THE 


“CRITICAL REVIEW. 


—-> 





For APRIL, 1797. 





——_ 
’ : : uy _ 


Travels through Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and. Sicily 
Tranflated from the German of Frederic Leopold Count Stal 
berys by Thomas Holrcoft. 2 Vols. sto. .3/. 3s. Boards. 
Robinfons. 1797. shan BE 


PT HIS may be called the age of peregrination ; for we have 
reafon to believe, that the defire of feeing foreign coun- 
tries never before fo diffufively operated; and, though only a 
fmall proportion of the great number of ‘travellers commit 
their obfervations to the prefs, we ate abundantly fupplied 
with narratives of tours. Many of thefe productions are, 
indeed, contemptible ; but fuch cenfure is not due to the per- 
formance which now folicits our attention. 
The tranflator of this work has not praifed the author be- 
ond his deferts, when he affirms, that the count is a man 
of tafte, of learning, and of obfervation. But, like other 
travellers, he occafionally extends his remarks to thofe fub- 
jets with which he’ is not fufficiently acquainted.’ The ge- 
neral information and amufement, however, which thefe vo- 
lumes afford, will greatly compenfate cafual imperfections. 
As an epiftolary form ‘is the moft natural and eonvenient 
mode of communicating the memorabilia of a tout, the count’s 
remarks are exhibited in that form. His firft letter is dated 
from.a village near Duffeldorff, where ‘he arrived from Ham- 
burg in the fummer of 1791, before the oppofition of the 
princes of the empire to the French revolution had involved 
Germany in a war. His laft epiftle clofes the tour at Drefden. 
He is very concife in his account of thofe patts of Ger- 
many which he vifited in his way to Switzerland. In his 
defcription of- Zurich and other Swifs towns, he is more co- 
pious. In {peaking of the government of the canton of Zurich, 
he highly compliments Mr. Burke. ‘Nothing (he fays)> dif 
turbs the tranquillity of a ftate more than frequent elections ; 
as the fagacious Burke, one of the greateft ftatefmen of our 
times, in his excellent pamphlet againft the French revolution, 
has fo clearly fhown.’ A frequency of popular election may 
perhaps difturb the infidious tranquillity of regal or fena- 
torial defpotifm ; but it may be confidered as the only ef- 
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fe€tual fecurity of general freedom againft the arrogant pre- 
tenfions of royalty, and the infolent ufurpations of an arbitra- 


ry ariftocracy. 


The count’s defcription of the ftate of Gerfau will proba- 
bly call to the reader’s recolle€tion the republic of St. Marino 
in "tealy. In a voyage upon the lake of Lucerne, he was in- 
duced to vifit that {mall ftate, contemptible in point of power, 
but refpectable for the free {pirit which animates its members. 


‘ At peace with the whole world, honoured by the confederates, 
its inhabitants live befide the lake, ‘andes a fingle alp, which con- 
ftitutes their whole empire: a harmlefs, united. people ; ‘who have 
heroically’ combated for the freedom of themfelves and their allies. 

* The ftate contains nine hundred fouls: between two and three 
hundred of whom conititute their general aflembly. Like the de- 
mocfatic cantons, they every year choofe two Landammanne ; whe 
are at the head of the council and the executive government. The 
council confifts of nine perfons; .who like the counfellors of the 
confederacy, enjoy their dignity for life. ' 

‘ In the year 1359, Gerfau entered into alliance with Schweitz, 
Uri, Unterwald, and Lucerne. Gerfau is no canton; and, pro- 
bably becaufe it is fo imall, fends no deputies to the general affem- 
bly ; nor has any fhare in the general government of Switzerland. 
In certain cafes, there is an appeal from their own council, either 
to Schweitz or Lucerne: the choice is in the appellant. They 
have not condefcended to this appeal from weaknefs{ but probably 
from a juft,comfidence in their neighbours, and becaufe they might 
perceive danger to property, ifthe firft fentence were decifive, Safe- 
ty and freedom might be mere names, where the decifion of a judge, 
often partial and always liable to error, fhould not be revocable by 
the general, aflembly. In fhort, they faw that the maker of law 
and the judge of law could not be united in the fame perfon, with- 
out danger of tyranny; they therefore referved to themfelves the 
power of appeal. The power of legillating, declaring war, making 
treaties, and choofing their Landammanne, is in the people... They 
might wifely have remembered (for the founders of little ftates 
maturely reflect, while the founders of great too often {port with 
the welfare of mankind)—I fay, they might have remembered that, 
being fo few in number, neighbourhood, kindred, and friendthip 
might influence the judge; and, if they even fhould not, might 
occafion him to be fufpected. For this reafon, they referred the 
confirmation of their own fentence to foreign judges.’ Vol. i. p. 93. 


The importance of Berne has drawn from our author a 
variety of remarks; but, as that canton has been very fre- 
quently defcribed, quotation may be deemed unneceflary. He 
does not confider the boafted conftitution of that-ftate as a 
model of free government; but he applaud; the general ad- 


miniftration of it, and reprefents the people as enjoying a con- 
9 fiderable 
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fiderable degree of liberty. The living body of a ftate, he. 
thinks, muft not be folely judged by its external proportions. 
A nation may have a competent fhare of freedom, under a. 
conftitution which may feem to militate againft it; and, vice 
verfdy we may remark, that real flavery is fometimes the lot 
of thofe who live under the forms of a free conftitution. 

The count dwells on the concerns of Geneva with appa-. 
tent fatisfaction; and he beftows juft praifes on the conftitu- 
tion of that republic, and the manners of the people. The 
duchy of Savoy being haftily paffed over, the capital of Pied- 
mont arrefts his attention. Having defcribed that flourifhing. 
city, he thus {peaks of the king of Sardinia and his fon. ‘His 
majefty has an animated appearance. He is much honoured 
and beloved by his fubje&ts; which he has well deferved, by 
his dignity of character, and faithful adminiftration of public 
affairs. The prince of Piedmont appears to have much:ani- 
mation ; and certainly has, at prefent, the welfare of . the 
country at heart.” If Mr. Holcroft has not mifunderftood the 
words of ‘the original, the count feems to doubt, whether 
the prince will, after his eventual.acceflion to the throne, re- 
tain his patriotic inclinations. 

The beauties of Genoa are flightly fketched by our travel- 
ler, though they excited his admiration in a high degree. 
With refpeét to the government of the republic, he obferves, 
that it is efteemed to be mild, and that the inhabitants of the 


country pay very few taxes. 
Of the flourifhing univerfity of Pavia, we meet with this 


account—= 


‘ Tt was founded by Charlemagne, renovated by Charles the 
Fourth, and about twenty years ago, under the government of 
the good Maria Therefa and the infpection of the meritorious 
count of Firmian, placed in its prefent condition. The divines 
of this univerfity are famous for their rectitude, their zeal, and 
their talents; but are not regarded favourably by the papal chair, 
becaufe, like loyal and enlightened catholics, they ground their 
doétrines more on the decifions of the general councils than on the 
mandates of the Roman pontiff. In fome of the fciences, as jus 
rifprudence, philology, and philofophy, the German univerfities 
may perhaps furpafs this; but fcarcely will equal its learning in 
medicine, natural hiftory, aftronomy, and experimental philofophy. 
In favour of this aflertion, I need but mention the names of the 

refent learned profeffors of Pavia: Spallanzani, Franke, Fontana, 
Volta, Scarpa, and others, who, though they have not obtained fo 
great a name as thefe among foreigners, are yet celebrated, as eX: 
cellent men, among their aflociates. 

¢ Our countryman Franke,.as worthy a man as he is an eminent 
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Shyfician, was’ our guide to the mufeum; which is rich in anate~ 
rhical preparations arid injections by Scarpa, who is the profeffor of 
anatomy, and in various claffes of natural hiftory. Under a glafs 
cover, which is removable, in the firft chamber, there is a beautiful 
female figtire, in wax, of the fize of life. Surprifed as we were, at 
the workmanfhip of the-external parts, how much more fearfully 
were we aftonifhed, and how was our curiofity excited, when, after 
removing fucceffively the outward membranes of the body, which 
are in different divifions, the entire internal ftructure of a pregnant 
Woman was exhibited! The mufeum is kept in the largeft building of 
the univerfity ; which likewife contains the hall of auditory. Near 
the auditory of our countryman, Franke, is a little hofpital; in which 
are twenty beds, for: the reception of patients felected from the 
eat hofpital: which latter receives three hundred of the fick. 
ranke takes his pupils, the number of whom frequently amounts 
fo a hundred and fifty, round with him, when he vifits thefe pa- 
tients: while nature, whofe interpreter he is fo worthy of being, af- 
fords them inftruétion in the moft expreffive and indubitable manner. 
« Franke gives the hiftory of each cafe to his pupils; one of 
whom is always Chofen to attend each patient. Thefe difcourfes 
are made in Latin; that the poor difeafed people may not be dif- 
turbed: ‘A particular ftatement of the cafe of each perfon is writ- 
ten, by’ Franke, and entered.in the regifter. The patients that die 
are anatomifed ; and the whole faculty, as well as the ftudents, are 
fiimmoned to be prefent, when the body is diffeGted. ‘The hiftory 
of the diffection is likewife entered in the regifter: fo that the judg- 
ment which Franke delivered upon the patient, while living, is 
fubmitted after death to this public infpection, and revifion. 
- '§ To him is committed the fuperintendance of all the hofpitals 
in the duchies of Milan and Mantua. It is the duty of the phy- © 
ficians to ftate the cafes, and fend them to him; and ‘thefe cafes 
likewife ferve for the inftruction of the pupils. The hiftory of the 
cafes of his hofpital patients is to be publifhed, with anatomical 
engravings. | 
_>* The, number of ftudents amounts to about twelve hundred. 
There are. fix different colleges, in which ftudents are‘inftruéted 
tis: one of them was founded by the great Carlo Borromeo. 
The collegians are diftinguifhed by the colour of their robe, and 
by.an. embroidered ornament, which they wear upon the right 
fhoulder. The revenue of the univerfity is annually four-and- 
twenty thoufand Dutch ducats; and it pofléffes a very fine botani- 


cal garden.’ _ Vol. i. P. 239. 


After a pleafing progrefs through the Milanefe, and other 
territories jin the north of Italy, the reader. is condudted_to 
Florence. ‘The famous gallery of this city did not equal the 
count’s expeCtations ; for, though it contains pictures of the 


greateft mafters, they are not, in his opinion, the beft per- 
formances 
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formances of thofe artifts, We have heard the fame declara- 
tion from other travellers. 

The defcription of Rome is accompanied with good ens 
gravings of the church of St. Peter, the Campo Vaccino (as 
the forum Romanum is now called), the coloffeuni, and the 
pantheon. A great fund of mifcellaneous information, rela- 
tive to this metropolis, is communicated iin fifteen letters. 

It has been affirmed, that the fanguinary fpirit of revenge, 
for which the Italians have long been infamous, has lately 
declined. "What we learn from this writer, however, does 
not favour an aflertion which we could. with to have found 
completely true— » 


‘ It is dreadful to hear (he fays) that, in Rome, the population 
of which is eftimated at a hundred and fixty-eight thoufand per- 
fons, there are annually about five hundred people murdered. I 
do not believe that, in all Germany, fifty men perifh, by murder, 
within the fame period. But could this have been faid of the mid- 
dle ages? And yet our nation has always maintained the beft repu- 
tation among nations. 

‘ The people of Rome cannot be juftly accufed of robbery. A 
ftranger is no where fafer ; but is more fréquently plundered in moft 
of the great cities of Europe. The Roman ftabs his enemy, but 
does not rob. Anger is his ftimulus; and this anger frequently 
lingers for months, and fometimes for years, till it finds an oppor- 
tunity of revenge. This paffion, which is inconceivable to thefe 
who do not feel it; this moft hateful of all the pailions, the antients 
frequently fuppofed to be a virtue; and it ftill rages among many 
of the nations of the fouth. ‘The paffions of the people of Rome 
are frequently roufed, by playing at mora’; though the law has 
feverely prohibited this game; and, if they are difappointed at the 
moment of their revenge, they wait for a foture occafion. Jealoufy 
is another frequent caufe~of murder: it being with them an im- 
ginary duty to revenge the feduction of-their wife, their daughter, 
or their fifter, on the feducer. The catholic religion, ill under- 
ftood, encourages the practice: the people being perfuaded that, 
by the performance of trifling ceremonies, and the inflicting of 
penance, they can wafh away the guilt of blood. 

¢ All the affiduity of the prefent pope is not fufficient to reform 
the police; the faults of which originate in the conttitution of 
Rome. Many churches afford a fanétuary to the purfued culprit, 
Foreign ambafladors, likewife, yield protection ; which extends not 
only to their palaces but to whole quarters of the city, into which 
the officers of juftice dare not purfue offenders. ‘The ambaffadors, 
i is true, are obliged to maintain a guard: but who is ignorant of 
the mifchief arifing from complicated jurifdiction? Many cardi- 
mals feek to derive honour, -by affording proteétion to purfued 
_gtiminals, Could we find all thefe abufes colle&ted in any other 
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great city, many men would be murdered, though not fo many as 
in Rome ; but robbery would be dreadfully increafed, which here 


is unknown.’ Vol. i, P. 341. 


The principal paintings and ftatues which the count faw at 
Rome and other places, are defcribed with the fpirit of a man 
of tafte, rather than with the minute accuracy of a virtuo/o. 
The produ€tions of Raphael are mentioned in terms of en- 
thufiaitic admiration ; but the praife beftowed upon that great 
artift becomes abfurdly hyperbolical, when all painters. are 
reprefented as infinitely diftant from him. 

In the author’s journey from Rome to Naples, it might 
have been expeéted that he would have vifited the admired 

alace of Caflerta, as he examined, in the courfe of his 
tour, buildings greatly inferior both in beauty and importance: 
but he fays, ‘we journeyed on to Cafferta, where is a royal 
caftle ;? and immediately proceeds to mention the aqueduét 
which was ere€ted by Don Carlos. This is avery ufeful 
‘canal; for it ‘does not merely ferve’ to fupply a water-fall at 
Cafferta, as a hafty and invidious traveller might think, but 
furnifhes a great part of the city of Naples with water.’ - As 
an apology for the extraordinary neglect of viewing the pa- 
lace, a defire of arriving at Naples im good time,is frivoloutly 
alleged. 

After a fketch of the hiftory of Naples, we are informed 
‘that the prefent king is beloved by his people, and that he 
merits their love by the goodnefs of his heart. Of the good- 
nefs of his underftanding, no travellers -have fpoken in 
high terms. 

The count reprobates the felfifh and fevere adminiftration 
of the Spaniards in the Neapolitan realm: but he adds, that 
the wounds inflicted by thofe arbitrary rulers— 


‘ Though ftill bleeding, begin to heal. ‘The country is the moft 
fertile in Europe. It is favoured by heaven, earth, and fea; and 
is fo well fituated for trade, that it only requires a little time, and 
wife encouragement, which fhould rather entice than compel, to 
bloffom in all that fulnefs of profperity to which, if the will of 
nature be confulted, it is deftined. Above all things, the tyranny 
of the grandees inuft be reprefled, the nriddle ranks more honoured, 
and commerce unreftrained; that it may affume that animation 
which liberty alone can give. "The wild and fimple countryman 
muft likewife be carefled, and humanized ; in order to exalt a nation 
which, from the time ok the Normais, has been groaning under 
oppreflion.: a nation quick in conception, ardent in feeling, and 
certainly not wicked-in propenfity, 

‘ A gre® city is a great evil, It is pernicious to population, the 
fink of morality, and the wide di {penfer of its own poifon. ‘Naples 
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is very large, and extremely populous; it contains above four 
hundred thoufand, or probably as many as five hundred thoufand 
inhabitants ; yet, fo excellent is the fojl, that the neceflaries of life 
are in great plenty, and very cheap. Among thefe neceffaries, 
we muft include ice: the want, or the dearnefs, of which would 
enrage the people. The common people of Naples, and indeed of 
all Italy, are very moderate in eating and drinking: they would 
rather fuffer all the, inconveniences of life than remove them by 
their labour. This appears a very natural inclination in a hot 
country. What enjoyment can be greater than that of repofing in 
the fhade ? Thole, who repeatedly wonder at, and are difgufted by, 
the indolence of this people, fhew that their remarks are ejther the 
confequence of hafte or incapacity. ‘T’hat the effeéts of indolence 
are prejudicial is! undoubtedly true: but that the men, who, to 
fatisfy fome of their artificial wants, labour a few hours more than 
ethers’ aré preferable to the laft, who prefer the moft natural of all 
pleafures, reft, and fhelter from the heat, is what- I cannot dif- 
cover, 

‘ The principal wants of the Neapolitan are fupplied by bene- 
volent nature; without requiring him fcarcely.* to ftretch out his 
hand, Abftemious in eating and drinking, the clothing he needs 
is trifling, the fuel none, and he can even live without a habitation. 
The clafs of people called Lazaroni, fome of whom you meet with 
even in Rome, are here computed at forty thoufand, Many of 
thefe live in thé open air; and at night, or in bad weather, take 
fhelter under gateways, porticos, the eaves of houfes, or under the, 
rocks. ‘They cannot eafily be perfuaded to work, while they have 
the {malleft coin in their pocket. They think not of making pro- 
. vifion for to-morrow. The ferenity of the climate, and the ever 
generous, ever fruitful lap of earth, fympathife with their joyous 
hilarity. Their blood flows lightly through their veins: with care 
they are unacquainted. Should any one offer money to a Laza- 
roni, when he is not preffed by neceffity, he raifes the back of his 
kand to his chin, and toffes his head upwards, being too idle to 
fpeak,. in token of refufal: but, if any thing delights him, Ido 
not fpeak of his paffions, which may be kindled and extinguifhed 
as eafily as a fire of ftraw, if he be invited to partake any pleafure, 
ho man is more talkative, more alert, more full of antics, than 
himfelf. 

‘ Thefe people have wives and children. At prefent, there is 
one among them whofe influence is fo great that they call him 
Capo de gl Lazaroni: The chief of the Lazaroni. He goes 
barefoot, and in tatters, like the reft, He is the orator for the 





* This phrafeology is equally ungrammatical with the vulgar practice of 
ufing two negatives for one. It may thus be rectified—/carcely requiring bim— 
the word without being omitted, as making, in reality, an oppofite fenfe to that 
which the tranflator intended, Rev. 
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whole body, when they have any thing to demand of the govern- 
ment. He then generally applies to the Eletto del Popol: the re- 
prefentative of the people: a kind of tribune, as ‘far as fuch an 
office can exift in an unlimited monarchy, like that of Naples. He 
likewife appeals to the king in perfon, The demands of the La~ 


‘ zaroni are moderate: they have a fenfe of right and wrong : which 


the people feldom want, when they are not mifled. To difregard 
any juft remonftrance of this people, or not to comply without 
ftating the grounds of refufal, would be dangerous, They love 
the prefent king; and I am affured that, in cafe of neceflity, he 
might depend upon their affiftance: of this, however, he is in 


no need.’. Vol,i. P. 474. 


Tt may feem furprifing, that the Lazaroni are fo patient 
under a defpotic government, and fo ready to fubmit to all 
the miferies of poverty, when the temptations of pomp and 
affluence daily ftrike their eyes. ‘Their exertions, might re- 
form or overturn the ftate: they might give law to a weak 
monarch and an effeminate nobility. But their temperance 
renders them content with a very {mall fhare of the requifites 
of fubfiftence: their cheerfulnefs of difpofition reftrains the 
murmurs of complaint ; and, though their paflions are warm 
and impetuous, they are too indolent, and perhaps too patri- 
Otic, to plunge their country in confufion, without the ftrong- 
eft motives for fpirited oppofition, arifing from flagrant ty- 
ranny and opprefhon. 


(Zo be. continued.) 





A Defcription of the Fail Difemper, as it appeared amongft the 
Stani/h Prifoners, at Winchefter, in the Year 1780; with an 
Account of the Means employed for curing that Fever, and 
for defircying the Contagion, which gave rife to it. By Fames 
Carmichael Smyth, M.D. Fe R. 8. ce. Se. Bue. 4s. 
Boards, Johnfon. 1795. 


poe frequency and fatality of the effets of contagion 
_ firongly imprefs the mind with the importance of thofe 
means which tend to obviate or remove its pernicious opera- 
tion. Every hint at improvement is therefore received with 
attention, every innovation in the method of treatment, adopt- 
ed with avidity. But in deciding upon a matter of fuch con- 
fequence to the health of mankind, it becomes the prudent 
yfician to,exercjfe a degree of caution. It is neceflary for 
him to hefitate, andsmicely appreciate the merit of new re- 
‘medies or new difcoveries, before he introduce them into 
practice, or pafs judgment on their utility; 7 
| , Experiment 
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Experiment has yet gone but a little way in the inveftiga- 
tion of the nature of Contagions : and our progrefs has almoft 
been equally confined in tracing the fymptoms and appear- 
ances that certainly indicate their prefence, and the laws 
by which they are regulated. In the hiftory of difeafes ori- 
ginating from contagion, there is alfo much imperfeétion and 
uncertainty. 

Until examination has therefore gone much further on thefe 
points; we may probably in vain expect extenfive improve- 
ments in the modes of expelling contagious effluvia. Poffefi- 
ing little knowledge of the nature of the fubftances which 
we with to deftroy, we fhall be liable to reft too much on hy- 
pothetical foundations. We thall be guided by theory rather 
than fact. : 

The way in which the writer of the prefent tra& has con- 
ducted his inquiries, will appear as we proceed in the examin- 
ation of his work. 

The ‘jail diftemper,’ which is the fubjeé& of our author’s 
ag he prevailed among the Spanith prifoners at Winchefter 
in 1780. 

On the defcriptions that have been already given of the 
difeafe, and on the views of doctor Smyth in this account, 
we have thefe obfervations— 


‘ This fever, (fays the doctor) at prefent known by the name of 
the hofpital fever or jail diftemper, has been already defcribed by 
feveral phyficians of eminence; but as the difeafe, though proba- 
bly in every inftance originating from the fame caufe, affumes, 
according to the violence or modification of the contagion, or from 
other circumftances not yet well underitood, a variety of appear- 
ances, and has been treated in a very different manner by different 
phyficians, we muft acknowledge, that, until all thofe varieties are 
accurately pointed out, and the charaéteriftic marks of the diftem- 
per diftinguifhed from the acceffary, or accidental fymptoms, its 
hiftory is ftill incomplete. 

‘ With a view then of adding fomething to the general fund of 

medical knowledge, and of rendering more perfeét the hiflory of 
' fo important a difeafe, I have prefumed to give a brief account of 
its appearance at Winchefter ; and this I am enabled to do not only 
from what I faw, but from. what I felt, having fuffered two fevere 
attacks of the fever myfelf, an experience which no one would wil- 
lingly repeat.’ Pp. 8. 


; ,° 


The fevere experience of our author certainly warranted 
the expetation of an accurate defcription of the fever: and 
we accordingly find him minute and fatisfa€tory, though in 
fome points his account differs from thofe of other writers. 

In this difeafe the doftor found a fa& fully oe 
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that has been remarked by various writers: which is, that 
‘in malignant fevers, the danger cannot be eftimated by the 
ftate of the pulfe.” This would feem to be the cafe, likewife, 
in fome other difeafes. | 
_. The remarks on the particular fymptoms that attended this 
»fever are interefting, and fhow much variety in the effeéts of 
contagion, the caufes of which we fhall probably long re- 


main ignorant of. 


¢ In moft malignant fevers, where the difeafe proves fatal, it has 
been. remarked that the brain, lungs, inteftines, or in fhort fome 
vifcus immediately neceffiry to life has been affe€ted by inflamma- 
tion, which. fuddenly terminating in gangrene, caufes the death of 
the patient: but this termination was. by no means frequent in the 
difeafe in queftion ; for, although it be true, as I have already ftat- 
ed, that there were fome examples of inflammation affecting the 
fauces, the lungs, the liver, ‘and.alfo the inteftines, yet in the far 
greater number of thofe whom the fever deftroyed,” there was no 
reafon to apprehend that any fuch circumftance had happened, or 
had caufed the fatal cataftrophe. 

‘ The prefent contagion in its effeéts, had much more refem- 
blance toa fedative poifon, acting immediately on the ftomach, and 
indirectly on the heart, whofe motion it weakened and finally de- 
froyed. 

“ The jail diftemper at Winchefter afforded likewife a ftriking 
example of a highly contagious and fatal fever, accompanied by 
few of thofe fymptoms that have been looked upen as charaéterif- 
tic, or infeparable from difeafes of the putrid or. malignant kind : 
neither petechial, nor any other difcolouration of the fkin, hemor- 
thages, rafh, parotids, or bubos, were common fymptoms in this 
fever; and yet t's difeafe proved almoft as fatal, and often as fud- 
‘denly fo, as the real plague or peftilence; which plainly fhews how 
little thofe fymptoms are to be confidered as the diftinguifhing 
marks of rhalignity in fevers, the only criterion perhaps of which 
is the fudden debility, dejection, anxiety, giddinefs, and tremors, 
when unpreceded by any confiderable evacuation, either natural or 
artificial.’ Pp. 32. 


The caufes which doctor Smyth has ftated as contributing 
to the uncommon fatality of the difeafe in the prefent inftance, 
feem fully adequate, and are fuch as have been generally con- 
fidered as augmenting the virulence of contagious difeafes. 

The decifion of the queftion, to which the doctor next ad- 
verts, is of much greater importance, as it is the bafis on 
which our reafonings, refpecting the cure of diforders arifing 
from this fource, fhould reft. This is the afcertaining the 
nature of the cqntagion that gives rife to jail and hofpital 


fevers. With this defign the author confiders it in different 
points 
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points of view, viz. its mode of ‘generation and propagation, 
its effects on the human fyftem, and the means of weaken- 
ing or entirely deftroying it. 


¢ Whoever has confidered contagious fevers with attention muft 
have obferved, that.they are of two very diftiné claffés. The firft 
may properly enough be Called {pecific contagions, as ‘they do not 
arife from any general quality, or procefs of nature, with which 
we are acquainted; and, as they have a peculiar origin, they ex- 
cite difeafes of a peculiar kind; differing in many refpeéts from 
every other, but in nothing more remarkably, than in this, that 


the peculiar difeafe can only take place once in any individual; _ 


and there are fome perfons, in whom this contagion never ¢an 
produce any morbid fymptom, How many peculiar or fpecific 
poifons there are in nature is not yet afcertained ; but the fmall-pox 
and meafles are evidently fuch to man, and we know likewife that 
there are others peculiar to certain animals, 

* € The fecond clafs uf contagious fevers, may be named general 
contagions, as they arife from a general caufe; or they may be 
named putrid, as they will be found, in every inftance, to be the 
refult of putrefa&tion ; a procefs, probably, the moft general in 
nature, with which we are acquainted, and to which all vegetable 
and animal fubftances, under certain circumftances, are liable. 
That the contagion, or miafma, of the jail and the hofpital fever 
is of this kind, admits of every {pecies of evidence a matter of faét 
and of obfervation can do.’ P. 39. 


To the firft part of this definition of contagions, we can 
readily affent: but the fecond does not ftrike us as equally 
fatisfattory and correct. Is it juft to define thole noxious 
matters that produce jail and other peftilential fevers general 
contagions, becaufe, (according to the author) they originate 
from a particular procefs in nature, and under particular cir- 
cumftances? And is it certain that ‘in every inftance’ the 
are the refult of that particular procefs, which is called putre- 
faction ? 

Hear the arguments of the author— 


‘ We remarked, in the beginning, that this difeafe is conftantly 
produced where a number of people are fhut up together in a clofe 
place, without the greateft attention to cleanlinefs, and a renewal 
of the air, We know, that all the excretions of the human body 
have made a certain advance or progrefs towards putridity, and that, 
placed in circumftances favourable to putrefaction, they foon be- 
come highly putrid. We are certain, that of all the human excre- 
tions, none is more highly animalifed, or fo fufceptible of* becom- 
ing putrid, as the perfpiration'or vapour iffuing from the furface 
of the body and Jungs.. We Know alfo that the. perfpiration even 
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of vegetables, confined under fimilar circumftances, becomes pu~ 
trid, and in a high degree noxious to man: a@ fortiori then, we 
may conclude, that animal perfpiration undergoes a fimilaralteration, 
and will prove {till more noxious. 

¢ We find alfo, that the contagion, refulting from animal per. 
fpiration, fhews its baneful effects more quickly, and more forci- 
bly, in proportion to its quantity, and to its being placed in.cir- 
cumftances the moft favourable to putrefaction; confequently, in 
proportion to the fize and clofenefs of the place, the temperature 
and moilture of the air, and the additional or acceflory putrid mat. 
ters with which it is combined. 

‘ We find likewife, that the formation of this contagion is pre= 
vented by caufes that renew the air, and carry off the perfpiration, 
or prevent its tendency to putrefaction, 

‘ We obferve alfo, what may be confidered as an analogical 
proof, that a contagious vapour, differing only in degree of viru- 
lence from the human miafinata, is conftantly produced from water 
alone, and ftill more from water mixed with vegetable and animal 
matters, when expofed in fufficient quantity and under circumftan, 


ces favourable to putridity.’ P. 41. 


How far the philofophical reader may be fatisfied with this 
reafoning, we fhali not pretend to determine; we fufpeét, 
however, that he will find the doctor to have overlooked fome 
circumftances which materially affe&t his conclufions. The 
changes in the ftate of the atmofphere, from the caufes which 
he mentions, are not in the leaft adverted to; nor is he fufh- 
ciently aware, though he has juit noticed the fa&t, that pu- 
trid matters can be taken into the ftomachs of fome animals 
without producing fevers or any other pernicious effects. 

A little farther on we are alfo told, ‘ that in reality all the 
fevers in this clafs, from the flighteft vernal intermittent to 
the true plague, are only different fhades or varieties of the 
fame difeafe, and productions of one common caufe, viz. 
putrefaction.” | 

‘ The contagion then of the jail or hofpital fever, may juftly 
be cenfidered as one of the moft fubtil and. powerful vapours of 
the putrid kind ; and, confequently, its immediate and deftruétive 
effects upon the body are not to be wondered at, In ordinary 
‘cafes of fever, the vital principle is roufed into aétion, and nature 
is commonly fufficient of herfelf to remove the morbid caufe; 
but here, as in the real peftilenge, the contagion introduced into 
the body, feems to act as a narcotic poifon upon the heart and ner- 
vous fyftem, fupprefling the principle of life, inftead of roufing it 
to the conflict.’ P. ¢1. | 


Thefe are the principal conclufjons of our author on this 
Curious 
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curious and interefting fubjet. From the lait contagion it 
would feem to be a particwar'kind of air, or gafs, fet at li- 
berty by means of the putrefactive proeefs. This is not, 
however, ftri@ly the doétor’s opinion 5 for he. confiders it, if 
we underftand him rightly, to be of a really putrid nature. 

We here come to a ftill more interefting part ofthe doc- 
tor’s labours, the means of preventing and_ deftroying jail 
contagion. In reafoning. upon the nature of contagions, 
the author was led to confider them as of a highly feptic 
tendency,: in the means of removing er deftroying them, he 
has therefore naturally ‘recourfe to antifeptics. -In this way 
he is led to the ufe of mineral acids. 

In confidering this part of the fubje&t, we may begin with 
the precautionary and cléanfing means employed by, the doc- 
tor. Thefe in many refpeéts were the fame as thofe that 
have been recommeftded by other phyficians : but in fome 

articulars they differed, and, we think, properly. Together, 
 getiraie they .compofe a body of information, to which the 
hofpital pra€titioner may have recourfe with fafety and advan- 
tage. ) SERGE: CODE ty 
On.the curative part,of the treatment of contagious fevers, 
fome of the doétor’s practical remarks are judicious. and im- 
portant. Of this kind are the obfervations on the ufe of emetics 
and fweating. Of the utilityof bliftering in thefe cafes, he 
feems to havé had little experince 5; his opinion refts folely on 
the authority of ‘Lind. 

The ufe of calomel for the purpofe of opening the body, 
and the bathing of the lower extremities or even the whole 
‘body in water of a proper temperature, are alfo certainly proper 
and ufeful auxiliary means in thefirlt ftage of thefe difeafes. 

In the difcrimination of remedies, doctor’ Smyth difplays 
the judgment. and experience of an-able> practitioner; but 
fome of his remarks on the regimen and management of the 
fick in thefe fevers are not’entitled to equal commendations 
they are rather the refult of ‘theoretical \reafoning, | than of 
practical obfervation. er , 

In an Appendix the author introduces fome fa&ts in fup- 
port of@he efficacy of the»/piritus vitriol dulcis in low fevers. 
He contends: that it relieves ‘the lownefs, anxiety, tremors, 
&c. better than any other remedy, as well as leffens the irri- 
tability of the ftomach, the irregularity and‘frequéncy of the 
pulfe, and caufes a moifture’and perfpiration-on the fkin. 

When good: and ‘properly adminiftered, we'have no doubt 
but that this kind of ther will: be found a valuable remedy 
-in the cafes in which doctor Snvyth has recommended iti: 

We now come to the examination of the meang that have 

been 
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been employed in deftroying jai! contagion, and the. accouht 
of the advantages of the nitrous acid, when employed with 
this intention. The means of eradicating contagion aré 
comprifed under the heads * Phyfical and. * Chemiéal.’ On 
the firft we do not find that the author has thrown much 
additional light. It has been long well known that the de- 
grees of heat arid cold, neceflary for the complete deftruction 
of contagion, are incompatible with animal life: and alfo that 
contagion is rendered milder by diffufion.. We think it pro- 
bable, likewife, that fire has been employed with other views 
than thofe of dtying and rarefying the atmofphere, though we 
agree with the doctor. in believing that it 1s chiefly ufeful in 
thefe ways, ‘and as affording ventilation by the confumption of 
one of the conftituent principles of the air. : 

The chemical methods of deftroying contagion are more 
numerous. In examining thefe, the author makes fome ufe- 
ful obfervations. But at page 174 there feems-to be an inacs 
turacy : in {peaking of the deflagration of nitré, the doétor 
fays, he fiever doubted of obtaining from it ‘a portion of 
nitrous acid, as well as the mtrous air or oxygene.’ 

The doétor’s refle&tions on the ufe of mineral acids, as 
‘deftroyers'of contagion, deferve to be noticed— 


‘ The mineral, acids, particularly wheniin a ftate of vapour, 
with the different gafes or permanently elaftic fluids produced by 
them, are probably, excepting fire, the moft powerful agents in 
nature, and the fource of an infinite number of the different forms 
of matter obfervable in the mineral kingdom, and which are con- 
ftantly undergoing frefh changes, from their vafious. combinations, 
and decompofitions. - But. théir power is not confined to) the mi- 
meral kingdom ; they are known to have great influence likewife 
over putrefaction, and thofe other {pomtaneous changes which ve- 
getable and animal matter, deprived-of life, undergoes; and there- 


- fore, if the, jail. contagion, as I have endeavoured to prove, is.a 


vapour produced by putrefaction,: there cannot be-a doubt that the 
mineral acids will prove effectual in deftroying it.~_So far we may 
reafon a priori; bat let us,next confult experience, a lefs fallible 
guide. From this, it appears, that the volatile vitriolic @ fulphu- 
reous acid, the only one hitherto made ufe of, proves effectual in 
deftroying contagion ; although, owing to its deleterious quality, 
it cannot be employed, except in fituations from which people can 
be removed. But, are the other mineral acids in a ftate of vapour 
equally dangerous with the fulphureous? and, are they equally 
effectual in deftroying contagion? To the firft of thefe queftions 
I can give:a pofitive aufwer; to the fecond I can give one that, at 


leaft, is highly probable. 
~*In 
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. © In the firft place, I can fafely affirm, that the. nitrous acid 
may be employed in very great quantity without rifk, and even 
without the fmalleft inconvenience; and, that it is effeétual for 
the deftroying of contagion, I have every eesti to believe, not ogly 
from analogy, hut from.experience.’ Pp. 18t. 


The author’s experiments, ° though ingenious and well con- 
trived, were neither fufficiently numerous nor {ufficiently 
varied for the purpofe of fully deciding the points in-queftion- 

We ftrongly fufped that a confiderable degree of irritation 
and coughing will at firft be produced by the breathing of the 
vapour of this acid, notwithftanding the refpec we have for 
the opinion of Aabos Smyth, ~ A date writer has,- indeed, 
afferted this to be the. cafe,in thetrials which he made. 

The doétor tells us, on the authority of his experiments, 
that the, following is the order, with reipect to fafety, im the 
breathing of the different acid vapours— 


‘ ft, The vapour of ‘nitrous acid, arifing from nitre ‘decompofed 
by vitriolic acid. 
‘2. Ditto—of nitrous uitid't in its fuming flate, or when the ni- 
—_ acid is mixed with nitrows gas. 
* 3. Ditto—of ‘marine acid, arifing from common falt, decom- 
poted by’ vitriolic acid. ' 
‘ 4. Ditto—of nitréus'and marine acids, obtained from the’ de- 
compofition of nitre and common falt by vitriolic acid, 
‘5, Ditto—of fulphur, burnt with an eighth part of nitre, 
‘ het Ditto—of fulphur, burnt with charcoal. 
. Ditto—of ‘oxygenated marine acid, obtained by putting 
cmiaaae to marine acid. > -p, 189. 


The evidence which the doétor has adduced in the prefent 
treatife, of the powers of the nitrous. acid. in preventing 
and eradicating contagion, is certainly ftrong 5 but. it. will 
require trials conducted on.a much larger fcale, and in dif- 
ferent fituations, before the faéts can be fully afcertained. 
The proceffes which are recommended are, however, {0 per= 
fe&tly fimple and eafy of execution, that thofe who pofle fs 
Opportunities, cannot be long in fubmitting the merits of thé 
author’s difcovery to the teft of further experiment. 

In the work itfelf, though we cannot agree with the doc- 
tor in fome of his edacliBons, there is much ingenuity of 
remark, ‘and a confiderable portion of valuable pra¢tical 
matter. 


The 
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The Hiftory of Facobinifn, its Crimes, Cruelties and Pevfidies + 


comprifing an Inquiry into the Manner of difJeminating, under 

the Appearance of Philofophy and Virtue, Principles which 

are equally fubverfive of Order, Virtue, Religion, Liberty and 

Happine/s. By William Playfair, Author'of the Commercial 

and Political Atlas, ce. 8vq. 10s. 6d. Boards,~.Stock- 

dale. 1795. 

—— half-title of this work is * Hiftory of the French Re~ 
* ~ volution,’ which we think a better title than the former. 
Yet to fuit the purpofes of the author, he might perhaps 
think himfelf juftified in calling the book a Hiftory of Jacobin- 
iim, becaufe he corifiders ‘jacobinifm as’ a fyftem of which 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man was the/ex /cripta, and 
that pillage, murder, and cruelty, were the fruits of it. We 
profefs auifelves of a'contrary opinion. There certainly was 
a club in Paris, called the Jacobin Club ; and the word jacobin 
was there and is ftill ufed both there and in England as a nick- 
name ; but there was no fuch fyftem embodied as that of ja- 
cobinifm. If the Rights of Man were the laws of the jaco- 
bins, the cafe would be otherwife, and jacobinifm might be 
admitted asa hiftorical defignation: but the Rights of Man juf- 
tify no cruelty, nor is there an enormity recorded in this work 
which is not forbidden both by the letter and fpirit of thefe 
rights ; nor, indeed, has he proved that they. were ever quot- 
ed in defence of the tyranny of Robefpierre, &c. ‘The Rights 
of Man became a dead letter, or nearly fo, when a revolutionary 
took place of a conftituted government—But we fhall have to 
advert to thefe arguments hereafter. 

The work is an elaborate hiflory of the revolution, from 
#989 to the defirnction of Robefpierre’s tyranny ;'and the 
motives for writing it will appear to moft advantage in the au- 
thor’s words— 


_* The following hiftory is intended as much to fhew, that abufe 
of power and difregard to. public opinion brings on revolutions, ‘as 
to fhew the danger. that attends. them when they are brought on. 
When ‘abufes in the adminiftration of juftice creep in, which it is 
the bufinefs.of the legiflature to reform, but which it will not re- 
form, then men are naturally led to wifh for a reform in the legifla- 
ture itfelf. Had the court of, Verfailles been willing to make the 
reforms wanted, it would not have been itfelf reformed and deftroy~ 
ed. Had the nobility and the clergy been willing to facrifice to the 
juft claims of their fellow citizens, thofe privileges which were ufe- 
lefs and unjuft, we fhould not now have feen them ftraying like 
vagabonds oyer the face of a ftrange country feeking for bread. 
It is impofble for a Jefion to be written in more legible characters, 
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and it mtit be confeffed, that till the parliament of England fhews — 
a difpofition to crufh the abufes which exift and augment in many 
departinents of the ftate, the mouths of thofe who cry ‘but for re= 
form will fever be effeétually ftopt.. Such would be the, way ‘effec- 
tually to cruth jacobinifm, as it would: have been the way to pre 
vent its ever exifting ; and until it is put in practice, jacobinifm 
never will effectually be ¢rufhied. -It affumes many forms, and is 
fo well adapted for deceiving, that reafon will never completely get 
the better; ren ‘will prefer a fy{tem that offers change to one, that 
preferves abufes, which, though known, are not attempted fo be 
remedied, for when men are difcontented, reafon has not its full 
effect. et : 

‘Men thould-learn to ‘know, that if a difregard to experiencé 
and to what has hitherto exifted is a dangerous thing,a too bigoted 
regard for precedent is dangerous alfo ; although the fyftem of de- 
ftroying all the did laws to eftablith an entirely new codé is danger- 
ous to the greateft degree, it is by no means well, to piece and patch 
eternally at.old laws; and render juftice fo expenfive, and the law 
fo unintelligible, that men can never expect to obtain their right, 
except in matters of great importance. 

‘. There are but two voices in the kingdom on this head, and the 
one is that of the whole nation, lawyers excepted ; the other is the 
voice of the lawyers’ themfelves* only, Let our judges vindicate 
themfelves, and root abufe up, fo that the peaceable citizen may 
énjoy tranquillity ; it is not by fhewing a juft indignation at the 

ractices of a vile attorney now and then, whofe ‘impriudence, ‘ras 
ther than his villainy, draws down punifhment, but it is by putting 
it out of their power to commit fuch abufes; it is the caufe.that 
fhould-be attended to rather than the effeét. Our law lords will be 
liftened to when’ they apply to parliament, and furely the people 
will be relieved from @ great burthen. 

© If there aré abufes'in'the church, let the clergy themfelves fet 
the example of a reformation, and then they will avoid thofe terri- 
ble confequences which are but too. certain to arrive when force is 
refulted to.’ Ps 21. | 


An opening fo candid promifes. much: and accordingly, in 
tracing the predifpofing caufes of the French revolution (ch. 
i.) we find precifely fuch a defcription of old France as, in 
our opinion, accords, with the beft information, and mutt 
convince the reader that the revolution was not the werk of a 
day, but, on the contrary, the nation was prepared, by a long 
feries of oppreflions, for an eafy acquiefcence in a change that 
promifed the reverfal of all abufes. We could have wifhed, 
however, that our author had added fomething refpe€ting the 
moral effects of tyranhy and [uperftition upon the human 
mind. This would,.indeed, have been no excufe, nor apolo- 
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gy (forthat we hold it infamous to attempt), but it would; for 
the benefit of other governments, have accounted for the rea 
dinefs with which the French povulace rufhed upon. fchemes 
of cruelty, and the eagernefs with which hundreds. perpetrat- 
ed murder for which they could plead little, if any, provoca~ 
tion. It is not to be denied, that there did exift,. for a confi- ° 
derable time, a favage fpirit, approaching to that which ap- 
pears in the cafe of infurrections among the flaves in the Weft 
Indies; but as that f{pirit could not, in the nature of things, 
be concreated with the revolution, it muft be traced farther 
back: and this we think it would not have been difficult to do, 
by merély confidering the flate of mind in the populace of 
Fratice, arifing from the tyranny of a political fyftem which 
afforded little or no redrefs, and a fuperttitioas religion, many 
of the dogmas of which were unfavourable te honour and hu- 
manity. It might alfo have been adverted to, ‘that, when this 
religion fell into’ contempt, as it had many years ago in France, 
the populace had no alternative unlefs deifm or atheifm, or 
what writers pleafe to call it. It was, however, bona fide; 
a total alienation from religious duty and eligious worfhip. 
A difcuffion of this kind would have left nothing undone-in 
this chapter, which is certainly the beft in the work ; but we 
are forry to find, by what follows, that it would not have fuit- 
éd the author’s purpefe, which is to attribute all that is bad 
to the Rights of Man or jacobinifm. He fpeaks, in a note, of 
‘ philofophers who are at pains to fhow that the human heart 
is degraded by the fhackles of religious prejudice,and elevated 
by getting ria of it.’ If there are fuch philofophers, we do 
not envy them their fagacity. What we have juit advanced is 
a proof that we contider the effects of a long fyftem of ‘tyran- 
ny and fuperitition, a$ lafling beyond the duration of the 
caufé. They who think otherwife muft be very fuperficial 
obfervers of human nature, and little qualified to diftinguith 
between an act. and a habit«. We have two defcriptions of 
men in this country, who have endeavoured, to account for 
the maffacres of: September-1792. ‘The one, like our author, 
attribute all to the Rights of Man—the other to the duke of 
Brunfwick’s prociamation.. What fhare the Rights of Man 
had, we fhal] confider hereafter; but the duke of Brunfwick’s 
proclamation (which, by the by, Mr. Playfair cenfures, very 
properly) could only be the occafional caufe; or, as it bore 
every feature of the ancient tyranny, it might give a fpur to 
the predilpofing caufe, namely, to a fpirit of cruelty and re- 
venge, the production of ages of oppreflion, and which could 
no more be fhaken off when tyranny was aboliflied, than fick- 
nefs arifing from confinement in a dungeon can be removed 
the moment the prifoner regains his liberty. The human heart, 
' 2 therefore, 
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therefore; is not elevated merely!by getting rid of the thackles 
of fuperftition.. “The cav/e only of its depreflion is. removed 3 
but it does not bound into freedom and elevation ; becaufe the 
weight has been fo long continued as to deftroy or nearly. to 
deftroy its elafticity: With refpect likewife to. this famous or 
rather infamous proclamation, can we fuppofe that a paper of 
this kirid could have the power_to infpire cruelty in minds 
which never poffeffed it before ? Even if it had that power, it 
muft have produced the effect very gradually ; but it could not 
have in an infiant created a band, of murderous executioners 
who had never been accuftomed to fhed blood. It, is_an ol 
and a juft faying, Nemo repente fuit turpiffimus : and whoever 
attends to the progrefs of cruelty in the minds of murderers, 
will know that very often the fum accumulated in a whole 
life is {carcely more than fuficient to produce one murderous 
attempt. But, if any farther proof is wanting to trace the 
cruelties of the Septembrifers to its proper fource,. let our 
readers confider the prefent ftate of the /y/fem of aflafiination 
in the Italian ftates.. We. have dwelt on this fubje& perhaps 
longer than may feem neceflary : but thefe are points to be af- 
certained before we can impute cruelty to a whole people, far 
lefs to a declaration of abitract propofitions, hint more or 
lefs form the bafis of all free governments, efpecially thofe of 
America and of Great Britain. | skis. 

In this chapter, Mr. Playfair expatiates at large on the ge- 
neral circumftances that favoured the propagation of the jaco- 
bin fyftem, i. e. the revolution, for with him they are infepa- 
rable ; namely, the decline of the feudal fyftem,—changes in 
the ftate,of fociety in Europe,—nobles hated in the towns, — 
caufés why the clergy alfo became obi@xious,—reafons for dif 
content againft the government itfelf. He concludes with ob- 
ferving— 


‘ The minds of men were thus prepared fof a new order of 
things by thofe general caufes, which had been increafing in force for 
fo many centuries; to thefe we have yet to add the more recent and 
more particular caufes that operated at the time when the ‘revolution 
broke ‘out, and certainly our furprize at its violenge and rapidity 
will be very confiderably diminifhed, when we find fo miany caufés 
operating, ia owe dire@ion, and that direction in favour of novelty, 
and under the idea of proeuring happinefs and liberty.’ P. 59. 


In this part-of the work, it is proper we fhould add, that 
Mr. Playfair does not arraign the whole of the preceding fyf- 
tem of things in France, in which there certainly was fome 
‘portion of good, but contends that the people were not taught 
to make diltingtions, and the balance was unhappily in favour 
of the evil. 
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In chap. II. according to the intimation in the paffage juft 
quoted, he pafles to certain caufes which were peculiar only 
to France. The juftice of the following remarks is fo obvi- 
ous, that we fhall make no apology for tranfcribing them, al- 
though the author may rifk the difpleafure of the higher pow- 
ers by affording us the opportunity. 


‘ The nmtode adopted by France, as well as by fome other na- 
tions, of ‘borrowing money to defray the expenfes of war, it is ob- 
vious to every reafoning and calculating man, if not ufed with wif- 
dom and moderation, is not only capable of bringing about revoltr- 
tion, but mutt inevitably do fo. As the advantages refulting from © 
war (when any do refult, which is not always the cafe) are generally 
but temporary and finall ; and as the burdens laid upon the people 
to pay the intereft of loans are permanent and great, they naturally 
accumulate and increafe. The power or capacity of bearing bur- 
dens is limited in every nation, but there is no limit to the embar- 
raffments that may be brought on by borrowing; on the contrary, 
the more that a remedy for the evil becomes neceflary, the more 
difficult does its application become, and that ‘not in a fimple but in 
a compound proportion. A multiplication of taxes not only draws 
the tnoney from the induftrious, but by augmenting the number of 
the agents of government, is vexatious, and diminifhes the number 
of productive labourers. It diminifhes alfo the’ value of money, 


and thereby renders what may be called the efficient portion of the 
revenue infoflicient, fo that the wants and the embarraffments of the 
{tate are angmented with regard to the daily expenfts. 

* The mannet in which both France and England have feen their 
expenditures increafe, js a proof of the juftnefs of what we have 
been remarking ; for ig the beginning of the bortawing plan, 


their annual expenfes increafed beyond any former exafnple. 

* The revences of Rhgland, at our revétution in 1688, amount- 
ed to {carcely two millions a year; at that time our debfs were too 
incontiderable to be mentioned, fo that the annual expenfes* were 
under two millions, Since we began borrowing money, not only 
shave we contraéed an annual expenfe of ten millions for intereft, 
but our yearly expenfes amount at prefent to more, than five mil- 
lions, for what.we call a peace eftablifhment, that is tofay, twice 
und a half its amount only one hundred years ago.’. P. 60. 


‘Ina few fubfequent pages, the folly of this fyftem, as it af- 
fected France, is placed in avery ftriking light. The remairis 
-of this chapter preperly conftitute the commencement of the 
hiffory; but as all the faéts related in the courfe of it have 
been long before the public, and have been detailed in various 
fhapes, we fhall-content ourfelves with ftating.that the whole 
-ig intended to operate to the difgrace.of the French reformers, 


whether Jacobins or Briffotines, from the comméncement .of 
ps ; the 
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the revolution. We do not deny thar this attack is ably con- 
duéted, and that it is apparently the fruit of much Jabour ; 
but we muft except from every fhare of commendation the 
principles advanced in many parts of it, and which conftitute 
the fpirit of the work,.and lead to the intention of the au- 
thor. 
In p. 189, he makes the following bold affertions— 


‘ The foundations of the fyftem of anarchy, pillage, and mur- 
der, were laid on the following principles : 

‘ 1. That infurre€tion is one of the rights of man, 

* 2. That the good of the public is the fupreme law, before 
which all others are to give way. 

é 3. That all men are born and remain equal in rights, 
._  *.4. That men are never bound by what their anceftors have 

done ; this laft is only a kind of repetition of the perpetual right of 
infurreétion.’ 


We do not hefitate in faying that to impute anarchy, pillage, 
and murder, to thefe four propofitions, is not to be defended 
by any thing bearing the thape of an argument; but, perhaps, 
it may be fufficient to fhow in the prefent cafe that the author 
is at variance with himfelf; for he afferts in p. 109, that § it is 
in vain to imagine that, in the prefent {tate of fociety, any 
order of things will long exift, that is not fupported by gene- 
ral opinion ;’—-and in p. 110, * public opinion, and not for ce, is 
the only firm, folid and durable foundation for power.’ It re- 
mains, therefore, that he get rid of thefe cenceflions, by:in- 
forming. us how public opinion, if defpifed in its gentler 
forms, can be exprefled without infurrection, and by what 
means the good of the public, when 4 fupreme law, becomes 
a foundation for anarchy, pillage, and murder. As to thefe 
propofitions’ in general, it remains now to be mentionedy 
what we hinted before, that they are fundamentally recognifed 
in our own conttitution. If examples are necefiary, let us 
take recent ones. What compelled the minifter to repeal the 
fhop-tax, and to abftain from a.war with Ruflia? The pudblie 
opinion : and can it be denied that the expreflion of the publie 
opinion is one ftep towards infurrection, or, according to the 
Englith phrafe, re//iance ? Every minifter knows that it is;— 

e is a wi/e minifter, who by a timely and gracious compli- 
ance, prevents its further progrefs; and he may be deemed a 
cunning one who fupprefles it dy influence ne delufion.. It 
may, indéed, be granted: that it is not proper to bring this doc- 
trine forward on trivial occafions, nor, as ‘Mr. Burke exprefies 
himfelf, to make the medicine of the conflitution its daily 
bread. ‘But-eitherthis dogtrine can produce one effeét in 
France and another in England, or we live at prefent under 
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a government which acknowledges that infurreétion or refifte 
ance is one of the rights of man, that’the good of the public 
is the fupreme law; confequently, if what Mr. Playfair af- 
ferts be true, we live under a government built upon the. 
foundations of anarchy, pillage, and murder. ‘This was not 
the opinion of Blackftone, who mentions refiftance with deli- 
cacy, but with firmnefs. Why, then, take fo much trouble 
as is done throughout this work, to te!] us that the French 
mittook thofe principles, and that they were deceived by their 
guides, who pyt them upon a road, the waypoft of which 
pracglaimed § to liberty,’ but which in fact led to murder and 
pillage ? The French people were ignorant !—granted :—could 
they be otherwife in a country where political difcuflion was 
a crime? What connection have the abufes of a principle 
with its truth or proper application? What principle fo fa- 
cred, what book fo divine, as not to be abufed ? Have we not 
lately witnefled the publication of a book (mot the Age of 
Reafon) in which the author aflerts that the Bible teaches ob- 
{cenity ? Surely it would not be more difficult for a perverter 
of principles to prove, with equal conviction, that it contain- 
ed a fyftem of anarchy, pillage, and murder *! 

As to the 3d and 4th of thefe propofitions, although Mr. 
Playfair chufes, in his confideration of the 3d, to drop the 
word rights, yet it ought to {tand, and likewife conftitutes a 

art of our own fyftem. Again and again have we been lately 
told that the laws are equal to the poor and to the rich, and 
every man in this country is equal toevery other man in rights, 
where the law has not.eftablifhed a fpecific difqualification, 
‘Vhe 4th he terms ‘ a kind of repetition of the perpetual right 
of infurrection.’ Jt is fuch a right, however, as we thought 
ir no reproach to exercife in promoting the reformation and 
the revolution; and it may be faid to be exercifed whenever 
an act of parliament is repealed. The conftitution of Great 
Britain holds nothing unchangeable but. its principles, as con- 
tained in Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights, and thefe, 
becaufe experience has proved their expediency at all times. 
It has itfelf, indeed, arifen from a fueceffion of changes, in 
which the good of the prefent generation, and not-the wif- 
dom of our anceftors, was regarded, unlefs that wifdom had 
borne the teit of time ; which will always be the cafe with fuch 
principles as that ‘the good of the public is the fupreme 
law.’ 

When, therefore, we allow that the prefent work is an able 
attack on the condud? of the jacobins, we muft be underitood 
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to proteft againft the premifes on which it is founded. The 
author is correét in general in his details, though we could in- 
{tance exceptions : and he is juftified,.and we heartily join him, 
in cenfuring with due afperity the atrocities which have been 
committed in France:- But to attribute thefe effeQs to the 
propofitions juft mentioned, when the difcuffion fo ably han- 
dled in his firft chapter, furnifhed a much more natural caufe 
in the temper.and difpofition of an oppreffed and ignorant po- 
pulace, is by no means juflifiable, becaulfe it leads to dotrines 
which muff perpetuate abufes, and narrow the bafe of a popu- 
Jar conflitution. We fhould be forry to think that the pur- 
pofe of all the pains our author has taken, was to add his fup- 
port to the war, by increafing the prejudices of the people of 
this country againkt the French. He mutt be aware that hof- 
tilities mult one day end between the two nations; and we 
leave him to judge what kind of a peace it will be, and how 
long it will laft, if he and his brother authors fhould fucceed 
in implanting the bitter root of enmity in the hearts of the peo- 
ple of this country againit the French. He confiders the war 
as juftand neceflary, and we cannot therefore fee upon what 
principles we ought to deff? from it: but this is a fubje&t too 
hackneyed for farther obfervation. 

We have already hinted that Mr. Playfair is frequently at 
variance with himfeif. We have feldom met with an author 
who f{truggles harder between prejudice and conviction. The 
diforder he complains of is a complication, and his medicines 
counteract each other. His intention evidently is to fupport 
the war and to decry the French; but, upon the whole, the 
democrat is much more indebted to him than the ariftocrat. 
The latter cannot furely confider the following as an obliga+ 
tion— : 


‘ Amongft the many faults of the jacobins, and along with all 
their duplicity, they have the advantage of always appearing to 
{peak plain, and they let flip no opportunity of doing fo when they 
can. It is excellent policy, and their enemiés would neither lofe 
any thing of their dignity nor of their fuccefs, if they were to adopt 
the fame mode. The. dire& language of the jacobins has made 
them underftand each other, and co-operate -over all the countries 
pf Europe, while a few crowned heads have miftaken each other's 
intentions on almoft every occafion; and by their miftakes, and the 
misfortunes which have followed, brought the fafety of all regular 
governments into danger.” P. $57. 


Mr. Playfair indeed. feldom fhuts his eyes againft the folly 
of what are called: regular governments, i. e. governments 
which confeffedly have -no.ru/z to.go by: and after having fo 
¢andidly traced the:caufes of the French revolution, it is.but 
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natural for him to allow (which he does more than onee)that 
the fame caufes. muit produce the fame effects. We fcarcely 
secolleét’ in any work, reckoned democratic,.a fentiment more 
expreflive of the infatuation of regular governments than the 
following; ‘the italics are the author’s— 


‘ The exifting governments of Europe, excepting none, hold 
abufe, when fandified by precedent too facred, and therefore abufes 
are always accumulating without any hopes of their being diminifh- 
ed. The French government is bad, but it is an experiment, and 
perpetually flatters people with the hope of improvement. Other 

overnments, vaftly more free in themfelves, and vaftly more con- 
ducive to individual happinefs, do not offer any hope’ of improve- 
ment, and therefore create difcontent.’ P. 721, 


This is all that a reformer wants to be conceded. But Jet 
not the ariftocrat_ defpair: there are crumbs of comfort, in 
the next page but one, even for him— 


‘ There is one reform in this country that will inevitably bring 
op a revolution when it takes place; that is the reform of the ‘re- 
prefentation of the people ; therefore that reform fliould be by fome 
means prevented ; and though there are many devices that may be 
fallen upon to re/ard the meafure, there is but one to prevent it. 
The houfe of commons muft fhow that it réquires no reform, and 
then the nation will be contented ; but never till then.’ Pp. 723, 


Does not Mr, Playfair know that the houfe of commons 
has fhown that it requires no reform, as much as it can fhow 
any thing, by the votes of a great majority ? a majority which 
not only decided that it wanted no reform, but that it was 
even improper to inquire whether it wanted a reform or not | 
But Mr. Playfair infinuates plainly that it does yet want a re- 
form; and he advifes the members to fet about it. Will they 
take his advice ? This we doubt, unlefs the general voice of 
the people firft recommend it, then petition, then cry aloud, 
and-evén § lift up their voice in the ftreets’ for it. Mr. Play- 
fair muft acknowledge that thefe are the three juftifiable fteps 
which the people may take legally. If then the houfe cf com- 
mons remain deaf, the people will read hiftory and look for 
precedents. 

Such is the work which our author has compiled with a 
view to fupport the government of this country at the expenfe 
of that of France. From the extra¢éts we have given, our 
readers will fee that he has alternately courted the prejudices 
of beth parties; but thofe parties will be affeéted very. differ- 
ently by the compliment.,.The democrat will fay; % thefe 


— goncefiions are precifely what I want: let him paint:the ctuek 


ties. of France in what colours ‘he pleafes;-I can take his com 
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cluGions without his premifes.’ The ariftocrat will exclaim 
‘ Non tali auxilio,’ or, in‘the more familiar language of Fal- 
ftaff, * Do ye calk'this-backing your friends ??—Reformers 
who come with real grievances, have nothing to fear from this 
attack on jacobinifm, nor from the author’s attempt to conne&@ 
principles with the abufe of them. They may, on the con- 
trary, derive abundance of encouragement from the whole 
work. .It‘is a powerful appeal in favour of public opinion, 
and a {trong diffuafive from the contempt in which courts are 
apt to hold that opinion. Should the queftion now.be, whe- 
ther it is not poflible te conftruct a hiftory of the French re- 
volution that fhall be entirely in favour of regular govern- 
ments,—we anfwer, No. The French revolution is an event of 
a nature fo fingular, that, with whatever prejudices the hifto- 
rian fets out, if he is not grofsly neglectful of truth, and 
confequently of his own reputation, he will inevitably com- 
pofe a work from which both princes and people muft derive 
the moft ufeful leffon that ever providence permitted for the 
amelioration of civil fociety. 





- 


“A Praétical Arrangement of the Laws relative to the Excife. 
Wherein the Statutes and Adjudged Ca/es, affe&ing Officers, 
Smugglers, Profecutions, Licenfes, and the Commodities fub- 
jee ta Excife, are carefully digefted 3 and the whale Sy/iem of 

' the Excife Laws placed in a clear and perfpicuoys point of 
View, To which is added, an Appendix.of Precedents of 
Convictions, Sc. By Anthony Highmore, ‘Fun.—Solicitor. 
2 Vols. -8vo,-- 8s. Boards. Butterworth. 1796. 


[X ftating the abje& and plan of this work, Mr. Highmore 
offers; amony many others, the following fatisfaCtory rea- 
fons for its publication — 


¢ The gredt accumulation of ftatutes and cafes relative to the 
revenue of excife, fronr its firft eftablifhment to the prefent period ; 
the numerous alterations frequently made by the legiflature, in the 
duties; the methods of collecting them, and the meafures neceflary 
to fecure them from obftruétion; add to which, the infinite va- 
riety of {chemes ingenioufly; invented for evafion and oppofition ; 
with the authorities of fhe court of judicature on all thefe branch- 
es, as they fprung from the ftem; feemed to fuggeft the utility and 
neceflity of a methodical and pradtical arrangement — which fhould 
embrace this variety of matter, and point out the relative duties and 
limitations of the officers andsparties concerned, 

© To this end, I have undertaken the labour of which the fol- 
lowing pages are the refult ;—-In the Preliminary. Obfervations the 
reader will ‘find’ the feritiments of fonie of the beft writers on the 

te fubject 














386 | Le Grand’s Tales» 


fobject of revenue and taxation in general, arifing from the luxu- 
ries and neceffaries of life ; their generat effect and operation ;. with 
a fummary view of that fyitem, as it regards the ‘well-being and 
progrefs of a well-ordered {tate ; and a brief account of the reves 
nues and excife of Great-Britain. 

‘ As my defign was to confine my own and the reader’s atten- 
tion to this branch of revenue alone,I have carefully avoided, as 
much as poflible, entering into any part of the laws inftituted for 
the eftablifhment and collection of the duties of cuftoms, except 
where their immediate connection appeared infeparable, where fi- 
milar powers were delegated, or the analogy of cafes and decifions 
rendered the notice of them in any way ferviceable to the prefent 
defign.’ Pp. i. 


The technical part of the work before us is preceded by 
obfervations on revenue in general, and on that of our own 
country. in this preliminary fection there is little originality 
of remark: but the opinions of the various writers on the fub- 
ject of political economy are accurately quoted ; and though 
the author does not diltinguifh himfelf as a reafoner, or a pro- 
pofer of fy{tems, he has collected facts of confiderable import- 
ance, and difcovers, very creditably to his heart and his under- 
ftanding, a deference for the fentiments of thofe enlightened 
politicians who are celebrated for the liberality and the faga- 
city of their fpeculations, 

The materials which compofe this digeft of the excife laws, 
have been felected with diligence and corre€tnefs, and are 
difpofed with a refpeétable perfpicuity of arrangement. 
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Fabliaux or Tales, abridged from French Manufcripts of the 
XT ith and XI1Ith Centuries by M. Le Grand, feletied and 
tranflated into Englifh Verfe. JVitha Preface and Notes. 
Vol. I. 8ve. 145. Boards, Faulder, 1796. 


$ HE following work’ (fays the author) ‘ is an attempt at a 

metrical tranflation of fome fabliaux, or French tales, con- 
tained in the collection made by M. le Grand, and firft publifhed 
tn cétavo; afterwards (in 1781) in five {mall volumes. “The ori- 
ginal compofitions, of which this author has«given us abridgments 
or extracts, being of the 1ath and 13th centuries, are confequently 
anterior to our Englifli hiftorical ballads and metrical romances, of 
which they are probably the originals ; and, being written in a lan- 
guage which at that period was common to France and England, 
may be confidered as equally connected with the literary-hiftory of 


hoth countries.’ _P, i. 


The tales which are here verified, are Aucaffin and Nicor 
ge | , "Tete 
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Jette—the Lay of the little Bird—the Prieft. who. had a Mother 
in [pite of Himfelf—the Canoneffes and the Gray Nuns—the 
Order of Kuighthood—the Gentle Bachelor--the Mantle made 
aini[s—the Mule witiout.a Bridle—the Knight and the Sword 
—ihe Vale of Falfe Lovers—the Lay of Sir-Lanvat—the Lay 
of Sir Gruélan. 

Of thefe the moft various and interefting is the firt. The 
fourth has very little init. The ftory of the ‘Mantle made amifs’ 
is well known from the Boy and Mantle in Percy’s Reliques. The 
two laft are rather.too fimilar. We think, therefore, a better 
felection might have been made; notwithftanding which, the 
publication is amufing, elegant, and.even inftructive; for the 
author has given notes, abridged from thofe of M. le Grand, 
which entey into many curious particulars relative to the mid~- 
dle ages of Europe ; and in a well-written Preface, ‘has given 
a concife account of the trouveurs and troubadours, the north- 
ern and fouthern French poets, the latter of whom dealt 
chiefly in paftoral and love poems, and the former in tales of 
chivalry or humour. 

With regard to the verfe, it is not in general highly finith- 
ed, and does not rife much beyond the narrative ftyle; fo that 
it may be queftioned whether the ftories receive any great ad- 
vantage from being told in meafure.. That in which the poe- 
try is the beft, is the tale of Aucaflin and Nicolette, from 
which we fhall, therefore, fele& a paflage for the entertain- 
ment of our readers— 


* Inquire we now how Nicolette has far’d, 

She too a thrall, with conftant watch and ward: 
One night, poor fleeplefs child, her eyes fhe bent 
On the bright moon, that fill’d the firmament, 
(For twas the feafon now of prime delights, 
Of calm long days, and mild unclouded nights,) 
And heard the garden echo with the tale 
Of night’s lone bird, the fongftrefs nightingale ; 
And, as fhe liften’d, ftraight her fancy rov’d 
To her loft Aucaffin, her beft belov’d ; 
Thence to his cruel fire, whofe ruthlefs mood 
Caus’d all her wo, and fought to fhed her blood. 
[t-chane’d her matron warder flept that hour: 
She feis’d the time ; and, bent to flee the tower, 
Crept from her couch with noifelefs trembling hafte, 
And o’er her limbs her filken mantle caft ; 

_ Next her twain fheets with knots united ftrong 
Slow to the window’s beam fhe trail’d along, 
And by the end made faft ; then on the length 
Down-fliding, clafping with her utmoft ftrength, 
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' Soon in the garden gay the’ maid did fi ght, \ : 


And trod the dewy grafs with daifies white; 
White were the flowers, yet, barefoot as fhe far'd, 
Seem’d dark of hue witl» Nicolette compar'd. 

* Led by the favouring moon’s unclouded ray 
The garden’s gate fhe pafs’d, then fhap’d her way — 
On through the town, till w ectlefs fhe arriv’d 
Where lay her love, of liberty dep oriv’d. 

‘ A maffy tower it was, of ancient day, 

Now full of chinks, and verging to decay ; 

And from its gaping crannies ; feem’d to rife 

Sad words of wo and lamentable fighs: 

Such piteous plaining ftay’d the liftenirie maid, 
Clofe to its gloomy walls her ear fhe laid, 

Then quickly learn’d the’ wretched piifoner there 
Was Aucaffin, thé victim of defpair. 

* Ah gentle bacheior !’ the maid began, 

* Why thus lament? why fhed thy tears in vain? 
Thy fire, thy houfe, in common hatred‘join,  ° ' 
Sweet Aucdffin ! I never can be thine ! 
Farewell ! I go, the boundlefs ocean crofs’d, 
In a ftrange land to dwell, to thee for ever fof : 
E’en as ‘fhe fpoke, orie cluftering ringlet fair 

Her dainty fingers fever’d from her hajr, 

And caft unto her love; the gentle boy 

Caught up the precious gift with antorous joy, 
The crifped lock with glowing kiffes preis’d, 
Then chip'd | in clofe concealment to his breatt ; 
And, ‘ ah, fweet Nicolette! thou may'ft not flee ! 
Sweet maid! ” he eried, * I cannot part with thee ; 
If from this land thy lucklels footfteps wend, 

Thy deed will fadly bring my days to end,’ 

* On the tower top, for yeedful watch and ward, 
A fentinel there ftood, its cuftom’d guard; 

He heard their moan ; it fill’d his heart. with ruth 
For the poor helpiefs maid and captive youth ; 
When from the diftant entrance of the ftreet 

He caught the trampling found of -haity feet, 
The foldiers of the night ; more. nigh they drew, 
And the bright moon bewray’d them to his view ; 
Each in his hand a fheathlefs falchien held, 

But their long garb the glittering blades conceal'd ; 
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* Wo worth the while !’ he cried, * they. now. are nigh ; 


Sore pity fuch a gentle damfei die! 
And, fhould the perifh, well my. heart doth read 
Young Aucaflin.will not furvive the deed’ 
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Fain would he tell the maid, but then he fears R 
His treacherous words might warn the foldiers’ eats ; 
Atlaft, by fleight his counfel to convey, . : 
He merrily. ’gan chant the following-lay.. 

* Maid, of heart fo true, 

Of treffes fair, of laughing eye, 

Your rofy cheeks bewray the tale 

How your lover you did view : 

But beware thoie lofells nigh ; 

Biting falchjous hid from’you 

In their folded garments lie ; 

Blood paitimes foon enfue, 

. wifdars fail,’ 
‘ Heaven’s peace your fire’s and mother’s foul betide 
For your good deed |’. the gentle damfel-eried ; 
Then backward flunk, and crouching.to the ground, 
And gathering ‘clofe het flowing mantle round, 
Unfeen of all, het dainty limbs fhe laid 
Whete a huge buttrefs caft its difmal. fhade ; 
The foldier band theit cuftom’d, courfe kept on, 
Keiin’d not the lurking maid, and foon wete gonés 
‘Then one farewell the figh’d of deep defpair, — 
And fought the moated ramparts of ' Beaucaire, 

¢ Awhile difmay'd her wifhiful eyes the'caft 
Down ‘on the floping gulph, profound and yatt ; 
But dread of Garins’ ire forebade her ftay, 
And urg'd-her to attempt the dangerous way ; 
With pious hand one myftick crofs fhe made 
In humble truft ef ‘heaven’s directing aid, 
Then, fliddering:down, and graz‘d with many a wound, 
Reach'd the dank bottom of the moat profound, 
One deed was done ; ,but forer toils remain ; 
The fummit of the oppofing fteep to gain : 
It chanc’d, fo favouring fortune feem’d to prove 
‘The partner and the guide of loyal love, 
A pointed ftake athwart her footfteps lay, 
The relick of Beaucaire’s conflifting day ; 
With her twain hands the joyous damfel light 
Caught up the prop, and {trove to {cale the height ; 
Now ftep by ftep her tottering feet the plies, 
Pois’d on her ftaff, and {carcely feems to rife, 
Yet does fhe nought for wearinefs recoil, 
Till the-fteep fammit gain’d rewards her toil.’ Pp. 15. 


The author has thrown into the ‘diction a fprinkling of the 


antique, both-in the words-atd the caft of expreflian, in or- 


der * to adapt the colouring and coftume of language to the 
manners 
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manners he defcribes ;” and in general it has a good effett, 
though fometimes we meet with a line in which an obfolete 
term gives rather a baldnefs than a grace to the verfe in which 
it ftands ; be/ure, for inftance, is an expletive the author is 
fond of : 


‘ The queen defure, was clofe to Lanval’s fide.’— 
‘Such news de/ure, mutt elevate, he faid.’ 


The elegance of the typographical part is greatly increafed 
by head and tail-pieces, engraved by the Mr. Bewicks of 
Newcaille. They are characteriftic; and moft of them tend 
to explain fome circumftartce of the armour or other coftume 
of the times. 


— 





An Arrangement of Briti/h Plants; according to the lateft Im 
provements of the Linnean Syfiem. To which is prefixed, 
an caly Introducion to the Study of Botany. LIlluftrated by 
Copper-plates. By William lVithering, M.D. F.R.S. 
Se. 4 Vols. 8vo. il. 12s. Boards. Robinfons. 
1796. 


Two editions of this work have already paffled in review 


before us *; and have received our approbation : that the 
voice of the public confirmed our opinion, cannot be doubt- 
ed, as a third has fo foon been called for. Of the former 
editions, the fecond contained fo much new matter, from the 
progreflive improvement of the fcience of botany, and from: 
the united labours of the author and thofe friends who com 
mtnicated their difcoveries or obfervations to him, that it was 
rather to be confidered as a new work, than the republication 
of one before edited. ‘The third, which is at prefent under 
confideration, has a ftill fuperior claim to the fame diftinc- 
tion; much fuperfluous matter and reiterated defcription 
being ftruck out to make way for newer and more interefting 
communication,—fome new Britifh genera, and many new 
{pecies introduced,—feveral of the former articles written en~ 
tirely anew, and more altered to advantage. That thefe ad- 
ditions and alterations fhould in fo fhort a period have become 
neceflary, will appear the lefs extraordinary, when it is recol- 
leéted that the memorable era of the introdu€tion of the Lin- 
pan library and mufeum into Eugland took place after the 
laft edition muft have been in a great meafure prepared for the 
efs. Our attention to the prefent edition will therefore 
moft propesly employed in pointing out thefe improve- 
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meiits, as far as is compatible with the nature and’ limits 
of a review, and giving-fuch extracts as will afford pro- 
per examples of the manner in which the author has executed 
his laborious tafk. 

As Dr. Withering has in his Preface given an account of the 
moft material changes in the pian of this edition, we cannot do 
better than to let him fpeak for himfelf; and the rather, as 
this will afford a fpecimen of his ftyle when unfettered by 
{cientific terms, and that brevity of expreffion which is juftly 
confidered by the pupils of the Linnzan fchool as eflentially 
veceffary in defcribing fubjeéts of natural hiftory. The 
Preface, after an introductory paragraph, proceeds thus : 


‘ The genera are now. taken from Schreber’s Genera Plantarum, 
publifhed at Frankfort in 1 789, and 1791. The ftructure of each 
genus is illuftrated by refesttices to fuch figures as are beft calcu- 
lated.to give an. idea of it, -particularly thofe in the inftitutions of 
Tournefort, the works of Gzertner, and the Cryptogamix of Hed- 
wig. ..The exceptions and obfervations at the’ end of each genus 
are alfo confiderably augmented, 

‘ The; characters of. the {pecies have been Somapeeiel with the 
third edition of the Species Plantarum, and with Gmelin’s Sy {tema 
Nature publifhed at Leipfic in 1791. Many of the {pecifie cha- 
racters, particularly in the more difficult tribes, are entirely new, 
and many have ufidergone confiderable alterations.. The author 
has not hefitated in thefe attempts at improvement, ‘becaufe he is 
fully convinced that neither the amendment, nor the entire change 
of thefe characters can produce confufion in the fcience, fo long as 
the trivial names remain inviolable. 

¢ Many of the additional defcriptions taken from foreign authors 
have been difcarded, to make roony for others made by the author 
or his friends from recent examinations of the plants as they grow 
in this ifland: other defcriptions are fhortened, efpecially where the 
plants are well known, and indubitably diftinguifhed by the fpeci-. 
fic character. 

‘ The references to figures fo ably executed by Dr. Stokes for a 
great part of the fecond edition, are moftly preferved in this; though 
not without fome changes in the order of excellence, the erafure of 
a few which were found to be erroneous, and of others which were 
thought too bad to be quoted. “The hiftorical facts relative to the 
older figures, ftating which are copies and whith originals, though 
perhaps thought curious by fome ‘few people, are omitted, partly 
becaufe they are foreign to the purpofe of this work, and partly to 
make room for additional references now ‘given to infinitely better 
figures, in the continuations of Jacquin, Bulliatd, Hedwig, Dick- 
fon, Retzius, Seguier, Hoffman, the Flora Roffica, the Flora Das 
Dica, the Flora Londinenfis, and the Tranfactions of the Linnaean 
Society : 
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Society : befides many from other writers, before omitted, and frotti 
the following books not before, noticed, viz, Allioni Flora Pede- 
montana, Hoffman’s Hiftoria Salicum, Kniphoff’s coloured im- 
prefiions, Smith’s and Sowerby’s chara¢teriftic fignres, Stackhoufé 
and Velley on Marine Plants, and Woodville’s Medical:Botany, 
Swayne’s Gramina pafcua and Dickfon’s fafcieuli of dried plants 


are alfo referred. to, 
‘ The Englith reader will perceive that confi derable ichanges 


have been made.in thé terms, by a nearer approach to the Linnzan 
language; but in this point tle.author rather willingly follows than 
prefumptuoufly attempts to lead the public tafte.; and as the expla- 
matory diétienary of terms is much enlarged and improved, he 
hopes that no perfon will have caufe to regret the change. 

©The claffes gynandria, monecia, diceCia, and polygamia are 
now incorporated with the other clafles; that is, the plants they 
contained are diftributed, each in its proper clafs, according to the 
number of ftamens. This alteration in the fyftem has fiot been 
rhade without the approbation of profeflor Thunberg, the worthy 
tireceffor of the great Linnzeus; and it meets the concurrénce of 
moit of the firft botanifts of the age. 

~ © The teader will find in the prefent edition, many fpecies added 
to the Britifh Flora, fome of them non-defcript : a few have been 
difcarded becaufe confeffedly ‘not indigenous, but fome doubtful 
ones are yet retained, upon the principle, that their retention can 
produce no inconvenience, whilft their omifion might be a real de- 
fect. | 

‘ In the cryptogamia clafs, and in fome other parts where the 
f{pecies are very numérots, new arrangements ‘have been attempted, 
in hopes of facilitating their inveftigation. The fyftem of agarics 
formed for-the fecond edition; has been improved, and confiderably 
augmented ; and laftly, to gain more room, the ufes of the differ- 
eht plants have been thrown into notes at the foot of the page.’ 

P. Y. 

- The introdu@tion to the ftudy of botany, of which the in- 
troductory obfervations prefixed to each clafs may be confider- 
ed as a continuation, has received fome improvement : thefe 
united form an excellent compendium of the fcience, and 
will be found extremely ufeful to learners, previoufly to their 
entering upon the more arduous but neceffary ftudy of the 
Philofophia Botanica of Linneus. The introduétion to the 
clafs cryptogamia in particular, comprifing a fummary view of 

e valuable Theory of Hedwig, a work not generally known 
in England, and illuftrated by explanatory plates copied from 
that work, though (except in its exordium) nearly the fame as 
in the laft edition, and principally noticed in our review at 
that time,.is too valuable not to be again brought forward to 


obfervation. 
The 
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The direétions for preferving fpecimens for forming a Aar- 
this ficcus are nearly the fame as before, with'the addition of 
‘a method of preferving a i in a moré effe€tual manner, and 
with lefs expenfe than by the ufe of fpirits. The dictionary 
of botanical terms is confiderably increafed, and rendered very 
perfe&t. The lift of authors referred to in the courfe of the 
work is much enlarged, as might be expected from the nu- 
merous publications continually iffuing from the prefs both at 
home and abroad on botanical fubjeéts. Great care appear 
alfo to have been taken in the formation of the feveral indexes, 
and the reference to the different parts is rendeted extremely 


eafy. . 

i. this edition the running title is wholly in Latin; and the 
trivial names ig the margin, which before were Englifh, are 
alfo Latins the reference to any particular plant is by-this 
much facilitated, the Englifh trivial names being often vague, 
and not readily pointing out the {pecies required. Nor can 
this be inconvenient even to ladies and \fuch botanifts as have 
never regularly learnt the Latin language, for whem this work 
is more particularly intended; for we will venture to pro- 
nounée that no perfon can ever acquire a competent know- 
ledge of the Linnzan fyftem, without knowing and under- 
ftanding the Linnzan terms in their original language; and 
this is fo peculiar, that it may be learnt without having previ- 
oufly received any regular inftructions in the Latin, as we 
‘have had occafion to remark in more than one inftante. 

_ The botanical language is, in our opinion, greatly improved 
by being brought nearer t6 the Latin, which has rendered it 
much more pleafant and intelligible to fuch readers as under- 
{tand that language, and not lels {6 té thofe who are nearly 
ignorant of it. To the latter, who mut ftudy fome appropri- 
ate terms, it is not at all more difficult to remember and apply 
the words calyx, petal, amen, anther, flyle, than empalement, 
bloffom, chives or threads, tips, fhafts, &c. But in confe+ 
quence of frequently copying from the laft to the prefent edi- 
tion, thefe alterations are not fo ferupuloufly adhered to as 
they ought to have been, occafioning fome blemifhes which 
we truft the author will remove whenever another fhall be 
called for. We cannot, neverthelefs, help remarking, that 
the attempt to introduce a botanical language purely Englith 
has always failed. The publications of the Litchfield fociety, 
though their language was approved ‘by the ‘high authority of 
Johnfon, have funk into oblivion; which, as they have fome 
intrinfic merit, can only be attributed to this circumfance: 
Our author himfelf, in the paflage which we have extracted 
from the Preface, acknowledges that he has been cdliged, ia 
great meafure, to give up this favourite idea: and we hope; 
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in another edition, he will make ftill more confiderable altera- 
tions. The language ufed by profeffor Martyn in his Bota- 
nical Diétionary, and in his edition of Miller’s Gardener’s 
Di&ionary, comes the néareft to our notions of perfeétion in 
this point, though fome of his terms are fuch as we cannot 
entirely approve. 

The claflification is that which was introduced by profeffor 
Thunberg, and which feems to be gaining ground. In this 
the number of the claffes is reduced to twenty, by the rejec- 
tion of gynandrin, monacia, diwcia, and polygamia. The firft 
of thefe comprifed the greater part of the orchidia, a trul 
natural order; but fome of the other plants arranged in it, if 
accorded with the charac¢teriftic marks of the clafs. The 
others, though by many botanifts ftill confidered as neceflary, 
contain no plants which may‘not accord with the other clafles, 
and the reduction of the number is at leaft a fimplification of 
the fyfiem. Whether the method of the learned profeffor 
will be generally adopted, remains doubtful; we are not ig- 
norant that fome of the firft botanifts in this country are 
averfe to this innovation ; and we do not think it incumbent 
on us to give a decided opinion at prefent upon a fubjeét,: 
which will probably foon undergo a full difcufhon. 

In the orders, Sir Charles ‘Chunberg made no changes 
but fuch as became neceflary, by the removal of the plants 
belonging to the four rejected claffes into thofe to which they 
were then transferred. Dr. Withering has, neverthelefs, 
made a very material, and, in our opinion, great improve- 
ment, by rejecting the order monogamia from the clafs /yn- 
genefia, after the example of Gmelin. The plants ia this 
order have flowers of a very different {truCture from thofe of 
the reft of the clafs, and the anthers of viola, jafione, and 
impatiens, though ilightly conneéted, being yet totally diflimi- 
lar to thofe of the compound flowers. Some obje€tion may 
perhaps arife to the removal of /odelia, in which the anthers 
really form a cylinder; but when it is remembered that in 
this as well.as the other three genera, the feeds are contained 
in a capfule,—a circumftance which deftroys all analogy with 
the reft of the orders in this clafs,;—we think the author will 
be confidered as fally juftified in adopting this alceration. 

In the eryptogamia clals, an addition of two orders has 
takéfi place after Schreber. From four they are now in- 
creafed to.fix 5. the firft of thefe is called mifcellanea, includ- 


jing the genera cqui clumsy Lycopodium, pilularia, and ifoétes ; of 


which the fecond has heretofore been arranged with the 
gnofles, and the three others with the ferns, with little or no 
analogy to cither. ‘The title of Schreber, mi/cellanee, is 

; : certainly 















Withering’s Arrangement of Brinfh Plants. 395 


certainly vague and un({cientific,; but the abfolute anomaly of: 
the plants to the other orders, and to each other, is an excufe 
for it ; and it muft be allowed that it is not more exceptionable 
than the Appendix Palme of .Linnzeus himfelf. We. cannot,: 
however, pafs over this without exprefling our furprife at 
finding in the GENERA, equi/etum,and_ lycopodium only in this 
order, and pilularia and ifoetes placed as before in the order 
filices. The remaining order is called hepatica, comprifing 
jungermannia, marchantia, targionia, blafiay riccia, and an- 
thoceros, now feparated from the a/ge. 

Dr. Withering has now arranged the genera together in the 
firft volume, inftead of placing them.as before at the head of: 
their refpective /pecies. By this difpofition they are more 
teadily referred to for examination, and the whole work makes 
the only complete GENERA AND sPECIEs of Britifh plants 
hitherto publifhed; no other author of a Britifh Flora having 
given the genera at length. The additional genera are /agurus, 
calamagroftis, cyclamen, pene, tamarix, leucoium, linnea, 
and calendula : befides which we find malaxi:, formerly a {pe- 
cies of ophrys ; exacum, before a {pecies of gentiana ; menchia 
for myagrum; and blechnum, before a fpecies of e/munda. 
The genera bunias ifatis and crambe are removed from tetra- 
_ dynamia Siliquafa to Z. filiculofa, and we think with propriety- 

The generic charaéters, though neceflarily in general tranfla- 
tions from Linneus or other authors, are now newly tranf- 
lated, and the whole modelled and arranged ‘afreth. We fhall 
fele&t vicia and filage, the latter being original ; and they will 
at the fame time ferve for fpecimens of the botanical language 
ufed in this edition. 


© VICIA, Tourn. 212. Gertn, r5t. 

© Car. Cup 1 leaf, tubular, upright, with § fhallow clefts, acute, 
the upper teeth fhorteft, approaching, all the teeth equal in 
breadth, 

* Bross. butterfly-fhaped. 

‘ Standard oval, with a broad oblong claw, notched at the 
end, with a fharp point in the middle, reflected at the fides, 
comprefled and raifed in a line running lengthways. 

‘ Wings 2, oblong, upright, in the fhape of half a heart, 
with an oblong claw, fhorter than the ftandard. . 

* Krel with an oblong cloven claw, the bellying part com. — 
preffed, in the fhape of halfa circle, fhorter than the wings. ' 

* Stam. Filaments 10, g united. Anthers upright, roundifh, 
_ with 4 furrows. ) . 

_* Nefary gland fhort, tapering to a point, arifing from the 

receptacle, and fituated between the united filaments and the 


ermen, 
Bem .<) * Pst. 
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* Pist. Germen ftrap-fhaped, compreffed, long. Style threads 
fhaped, fhorter, bent upwards, ata rightangle. Summit blunt, 
bearded acrofs the under fide below the end. 

‘ S. Vess. Legumen long, like leather, with 2 valves aiid 1 cell, 
terminated by a point. 

‘ Sgeps many, roundifh.’ Vol. i. Pp. 3%5. 





‘ FILAGO. Gertn, 166: 

* CAL. common, cylindrical or g-cornered, tiled. Scales outer, 
egg-{pearfhaped, acute, cottony ; z#mer fhining, coloured, ta- 
pering to a point. 

‘ Boss. compound. Florets, hermaphrodites, few, tubular, ir 
the centre. Florets, females tubular, numerous, furrounding 
the former. Ofher females, moftly without petals, fewer, placed 
immediately within the feales of the calyx. 

* Individuals, hermaphrodite, funnel-fhaped; dorder with 4 
clefts, expanding, 

‘ Individuals, female, immediately furrounding the preced-. 
ing, funnel-fhaped ; rude very flender, fwollen-at the bafe ; dor- 
der cloven, acute. : 

‘ STAM. Filaments in the hermanhrodites 4, very fhort. Anthers 
forming a cylinder. 

*. Pist, Germen, in the hermaphrodites, very finall, abortive. 
Style hair-like, as long as the border. Summits 2, upright, but 
ftanding wide. 

‘ Crm in the females in bdiatety furrounding the above, 
oblong. Svyle hair-like, longer than the border. Summits 2, 

- open: ! 

¢ Females immediately within the calyx. Germen oblong. 

Style hair-like, longer than the. border. Summits 2; long, ex 

panding. 

* S. Vess. none. Calyx unchanged. 

* Seeps of the hermaphrodites barren; crowned with down. 

. ~ of the inner females oblong; crowned. Down fhort, 
fimple. 

é of the outer females oblong, naked. 

¢ Recept. naked, : : 

‘ Oss. This generic defcription is taken from the obfervations 
of the very accurate and admirable Leers 3 it accords with our {pe- 
cies, which is by no means the cafe with that given by Linnzus, 
who is faid to have formed it from a view of the F ilago acaulis.’ 
Vol. i. R, 345- 


We thall take an early opportunity. of contitiving otir ob- 
fervations on this ufeful work ;-and, in the mean time, very 
cordially recommend it to the’ attention of our botanical 
readers. 

723% * (Ze be continued.) 
Three 
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Three fuceefive Tours in the North of England, and great Part 
of Scotland. Interfperfed with Defcriptions of the’ Scenes 
they prefented, and occafional Obfervations on the State of 
‘Society, and the Manners and Cufioms of the People. By 
Henry Skrine, Efq. 4to. 125. Boards. Elmfly. 1795. 


ME: Skrine appears to have had no other defign in thefe 

tours than to gratify that general curiofity which is con- 
tented with a view of vifible objects, without deep refearch, 
and without a determinate purpofe. What he committed to ‘ 
paper was for his own amufement: but the old inducement 
with modeft authors— the folicitations of fome few partial 
friends’—is offered as the excufe why they are now publifhed. 
We haye no reafon to blame the partiality of his frierids. 
Mr. Skrine writes like a gentleman, and a man of tafte. His 
defcriptions atf correct, often ‘animated; his attention to ob- 
jects of art and nature well directed; and thofe who have pur- 
fued the fame track will find their memories, agreeably refrefh- 
ed by a perufal of this work. 

The firft of thefe tours was made many years ago, and in- 
cludes part, of, the three counties of Derby, York, and Not- 
tingham.. "This # comprifed in one chapter, and is more 
hafty and {uperficial than the others. ‘The fecond was taken 
in, 1787, and ‘ commencing with the vale of the Trent in 
Staffordfhire, approached the: beautiful region of the lakes of 
Cumberland, ,Weftmoreland, and Lancafhire, by Liverpool, 
Prefton, and Lancafter,” the weftern highlands, and other 
parts of Scotland, which he leaves by Berwick. The third 
tour. was.taken in 1793 from Edinburgh to the-eaftern coaft, 
by St. Andrews, Dundee, and Aberdeen, to Fort George and 
Invernefs, &c. . 

In the courfe of thefe travels it was his objeét ‘ to mark 
out: fome fine points of view which have sot yet been fully 
explored or defcribed, to, thofe whofe pens or pencils may. do 
them more juftice.” His remarks on ‘ the State of Society’ 
occur only in one inftance ; and we fhall felect a few of them 
as a {pecimen of the work. His-defcriptions of places and 
fcenery cannot be broken into parts fo advantageoufly, and 
we have therefore given a general character of them. 

At the conclufion,of his firft tour into Scotland, he gives 
the following charaGter of the country and people— : 


‘ On bidding farewell to this ancient and fingular nation, I can- 
not but look back with pleafure upon the feveral fources of enter- 
tainment.and inftruGtion it afforded in our curfory paffage through 
it. Inferior to its mighty neighbour in riches, ornament, and cli- 
mate, it ftill exults in fome of nature’s choiceft affemblages: its. 
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Yoecks and mountains rife in almoft unrivalled magnificence: and 
its lakes expand their glaffy bofoms over extenfive vales, beneath 
the horrors of impending precipices. Neither is cultivation banith- 
ed from the remoteft regions; for in the midft of furrounding de- 
ferts, the traveller is often agreeably furprifed to find a valley teem- 
ing with every luxuriance ‘of waving crops, watered by gentle 
ftreams, and adorned ‘with picturefque villages. The fouthern parts 


‘of this kingdom are {till more productive: and few counties in 
‘England can exceed the Lothians in fertility ; nor may that coun- 


try be called bare of wood, which exhibits groves like thofe ‘of 
Athol, ‘Taymouth, and Inverary. Noble rivers and ftately bridges 
are to be found ‘in every diftrict ; nor can many cities in Europe 
contend with Edinburgh and Glafgow in magnificence. 

‘ It muft be confeffed, however, that ‘the common people of 
Scotland are more than a century behind the Englith in improve-~ 
‘ment; and the manners of the Lowlanders in particular cannot 
fail to ‘difgutt a ftranger. All the ftories that are pro aed of the 
filth and habitual dirtinefs of this people are furpafled by the regli- 
ty; and the fqualid unwholefome appearance of their garb and 
Countenances, is exceeded by the wretchednefs that prevails within 
their honfes, Their manners are equally unpleafant, being un- 
communicative and forbidding in the extreme; and whole groups 
of villagers fly from the approach of a traveller, like the moft un- 
tamed of favages, The fcene is far otherwife ‘on entering the 
Highlands ; and where nature putting’ on her ruder drefs intrenches 
herfelf in rocks, waters, and mountains, man feems to diveft him- 
felf of his natural ferocity, and appears in a fofter and more advane 
tageous form.—The Highlanders, a manly, bold, and hardy race, 
are courteous in their manners, civil in their addrefs, and hofpita- 
ble to the utmoft extent of their little power. ‘Their houfes it is 
true are mean and inconfiderable ; but within they are often as 
clean as their poverty will allow ; and their doors are never clofed 
againft the neceffities or curiofity of a ftranger. 

‘6 This marked diftintion between two races of inhabitants 
of the fame country is curious, and I believe quite unparalleled in 
any other nation; neither does it feem to wear off in the degree 
that might’ be expected in the common progrefs of improvement. 

ime, 8 ever, mult in all probability effeét it at laft, as the in- 
tercourfe with England becomes more extenfive ; and ag commerce, 
Which: already fpreads its wings over the prisicipal towns of Scotland, 
diffufes its bleflings more generally throughout the kingdom.’ Pp. 70. 


At the conclufion of the third tour into the fame country, | 


“he refumes this fubje& — 


_ © Before I clofe this account of our travel, I feel difpofed to add 
a flew reflections on the ftate of Scotland and its inhabitants, in 
purfuance of the plan I adopted in-my former tour through that 

5 country, 
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country. Every thing then feemed tending in a rapid ftate towards 
perfection : man, like the infect burfting from its chryfalis, appear- 
ed to expand from his ftate of reft and ina¢tivity, and all the’ bleff- 
ings of induftry began to pour their benign influence on this new- 
ly awakened people. Hence arofe that {pirit of emulation and in- 
vention, which produced new manufactures, and improved thofe 
already eftablifhed ; hence alfo {prang that avidity for wealth and 
commercial ‘importance which, together with the eager application 
of its local and natural advantages, carried the Scottifh nation for- 
watd to its zenith of profperity with a celerity altogether unpar- 
alleled. ‘The fame fpirit, roufed as it were from the torpid ftate 
in which it had languifhed through fo many dark ages, manifefted 
itfelf in all their public works and undertakings, as well as in the 
private exertions of individuals; no cities in England could boaft a 
{plendour or regularity equal to thofe of Edinburgh, Glafgow, and 
Perth, and the rifing plantations of the Scottifh nobility and gen- 
try, inftead of embellifhing a fingle diftri&t, covered the face of a 
whole country, and almoft aped the dignity of forefts. 

‘ But alas! all thofe advantages which arife from the polifh and 
refinement of fociety, are too much expofed to the vices growing 
out of their excefs, and the hafty advance of Scotland has expofed 
it, like the early buds of fpring, to the pernicious effeét of that 
chilling torpor, to which the calamitous events of 1793 have ex- 
pofed all the mercantile and cOmmercial world. Wanting that 
deep rooted ftability, which fhould have preceded a difplay of 
grandeur and riches, and embracing a fcale of undertakings rather 
fuited to its ambition than its actual fituation, the fabric became un- 
wieldy, like a child that has outgrown itfelf, and the whole circulation 
ftagnated in a moment beneath the firft attack of adverfity. That 
fhock, which produced the temporary concuflion of an earthquake 
to trade in England, feems to have afflicted the frame of Scotland 
with an univerfal palfy, and nothing can be imagined more deplo- 
rable than the‘afpeét Glafgow in particular exhibited in the almoft 
extinguifhed ftate of its commerce, and the fudden. dereliction of 
its half finifhed buildings. The undue extenfion of paper credit 
fuffered the fame fevere blow as in England; but here, where little 
elfe but paper was current, the f{troke was mare fenfibly felt, and 
is moré difficult to be recovered. Wife and prudent meafures may 
however in part remove the load and avert the impending evil, the 
plan muft be contracted within its proper. compafs, the intrinfic 
wealth and power of the nation confidered in forming the outline, 
and the-advance muft be flow and progreflive. A gradual and re- 
gular improvement in all the orders of fociety will follow, inftead 
of thofe vehement efforts by which a few individuals have adorned 
their immediate territory, while the general mafs has undulated in 
an si a ftate of fermentation. 

Ee4 « Through 
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‘ Through all the extent of this country that I paffed, after an. 
interval of fix years, I could not but lament, in almoft every quar- 
ter, the general fruftration of my fanguine prophecies in favour of 
the Scottif® nation, and the litle progrefs that refinement, which 
then feemed _hatftily. advancing, appears now to have made in fo 
long a period. It may be difficult to trace this properly to its 
fource ; but independent of all’ impediments which have arifen 
from the late perplexed ftate of public credit, much may probably 
be accounted for from the condition of the feveral orders of fo- 
ciety, and their habitual adherence to ancient prejudices. In Eng- 
land, the fcale is gradual and determined between the higheft and. 
the lowett fituatfon ; the nobility generally enjoy the {plendour an- 
nexed, to their ftation without poffeffing an undue influence ; and 
while the rights of the peafant are as fully.afcertained as thofe of 
the priace, bis enjoyments are as powerfully fecured, The ample. 
poffeffions of the gentry, and the opulence derived from commerce, 
form the intermediate links of the great chain of fociety, and the 
whole is fo well conneéted by reciprocal advantages, and fo per-. 
fectly tempered by time and experience, that it aéts with all the 
energy of union, and is fully equal to correét fuch defeéts as may. 
of cafionally rife'in the fyftem, without loofening the great band of 
national concord, In Scotland, we fee the fame, difpofition to ad+ 
vantage the public, without the oe ability ; prejudices of long, 
ffanding interrupt the regular moement of the machine; and the 
many efforts which have been made, though highly commendable, 
have failed in their effeét, for want of that univerfal impulfe, which 
alone can operate d lafting change.’ P. 359. 


To account for this, he depiéts the charaGer of the Scotch 
nobility and lairds, who,. in his opinion, are abfolute and al-' 
moit omnipotent: but for this we refer our readers to the: 
work ; take leave of it by remarking, that, if what Mr. 
Skiine here afferts of the ftate of fociety and improvement in’ 
Scotland be juft, it is not that kind of information which 
could have been collected ina fhort tour; and he appears fo 
inattentive to the progrefs of arts, fciences, and manufaGtures. 
in Scotland, ‘that. we: cannot. reckon it fair to: characterife a 
whole people, without giving his readers fome proofs to con-' 
vince. their judgments, who, in défcriptions like that juft-quot- 
ed, have been too apt to feek only for the gratification of their. - 
prejudices. We donot, however, mean to accufe our author 
of :inifreprefentation. We only doubt whether he had oppor~' 
tunities to form fo decided an opinion of thé {tare of fociety- 
in Scotland: and if he had, we have no means’ of knowing’ 
hat thofe oppoctunidey wore, and bow’ enjoyed. 
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Military Obfervations in a Tour through Part of France, French 
Flanders, and Luxembourg. By F. C. Pleydell, E/q.” 41a. 
75. Qd. Boards. Robinfons. 1795. 


THE author of this publication, having had the advantage 

of travelling under the aufpices of s royal highnefs the 
duke of Glocefter, was enabled to be more minute in his exe 
amination of ‘the. different objects of a military defeription, 
than under other circumftances would have been confiftens 
with his, perfonal fafety. 


* The following letters (fays he) were written to the late lieute- 
nant-general Harvey, adjutant-general of his majefty’s forces, dur- 
ing a tour to the continent in the year 1775, being only part of 4 
larger work continued in 1776 and 1777, through Swabia, the 
Tyrol, and Italy. 1 long fince intended to have publithed the 
whole, with the numerous drawings naturally connected with it— 
but have been hitherto prevented: by the grained of the expence.* 


P. vi. 


From thefe dates it is evident that our author’s -Teprefenta- 
tions are exclufively thofe under the old-French regimes. yet 
they are neverthelefs inrerefting, and, to military men, cannot 
but be valuable even under that difadvantage. Of the ftyle 
and-manner of the work, a continuance of which, we are 
told, € muft depend on ‘the reception fuch a: novel mode.of 
travelling may meet with,’ our readers will form their agian, 
from. the following extract — 


‘ Itis almoft: one. continwed flat’ (fays the author) * from itiewnes 
tq Chaalons... The river: Vefle is croffed about five miles from the 
former, The banks are well wooded, and near the village Les- 
Petites-Loges, fome heights covered with trees, run off to the 
right. Many fmall villages are fcattered over this plain ; and ap- 
proaching. Chaalons, it is much inclofed, particularly along the 
river Marne. I could perceive by the crops, both cut down and 
{tanding, that the foil is in general fertile, 

‘ Chaalons:has much the air of a German town, being built al- 
moft entirely of wood, with the ends of the houfes towards the 
ftreets, as at Bremen, &c. It is very badly paved, and the fireets 
narrow. They. are now ereéting a magnificent town-houte. In 
this part of the country, the common ftone ufed in building is of 
a foft chalky mature: there -are many quarries in the neighbour- 
hood. The chevalier de Crancé de Loify is what they call gover- 
hor-commandant ; but only one company of the Gardes-du-Corps. 
is ftationed there, confifting of four hundred men; commanded by 
an exempt, The fortifications are in very indifferent repair. Near 
the town are fome fine public walks. 
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_ * Fhe fame flat open country continues to St. Menehoud, which 
lies. in a little vale upon the river Aifne. A marfhy bottom opens 
to the right, foon after Jeaving Chaalons, ftill enlarging as we ap- 
proach the former. Defcending to the town, a formidable defilé 
appears to the right, the banks of the Aifne becoming very com- 
manding. St. Menehoud is but fmall, nor are any troops ftation- 
ed there: however, there is a governor, comte Defpits. 

- *: Nothing can be more beautiful and romantic than the hilly 
country between this- place and Clermont-en-Argonne, forming a 
very ftrong pafs near the latter. ‘There is abundance of wood, in- 
ter{perfed with pleafant little vallies and arable land. ‘This trae is 
very extenfive, and goes by the name of the Foreft of Argonne, 
lying chiefly in the diftrict called the Clermontois. It runs generally 
in a north.weft and fouth-eat direction, between two confiderable 
branches of the river Aifne. 

_ © There sis a great defcent to Verdun, fituated in.a marfhy bot- 
tom, on the banks, of the river Meufe, which is very broad: It is 
the chief town in the Verdunois, in the province of Lorraine, and 
feems ftrongly fortified, with a large citadel, but is certainly com- 
manded by the neighbouring heights. "The works appear old, and 
in fome places decayed. They are at prefent repairing them neat 
the efplanade, I dbferved many cracks in the ramparts of the 
citadel, which are conftruéted with too little talzs—indeed they are 
almoft perpendicular. The town is large and populous. 

* The barracks are extenfive buildings ; thofe for the cavalry are 
particularly excellent. The’ bifhop’s palace is upon a fine rifing 
ground, with a beautiful terrace over the river Meufe. The banks 
are flat; the foil clay, mixed with fand; but on each fide of this 
vale, there is a gentle rife, moftly covered with wood. 

‘ The marquis de Chazeron is governor both of the town and 
citadel, The garrifon confifts of one regiment of cavalry, royal 
Piemont, and four battalions of infantry, viz. regiment Poitou, 
two battalions; and a Swifs regiment, Caftella, two battalions ; 
there are alfo feven companies of miners, 

‘ As they were at this time carrying on their annual praétice of 
miniig, the front of a polygon, to a very large fcale, was conftruct- 
ed near the citadel. MM. de Gribeauval was: juft arrived from La 
Fere, with colonel de Rugy. Every part of that branch of en- 
gineering was fully illuftrated in a mafterly ftile. The galleries 
were numerous, running in various directions from the main galle- 
-ry, under the places of arms and covered way, to a great diftance 
' beyond the glacis, ‘They feemed to avoid all capitals. The up- 
rights and crofs-beams were joined with the greateft neatnefs, and 
the whole lining of the galleries moft compaétly:finifhed. The 
paffage to the great ditch, under the curtain of the work, was ele+ 
gantly vaulted with freeftone. 

-.* The feven companies of miners are fufficient to fupply all the 
reliefs, 
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reliefs, though the work is fo'extenfive. . A great many young 
officers, engineers as well as others, conftantly attend. The ‘corps 
of miners, is compofed of excellent workmen, carpentersmafons, 
&c. - As the foil of this {pot is a compact gravel, mixed with hard 
clay; the mining is attended with a confiderable degree of ‘la- 
bour. 

‘ The regiment of cavalry, was the beft I had yet feen in every 
refpeét ; and the four battalions of infantry uncommonly good. 
The regiment of Swifs are of a larger fize than the national troops.” 
P. 27. 
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The Poems of Waiter Savage Landor. 8vo. 4s. Boards. 
| Cadell and Davies. 1795. 


HE moft confiderable of thefe poems is that entitled The 
Birth of Poefy, in three cantos. It opens, not ynpoeti- 
cally, by the following lines— 


¢ Hafte, heavenly Mufe! to whom thefe arts belong, 
To trace-the fources of eternal fong. 

Say firft, Omnifcient! fay what genial clime 

Bore beauteous Poefy ; what happy time? 

Mid feeds umbrageous lay the babe conceal'd 

Whiere Nilus deluges the thirfty field ? 

From caves invifible whofe waters bring 

A golden ,harveft to the lap of Spring— 

Or lay fhe fofter’d near where Indus laves 

His rocks. of adamant with dufky waves : 

Cool’d by whofe breeze the gladden’d negro roves 
Thro’ wide favannahs form’d in palmy groves ? 
Perplexing doubt, with hazy veil denies 

The glorious retrofpeét to mortal eyes : 

Or, clad in varied, dazzling, thin, attire, 

Fiction perfuades, then checks, our vain defire.’ r. 3. 


To our great furprife, we next meet with an account of 
the creation of‘ Adam, and the fall, “Which puts us a little 
in mind of the lady in*Prior, who, to make things /hort, 
came down to Adam. Our author, however, pretty foon 
comes down to Orpheus and the earlier Greek poets, and 
thence’ goes on to charaéterife Tyrtzus, Sappho, and feve- 
ral others, and concludes with Anacreon. We confefs we 
do not fee the author’s plan fo diftin€&tly as we could with, 
in the ordonnance of his poem; perhaps it would be clearer 
were the poem finifhed ; for he tells us his defign is not com- 
pleted by one or two books. In the mean time we are ready 
te acknowledge, that what he has given us contains a _ 
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deal of pleafing defcription and fmooth verfification ; and if his 

wers were piore concentrated,—if he chofe to exercife judg- 
ment as well as. fancy, and to give to: his pieces that deo 
which can only be produced by a fteady adherence to a judi 
cious and well-digefted plan,—we doubt. not but he would pro- 
duce fomething worthy the attention of the public. In the 
mean time we will gratify our readers, by quoting the follow- 
ing lines from his defcription of Anacreon ; part of which are 
worthy the pencil of Albano— : 


* Not thus Anacreon: he, amid the groves 
Of echoing Teos, warbled wildeft loves, _ 
But never there the fiend fierce Envy fhook 
Her {nakes voluminous, with ghaftly look. 
His verfe fubdued her rage, his verfe difarm’d 

_ Her horrid creft, nor dar’d the thence.be chasm’d + 

But, when afar fhe heard the lovely youth, - 
She bit her lips with fiery venom’d tooth.,, 
While he, with pleafing wiles and amorous lay, 
Belield his rofes bldom, his doves and Cupids play. 
Anear, with radiant eye and dimpled {mile, T 
Appear’d the goddefs of the Cyprian ifle: , 
Bleft in immortak youth: her {fnowy: waitt: 
Nectar -bedew'd-and myrtle wreaths embraced, 
Lo! ’neath her feet, and round her fhady court, 
Graces unveil’d and glowing Loves difport. » 
Some on her heaving’ breaft, and temples, twine - 
With apt device, the tendrils of the vines: .: 
Some, tired by play, in :pleafing languor, feize » 
Her purple tunic or her polith’d knees. 90") 
The violet thus, nnconfcious rival | blows. 
Beneath, and woodbines cling around: the rofe':: 
Infinuate, here and there, a ‘thoufand arms, 
Fil! their pink horns with neétar fromvher Charnrs+~ 
‘And fill again—-the buzzing bee, thei gueft, 
Enjoys the prefent.in the future feaft ; 
While they, inebriate by the lufcious gale,. 
Fall to the earth, and moralize a tale, rs 

¢ But hark + what mufic on the zephyr floats, 
In fprightly cadences ! in honey’d notes. . 
Sounds fucli as thefe were heard from Memnon’s fang, 
When $ol firft darted on the dewy plain; 3 
While mighty Thebes the boaft of Egypt ftood,. 
Nor proud Cambyfes raged for gold or blood, 
} know the lay: divine Anacreon Gings, 
And Cupids wast it, on applaufive wings x 
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Thro’ cryftal ‘cups, wherewith the board is crown’d, 
They urge the gently-undulating found. 
His twofotd tribute, there, Apollo pays— 
Fills with vibrations foft, and tender-twinkling rays. 
As moves the wine, the lucid beams it buoys 
With placid’ furge, and darts delicious joys. 
There Loves, on-tiptoe, flutter round the*brim; 
Or ftand afide it, and with garlands trim. 
One, ever playful, ’crofs the furface blows 
The lucid concave of a fhedded rofe. 
Another, bending deeper o’er the fide, 
Sips up with rapture the receding tide.’ \P. 62. 


We muft object to the awkward word anear, and the con- 
traction ’neath. ! 

_ The Apology for Satire is an imitation of Pope’s, * non 
paffibus equis.’ The ftory of Pyramus and Thifbe is not det- 
ter done, to fay the leaft, than the tranflations we have long 
been in poffefon of. Abelard to Eloife brings the author 
again.in competition with Pope; a circumftance which nine- 

-nine authors. out of a hundred would do well to avoid. . 

- The reft of the volume confifts of mifcellaneous poems, 
in which we fee. nothing particularly to notice,—many Latin 
copies of. verfes, which fhow the author’s abilities as a fcho- 
lar;—-and a moral epiftle to earl Stanhope, in which party is 
much more confpicuous than poetry. . 
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General View of the Agriculture of the County of Lancafter: 
with Obfervations on the Means of its Improvement. Drawn 
up for the Confideration of the Board of Agriculture and in- 

: ternal Improvement, from the Communications of Mr. Fobn 
Hott, of Watton, near Liverpool; and the additional Re- 
marks of feveral re{petable Gentlemen and Farmers in the 
County. 8vo. §5. fewed. Robinfons. 1795. 


[X agriculture, as in euany other fcience, the firft obje& is 
to collect and afcertain faéts. In this-way.the furveys of 
the different diftricts of a country become highly ufeful and 
interefting, and fupply the neceflary materials for a general 
fyftem of hufbandry. “The ultimate views, and.the mode of 
arrangement which the Board of Agriculture has marked out, 
are thefe. To afcertain- : 
i** 4, The riches to be obtained from ‘the furface of the national 
territory. : ae Uv 
‘ 2. The mineral or fubterraneous treafures of which the coum- 
try\is poffeffed, 
* 3.-The 
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‘ 3. TFhe-wealth to be derived from its ftreams, riversy canals, 
inland navigations, coafts, and fifheries : and 

* 4¢ The means of promoting the improvement of the people 
in regard to their health, induftry, and morals, founded on a. fta- 
tiftical f{urvey, or a minute and careful inquiry into the actual ftate 
of every parochial diftriét in the kingdom, and the circumftances 
of its inhabitants. 

‘ Under one or other of thefe heads, every point of real im- 
portance, that can tend to promote the general happinefs of a great 
nation, feems to be included.’ P. i. | 


But from the extenfive nature of thefe inveftigations, and 
their differing materially from each other, the attention of the 
Board has been principally directed to the firft objet, the 
cultivation of the furface, and the refources which may. be 
drawn from it. 


‘ That the faéts effential for fuch an inveftigation, might be col- 
lected with more celerity and advantage, a number of intelligent 
and refpectable individuals were appointed, to furnifh the Board 
with accounts of the ftate of hufbandry, and the means of im- 
proving the different diftrifts of the kingdom. The returns they 
fent were printed, and circulated by every means the Board of .A- 
griculture could devife, in the diftricts to which they refpectively 
related; and in ‘confequence of that circulation, a great mafs of 
additional valuable information has been obtained. For the pur- 
pofe of communicating that information to the public in general, 
but riore efpecially to thofe counties the moft interefted therein, 
the Board has refolved to re-print the furvey of each county, as 
foon as it feemed to be fit for publication ; and.among feveral equally 
advanced, the counties of Norfolk and Lancafter were pitched upon 
for the commencement of the propofed publication; it being 
thought moft advifable, to begin with one county on the eaftern, 
and another on the weftern coaft of the ifland. When all thefe 
furveys fhall have been thus re-printed, it will be attended with 
little difficulty to draw up an abftract of the whole (which will not 
probably exceed two or three volumes quarto) to be laid before his 
majefty, and both houfes of parliament ; and afterwards, a general 
report on the prefent ftate of the country, and the means of its 
improvement, may be fyftematically arranged, according to the 
various fubjects connected with agriculture. ‘Thus every individual 
in the kingdom may have, 

* 1. An account of the hufbandry of his own particular coun- 
ty 5 Or, 

‘ 2. A general view of the agricultural ftate of the kingdom at 
large, according to the counties, or diftricts, into which it is divide 


ed; or; 
‘3. An 
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¢ 3, An arranged fyftem of information on agricultural fubjes, 
whether accumulated by the Board fince its eftablifhment, or pre- 
vioufly known ; | 

¢ And thus information refpecting the ftate of ‘the kingdom, and 
agricultural knowledge in general, will be attainable with every 
poffible advantage.’ P. il. 


Whether the adopting of ‘ one uniform model’ of drawing 
up the reports be fuitable to every county, or whether it be 
that which is the moft advantageoufly ufeful in fuch an under- 
taking, we fhall not at prefent inquire. It is the plan'which 
the Board has chofen, and which, in many tefpects, is cer- 
— convenient. 

e have been thus full in explaining the views and the plan 
of the reports of the Board of Agriculture, in order that we 
may not have occafion-to {peak of them in our examination 
ef the furveys of other diftricts. 

We notice, with much pleafure, an obfervation which the 
writer of this furvey makes, in fpeaking of the divifions of 
the county. It is this. ‘ In the Filde,’ (fays he) ‘ fince the 
circulation of the Lancafhire report there, a new fpirit for 
agricultural improvements has arifen, particularly in regard to 
draining, watering, making compofts, manuring their lands, 
&c.’ ‘The land in this part of the county has long been con- 
ducted on a miferable fyitem of management, though poflefled 
of confiderable natural fertility. 

The remarks ‘ on buildings,’ in the third chapter, are, in 
general, trifling, and fometimes but little connected with the 
particular object of the writer’s inquiry. ‘‘Thofe on cottages, 
though few, are of more utility. 

The following; as well as many others in the fame chap- 
ter, we think judicious remarks— 3 


‘ A certain method to excite improvement would be to let farms 
to men of induftry, ingenuity, and property, upon reafonable 
terms, and give leafes for 21 years, free from arbitrary covenants ; 
without this nothing can. éxcite a general and effectual improve- 
ment. For fuppofe a farmer to lay outa few fcore or hundred 
pounds upon his farm in ufeful improvements ;- his landlord fees the 
advantage he is making, fends a valuer to look over his farm; who, 
never confidering (nor being told) what he has done, lays a tax 
upon his induftry, and makes him pay intereft for his own money. 
Daily experience proves the truth of this affertion, and will ever 
operate to the deftruétion of improvement, and of courfe to the 
great difadvantage of the public.’ Pp. 25. 


Inthe chapter on ‘ inclofing,’ we meet with fome obfervations 


which the pra@tical farmer may apply with advantage. ani 
facts 
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facts refpecting the increafe of population by inclofing, are 
important in different points of view; and they fhow clears 
ly the vaft utility and advantage that may be derived from the 


cultivation of out wafte lands. 


‘ In confequence of inclofures and divifion, every occupier has. 
wnqueftionably the means of cultivating his lands to the beft ad- 


_ ¥antage to himfelf; but he cannot effect this without affording ad- 


vantages to the public at large. Superior cultivation requires more 
labour, which requires a’ greater quantity of hand’. The lands 
yield increafed returns ; and produce both meatis to increafe popu- 
lation, and give food to the increafe upon ‘better terms.’ P. 47. 


The information meecing the practice of fallowing, as 
well as that on the rotation of crops, is far frory being fatis- 
factory; there is nothing like fy{tem on thefe points; they 
feem to be proceffes that ate performed at random, and as it 
were by.chances We-do not mean to blame the remarks of 
the furveyor ; they are frequently judicious: it is the abfurdity 
of the practice of the cotinty that we condemns ~The me- 
thod of practice for the cultivation of potatoes is much more 
judicious and valuable. It is, however, too long to-be inferted 
here. A curious method of managing early forts of . this 
excellent vegetable, we fhall prefent to the reader— . 


¢ Upon the fame ground, frorn which a crop-has already been 
taken, the early feed potatoes are in fome places afterwards plant- 
ed; which, after being got up about Noverhber, are immediately 
tut up into fets, and preferved in oat fhells, or faw-duft, where 
they remain till March, when they are planted, after having had 
one {pit taken off, and planted with another, of a length fufficient 

to appear above ground in the fpace of a week. 
¢ But the molt approved method is, to cut the fets, and put thet 
on a room-floor, where a ttrong current of air can be introdueed 
at pleafure, the fets laid thinner, viz. about two lays in depth, and 
covered with the like materials, (thells or faw-duft) about.2 inches 
thick: this fereens them from the. witer frofts; and keeps them 
moderately warm, caufing them to vegetate; but at the fame time 
admits air to firengthen them, and harden their fhoots, which the 
cultivators improve by opening the doors and windows on evety 
opportunity afforded by mild foft weather: they frequently exa- 
imine them, and when the flioots are fprung an inch and a half,or 4 
inches, they carefully .remove one half of their covering, witha 
wooden rake, or with the hands, taking care not to difturb, of 
break, the fhoots. Light is requifite as well as ait, to ftrengthes 
and eftablifh the fhoots; or which account a_green-houfe has thé 
advantage of a room, but 4 room anfwers very well with a good 
Wihdow or two in it; and if to the fun ftilt better.—In this mati- 
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enthey fiffer them to remain till the-planting feafon, giving them 
all the air poffible by the doors and windows, when it can be done 
with fafety from froft : by this method the fhoots at the top become 
yreen, ‘leaves are {priing, and are moderately hardy. They then 

lant tHem in rows, in the ufual method, by a fetting- ftick, and 
carefully rake up the cavities made by the fetting-ftick ; by thjs 
method they ; are enabled-to bear a little froft without injury. The 
earlieft potatoe is the fuperfite white kidney ; froin this fort, upon 
the fame ground, haye been raifed 4 crops; having ‘{ets' from the 
Yepofitory ready to put in as foon as the other were ‘taken ip; and 
a fifth crop is fometimes raifed from the fame lands, the fame year, 
‘of tranfplanted winter lettuce. The firft crop had thie advantage of 
a covering in frofty nights.’ Pp, 61. 


On watte: Jarids; and the means of improving them} 3 we ob- 
ferve fame ufeful hints. ‘But in a county where the produce 
is very itiadequate to the confumption, we could not have 
fuppofed that one hundred and eighty thoufand fivechundred 
acres Of sland remained in an uncultivated ftate.. This, how- 
ever, Mr. Holt ftates to be the cafe, on the authorityof Mr. 
Yates; who made calculations with this particular defign. 

The facts concerning .the improvements. and tnethods of 
bringing mofles into ey deferve to be:niore generally 
known. 

The circurnftances relative to the conftruétion: of. draing 
aré detailed in too concife a way to be ufeful. On the prac- 
tice of »paring and Burning, the furveyor fays— 


¢ Paring and burning has been too much practifed, its Heftrudtive 
effects are but too apparent upon many farms where it has been 
frequently repeated. Great crops may have been procured, by this 
means, for a few years; but the foil in thé end jis deftroyed. Upon 
firong bent, heath, fungous mofs, matted ruffes, or turfy peat 
lands, the praétice may be good, and if only repeated till thofe 
bodies are deftroyed, is attended with fuccefs. 

‘ Paring, with the byrnidg, is a laborious and troublefome mode 
of cultivation ; its. fuccefs depends upon circumftances, and one 
crop out of thrée i is, in many inftances; the amount of what may 
be expeéted.to be reaped in fecurity. After the fods have been 
dried and burtied in {imall heaps, the afhes are {pread upon the 
ground whilft yet. warm, and the grotind ploughed, fowed, and 
harrowed 1 in immediately, if the weather permit. If the athe: get 
wet or grow cold before this operation::c3 cam be effected they are in- 
jured.’ Pp, 110. 


On the ufe of manures, we have fome ufeful fads. THofe 
on marle feem to be the moft important; this being the fub- 
ftance the moft gerierally employed in this county, and 
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upon which moft of the late improvements have depend- 
ed. 


¢ Marle has been tried as a manure after being burned, which 
may be in a kiln after the manner of lime, or laid over a gutter, 
under which faggots, &c. for fuel, have been previoufly laid. It 
has alfo been burned in a’‘common oven, and been found to an- 
{wer at about ten bufhels per ftatute acre, after being bruifed intoa 
kind of powder, and fown with the hand asa top,dreffing. Marle 
is an excellent i improver of the foil, under fo many different cir- 
cumftances, that it cannot be recommentiod too often, nor praifed 
beyond its real merits. It adds to the ftaple ‘of the foil, and im- 
proves its quality, and renders manure, of whatever kind, more 
effeétual, ‘with lefs in quantity ; it will admit a repetition ‘of the 
procefs, ‘with equal advantage, again and again, Im fhort, fo far 
as experience proves in Lancafhire, it feems the grand bafis where~ 
on every agricultural improvement fhould be eftablifhed. 

‘ The fummer is the beft feafon for laying marle upon the land, 
fometimes immediately after a crop of hay has been taken. © Its ef- 
feéts upon the grafs are foon vifible, from therich verdure which it 
produces. Long experience has fufficiently proved the propriety of 
the general practice of the county ; whichis, to lay, the marle upon 
grafs lands—the older the better; the {ward and grafs united caufes 
a fermentation and putrefaction, which feems neceflary to. produce 
a proper effect. 

‘ The quantity laid on is from two to three, or three and a half, 
cubic roods of 64 yards to every ftatute acre ; the expence of which 
is, accogding to the diftance carried, if in the fame field, or within 
the diftance ‘of fixty rods, on the average, at about eight pounds 
per acre. Itis reckoned a much better praétice to have the marl- 
ings repeated, with a gentle covering, than a ftrong thick coat of 
marle, which is intended to lait a number of years. If thefe dreff- 
ifigs of marle were repeated more frequently (and no hufbandry has 
been found to: pay better), the lands in Lancafhire, in general, 
would be found much more produétive. 

‘ The marle fhould partake both of one fummer’s fun, and one 
winter’s frofts, at leaft, After being expofed to the effeéts of the 
weather, in large lumps, it begins to fall, or melt; the particles 
appear unctuous and foapy, and the quality of the fubftance feems 
quite changed from its original ftate, Then, in the enfuing {pring, 
it fhould be divided (the parts now feparate with eafe), and equally 
diftributed upon every part of the furface, this is, with facility, ef- 
feéted by harrows, &c. after which it is ufually ploughed under ; 
but, if permitted to remain a year or two longer, the lands would 
be more improved in the iffue, by the length of time given previous 
to the marle being ploughed in. But the marle does not produce 
its full effects upon the foil, till intermixed and incorporated by a — 
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repetition of ploughings, and an intermixture of dung, or other 
manure, for marle is not effectual without fuch addition.’ p. 112. 


' The article under the head ‘live ftock,’ is interefting in 
feveral points of view; though many of the facts which it 
contains have been long known. ‘The ftocks, however, of 
cqws, fheep, and horfes, in this county, are capable of great 
itprovement: and require to be more attended to. 

Mr. Dicas’s la€tometer is certainly an ingenious invention 3 
and if it fhould be found, on further trial, to thow with accuracy 
the richnefs of different kinds of milk, may be applied to 
many ufeful purpofes, particularly in the bufinefs of the dai- 
ty-farm. 

The feeding of cattle is 2 matter of fuch importance, that 
we are tempted to prefent our readers with a paflage on the 
fubjet— 


‘ Boiling corn ‘has been prattifed by fome others, with good fuc- 
cefs. A little linfeed improves thequality. Hay feeds, that drop 
out of the hay, fhould be carefully preferved, and worked up in 
mixtures of ‘potatoes’ or oats, either fcalded or boiled. The fur- 
veyor has experienced the good effects of hay-feeds upon his cattle, 
for many years; an ingenious farmer, lately talking upon this fub- 
ject, obferved, thatthe feeds ‘of many weeds might bé converted 
to good ufe; and fpoke with confidence of the feeding quality of 
fome of them.’ p. 164. | 


Under the head ‘ rural economy,’ the reader will meet 
with fome ufeful obfervations. Thofe on ‘ political economy’ 
alfo deferve attention. On the fubje& of roads, Mr. Holt 
feems to have been guided by experience and found judgment. 
The matter is deferving of much more attention than has yet 
been beftowed upon it. 

On examining this report, the experienced agriculturift 
will readily perceive that there are many objects to which the 
Lancafhire farmer may advantageoufly attend. We {hall 
mention. a few. ‘The improved methods of draining deferve 
his moft ferious confideration, as well as the mode of making 
fences by plathing ; but of ftill greater advantage would be the 
more frequent introduction of green fallow crops. It is alfo 
probable that the fheep fyftem might be very profitably intro- 
duced in many parts of the diftri€t, where little has yet been 
done in that way. The fowing of early kinds of grain, e- 
{pecially oats, which feem particularly fuitable for an extenfive 
cultivation in this part of the kingdom, might be ufefully 
practifed. The cultivation of turnip crops, though we be- 
lieve on the increafe, is far from being fufficiently employ- 
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42 Sketches on various Subjeéts: 

The report itfelf is, on the whole, ably executed, though 
fome of the heads feem to be tteatéd in'toe concife & 
way- The arable cultivationof different parts of the county; 


which we know to be extremely various, is not confidered in 
that clear and diftinct manner which the fubject required. 


_Mr. Holt has alfo, in our opinion, too frequently drawn his 


conclufions on particular practices, from what is the cuftom 
ur his own neighbourhood, which is that of a large town. 
This is furely not the moft correét way of deciding in matters: 


of this kind. On.the whole, it is evident that the county of. 


Lancafhire is much behind fome of the fouthern diftricts in 
many agticultural improvements. - ‘The rapid increafe of. ma- 
nufaCures,.and the great. encouragement whith has lately 
been offered to thofe engaged in them, have unqueltionably. 
operated prejudicially to the interefls of the farmer. In this 
way has agricultute been robbed of its moft ufeful labourers« 
The healthy employment of the hufbandman has given way 
to the more lucrative occupations of the mechanic. : 
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Sketches on various Subjeéts; Moral, Literary, and Political. 
By the Author of the Democrat. 8vo. 55. Boards. Bell. 
1796. 

FROM the title of this work, the public mav rathet expect 

defultory remarks and light eflays, than regular difquifi- 
tions or elaborate inquiries. ProduCtioris of this kind’ are 
how frequent ; and the writers of fich bagate/les meet with 
ample encouragement, from the iriclination of the general 
teader to the petufal of fuch pieces as requite no profound 
degree of atterttion. 

Phefe gleanings of a common-place books as they are ftylted 
by the perfon who has given them to the world, begin with 
fome obfervations on prejudices ; ‘ without the influence of 
which (we are informed), perhaps it would be difficult, not 
to fay impoflfible; to induce the multitude to fibmit to any 
kind of government.’ There is fome foundation for this reé 
mark; for the bulk of mankind are influenced by paflion 
more than by reafon; and the force of prejudice aids the ef- 


. yr of thofe confiderdtions which prompt individuals to ac- 


quiefce in political inftitutions; and obey the injunctions of 
Jaw. ‘Some thoughts on marriage next occur; among which 

he interference of parliament 
in the diffolution of the nuptial tie, as a violation of every 
principle of natural juftice. ‘ In this cafe (fays our effayift) 
the legiflature interpofes by an ¢x po/? faéfo law, not to annul 


@ marriage by the mutual eonfent of both parties, but to i 
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nifh one of the parties only, for a crime, againf? which there 
was no punifhment in. force when. it was committed; and 
which is only:to have force in that cafe, and againft that par- 
ticular perfon.” Without a formal animadverfion upon .that 
awkwardnefs of conftruction by which a copulatiye is made 
to connect two relatives agrecing with different nouns, we 
fhall only obferve, that the argument aboye ftated is a mere 
phantom, being extremely weak and inconclufive; for, though 
an act of divorce.is, in point of form, an ex poff faéio law, not 
being in force at the time of the commiflion of the particular 
at of guilt on which it is founded, the moral-certainty of 
the enactment of fuch a law on due proof from the injured 
party, renders the cafe /ub/antially the fame as if'a general 
{tatute of divorce a vinculo matrimonii had lgng exifted. 

In the next eflay, we meet with fome oblervations on th¢ 
Perfian ariftocracy, and on’ that form of government in gene 
ral. The affertion of Hume, that the more ancjent Perfians 
had a nobility, is reprefented as not ftri@tly juft, fince the Pery 
fian dueriuo had no refemblance to that nobility, arifing from 
family diftin&tions, to which Hume alludes ; and an arifto- 
cracy is faid to be a government ‘ where the magiftracy is 
vefted in the higher order of fociety, without perfonal or fa- 
mily diftin€tion.’’ Indeed, thofe who are lefs indigent than 
the loweft clafs of the community, and who, from that cir- 
cumftance, have an opportunity of being better educated than 
the populace, may be faid to compofe an ariftocracy, as the 
apistor are not merely perfons of noble birth or of titular cone 
feqhence, ; 

In a {ubfequent fketch, the opinions of thofe who think 
highly of the freedom and happinefs of the ancient republics, 
and who confider as patriots all thofe whom common fame 
has fo.denominated, are with reafon controverted. . 

Adverting to more modern times, this writer condemns the 
notion, that a right to refift government is a part of the Britifh 
conftitution ; but he admits that refiftance is juftifiable in 
{trong cafes, particularly when flagrant encroachments are 
made by either of the conftituent parts of government on the 
others. He fpeaks of the affent of the commons to the bill 
for feptennial parliaments, as fuch a breach of faith in thofe 
who prolonged their own political exiftence, that the interfe- 
rence of the people on the occafion would have been expedi+ 
ent and juftifable. The a& in queftion will ever be deemed, 
by unprejudiced politicians, a difgrace to the firft parliament 
which was called by the houfe of Hanover. 

Some of the fketches rélate to dramatic criticifm ; afd 
thefe, though fuperficial, r not contemptible. Other lite- 
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‘rary fubjects are flightly difcuffed, but ina manner which are 


gers reading and reflection. 

Military,and naval affairs do not efcape the author’s atten- 
tion. He thinks that oificers ought to be more diftinguithed 
from common foldiers by their drefs than they now are; but 
we are of opinion, that the prefent diftin¢tion is fufficient for 
every ufeful purpofe. He obviates the complaint of the ¢ feanti- 
nefé of a fubaltern’s pay,’ by intimating that ¢ if the property of 
the officers is fo effential to a conftitutional militia, any circum- 
~ftance which compels the adoption of the fame qualification 
in the army, has a direét tendency to render that eftablith- 
ment more fafe and conftitutional.” With regard to the naval 
fervice, it feems to him ‘a great abfurdity, that the admiral 
fhould always engage in the largeft thip, and take perfonally 
the greateft fhare in the action.’ This hint.is worthy of no- 
tice, as it cannot be fuppofed that a commander, fo fituated, 
can properly obferve and direét the reft of the fleet. 

The manners, amufements, and follies of the human fpe- 
cies, are occafionally fketched; and various hints are thrown 
out, which may amufe fome readers and intereft others. Up- 
on the whole, though fome articles in. the collection might 
more properly have been omitted, the work may be recomy 
mended as a pleafing mifcellany ; and to chofe who purchafe 
books for ornament rather than for ufe, the paper and the 
type will be objects of attraction. 





Tranfadions of the Society inftituted at London, for the Encous 
ragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce; with the 
Premiums offered in the Year 1796. Vol. AIP, 8v0. 55 
Dodfley. 1796. 


Ps prefatory account of the proceedings of the fociety, 

after enumerating the different objects for which new 
premiums have been voted, alludes to the remaining contents 
of the volume in the following terms— 


‘ The perufal of the feveral papers, which form the moft con; 
fiderable part of this volume, will, it is prefumed, furnifh to the 
reader fome amufement and A acta as therein may be feen, 
that plantations of various kinds of trees are going on in different 
parts of the kingdom on an extenfive {cale, as will appear by the 
papers from James Denton, Efq. the Rev. John Robert Lloyd, 
and Thomas Richardfon, Efq. The papers inferted in this volume, 
in addition to thofe already printed, on orcharding, by Thomas 
Skip Dyot Bucknall, Efq. will, it is believed, throw further hght 
on that fubject, and tend to confirm aud eftablith his do¢trine on 
that branch of agriculture, 
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. © The paper on the fucceflive culture of Beans and Wheat, by 

Lewis Majendie, Efq. will fhew the advantage of that manner of 

managing land, and be a means of extending the practice to thofe 
rts of the kingdom where. it bas not hitherto been introduced. 

‘ The facility.of the cultivation and cure of that valuable root 
rhubarb, is fully evinced by the accounts fram Mr. Davis and Mr, 
Afhton; and there can be little doubt of the plant getting fo much 
into culture in this kingdom, as foon to render any importation of 
that root from abroad, unneceflary. 

‘ The papers of Mr. Richard Moyle will thew a judicious mode 
practifed by: him for fecuring land from the inundation of the fea, 
which, muft prove highly. fatisfactory to the reader. 

‘ The many Claims this year produced to the fociety for the pre- 
mium offered for draining Jand, prove that ufeful part of hufbandry 
to be extending over many parts of the kingdom, which cannot fail 
producing the moft valuable effects, particularly on fuch foils as 
that defcribed in Mr, Crockitt’s papers; which, from a ftate not 
only of fterility, but danger to the neighbourhood, are thus render- 
ed in a peculiar degree prolific and ufeful, 

‘ The manner of conftructing harrows, as recommended by Mr. 
Knight, of Great Bardfield, it is prefumed, will, be found an ufe- 
ful improvement of that ‘neceflary implement. of hufbandry; and 
the fimple, vet efficacioys, method of relieving cattle that are {wollen, 
or, in the. language of the hufbandman, hoven, by eating too vora- 
cioufly of frefh clover, or other fucculent food, promifes to be of 
the firft importance to all graziers, and others concerned in the ma- 
nagement of cattle or fheep. 

¢ In this volume, under the article Chemiftry, are inferted fome 
papers relative to the preparing opium from poppies grown in. Eng- 
land: for, although the fociety have invariably avoided interfering 
in matters relative to medicine, yet, as has been already feen in the 
cafe of rhubarb, they have confidered the obtaining drugs in a 
{tate of purity, a fit object of their attention ; and this feffion have 
beftowed a handfome reward on Mr. Ball, of Williton, for the dif- 
clofure of his method of preparing opium from poppies grown in 
this climate. When it is confidered of - bow much importance it is 
to obtain drugs, of fuch efficacy.as opium, in the higheft ftate of 
purity, it muft prove fatisfa€tory to every practitioner in phyfic, to 
obferve, that the time feems approaching; when a drag of fuch 
confequence as opium may be brought into ufe in a pure apd un- 
fophifticated ftate, 

* From a full conviction that the ufeful arts and commercial in- 
terefts of the country would be moft effentially promoted, by difcos 
vering and perfecting thofe machines that fhorten labour and expe- 

dite work, an invariable attention has been conftantly paid to fuch 
mechanical contrivances as tvere moft likely to conduce to thofe 
euds ; this occafioned a premium to be obered Murmg many’) yéars, 
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for weaving fifhing nets in a machine of loom: at length fiich 
machine has been obtained; and a plate and defcription of it will 
be found under the clafs of Manufadtures, in this volume. Who- 
ever perufes the following theets, will therein find, undet the head of 
Mechanicks, a very ingenious contrivance by a lady, for applying, 
in a more efficacious manner: than is commonly practifed, the power 
of men to the working the crofs-bar lever, and which has beef 
fuccefsfully, put in praétice ina quarry where pieces of the rock, of 
confiderable fize and weight, were neceflary to b¢é removed. 
¢ The great deftruétion of hempen ropes in large works, ind 
more particularly in founderies where maffes of metal, in a hot ftate; 
are frequently to be removed, induced the fociety, feveral years 
fince, to offer- premiums for the conftruétion of +a metal rope’ or 
chain that fhould work well, and in all direétions, over pulleys, and 
dt the fame time fupport the load in perfect fecurity : it will appear 
that this obje& has now been obtained ; and a cut of the chain is 
annexed to the account, that the public may -be enabled to judge 
of its efficacy and the nature of its conftruétion. 
¢ Among many important articles that have engaged the attentiorg 

of the foeiety, for the advantage of the Britifh colonies, it is well 
known that the introduction of the bread-fruit tree was one of the 
principal : this fruit had been celebrated by all the navigators of the 
South Sea, from Dampier-to captain Cook. Several plants were 
at length conveyed to the iflands of the Weft Indies by the laudable 
perfeverance of capt. Bligh, whofe hiftory is well known, and 
who received the gold medal of this fociety as the juft reward of 
his merit : it is with peculiar fatisfaction the fociety have lately res 
ceived from their valuable correfpendent, Dr. Dancer, the keeper 
of the botanic garden, the following interefting intelligence, in a 
letter dated Jamaica, February 1, 1796, 

© Ft will, Laffure myfelf, be highly fatisfa€tory to the fociety, 
to be informed, that the bread-fruit trees, which, fo much enpaged 
their attention, are bearing very plentifully ; fo that we fhall fhortly 
experience the full benefit of this important acquifition.” 

~ € Nor has the attention of the fociety been only directed to the 

olonies in the Weit-Indies; for it will appear, that the miof di- 
feinguithed mark of their approbation has this feffion been given to 
Robert Wiffett, Efq. for having been principally inftrumental in in- 
troducing the organzining Bengal filk in England ; from whieh mene 
is every reafon to expeét great advantages will afife, not ofly to 
the inhabitants of Bengal and other parts of the Eaft-Indjés, but to 
ihe manufa@turers of filk j in Great-Britaip,’ >. X. 


OF the fubjeéts thus announced, there are feveral that de, 
{erve particular mention, The paper of Mr. Moyle, on the, 
means, of refcuing marth land Sane the fea, we think highly, 
worthy the attention of thofe who may poffefs land under {9, 
difadvantagecus a predicament, He fays— 
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€ Marfh lands in general will admit of the greateft improvement, 
by the following miode of tréatrnent ; jes 
‘ Firft—By a mechanical arrangement and change of its diffe, 
rént parts, ds by frequént ploughing, harrowing, and Burning. 
_ © Secondly—-By the addition of heavy fubftances, as marle, ¢lay, 
vel, &c¢. _ . : 
‘ Thirdly-—By fuch fybitances as a& chemically, and bring the 
- jnert vegetable matter into aétion, as lime, chalk, alkaline falts, &c. 
_ © Fourthly—By-maaures, particularly thofe which contain a large 
quantity of animal oil or mucilage, as putrid fifh, fea-wrack, ftable- 
dung, &¢.; for marth land in general feldom contains any animal 
fubftance, which, in great meafure, isthe grand conftituent part of 
a rich foil, | ‘ 
 ¢ Fifthly——By compreffion, with rolling-carts, cattle, &c. 
' & Sixthly—By watering. : 
‘ The fandy and croft foils adjoining to the marfh ‘have been 
cultivated, and produced this fummier very excellent crops of pota- 
toes, turneps, barley, oats, buck-wheat, and tarés.’ P. 172. _ 


This ground, which had been covered with water, and fome+ 
times deeply, time immemorial, and was befides extremely 
injurious to the health of the neighbouring inhabitants, was— 


‘ Completely drained, by means of a fquare wooden pipe, nine, 
inches diameter, and one diundred and feventy-four yards long, 
pafling from a refervoir in the marfh fix feet under its farface, 
through a high embankment of fand, in fome places. twenty-four 
feet deep, to that part of the fhore where the tide approaches at 
half-ebb, and which; at fpring-tides, is covered with above ten 
feet of water. 

‘ The fea is prevented from getting into the Gid pipe by means 
of a valve at its end, which fhuts at the approach ‘of the tide, and 
again opens at its return, fo as to permit the water, collected in the 
refervoir during that time, to pafs off with eafe. "The whole marth 
is furrounded with a ftrong embankment, to keep out the fea and 
the frefh-water. The land is divided into regular fields, by means 
of drains or trenches, as exprefied in the plan fent, fufficient for 
the ufe and occupation of a tenant. Several acres of the land have 
been frequently ploughed, harrowed, and burned ; and, being how 
completely pulverifed, affumes the appearance of foil,” Pp. 176. 


On the advantages of pruning orchards, a fubjet very 
laudably and fteadily purfued.by Mr. Bucknall, we have, in 
our review of fome of the preceding volumes of thefe Tranl- 
actions, taken occafien,to. pes in, terms of due, commendas 
tion, . The fubjeét. is purfued, im, the volume before us, not 
without ability, but im a manner: much too defultory, and 
with a fort of parade which the writer would have $005 
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wifely had he fpared. Thus in the prefent, as indeed in-for- 
mer communications, he affumes the title of ‘orchardift. ge- 
neral,’ and looks upon himfelf ‘ as being the aétual means of 
benefiting the country to the amount of more than three 


hundred thoufand pounds a year !’ 


‘ Do not wonder’ (fays he in another place) ‘that I fhould:fhew 
a little enthufiafm for the welfare of a {cience which I have aétu- 
ally created, and from which I have received much fatisfaétion. 

‘ The ancients had their goddefs Pomona, to whom they paid 
divine honours, which goddefs was no other than an ideal fuperin- 
tendency fuppofed to prefide over orchards ; which is a moft con- 
vincing proof that they held the culture of fruits in high eftimas 
tion.’ P, 227, é, 

But whilft we are difpofed to think thefe egotifms no orna- 
ment to our author’s communication, which would have ad- 
mitted of thefe and other advantageous curtailments, we cor- 
dially agree with him in the outline, and think the practice 
he recommends a matter of real importance to the farmer. 
Lhe ingenious idea, however, of grafting batk upon trees 
that had been robbed of it, which forms a prominent feature 
in the outfet of Mr, Bucknall’s paper, we afterwards find to 
have been fuggefted by Mr. Fairman, of Lynfted in Kent, 
whofe letter, dated in May 1794, contains the following ac- 
count, addrefled to the fecretary— 


* My inducement for troubling you is, to introduce a method 
of recovering apple trees, which may have been ftripped of their 
bark by fheep, or any other accident ; and, for the.information of 
the fociety, I muft defire you will acquaint thein, that, in the fe- 
verity of the fpring of 1794, fome fatted fheep were turned into a 
valuable orchard of mine, of about twenty years growth, and they 
in a fhort time aétually ftripped the bark from feveral of the trees, 
entirely round th¢ bodies, leaving the wood bare for at leatt fixteen 
inches, 

‘ J] was fo much hurt. by the accident, as to determine to do 
fomething for the prefervation of the trees, and fave thein if poflible, 
The firft ftep. which I, took was to take off the arms from feveral of 
the trees which were moft injured, and, from the largeft of thofe 
arms, I flawéd off flips of rind of about two or three inches in width, 
and placed four or five of them perpendicularly round the naked part 
of the bady ; bat I fhould obferve, that I firft cut away all the 
rind that was’ bitten, and then raifed the rind up, top and bottom, 
and put the ends of the flips under, that~ the fap might circulate ; 
and afterwards bound them exceedingly tight with rope-yarn: 1 
then applied a compofition of loam and cow-dung, with a little 
drift-fand, over which I tied fome old facking; which was the 


whole of the procefs,’  P: 233. 
| The 
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- The refult is defcribed thus— | 


' © The experiment being made in the {pring of_ 1794, a minute 
infpection at this time muft determine the fate of it; and permit 
me to affure you, it has fucceeded far beyond my expectation; 
the flips adhere as Clofe, and are as full of fap, as the rind on any 
other trees,” They are now in their full bloffom, ftrong, and vi- 
gorous, apparently as if they had-received no injury, But I muft 
obferve, were I to make the experiment again, I could do it more 
dexteroufly ; and I muft mention an error I was guilty of in my 
hafte, -by placing fome of the flips the wrong way upwards; cons 
fequently the fap could not circulate.’ Pp. 235, 


We fthall conclude our remarks on the work before us, by 
felefting from Mr. Ball’s paper fome account of the opium 
procured from poppies of our own growth, which have, till 
now, been thought incapable of producing an extract of equal 
powers with the eaftern opium, 


‘ Nothing can be more fimple, or attended with lefs expences 
than the making or extracting the pure and genuine opium from 
the large poppies, commonly called or known by the name of gar- 
den poppies; the feeds of which I would advife to be fown the 
latter end of February, and again about the fecond week in March, 
in beds three feet and an half wide, well prepared with good rotten 
dung, and often turned or ploughed, in order to mix it well and 
have it fine, either in {mail drills, three in each bed, in the man- 
ner fallads are fown, and, when about two inches high, to thin 
them one foot apart; or otherwife, to fow them in beds in the 
broad-caft way, and thin them to the fame diftance (if the wea- 
ther fhould prove wet at that time, thofe that are taken up may be 
tranfplanted ; but I do not fuppofe the tranfplanted ones will an~ 
fwer, having but one fpill-root, and will require frequent water- 
ings): keep them free from weeds, they will grow well, and pro- 
duce from four to ten heads, fhewing large and different-coloured 
flowers, which, when the leaves die away and drop off, the pods 
then being in a green ftate, is the proper time for extracting the 
opium, by making four or five {mall longitudinal incifions with a 
fharp-pointed knife, about one inch long, on one fide only of the 
head or pod, juft through the fcarf-fkin, taking care not to cut 
to the feeds: immediately on the incifion being made, a milky 
fluid will iffue out, which is the opium, and, being of a glutinous 
nature or fubftance, will adhere to the bottom of the incifion; 
but fome are fo luxuriant, that it will drop from the pod on the 
leaves underneath. The next day, if the weather fhould be fine, 
and a good'-deal-of fun-fhine, the opium will be found a greyith 
fubftance, and fome almoft turning black : it is then to be feraped 
off the pods, and, if any, from the leaves, with the edge of a 
knife 
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knife or an inftrument for that purpofe, into pans or pots; and in 
a day or two it will be of a proper confiftence to make intoa mafs, 


~ und to be potted.’ Pp. 259. 


. Mr. Ball makes 


‘No doubt but, when it is publicly known, that in the courfe 
of ‘a very few years we fhall be able to render it from five to eight 
fhillings per pound, without the leaft adulteration ; and I am like- 
wife of opinion, that the moft barren ground, which in fome 
places lets from two to ten fhillings an acre, will, with very little 
¢xpencé, an{fwer for the growth of poppies.’ P. 257. 


From the certificates which accompany Mr. Ball’s commu- 
Nicafions, it appears that the opium thus obtained is pofleff- 
éd of equal powers with the foreign, and is much purer. 
We are a little flaggered, however, at Mr. Ball’s report of 

his druggift’s agreement to take all the opium he ¢ fhall make 
this year, at the fame price which opium from the Ea/ft fhalf 
beat that time.’ He tells us elfewhere, that foreign opium 
fells at twenty-two fhillings the pound. 
“Phe foctety have purchafed the fectet of collecting and 
infpiffating poppy juice, at the expenfe of fifty pounds. — 





~ 


Zhe Nun. By Diderot. Tranflated from the French. 2 Vols 
Sve. 8s. Beards. Robinfons. 1997. 


PDMEROT is better known in this country by his generak 
reputation than by his writings. He is known + the 
gftentatious (rather than liberal) patronage of the late em- 
prefs of Ruflia; he is known as the compiler of feveral arti- 
eles in that magnificent but fophiftical and almoft ufelefs 
work, the Encyclopédie; he is lefs known as the author of 
nearly one third of the highly celebrated £ Philofophical and 
Political Hiftory of the two Indies,’ and of a confiderable part 
of that impious and abfurd work, the ¢ Syftéme de la Nature.” 
Diderot was, in fa&, one of thofe gens de lettres in Frances 
who lent out their talents to every employer, and for every 
purpofe. He commenced his literary Career by fome tranfla- 
tions from the Englith, and during the greater part of his life 
was employed rather as afubalrern to aff others, than in ori- 
ginal compofitions bearing his own name. His erudition, in~ 
deed, does nat feem to have beea extenfive, nor his genius either 
wreat Or profound. He was more 2 man of wit than of judg- 


© , . 
wept, rather a lively than.an able writer. irctiyh 

If we are rightly informed, the romance which now. leg 
before as, was one of two pofthumous pitces of Diderot, 
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Which remained in the hands of prince Henry of Pruffia, and 
were prefented lately by him to the National In{titute of France- 
It originated, we have underftood; in a real tranfaction, A 
religieufe had aétually inftituted a procefs in one of the 

arliaments, defiring to be releafed from her vows, as they 
had been forced upon her by the tyranny of her -parents. 
The unfortunate nun was nonfuited, on what plea we have 
never heard: but as the affair made fome noife, M. Diderot 
embraced the opportunity of writing this novel in her perfon, 
in order to excite the juft deteftation of mankind againit thofe 
unnatural and abfard inftitutions, 

No man, indeed, who is poflefied of a genuine refpect for 
religion, ean view without indignation the abufes and corrup~ 
tions which that facred name was made to fanctien in the 
Romifh church; and there were ho abufes more flagrant than 
thofe which attached to the monattic infitutions.: On our 
perfonal knowledge we fpeak, when we affirm, that in fome 
countries on the continent it is at this very day the, praGice 
to devote all the younger children of a great family!to im- 
prifonment for life in fome of thofe living cemeteries, im or+ 
der to preferve the eftate unimpaired to the eldeft fon;> and 
whether M. Diderot has taken the materials of hit firft vo- 
lume or not from the recitals of thofe who haye: witieifed f+ 
milar fcenes, certairi it is that we have reafon to believe ita 
faithful picture of what was too commonly tranfaéted incon? 
vents. The feenes defcribed in'the fecond volume we h 
are too atrocious’ to have often happened, if at all. The arti- © 
fice of the fuperiors to entice young and thoughtlefs victims 


is well depifted in the foliowing extratt— 


* The, period arrived at which it became neceffary for me'to fhow 
whether | could keep my word. One tmorning after fervice, the 
{uperior entered my cell. She held a letter in her hand. Her looks 
were forrowful and dejefted) Her arms funk ;. it feemed as if fhe 
had not power to lift up the letter; fhe looked at me; tears ftood 
in her eyes; we were both filent; fhe waited till I fhould {peak; 
I was tempted to begin firft, but I contained myfelf. She atked 
me how I did; fhe obferved that fervice had been very lon 
to-day ; that I had a little cough; that I appeared to be indji- 
pofed.. To all this I anfwered—No, my dear mother, She 
ftill kept the letter in her hand, which was hanging dewa; while 
fhe was putting thefe queftions, fhe put it upon het knee, ant 
her band in part concealed it; at laft, after having put fome quef- - 
tions refpecting my father and mother, finding that I did not afk 
what this paper was, fhe faid, Here is a letter..... When the ut- 
tered this word, I felt my heart quake, and I added jn.a trembling 
voice; Is it from my mother ?=*It is; take and read it ...—T re 

, 0 ‘overed 





I 





422 Diderot’s Niin: 


covered myfelf a little; I took the letter; I read it at firft with to» 


lerable firmnefs ; but as 1 advanced, terror, indignation, refent~ 
ment, contempt, fucceeding one another in my breait, I difplayed 
different tones, different voices, and different motioris. Sometimes 
I fearcely held the paper, at other times L held. it as if 1 meant-to 
tear it, and at other times I grafped it with violence as if I,had been 
tempted to twift it in my hand and throw it away.—Alas! my 
child, what anfwer fhall we make to this?—-Madam, you know 
bett.—No, I donot know. The times are unfortunate, your fa- 
mily has fuftained fome lofies; your fifters’ affairs are embarraffed ; 
they both have a number of children ; your parents impoverifhed 
themfelves by marrying them, they are ‘ruining themfelves.in order 
to fupport them. It is impoffible that they can make any perma- 
nent fettlement upon you; you have affumed the habit, they have 
been at fome expence; by taking this ftep you have made them 
conceive fome hopes ; they have announced to their acquaintances, 
that you are immediately about to commence the profeffion, , At 
all events, you may depend upon every affiftance which I can give 
you. I have never enticed any perfon into a convent; it is a ftate 
into which we are conducted by the voice of God, and it is ex- 
tremely dangerous to blend our voice with his. I fall never at- 
tempt to fpeak to your heart, if grace is filent; hitherto I never 
have had to reproach myfelf with the misfortunes of any perfon, 
and I fhould not wifh to begin with you, my child, you who are 
fo dear to me. I have not “forgotten that it was at my perfuafion 
that you took the firft fteps, and 1 will not fuffer them to take ad- 
vantage of this to bring you into engagements ,¢ontrary to. your in- 
clination. Let us confider then together, let us concert.. Do you 
with to make profeflion ;—-No, madam.—You have no relifh for 
the religious {tate ?—-No, madam.—You will not obey your pa- 
rents ?—No, madam.—What do you wifh to be then?—Any 
thing but anun. Ido not wifh to be one, I will not be one,.— 

Well, you fhail not be one, Let us deliberate and draw up an 
anfwer to your mother... .—-We agreed in fome ideas. She wrote, 
and fhowed me the anfwer, which feemed to be very proper. In 
the mean time, they fent the director of the houfe to me; they 
fent me the doctor who had pronounced the difcourfe in my praife 
when I affumed the habit; they recommended me to the mother 
of the novices; I faw M. the bifhop of Alep; I had to enter the 
lifts with fome pious women whom I did not know, but who took an 
intereft in my affairs; I had continual conferences with monks and 
priefts; my father came, my fifters wrote to me; at laft my mo- 
ther appeared: I refifted them all. In the mean while, the day 
was fixed for my profeffion: they omitted nothing to obtain my 
confent; but when they faw that all their folicitations were to no 
purpofe, they refolved to proceed without it.’ Vol. i. Pp. 20. 


Our nun, after wei profeffed, proves refra€tory, and 
refolves 
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refolves fecretly to endeavour to throw off her vows. . The 
following, we believe, is too juft a picture of the feverities 
which have been often practifed in thefe feats of tyranny and 
injuftice— fd 

‘ The fuperior added: fifter Sufan, confider..... T rofe abrupt- 
ly, and faid to her: Madam, I have confidered every confequence. 
I feel that I am undone, but a moment fooner or later is not worth 
the trouble of a thought. Do with me whatever you pleafe, yield 
to their furys. confummate. your injuftice.—Immediately I held out 
my hands to them}; they were feized by her companions, who 
tore away my veil, and {tripped me without fhame. They fonnd 
in my bofom a miniature picture of my old fuperior ; they feized 
it: I entreated permiffion to kifs it once more, but the favour was 
refufed. They threw me a fhift, they took off my ftockings, they 
covered me with a fack, and they led me, with my head and feet 
uncovered, along the paflages. I cried, I called for help; but 
they had founded the bell, to give warning that nobody fhould ap- 
pear. I invoked heayen: I funk to the earth, and they dragged 
me along. When I had reached the bottom of the ftairs, my feet 
were bloody, my limbs were bruifed; my fituation would. have 
foftened hearts of flint. With large keys, however, they opened 
the door of a:little gloomy fubterraneous cell, where they threw 
" me upon a mat half «rotted by the damp. I found there a flice of 
black bread and a pitcher of water, with fome coarfe nieceflary uten- 
fils. The mat, when rolled up, formed a pillow. Upon a ftone 
lay a death’s head,. and a wooden crucifix. My firft impulfe was 
to put a period to my exiftence. I applied my: hands to my throat, 
I tore my clothes with my teeth; [uttered hideous cries ; I howled 
like a wild beaft, I dafhed' my head again the walls; I covered 
myfelf ‘over with blood; I endeavoured to take away my life till 
my ftrength failed, which very foon happened. In this place I 
paffed three days; I imagined myfelf condemned to it for life, 
Every morning one of my executioners vifited me, and faid: Obey 
our fuperior, and you fhall be liberated from this place.—I have 
done nothing, I know not what I am required to perform: ah! 
fifter Saint Clement, there is a God in heaven.’ Vol. i. p. 116. 


The publication of this work in France may probably be 
feafonable, fince, as the fpirit of fanaticifm is certainly not quite 
extinét, it-will ferve to reconcile the minds of fome ‘readers 
to the abolition of the religious orders, who might {till have 
regarded it as a kind of facrilege; and as we are convinced 
that no ordinance or inftitution can-be more hoftile to true re- 
ligion, or more inconfiftent with juftice andliberty, than the 
various forms of monkery, we cannot but approve the object 
of the publication. We with the fecond volume had been 


written lefs in the fpirit of a Frenchman, and that more re- 
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gard had been paid by the author to the delicacy of his reac 
ers, Some parts the tranflator has jsdicoullp omitted 5. and 


the beft.excufe that can be made for thofe indelicacies that 
remain is, that, fince thé author had in view to render the 
monaftic life completely odioys, he probably could, not ive 
effected his objet, without inferting fome things whith~muft 
neceflarily create difguft. | | ph 
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Lhe Elements of Medicine of Fohn Brown, M. D. tranflated 
from the Latin, with.Comments and Ilufrrations, by the Au- 
ther. 4 new Edition, revifed and Correéttd. With a Bio= 
graphical Preface by Thomas Beddoes, M. D. 2 Vols. 8v0i 
125... Boards, Johnfon, 1795+ : | 


UE€H is the irrefiftible force of truth, that, though oppofed 
for a while by the artsof the interefted, it muft ultimately 
revail. In no inftance has tliis remark been more fully veri- 
fied than in the prefent: The author of the Elements of 
Medicine was, in many refpects, but indufferently calenlated 
to ‘render the opinions which he miaintained, palatable. | Keely 
ing the importance of what he had difcowered ftrengly him 
felf, he vainly imagined that others did the fame, and foolifh+ 
ly charged thofe who. diffented from his \doGttines and opi- 
nions with the grofleft ignorance and ftupidity, | -Befides; .the 
garb in which he was accuftomed to cloth his fentiments was 
not of the toft captivatihg or agreeable. kind; Brown had 
paid but little attention to the neceffary art of rendering {ci+ 
ence popular. Yet under all thefe and many other difheul- 


ties, his principles have not only made their.way, but wrought 


a confiderable change in both the theoretical and pragtical 
parts of the profeflion of medicine. | 4 : 

Confidering the fubje& in this point of ylew, the tatk of 
rendering the author’s meaning plainer by the general correc- 
tion of his language; and thus facilitating the knowledge of the 
Brurionian doétrine, was certainly not unimportant ; but itrer 
quired cénfiderable attention and difcrimisfation in the execu 
tion. It is, therefore, with pleafure, that we meet with.an 
kditor who dppears well qualified or the undertaking, and 
who has performed it with judgment and ability. 

What door Beddoes has principally had in view in this 
edition of the Elements of Medicine, is ftated in the follow- 
jug paflage— 7 

* Inthe typography of the firft edition there was a tematkakie, 
peculiarity. The dupplementary words inferted inthe text tere 


) printed -in italic charaéters, and very frequently fhort explanatory 


phrafes were placed at the fost of the page. «This feems to baye 
been 
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been doné in imitation of the Englith bible; nor do I doubt but the 
author con§ dered his Latin text as facred, ‘both ‘on account of the 
purity of the ftyle and the excellence of the doctrine. But as few 
readers, I conceive, will regard it with the fame reverence, and a8 
the effect is difagreeable, the printer has been dire¢ted to change 
the italic for roman characters, and to take the fhort phrafes into 
the text. There were alfo certain corrections, as well as additions 
to the original work, given in Englifh in the text, and in Latin at 
the bottom of the pages ” Thefe I have caufed to be omitted. They 
can be of no ufe, except ih cafe of another edition of the Latia 
work, for which they may be eafily procured from the former edi- 
tion of the tranflation. To complete this account of the altera- 
tions I have made, it is neceflary to add, that a few of the author’s 
longet notes, for the reader’s convenience, are received into the 
tex:. 

‘ With this @atement let the reader compare my inftruétions, 
which were * to give a correéted tranflation of the Elements, fuch 
as the author, had he taken more time, would have made or wifh- 
ed to make; for it fhould ftill remain his book ; fome freedoms in» 
deed, if that be thought neceflary, may be taken, as the original 
Latin will fill remain.” Vol. i, P. xi. 


In addition to thefe pinetinas a table of contents has 
been plated at the head of each chapter, which was certainly 
much wanted in the former edition of the work. | 

In the ‘ Obfervations on the Character and Writings of Doc- 
tor Brown,’ prefixed to this edition, there is frequently ftrength 
and atutenefg: but the biography is by no means complete ; 
there-are many chafms in the detail of the life of this extra- 
ordinary phyfician, which require to be filled up by an addi- 
tional ftock of materials. For this, indeed, dottor Beddoes 
in fome degree apologifes in the fubfequent paflage— 


‘ I find myfelf, however, obliged to relinquith the office of bio~ 
grapher, fuch as I had conceived it. Of late I have had few op- 
portunities of perfonal inquiry ; and very. little of the information, 
I had reafon to expeét, has reached me. Neverthelefs, I may {uc- 
ceed in delineating the moral portrait of my hero, for his charac- 
ter was exceedingly open to obfervation ; and in his produétions the 
temper and underftanding of the man are moft faithfully exhibited, 

‘© A perfon, who was his fchool-fellow, and afterwards his pupil 
at fchool, informs me that his parents were mean, but honeft. 
What was the particular occupation of his father I have not heard. 
Mp his condition been fuperiour to thaf-of a petty village artificer, 

I fuppofe the original deftination of the fon would have been high- 
er, for this is an affair in which parents feldour err by excefs of hu- 
mility.’ Vol. i. Pp. *xxxvi. 


From this account it would feem that the author of the 
Crit. Rev, Vou. XIX. Apri/, i797. Gg Elements 
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Elements of Medicine was born in 1735-6, in the pariflt of 
Buncle in the cotinty of Berwick. 


‘I'am forry’ (fays the ingenious editor) *I cannot alldiaily trace 
the fteps, by which he advanced towards intelle@tual” eminence, 
Mr. Wait, without whofe communications mine would have Been 
a meagre narrative, ftates that" he carly difcovered Uuntonmimon 
talents. His aptitude for improvement,” continues this geritleman, 
* induced his parents, after having fruitlefsly bound him apprentice 
to a weaver, to change his deftination. He was, accordingly, fent 
to the grammar- {chool of Dunfe, where, under Mr. Cruickfhtank, 
an able teacher, he ftudied with great ardour rat fuccefs. Indeed, 
he was, at that time, regarded as a prodigy. I went the fame road 
to fchool with him; and his application, I well remember, was fo 
intenfe that he was feldom without a-book in-his hand.” It isa 
fingular coincidence, that the two individuals, who in thefe times’ 
have been principally celebrated for their attempts to exterid the 
knowledge of animal nature, fhould have been both natives of | 
Scotland, and that each fhould have been put to a coarfe mechani- 
cal employment— John Brown to the trade of a weaver, and John 
Hunter (according to common ‘fame and the report of one’ of hig 
biographers} to that of a carpenter or wheelwright.’ Vol. i 


P. *XXXVii. 


Several circumftances that feem likely to haye led to the 
remarkable changes in the fituation of Brown, are here very 
well defcribed, with much ingenious conjecture upon them : 
but the ftock of facts by which ‘they are fupported, feems much 
too fcanty. 

‘The following circumftance, which our biographer, how- 
ever; only relates on the authority of rumour,’ is extremely 
curious, and, if true, places the fimplicity of Brown’s charac- 


ter in a ftriking point of view. 


‘6 When the theoretical chair of medicine becaine vacant either 
on the death of Dr. Alexander Monro’ Drummond, or the refufal 
of this promifing young phyfician to fill it, Brown gave in his name 
ds a candidate. On a former occafion of a nature fomewhat fimi- 
lar, he had difdained to avail himfelf of recommendation, which 
he might have obtained with eafe ; and though, according to the 
friend whofe words I have juft quoted, he acquitted himfelf in a 
manner far fuperiour to the other candidates, private intereft then 
prevailed over the jufter, pretenfions Of merit, At the prefent 
competition he was alfo- without recommendation ; and, I fuppofe, 
could have obtained none.” Such was his fimplicity, that he feems 
to have conceived nothing beyond pre-eminent qualific: ations necef- 
fary to fuecefs; nor did he harbour any fufpicion of that debafing 
fyitem of influence, which has infeéted the land” fo thoroughly 

that" 
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that the poft of a fcavenger, were it held by appointment, ‘would 
hardly be procured without cabal, or retained without fervility.— 
The magiftrates of Edinburgh appoint profeffors to the college, as 
well as mafters to the fchool. - They are reported deridingly to have 
inquired who this‘unknown and unfriended candidate was; and 
Cullen, on being fhown the name, after fome real or affected: hefi- 
tation, is faid to have exclaimed in the vulgar dialeé& of the country 
—WVhy, fure, this can never be our Fock !. With this fneer the ap- 
plication of a man was fet afide, whofe equal the patrons of the 
Edinburgh profefforfhips will probably not foon have an opportu- 
nity of rejecting.’ Vel. i. P. *lvi. 


The peculiarities that characterifed this very extraordinary 
man, are thus concifely {tated — 


* He was endowed with uncommon fufceptibility to impreffions. 
By whatever object they were touched, the f{prings of his nature 
bent deeply inwards; but they immediately rebounded with equal 
energy. This quality is the foundation of all moral and intellectual 
fuperiority ; but, unhappily, the ftrong feelings and bold refolutions 
of Brown were not improved into fteady principles, He never 
feems to have taken pains to form a fyftem of conduét advantage- 
ous to himfelf, and juft towards others. As foon as he loft the 
controul of fuperftition, his high fpirits hurried him into the moft 
intemperate exceffés; and, at a later period, his aétions can only 
be regarded as the plunges of defpair.’ Vol: i. Py *xciv, 


After concluding, the life of doctor Brown, and men- 
tioning a few circumftances which do not feera to be very 
important, refpecting his private practice, the editor takes 
the opportunity of introducing fome obfervations on the for- 
tune of phyficians. In thefe obfervations, though we readily 
admit that doctor Beddoes has difplayed confiderable. inge- 
nuity and acutenefs, we cannot fee any thing that juftifies 
their introduétion in an edition of tlte Elements of Medicine. 
Stri€tures of this nature, in our opinion, would have been 
much more properly, and probably more advantageoufly, in- 
troduced in a detached effay. | | 

The editor’s remarks and reflections on the ‘ Outlines and 
Formation of Brown’s Syftem of Medical Doétrine’ are judi- 
cious and ufeful.. The obfervations on the principal tenets of 
the author are alfo philofophical and important: we may 
pecomen erredane them with advantage to the practitioner. 

hey are thefe-— 


‘If they’ (the principal tenets of Brown) * be rigidly examined,’ 
fays doétor Beddoes, ‘ they. will be found, I think, not quite 
confiftent with his own important do@trine of ‘the accumulation of 
excitability, during different fates of inaction. It appears to me, 
, ' Gg2 that 
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that according to his firft chapters (xviii), living beings. ought ta 
have proceeded through languor to death in one unbroken tenour of 
wakefulneis, and that all the images and lamentations which 
has fuggefted to the poets, would have been loft, He who affumes 
that a certain portion of excitability is originally affigned to every. 
living fyftem, by his very aflumption, denies its continual produc- 
tion, fabfequent diffufion, and expenditure at a rate equal to the 
fupply; or greater or lefs; That the brain is an organ deftined to 
fecrete the matter of life, he could never have fuppofed, otherwife 
he would not have exprefled a doubt whether excitability be a qua- 
lity or a fubftanee. | 

‘ If we admit a fucceffive fupply of this principle, we may folve 
in a very eafy manner, feveral difficulties, for the fake of which 
new epicycles muft be added to Brown's fyftem. In the cold bath 
we may imagine the generation of fenforial power, to proceed with 
finall cimisution, while the ations on the furface of the body are 
confiderably abated by local fubduétion of heat. Thus the well. 
known. glow will be the effect of undiminithed produétion within, 
while external expenditure is diminifhed. But weak perfons fre- 
quently do not experience any glow. Here the action on the tkia 
affeéts the fy{tem univerfally ; the production, therefore, is check- 
ed from the torpor of the fecerning orgah, and this flate of the 
brain explains the head-ach and chillinefs, fubfequent te the mif- 
ufe of the cold bath. ‘Thefe effects are not, in my apprehenfion, 
eafy to be reconciled to the hypothefts df a fixed original Rock of 
excitability; the fame thing may be faid of feeds and eggs long 
preferved, without fenfible change, im a ftate capable of germina- 
tion and growth, Sleep fometimes produces 'no refrefhment, and 
yet it feems not to be imperfect or difturbed in proportion fo the 
languor felt on awaking. This I have attributed to a failure in the 
fupply of excitability; and nervons fever is imputed by another 
phyfiologift, to this caufe of debility, of which Brown had no 
fufpicion,.—If an illuftrati‘e analogy be defired, his excitability 
might be compared to a fiuid lodged in the body as a refervoir, 
According to the ftatement which I think more confonant to the 
phanomena, excitability would be like a fluid ‘iffuing from the 
brain-as water from a {pring. Thefe refemblances might be traced 
a little way, but they fooh fail, as always happens in matters fo 
effentially diffimilar. 

‘ The hypothefis of Brown is happily adapted to’ the limited 
tetm of life ; according to the other fuppofition, we muft conceive 
old age and deatti to depend upon a fimited power of feéretion ins 
the brain, The difference is fcarcely perceptible here, but in 
terms; it is, however, ‘pleafing to fuppofe that wifer ages, will be 
employed in the culture of the human fpecies to which prolongar 
tion of life is eflential: and we can more eafily reconcile ‘our 


thoughts to augmentation of power in a fecerning organ, that gel 
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the original’ provifion of excitability ; fo that the do@trine, in other 
refpeéts the more’ probable, feems more conformable to the profpect 
of improvement.’ Vol. i. Pp. *cxxxvii. th 


This isan‘extenfive and important field of inquiry, in which 
the inveftigation-of the phyfiologift has yet gone but a little 


way. 

te was the principal fault of Brown, fays Dr. Beddoes, 
naturdm taiiquam e prealté turri defpicere. Hence minute ap- 
pearances are frequently unfatisfactorily explained in his write 


ings. 
His diftinguifhing merit, on the contrary, he juftly confie 
ders as this, that— 


* He avoided all falfe analogies, and confined himfelf within the 
proper {phere of obfervation’ for a phyfician, Hence at a time 
when I could not be fufpeéted of that difpofition to dimimifh the 
faults, and magnify the excellencies' of his fyftem, which my fhare 
in the prefent publication may be fuppofed to produce; I was led 
to remark, that “ if he has not always difcovered the truth, he is 
feldom forfaken by the {pirit of philofophy.” Before him invefti- 
gations relative to médicine, had been carried on juft as rationally 
as if to difcover the qualities’ of the horfe, the naturalift were to 
dire& his attention to the movements of a windmill. There exift- 
ed no fyftem which was not either entirely, or in a great meafure, 
founded upon the obferved or fuppofed properties of fubftances, 
deftitute of life. Thus Boerhaave tanght that difeafes depend upon 
changes of the blood, fimilar to thofe which certain oily, watery, 
or mucilaginous liquors undergo; and I have already had occafion 
to fhew that Cullen referred the phenomena of life to an imaginary 
fluid, endowed with the fame properties as the eleétric fluid; 
though of this the very exiftence is {till problematical. His pre- 
deceffors having in this manner left man entirely out of their fyf- 
tems, or afligned him an unimportant place, Brown atchieved the 
important fervice of reftoring him to his proper ftation in the cen- 
tre. We have other’ obligations to him ; but as I have already had 
occafion ta point out fome of them in thé courfe of thefe prelimi- 
nary obfervations, and as the reft will be difcovered by an attentive 
perufal of the following work, I fhall leave the tafk of fingling 
them out, and appretiating them to the impartial reader. In forms 
ing this eftimaté he fhould have before him, 1, The difficulty of 
emancipating the mind from the dominion of inveterate and accre- 
dited error, 2, The much greater difficulty of giving a new form 
to a complicated and obfcure fcience,’ Vol, i. p. *clx. 


_ OF the improvements in this edition we have rot much to 
fay, after what has-been already. mentioned. Dr. Beddoes 
has not thought it neceflary to make many additions; but 
‘ | G g3 | where 
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where they do occur, they areyin general, judicious and ufe. 
ful. “The great object of the editor feems to have been the 


elucidation of principles and opinions, 
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Authentic Corre[pondence with M. Le Brun, the’ French Mia 
nifier, and others, to February 1793, inclufive, publifhed as 
an Appendix to other Matter not le/s important; with a Pre 
face, and explanatory Notes. By W. Miles. Svo. 6s. 
fewed. Debrett. 1796. , 


IN the Preface, which is addrefled to his daughter, Mr. 
Miles expatiates on the folly of Jofeph the Second, in 
whofe dominions he appears to have refided ; and on a fcheme 
of his own to give independence to the Liege country and to 
the Auftrian Netherlands, without the intervention of France. 
He fays he was authorifed to propofe this to our miniftry in 
February 1790, when he entered fully into the detail of the 
advantages likely to arife from declaring the independence of 
the Low Countries, and the principality of Liege, under the 
guarantee of Great Britain, Pruflia, and Holland; but the 
duke of Leeds, then fecretary of ftate, to whom he made 
this communication, was of opinion that the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands ought not to be taken from the emperor. Such was 
the opinion alfo of the cabinet, while, at that very time, the 
king of Prufha, whom Mr, Miles calls ‘a flain and difho- 
nour to royalty,’ acting or pretending to aét in concert with 
the Britifh cabinet, was avowedly of a different opinion.— 
The remainder of this Preface contains matter wholly of a 
erfonal nature, a defence of the author’s conduét in feparat- 
ing himfelf from the minifter, and the reafons why. All this 
is ungueftionably of importance to Mr. Miles and to his cor- 
refpondent: but to the world in general, it is not very intereft- 
ing to know why a writer like Mr. Miles wrote once for 
government, and writes no more ; and why he {till receives a 
penfion for paft fervices, with which the public are unac- 
quainted. He has not, however, loft his refpe& for his old 
friends. He affures us that § the two fecretaries of the trea-~ 
fury have repeatedly declared that it never was the with of 
government, that any man fhould fupport its meafures by a 
facrifice of principle.” Who can read this without /amenting 
that the late fupporters of government have thwarted its - 
withes fo notorioufly ? But does Mr. Miles really expeé& that 
the public will believe all this? Is it not too ridiculous and 
abiurd, even for the moft credulous of mankind ? If Mr. Miles. 
feemed to believe the two fecretaries, we are afraid they af- 


¢erwards enjoyed.a hearty laugh at his expenfe. fae 
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e-Wecome next ‘to what are termed Preliminary Obfervations. 
The fubje&t of thefe is the general caufe of revolutions in 
kingdoms and ftates; ‘and it is handled’ by Mr. Miles with 
truth, candour, and propriety. ‘This is indeed by much the 
moft valuable part of the work, and, printed feparately, might 
have produced confiderable influence. We have every reafon 
to believe him when he afferts, that, ‘in fubmitting thefe 
facts and reflections to his country, he had no other obje& in . 
view than to promote its interefts according to his comprehen- 

fion; or rather according to his conception of things, thofe 

interefts cannot be properly fecured unlefs they are perfectly 

underftood ; and to imprefs the nation with an idea of profpe- 

rity and fecurity at the very inftant that an obftinate perfeve- 

rance in error will {peedily and infallibly produce its deftruc- 

tion, is a fallacy of fo dangerous and criminal a nature, that it 

ought to be inftantly refuted, and cannot be too feverely re- 
probated.’ P. 

What follows, and forms the largeft part of the volume, is 
A Review of Mr. Pitt’s Adminifiration; but it is impoffible 
for us to form a decided opinion of this tedious Review ; and 
thofe who are at the pains to wade through it, will be equally 
at a lofs to make out a confiftency of argument in the whole . 
or in any part of it. It appears to be meant as a defence of 
Mr. Pitt ; but the character given comes the neareft to that of 
one of our monarchs, that * he never faid a foolifh thing, nor 
ever did a wife one.’ The enemies of Mr. Pitt can with 
nothing more fevere than the picture here drawn of his rife 
and declenfion; and his friends will certainly wifh the author 
had been a little lefs candid, or that he had not made art at- 
tempt which both his fenfe and his inclination counteract. 
This and the correfpondence with M. le Brun, which is chief- 
ly-on the part of Mr. Miles, feem alfo intended to prove 
that the French were aggreffors in the war,—a point left as 
much in the dark'as ever. The author cenfures Mr. Fox 
with no fmall degree of afperity, for afferting that M. Ma- 
ret was refufed an audience of our miniftry and difmiffed 
abruptly. Without entering into the vindication of Mr. Fox 
on this head, which is not our province, the point ta be de- 
termined is, not whether fuch a perfon as Maret was fent 
here and rejected, but whether it was not the duty of our 
minifters, if they difcovered a hoftile tendency in the mea- 
fures of France, to have fent a proper perfon to France, and 
to attempt that by negotiation, which is never effected by war? 
Having done or not done that, was it not their duty alfo to 
point out the objects which were to be obtained by going to 
war? Did they expe& a whole nation to bear thefe burthens, 
which Mr. Miles has fo juitly reprefented as grievous, with- 
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out knowing what was to be the happy: iffue-of them patience 
under fuffering ? : ter 41 Rov 

_ Such are the,contents of this volume. Asa defence of 
Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration, it is the moft feeble we have. met 
with ; as an explanation of the caufes of the war, itis not : 
more fatisfaétery.than the broad affertions which have been 
conftantly made by, the fupporters of it ; but.as a juft, well. 
timed, and unanfwerable expofure of the folly of courts in. 
proyoking difcontent among the people, we may rank it among 
the moft. valuable publications of the day. This praife, how~ 
ever, ‘as already mentioned, attaches chiefly to the Pre/iminary 
Odb/fervations. As a writer, we have often had occafion to. 
notice Mr. Miles’s merit. The prefent work ferves to fhow 
how high that might rife, if he always yielded to the honeft 
impulfes of his heart, and did: not attempt fo monftrous an 
abfurdity. as an encomium. on the virtues and ta/ents of Mr. 
Pitt, arid’a picture of the late and prefent ftate of the coun+ 
try. A writer who praifes the talentsof Mr. Pitt, fhould 
never defcend to particulars. 





An entire New. Syftem of Mercantile Calculation, by the Ufé of 
Univerfal Arbiter Numbers. Introduced by-am Elementary 
Defcription of, and Commercial and Political Reflections én, 
Univerfal Trade.. Illufirated and Exemplified by the Elements 

af the Chain’ Rule of Three, the Nature of the Exchanges, 
and of all Charges and Contingencies on Goods; whieh are 
allo. reduced to a Plain and Concife Syftem, intirely New ana 
. Univerfal. By an Old Merchant. 410. vd. 1s. 6d. Boards. 
Leigh and Sotheby. 1795. ; 


YV HEN a’mérchant talks of’ the balance of trade, or a po- 

litician of the balance of power, we fufpect immedi- 
ately, either that he is a man not accuftomed to deep reflec- 
tion, or that’ he has fome finifter: ends in view, ‘There may 
not be much harm in the metaphor of a balance, applied either 
to trade or power, provided it is well underftood : but in ges 
netal the one is a term current upon the Exchange, and the 
other in politica] clubs, to which neither the fpeaker nor hearer 
give themfelves the trouble of fixing an appropriate meaning. 
Every nation that trades with another, muft give in return 
{ome commodity, which, in the eftimation of ‘the latter na- 
tion, is equivalent to the commodities exchanged; and the 
grounds of this eftimation are various. A rufty nail in one 
place may purchafe a hog; but the balance of trade is not 
againft the nation which in our eftimation gives up a valua- 
bie thing for onc of fo inconfiderable a value, any more than, 
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it is'againft the firft nation, which frequently gives up three 
buthels of the beft corn for a bottle of wine. Confusion is 
gntroduced. in-the fubje& frequently by bringing in gold or 
paper into the account: but gold is as much-a commodity as 
any other article, and:paper 1s the reprefentative of the com- 
modity: and when: two nations trade with each other, tlic 
only balance is it each party ftanding to-its agreement; that 
is, giving in. return the quantity of commodity for which-tke 
bargain.was.made. .Suppofing that, in: our trade with Porty~ 
gal, fhe would receive, in return for her wine and fruit, no- 
thing but gold:: we:mutt fend fome of our commodities to the 
nation which has gold, to’ purchafe it; or if Portugal would 
take only -whale oil; we muft with our gold pay men to go and 
get it: if fhe would take only woollen cloth, the merchant 
muft buy woollen cloth ; itt all thefe cafes we Have a certain 
value in our minds for her wine, and fhe: has a certain value 
for gold, whale oil; or woollen cloth: and the determinate. 
quantities of each being mutually advanced, the balance is 
preferved. 

But our author fees fomething farther in this bufinefs, and 
finds out * various balances arifing from time to time between 
each commercial place and all odie individually ;’ and this, 
according to him, is of great confequence in bills of ex 
change. Now bills of exchange-are only reprefentatives of 
commodity: and gold or filyer being commodities in more 

eneral at than any other, it has been found expedient that 
Se paper fhould reprefent thefe commodities. Various caufes 
will affe& the value of gold and filver in different places, and 
there may be a difficulty in tranfporting the commodity, or its 
reprefentative, to a given place. ‘Thus a merchant of Lon- 
don may have to pay at Leghorn a certain. fum in the coin of 
that country, and fome merchants of Leghorn may have to 
pay certain fums to people in London. If there are many of 
thefe Leghorn notes in London, the Londoner may take up 
one at the yalue which jt has here, and transfer it back to 
Leghorn, where it will be good money: but if there is fo 
little money due from Leghorn, that many merchants in Lon- 
don are competitors for thefe notes, there will be a propor- 
tionable premjum upon them. By taking advantage of -the 
value of notes on different places, a profitable trade may be 
carried on, which requires the knowledge of what ig called 
exchanges : and for this bufinefs, tables like our author’s may 

be ferviceable. 
. Qur author’s ideas appear to us to have only the ufual cone 
fufion on the balance of trade: but we mutt reprobate, in 
the ftrongeft terms, what he {ays on the flave-trade. We 
¢annot admit that the taking up of this trade by another na 
’ tion, 
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tion, is a reafon why we fhould not. abandon it, any more 
than that a highwayman or a pickpocket Ahould not leave off 
bufinefs, becaufe others would purfue it if he did not. This 
yaaxim, too general among traders, muft be ftigmatifed by 
eyery man of reafon and reflection: and every, trader fhould 
be taught, by the contempt .of all men of principle, morals, 
and education, that his gains, however great they may be; if 
they do no: arife from honourable means, from ufeful induf- 
try, place him in the rank of gamblers or receivers of ftolen 
oods. 

: ‘The other political and commercial remarks are not wor- 
thy of much notice; and-.the writer troubles himfelf little 
about ftyle. . Bervin, hereof, thereof, opi fréy: thereby, 
therein, occur continually. 

On the chain rule of three, we fear that his riebcsiitile 
readers will not gain much knowledge from his explanation. 
The, thing is fimply done by any one acquainted with the 
doctrine of proportion. 


Let A: B::C:D 
B:E::D:F 
G:H::F:I 
Then, by adding together thefe proportions, 
AxBxG:BxExH::C:!I 
I= BxExHxC 


AXbL.xG — 

* The value of this fraction is more eafily found by bringing 
it to its loweft terms, 

‘This rule is applied to exchanges. Let it be required to 
teduce 399). into millreas, at 66} per millrea... ‘Then 

d. 
. §2240::399: + 
665 Yr oF (133: 2iexe iF 


* /= lees 399 — 480 x 31440 millreas. 


133 

We might reduce 399}. into the coin of other countries in 
the fame manner, and thence determine the advantage in ne- 
gotiating by bills of exchange. ‘lo avoid the trouble of doing 
this, it would be eafier, from a view of the exchanges fer each 
day, to determine which bills gave the greatett advantage to 2 
yurchafer: and this is done by means of certain arbiters or 
tables, which, however ufeful, we fear are not fimple enough 
for the young merchant, whofe education feldom goes beyond 
the firft rules of arithmetic; though perhaps there is no:clafs 
of men to whom the thorough knowledge of figures and al- 


gebra would be more ady antagcous. 
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Archaologia ; or, Mifcellaneous Traéis relating to Antiquity. 
Publifoed by the-Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. X. 
4to, il. 6s. Boards. White. 


HIS volume contains forty articles, with an Appendix. 

Of thefe articles few are of any importance: for the re- . 
mains of Roman potfhards, fpears,. and helmets, or the fan 
taftic ornaments of Saxon architecture, which the parifh 
churches fupply in plenty, we cannot conceive to be of an 
confequence, when the general fy{tem is well underftood, 
and better {pecimens have been prefented to the public. On 
the other articles we could with to fee the fociety employing 
its energies; as the queftions connected with them delecrs 
inveftigation, whetheyfrom their importance in religion, or 
as related to the hiftofy of fcience. We refer particularly to 
the article on baptifmal fonts, and the introduction of the 
Arabic marks for number into England. | 

From article the firft we collet fome very good arguments, 
that the Portus Iccius of Julius Cafar was at Boulogne. 
Among the beft we reckon the impoflibility of Czefar’s arriv- 
ing at the valley of Dover by the /en: Africo, and the circum- 
jtance that the roads and works of the Romans terminated at 
Boulogne, in the province of the Morini. 

Il!. Obfervations on Canterbury Cathedral. By Mr. 
Denne. —IV. Church-window Paintings. By Sanmel 
Pegge.—VII. Extracts from an old Book relating to the 
Building of Louth Steeple, &c, between the Years 1500 
and 1518 By Sir Jofeph Banks. — Xill. Quenington 
Church. By Samuel Lyfons. — XVIII. A» Motaic Pave- 
ment at Ely, with brief Remarks on the Rife and Progrefs 
of Mofaic Work. By Richard Gough. —'Trite and obvious, 
~—XXI1. A Saxon Arch in Dinton Church, Buckingham- 
fhire. Ky Mr. Brand.—XXII. Obfervations of a Roman 
_ Horologium found in Italy. By Richard Gough.—XXVIILI. 
Inventory of Crown Jewels, 3 Edw. III. From a Record 
in the Exchequer. By Craven, Ord, to be confulted by Per- 
fons curious in the Value and. Ufe of Plate—XXIX. Stalls 
near the Communion Table in Maidftone Church. By Sa- 
muel Denne.—-XXX. On Stone Seats in the Chancels of 
Churches. By Do. —XXXII. Brereton Church windows. 
By Do.—XXXVII. Subfidy in 1382, colleGed by the Prior 
of Barnwell. By Mr. Gough. 

_* The occafion of this fubfidy granted by. the clergy was the 
{chifm in the church formed by Clement VII, againft whom Urhan 
VI publifhed a crufade 1382, of which Henry Spenier, bifhop 
of Norwich, was declared general. “Lhe granting of the fame in= 
dulgences ag to the crufaders engaged in war againit infidels indalg- 
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ed fuch numbers of all ranks and degrees, both of the laity and 
clergy, to engage! in it, thatthe parliament which met in the be- 


ginning of the 'year 1383 not only approved* the: piige _ 
granted.a.confiderable fubfidy.’ rp. 387. 


XXXVIH. A ‘Charter of Barnwell Priory. By Richard 
h.—This relates to the Midfummer fair, now common. 
called’ Pot Fair, the Aiftory of which deferves farther in- 

veligation from the communicator of this article, who pro-~ 

bably Has in his poffeffion fome' valuable information’ on Gar- 

Hck fait, which is now fearcely known to any of tlie inhabi- 

tants of Cambridge, but thofe living in or near Jefus-lane, 

ang A Survey of Wymbledon Manor. By Jolin 
at 

Roi” Antiquities. ne Derbeiefleira Romana. By 

Mr. Pegge. | ' 


* The refult, upon the whole, feems.to be, that. the Romans 
were concerned, as Dr. Plott obferves,. in a multitade of places in 
the interior parts of the country, remote from their military ways; 
that more Roman antiquities, variety and number taken. together, 
have been found in the county of Derby, than is any other pro- 
vince included inthe generical name of Coritani (though they are 
not fewer than five) or perhaps than in moft other counties im Eng- 
land. And, further, that were gentlemen in their refpe@tive coun- 
ties, and we have members, I prefume, from moft parts of ‘the 
kingdom, to enumerate,and point out the feveral places within their 
djftriéts and provinees, where Roman remains, including anfiqi- 
ties of .alk the diiferent kinds, have been found, in fome fuch man- 
per as is.here done, we fhould have an excellent Britannia) Romana, 
on a very extenfive plan. Whence it would appear, that ourifland 
had indeed been a favourite province; as Dr. Stukeley, terms -it, 
with that great people, and that they had in fact-occupied or vifited 
almoft every corner of it.’ P. 35. 


V. Farther Obfervations on: CataraQ{onium.. By ia 
Cade,’ 


* Ob reviewing: the remains.of Cataraétonium, I met with no 
reafon to deviate -from the defcription given of that place.. The 
fcattered fragments of fortification to be feen ia the circumjacent 
parts, leave no room to doubt of its former magnitude. When 
we confider the vaft concourfe of people that muft o¢cafionally 
have refided there, the accommodations neceflary-for the numerous 
fojourning cohorts, the fpace occupied by magazines of every kind, 
with the allotments requifite for merchants, artifans, and manufac 
tores; befides its being the fite af the great northern corporate 
mint, from whence the legions were to be fupptied at the pares 


vas and Caledonian {tations ; curlorily pafling by its temples, bof in 
te 
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tells, baths; and other public buildings, need we queftion the effera 
tion of the ancient Cataracton having included Thornburg, Burg- 
hall, and Catterick village, a Circuit at: the moftiaot exceeding 
three Roman miles? It would. be abfurdity in the extreme ito be 
_ guided by fome writers, who imagined that it did not, somprife 

above ten or twenty acres. ‘Here we may in reality meet witha 
more appofite Bellofitum than the Oxonian hiftoriographer could 
poflibly defcry, where the coins preferved befpedk Jupiter Cuftos, 
and‘the teftimony of futceeding ages has never been wanting to 
immortalize its former {plendor and importance. Well might the 
philanthropic Mr. Burton, contemplating its prefent fituatioa, re 
peat the werds of the pfalmiit, “« Come, behold the works of the 
Lord, what defolation he hath brought upon the earth.” I muft 
acknowledge that I never viewed the place, that the fate of Hiam, 
Tyre, and-Carthage, was not brought to my remembrance; but 
with this foothing refleCtion, that religion and jultice {way the fcep- 
tre of this happy land, whilft contending nations, not fatiated with 
the deftruction »of a town or a city, are for extirpating whole re- 
gions ; as if feveral of the European ftates were in need of a new 
colonization.’ P. $7. 


Fine embellifhment, indeed, for an antiquarian! but his 
brethren will hardly be fatisfied with this /ublime rapture. 
With thefe obfervations, are given fome others, deferving at- 
tention, on Danifh remains. 

XI. A Roman Altar infcribed to Belatucader. By Mr. 
Gough.’ e 

‘ Profeffor Ward, bifhop Lyttelton, and other antiquaries, were 
of opinion that: Belatucader was a local deity of the Brigantes and 
other nerthern people correfponding to the Apollo of the Greeks 
and Romans. .Mr. Baxter, Dr. Gale, and Mr. Horfley, and Mr. 
Regge, thought him equivalent with Mars. Mr. Pegge in a me- 
moir communicated to this fociety~1771, and publifhed in their 
Archgeologia, Vol. II.-101—+104, has clearly eftablifhed the con- 
formity between Belatucader and Mars. I thall not repeat his ar- 
guments, but content myfelf. with obferving that the infcription 
now under confderation i¢ a decifive confirmation that the true 
reading of the infcription at .Netherby loft fince Mr. Camden's 
tume is 


Deo Marti Belatucadro. 


without the intervention of et between the two names. Agreeable 
to this is the etymelogy of the name.in the Britifh language ; Bel y 
duw cadarn, Bel, thé god of frength, or of cafles or war, whence 
Pr. Stukely, in ong of his: MS. -notes makes it {ynonymous with 
the fcripture phrafe, the Lord of hofts. Mrs Baxter explains. it, 
Bel at u cadr, q. &. Belus ad arcem montis.’ Pe Lage 


. 
_*- 


If 
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Lf we refer it to Phoenician origin, which feems riattiral, 
the infeription i is ecafily made to be ‘ Baal, the chief of the 
mighty ones.’ 

XIV. Roman Antiquities difcovered in the County of 
Gloucefter. _ By Samuel Lyfons.—Thefe were found neat 
Cirencefter, and ¢onfift of urns of glafs and earthen ware, 
amphoras, celts, pateras, bullas, ftiles, fibulas, armillas, bufts, 
and ftatéras. On the ftatera found at Kingfholm, in 1788, 
the communicator obferves— 


¢ Tt is, 1. believe; the firft which has been difcovered in this 
kingdom, and. is very well preferved, no part of it being loft exa 
cept the hook, or chain, by which the weight was fufpended. 

‘ One fide of the beam is divided into fix parts, each of ~which 
is fubdivided; into:twelve ; the only number marked on this fide is 
V. the other fide ‘has the numbers V..X. XV. XX. -infcribed on 


ite: 
‘ As the io iain pound .confifted of twelve. ounces, each of 


which contained fix fextula, and twelve: dimidiae fextule,:I had 
little doubt that the fix parts in the firft graduation were ounces, 
each of which was fubdivided into twelve dimidie fextule, and 
that the fecond graduation began at five ounces, and proceeded 


on to twenty-four, or two pounds, An experiment I afterwards 
made with the Roman weights at the Britifh Mufeum confirmed 
me in this opinion; for they tallied,as nearly as could be, expected, 
when the lofs which the ftatera might be fuppofed to have. fuftained 
in weight was confidered. All the Roman fteel-yards which f have 
had-an opportunity of ex@mining are graduated in the fame mian- 
ner, making the higheft: number on one fide, the Joweft on the 
other, and proceeding upwards by fives either of pounds or ounces. 
The fine {pecimen preferved in the Britifh Mufeum; which was 
found at Herculaneum, is graduated on one fide of the beam for 
five pounds, and on the other proceeds from five to twenty-five. 

¢ Montfaucon. confounds the ftatera with thertrutina or fcales, 
and. makes them fynonymous, but afterwards défcribes the former 
under the name of campana, It fhould feem from the following 
pailagé lin Cicero de Oratore, “ Ad ea probanda que non aurificis 
ftatera fed quadam populari trutina examinantur,” that the former 
was chiefly ufed by the goldfmiths for weighing jewels and things 
of value, and that the latter was employed for the common pur- 
pofes of life; though it ig rather furprifing that this thould have 
been the cafe, as the fteel-yard is extremely liable to error, and fa 
lefs to be depended on than. the fcales. ‘ 

¢ Moft of the ancient flatere have a feale or bafon, fufpended 
by-chains atthe end of the beam : this fpecimen has only a double 


hook.’ Ps 134. 


XV. An Aécount of fome Roman Antiquities in Cums 
berland, 
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berland, hitherto tntoticéd. By Hayman Rooke. Altars, 
fmphora, remains of a bath in the fort near Nether Hall, 
which colonel Senhoufe is very laudably employed at prefent 
in laying opetr to public infpection. XXXIIL. Account: of 
fome¢ Sepulchral Antiquities difcovered at Lincoln. By John 
Pownall. |, XXKVI. ‘Remains in Sherwood Foreft, difcover- 
ed by Hayman Rooke.—A> Roman camp at Holly Hill, a 
brafs key, an imon*dagger, and an urn. XXXII. Antiqui- 
ties difcovered at Bath, 1790. By Sir R. C. Englefield: 
Thefe are the remains probably of 2 temple of the Corinthian 
order, dédicated to Apollo and Minerva, the tutelary deities 
of ‘the {prings of ‘Bath,of which a fuller and more accurate 
defcription is:expeeted fron’ Mr. Baldwin. 

VI. Account" of the antient Modes of Fortification in 
Scotland. By’ Robert’ Riddel.—A ‘doubt ‘is ftated, in which 
we join with the writer, that the ufe of iron was known in 
Scotland before the.arrival.of the Romans. IX. Draidicail 
and other Britifh remains in Cumberland, defcribed by. Hay- 
man Rooke. X. Defcription of certain Pits in Derbythirey 
by Ditto.—Thefe pits go by the name of Pititeads, and are, 
in 2 wood called Linda Spring, lying at Linda-lane, abouta 
mile from Brackerfield near Crich. ‘They are in two ftraighe 
lines, forming a ftreet 256 yards long ; in width at the weit- 
érai erid four yards, in the middle five yards, at the eaft end 
nine yards! “here dare. 28 pits in the fouthern row, and 25 
inthe northern ; one with another 16 feet by 15, and 6 feet 
déep..° This ftreet of pits, the writer, not without a gréat 
thow of probability, fuppofeés to have been a Britifh town, 
which, allowing three only to a pit, would contain'1§9 per- 
fons. XII. Obfervations on the machine called the Lewis. 
By Francis Gibfon.—From the cavities in each of the key- 
itones*of the body of Whitby church, which fell down im 
1762, the Writer conceives that the machine called ‘ a Lewis, 
is not a modern French invention, but an improvement of an 
ancient one, and that our anceftors-were not fo ignorant in 
mechanics, as is generally imagined.’ They muft be fuper- 
ficial obfervers of our cathedrals, who attribute very great ig- 
norafice in ‘thefe poitits to our anceftors. XVI. Obfervas 
tions on ‘the late ‘continuance of the ufe of Torture in Eng- 
land. By George Chalmers.—By a warrant of the privy 
council in 1620, figned among others by lord chancellor 
Bacon and Sir E. Coke, the lieutenant of the ‘Tower was au- 
thorifed to put Samuel Peacock to the torture, either of the 
manacles or the rack ; and torture was not abolifhedin Scet- 
land tili the act of union in 1708. XVII. Obfervations on 
vitrified. Fortifications in Galloway. By R. Riddel.—We 


can collect nothing from thefe obfervations, but wifhes that 
; fomebody 
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fomebody would go into Galloway to make farther inquiried; 
XXXIV. An Account of the river Orwell, or Orewell, it 
Suffolk. By Mr. Myers.—Conjectures on the river, town, 
and harbour of Orwell. XIX. On the Hunting of the Bri- 
tons and Saxons in Britain. By Samuel Pegge.—Trite res 
marks on hunting. The chief thing worthy of notice is, that 
there were no fuch things as parks, in our fenfe of the word, 
till after the conqueft. ° Ihe Saxon word perk means. only an 
inclofure, without reference to deer; and inthis fenfe we res 
colleét to have heard it commonly ufed in Scotland. 

XXVI. and XXVIL Obfervations on a Charter in Mr. 
Afile’s Library, fuppofed to be one of Edgar’s.—Thefe two. 
papers are of great importance to antiquarians. Mr. Aftle, 
with his ufual good fenfe and accuracy, examines this charter, 
which he clearly fhows to be a forgeryy and concludes with 
this remark— 

¢ Thus I-have given you my fentiments concerning your char's 
ter; which is a. curious montfment of the ignoratce, as well as of 
the art and knavery, of thofe who were the fabricators, Thefe re- 
marks may alfo-caution antiquaries againft having too much vene- 
ration for charters, or other documents which appear to be ancient, 
without inquiring into their authenticity.” Pp. 240. 


XL. Defcription of the great Pagoda of Madura. By 
Adam Blackader.—A very good defcription of a pagoda, and 
choultrie annexed. Our readers will be pleafed with fome 
particulars from it, as coming from one who had fuch oppor 
tunities of examining the temple— 


‘ The religion of the Hindoos confifts of the worfhip of only 
one deity; but the names by which he is known in different di- 
ftrifs are very numerous, as are alfo the various forms under which 
he is reprefented. In honour of this deity an edifice or temple ie 
ereéted ; in the centre is placed his image, before which the reli- 
gious ceremonies of the priefts are performed. The building is in 
general {mall, and fituated in an area or open fpace enclofed by one 
or more walls of a fufficient height aimoft wholly’ to.conceal it. 
Befides the temple, there is a very large and high building which 
makes 2 part of the wall, being half enclofed by it, through which 
is the entrance into the area. ‘This may be confidered as a fteeple, 
not being intended for any other purpofe than that of atttaéting the 
public attention, having only a fmall apartment in each ftory, and 
a ftaircafe leading to the top. Thefe two buildings are fimilar in 
fhape externally, differing only in fize. The fmaller buikiing con- 
tains the apartment for the adoration of the deity, which is lighted 
by lamps, there being no openings to admit the light; and the 
Jerger one at the lower part forms a magnificent gateway or entrancd 


quite through it, cach ftory having a finall Jateral window. de 
¢ The 
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‘ Thé infide of the’ wall enclofing the area has fometimes'a fingle» 
ot double ¢oloriade alf'round; which being covered over, ‘the top 
forms a parapet for the purpofes of defence in time of war, 

« As thé templés are by much too fmall to contain the great con-. 
coutfe of people who come to celébrate the public feftivals and wor 
fhip the ‘déity, ‘there is ih’ general a large building for that purpofe 
attached to‘it, éalled a choul:ry, which ts cotripofed of a number of 
cohrmns’ #t certain ‘diftancés, and covered with a flat roof; thefe 
vary in nottiber and maprificence according to the richnefs of the 
chorch.’? #: 450,°°° 





‘ The temple*is facred to the deity under the name of Choca- 
lingain § and indeed the faine name (that of Lingam) is adopted 
all over ‘Pndia, a oe 268 | 

‘The image dr repreféntation of the deity is placed in the mid- 
dle of the apartment facing the door. It isa block of black gra 
nite, about four feet high; of atonie fliape, with the outlines of a 
human fate-on thé tép, and 4 gold arch over it, carved in open 
work, refembling the glory. 

‘ This figure-is never moved from its place ;, but the bramins 
upon. particular occafions bring out a reprefentation of the deity to 
gratify the publick, at which time he is fuppofed to have affumed a 
human form, of about three feet in height with four arms, made of 
gold, and in a very. fingular manner richly ornamentéd with jewels 
and filks, = : 

‘This image is carried on men’s fhoulders in this form feated on 
a throne, attended by the bramins as his fervants, and feldom ap- , 
pears in public without being accompanied by his wife Minachie.” 
P. 451. 


’ 





‘ The temple-is fufficiently large for the performance of the reli- 
gious ceremonies, which is the bufinefs of the bramins, and con+ 
fifts chiefly in wafhing the figure with water, anointing it with oil, 
burning perfumes, and decorating it with flowers. Thefe ceremo- 
nies are performed daily, with mufic and dancing. 

‘ All thofe who come to pay their devotions do not enter the 
temple; but fome make their applications in the area, being fatisfied 
if they fee the figure. | 

‘ Heretits are never admitted into the temple, nor even into the 
area; and, fhould it ever happen, the place is defiled, and to purify 
it the bramins perform certain ceremonies, which confift in rub- 
bing the walls with cow dung, {prinkling them with the urine, and 
making an Offering.’ P. 452. . 

XXII. XXIV. XXV. Obfervations on Baptifmal Fonts, 
by Mefits. Pegge, Gough, and Carte.— There are many 
—— connetted with the prefent form of baptifmal fonts, 

it:is proper to retain that name, when at prefent, inftead 


Crit. Rey. Vox, XIX. April, 1797- Hh of 
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of them, moft churches prefent to us a hollow {pace, in 
which is depofited a {mall bafon to hold water. How long 
was immerfion prattifed in England? that it was prattifed,. 
feems evident from the form of the baptifmal font at St. 
Nartin’s, Canterbury, and from many expreflions in our ec. 
clefiaftical hiftorians. At what time did this practice ceafe? 
How many fonts are there now remaining in England, fit for 
the exereife of the baptifmal rite by immerfion? That there 
fhould be very few, is accounted for in thefe papers by an 
obfervation, that, during the civil wars of the laft century, all 
fonts were ordered to be removed out of churches, and bafons 
ufed in their places. Thefe fonts were frequently fold, and 
turned into horfe-troughs. The ornaments and fhape of: 
fonts are here chiefly confidered. ‘Thefe things are of little 
importance, unlefs to determine the antiquity of the font; 
and inafmuch as that point can be fettled, we may afcertain 
that the ufe of f{prinkling had, at fuch a date, got the better 
of the baptifmal rite. Mr. Gough concludes his cemarks in 


the following manner— | 


© The refult.of all thefe different obfervations is a proof that 
when the baptifm of infants became an eftablifhed cuftom, which 
Mr. Robinfon, of Cambridge, in his elaborate and learned Hiftory 
of Baptifm juft publifhed, fhews was not till the 14th century, it 
was unneceflary for the adminiftrators to go inte the water, and 
they contrived cifterns which they called fonts, in which they dip- 
ped the children. In the firft baptifteries, both adminiftrators and 
candidates went down flteps into the bath. In afier ages the admi- 
niftrators went up fteps to a platform on which ftood a fmall bath 
called a font. In modern practice the font remains; but a bafon 
of water fet into the-font ferves the purpofe, becaufe it is not fup- 
pofed neceflary either that the adminiftrator fhould go into the wa- 
ter, or that the candidate fhould be immerfed.. This in England 
was cufiom, not law; for, in the time of queen Elizabeth, the. 
governors, of the epifcopal church in effect exprefsly prohibited 
fprinkling, forbidding the ufe of bafons in public baptifm, © “ Laft 
of all (the churchwardens) fhall fee that in every church there be 
a holy founte, not a bafon, wherein baptifm may be miniftered, 
and it be kept comely and clean, Item, that the font be not re- 
moved, nor that the curate do baptife in parifh churches in any ba- 
fons; nor-in any other form than is already prefctibed.” Sprinkling 
therefore was not allowed, except as in the church of Rome, in 
cafes of neceffity at home. Damafus, afterwards pope, conftruct- 
eda baptifinal font in the old Vatican church at Rome. The font 
at Notre Dame, in which Clovis was baptifed, ftood without the 
church. Richard earl of Warwick, 1381, is reprefented’ as bap- 


tifed by immerfion in an hexagon font fupported an fix pillars round 
a ce 
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a central fhaft ; king Richard II. his godfather holding his hand on 
his head, © : : 

‘ Immerfion is enjoined by the canons; and it was thrice repeats 
ed, in reference to the Trinity and the thrée days during which our 
Saviour remained inthe grave. Mr, Robinfon fuggefts that the 
bath near one end of the church of Eaft Dereham in Norfolk was 
a baptiftery ; and if the bifhop of Coventry granted to Haghmon 
abbey an officer whofe province it was to baptife fews as well as in~ 
fants, it is natural to infer that there were at that time Jew's refident in 
Shropthire, and one baptiftery at or near the abbey for the baptif- 
ing men and women, The compartment on the font at Bright- 
kelmftone reprefenting baptifm, exhibits. the parties under arches, 
perhaps of the baptiftery. Mr.,.Robinfon offers other ingenious 
conjectures on the reliefs on fonts, which I forbear to enlarge on 
here, thinking it is time to conclude this paper, after obferving how 
little attention has been paid to the fubjeét by the beft and moft in- 
quifitive defcribers of our churches,’ P. 207. 


We perfe&tly agree with Mr. Gough that the fubject de-' 
ferves attention ; and with Mr. Carte, that if the baptifmal 
rite is performed ina private houfe, the clergyman fhould take 
away the napkin and bafon for ecclefiaftieal ufes! It is extra~ 
ordinary, that, fincé immeétfion'is agreeable to the articles of 
the church of England, there is no'inftance of this ceremony 
being performed in any‘chirch at'prefent> and perhaps an 
accurate furvey of our parifh regifters; and the records of old 
families, might “eftablifh the point of time when it: ceafed. 
From the encouragement given to the’queftion in the prefent 
volume, we may expect flat the fociety will foon be enabled 
to produce a fufhcient ftock of materials, on which a decifion 
may be founded. . 

XXXV. Obfervations on the Introduétion of Arabic Nu- 
merals into England. By Mr. North—This isa ‘very valu- 
able paper. The ufe of the Arabic numerals, before the 
Helmdon ‘date, is clearly fhewn to be impoflible: The Helm- 
don date is properly fet afide from the improbability that the 
figures 1123 or 1233, take’ either Wallis’s or Ward’s fuppofi- 
tions, fhould have been ufed on a mantle piece, and yet not 
be found in any manufcripts of the fame date. From a table 
of eclipfes in Ben’et library, Cambridge, it is evident that, be- 
tween the yeats 13 0 and 1348, the numérals had been but 
little ufed. In the fame library the writer difcovered a more 
ancient date than in Bacon’s calendar, im the Treatife on the 
Sphere by Grofthed, bithop of Lincoln, which led him to 
attribute the introduétion of thefe, figures into England to that 
celebrated prelate. His reafons we will give in his own words, 
which to us are fatisfattory— 
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* To this great reftorer of learning Robert Grofthed, bithop of 
Lincoln (whofe life, begun by Dr. Knight, muft have been very 
acceptable had he finifhtd it), we of this nation principally owe, I 
apprehend, our knowledge of the cyphers or prefent figures. The 
authority I have for this notion has, to my great furprize, been hi- 
therto overlooked, though very remarkable, and equally clear. It 
is in the continuation of Matthew Paris’ Hiferia, ad an. 1261, p. 
1112, edit. Parkeri, wher¢ he gives an account of the death of 
John Bafingftoke, archdeacon of Leicefter. ‘ Hic Magifter Jo- 
hannes figuras’: Grecorum numerales & earum notitiam & fignifica- 
tiones in Angliam portavit & familiaribus fuis declaravit, per quas 
figuras etiam litere reprefentantur. De quibus figuris hoc maxime 
ddmirandum quod unica figura quiltbet numerus reprefentatur, quod 
fon eft in Latino, vel in Algarifmo.” How long his return from 
Athens was before his death we are not informed: but as to the 
teftament of the twelve patriarchs, which John firft mentioned to 
bifhop Grofthed, Matthew Paris tells us, p. 800, the bifhop tranf- 
Jated it into Latin inthe year 1241; and fuppofing he fent to 
Greece for them, as foen as he received information of them, and, 
allowing two or three years for that bufinefs, we may fuppofe John 
Bafingftoke’s return from Athens was between 1236 and 1240, 
~.© There haye been no fpecimens produced of them which are 
undoubted, before that time.,,,. Matthew Paris himfelf knew them 
not, if. we may credit the manufcript in his hand in the king’s li- 
brary, in which the dates are all in Roman letters. ey 

‘ Johannes de, Sacre Bofco, Prefacius Judzus,- whofe tables, 
wrote in 1308, are in the king’s library, and Roger Bacon, who 
all ufed the figures, lived and wrote till after the time above affigned 
for the introduétion of them. 

¢ That Thomas Rifhanger, or whoever was the continuator of 
Matthew Paris’s hiftory, fhould call them figuras Graecorum is no 
wonder; for if we will not with Huetius, or before him Petrus 
Dafypodius, profeffor.of mathematics at Strafburg, fuppofe them to 
be derived from the lefler Greek letters; yet, as'the introduction of 
them tous was from.Greece, he might, without impropriety, call 
them Grecorum figuras, even. if we muft fuppofe them originally 
invented among the Indians, whofe country, arts, and {ciences were 
fo little known in this part of the world.’ Pp. 374. 


We have fo many manufcripts in England, capable of throws 
ing light upon this fubjeét, that we hope the fociety’s efforts 
will be direéted to the eftablifhment of this point ; and, to'fur- 
ther the wifhes of the writer, that the lives of Géerbertus and 
Grofthed mhay-be'given with that accuracy which their impor- 
tance in the hiftcry of literature deferves. 
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An Hiftorical Differtation upon the Origin, Sufpenfion, and Re- 
vival, of the Judicature and Independency of the Irifh Par® 
liament. With a Narrative of the Tranfaftions in 1719, 
relative to the celebrated Declaratory Law; extradcted from 
the Papers of the late Earl of Egmont: and a Comment on 
his Lordfhip’s Opinion, upon the Legiflative Union of thefe 
Kingdoms. To which is annexed the Standing Orders of the 
Houfe of Lords, tranf{cribed from a Copy printed by Autho- 
rity the Utth of Feb. 4790, accurately compared with the lead- 
ing — ; the Dates.and Caufes of their Origin, Conftruétion, 
and Application, extracted from the Fournals of Parliament, 
in Great Britain and Ireland. . By Henry, Vifcount Mount- 
morres, Fe. R..S,& M. Ri I. A. 8vo, 3s. 6d. De- 
brett. 


THE noble author of the work before us is known to the 
literary public by feveral produétions, which, if they aré 
not diftinguifhed by ftriking traits of original genius or of 
profound inveftigation, at leaft contain matter feleéted with 
much ufeful ‘induftry, and reflections evidently influenced by 
motives of pattiotifm. 
The views and fcope of the publication are explained in the 
following extra&t from his lordthip’s Preface— rn 


‘ Though the apparent defign of this compilation is to trace the 
origin, fufpenfion, and revival of the jurifdiction of the Irifh par- 
liament ; a fubje&t however interefting it might have been in 1782, 
now of lefs moment, becaufe it is no longer a queftion of novelty : 
yet, it will be found to lead to a diflertation of the greateft impor- 
tance, that naturally, {prings from the fources of information, of 
which the author has. been poffeffed ; viz. the legiflative incorpora- 
tion of Great Britain and Ireland, | 

‘In the ‘Genealogical Hiftory of the Houfe of Ivery many 
important materials will be found relative to the general hiitory of 
Ireland,” particularly a Jong and minute detail of the great cafe of 
Sherlock and Annefly, of the merits, grounds, precedents, and re- 
prefentations that guided the conduct of the Irifh parliament in 
that momentous. queftion, that produced the famous declaratory 
law in 1719, and annihilated the independence of the Trith parlia- 
ment. , | 

‘ The’ repeal of that law in 1781-2, and the act which finally 


renounced the defign of ever binding Ireland again by a Britifh a& 


of Parliament, were the fruits of a long and arduous conteft ; 
where patriotifm was at laft triumphant, where the efforts of a vir- 
tuous oppofition were crowned with complete fuccefs. The hif- 
tory of thofe tranfactions will form a brilliant page in the annals of 
mankind, | 
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‘ As one who took an a¢tive part in that arduous conteft; the 
@uthor cannot refieét upon: paft fcenes without delight ; wor upon 
that ftruggle, without »fatisfaétion, not like other contefts which 
recent periods have prodyced, a mere fkirmifh for place, power, 
and.emolument ; but a fy{tematic oppofition to a defpotic:influ- 
ence, grounded upon the pureft motives of «genuine patriotif{m ; 
where the parties purfued their own, through the intereft and wel. 
fare of the community.’ .P. 1, , 


~ By the laft paffage in this extract, our readers will perceive 
that we have not been incorreét in defcribing lord. Mount. 
morres as a patriot.— With refpect to the legiflative incorpo- 
yation of Ireland with England, the topic is undoubtedly of 
confiderable importance to both countries.. That fuch a cir. 
cumftance may take place, is, we believe, the ardent. with of 
many leading characters on this and on the other fide of the 
water ; but from the example of infignificancy prefented by 
Scotland fince her union with Great Britain, from the long 
controuled exercife of the legiflative and juridical powers in 
Ireland, and from the fpirit and perfeverance which the Irith 
patriots have difplayed in emancipating their parliament and 
courts of law from a humiliating dependance on this country, 
it fhould feem that much party confli€t and ferious oppofition 
would precede the accomplifhment of the meafure, ‘fhould it 
ever be finally practicable. Lord Mountmorres, defirous of 
clofely adhering to his duty as'an hiftorian, offers no opinion 
of his own on this very interefting branch of Britith politics, 

Obferving on the ftate of Ireland, and the falutary reforms 
and eftablifhments by which it might be improved, his lord- 
fhip makes many remarks that indicate a mind afliduoufly in- 
tent on the public good. Our readers will probably be pleafed 
with a {pecimen— 

* All hopes of national improvement, of general, induftry and 
civilization are idle and vifionary, where liquid poifon is permitted 
to be fold at the corner of every fitreet, and rendered a lucrative 
fource of revenue. The ufe of opium in Turkey, and of whifkey 
in Ireland, are equally pernicious ; deftru@tive of the morals, of 
_the underftanding, of the health, and corporal ftrength of the pre- 
fent, nay, of the future race, in thofe countries. ; 

‘ Some regulations have lately prevailed in Ireland, but,, inade- 
quate to the prevention of this bane of national profperity ; but as 
the author has elfewhere enlarged upon this fubje&, he fhall now 
conclude with humbly recommending this, as the grand primary 
object,ewhich fhould precede every oiher confideration, 

‘ Should arrangements of this kind obtain, Ireland might flonrith ta 
as great a degree, or in a greater proportion, perhaps, than any part 
of the old world; of the old world is emphatically repeated ; < 
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caufe the tendency of the fatal and impolitic condué of the allied 
powers combined by imperial loans, and fed by fubfidiary treaties, 
will ultimately tend to accelerate the future ‘greatnefs of America, 
and the poetical prophecy of -bifhop Berkley will no longer be con- 
fidered as romantic and vifionary. “Til 

‘ It isto be hoped, however, that the good genius of England 
will refcue her from calamities incurred by the abfurdity of our po- 
litical condué&t, that a combination of ability fhall direé& the fenate, 
and not a mere Capricieus.arrangement of juvenile conneions : 
for, it it is a melancholy truth, that the underftandings of men and 
the public tafte in this country have retrograded for the laft twelve 
years; and men have difcovered that the high road to office and 
preferment under the prefent fyftem, is bowing at the levees of 
minifters, and being the foremoft example in the vaflalage of mie 
nifterial fervility ; and not by the improvement of their minds, 
and the acquifition of conftitutional learning and information.’ 
P. 39. 

The above. paffages contain fome of the beft thoughts and 
writing in his lordfhip’s Differtation; towards the conclufion 
of which he enters into a fhort refutation of Mr. Paine’s.prin- 
ciples of government. It is not our immediate province to dif- 
cufs the merits of that epigrammatic and fingular writer; we 
have enly to obferve, that his noble antagonift has not placed 
the fubje& in any attitude more new or interetting than it 
has already afflumed. We mutt alfo remark, that fuch digref- 
fions, when contrafted with pedigree details and landing orders 
of the Irifh houfe of peers; gives to what lord Mountmorres 
calls an * elaborate work,’ a very defultory appearance; and 
that he has complimented the editors of certain books with a 
moft fulfome littlenefs of authorfhip. 





A Statiftical Account of the Parifh of Aghaboe, in the Dueen’s 
County, Ireland. By Edward Ledwich, LL. B. Secretary 
to the Commitice of Antiquities of the Royal Lrifh Academy, 
and Fellow of the Antiquariqn Societies of London and Scots 
land. 8vo. Archer, Dublin. 1796. 


THe ftatiftical account of Scotland, given by fir John Sin- 

clair, chiefly from the information of the clergy of that 
country, has roufed the zeal of Mr. Ledwich,, vicar ofthe 
parifh of Aghaboe in the Queen’s County, where,he has rer 
fided above twenty years, to begin fomething of the fame na- 
ture, relative to the negle€ted country of Lreland,--a part of 
the Britifh dominions, as far behind the northern dwifion of 
our ifland in fcientific cultivation of cithes mind or effate, 
ss! eee 
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and in the general f{pirit of improvement, as it is fuperior tg 
jt in the mildnefs of its climate and the fertility.of its foil. 

_ ‘The information is contained under the ; + oe heads~. 
- * Of the Name and Origin of the Parifh—Of its Topography 
—Of the Face of the Parifh; its Soil and Foflils—Of the Pro- 
prietors, Houfes, Population—-Of the Size of Farms, Leafes, Tithes, 
Implements of Hufbandry, and Poor—Of the Tillage—Of the 
Rental, Stock, and Induftry of the Parifh—Of the Parifh Church 
of Aghaboe, the Dominican Abbey and other Antiquities,’ 


The two firft and the laft articles give Mr. Ledwich an 
opportunity of introducing the knowledge of the antiquary ; 
in which Ime he has already defervedly obtained the’ notice of 
the public. 

The parifh of Aghaboe is naturally fertile; the frequent 
fhowers nourifh a perpetual verdure ; the greateft want is that 
of firing, the edunie hating been defpoiled of wood, in which 
it formerly abounded. -Manufactures have, on this occafion, 


as in many others, been unfavourable to the comforts of the 


poor cottager. 

* At the time of making the Down furvey, the remnants of 
former woods exifted at Kilenefeer, Carrig, Knockfin, Gurtneclea 
and Ballygihen, but fhrubs were numerous: thefe were oak, birch, 
afh.and other faplings from old ftocks,~ The Englifh colonifts to 
clear their lands greatly reduced.the quantity of timber; but what 
annihilated almoft every veftige of it were the iron-works fet up in 
the laft century in this county. One was ereéted by fir Charles 
Coote at Moyntrath, about five miles from Aghaboe: another at 
Ballynakill by lord Londonderry, about feven miles ; and a third 
at Mountinelick by lord Loftus, about fifteen miles ; thefe effectue 
ally defpoiled the parith of its tumber, fo that except a, few elm and 
afh, and thefe not exceeding fifty years growth, there are no other 
timber trees in the parifh ; of courfe, the country looks naked and 
‘dreary. Mr. Young in his tour, {peaks indignantly and truly on 
this {ubjeét, and has thrown out fome ufeful hints, well deferving 
the attention .of Janded gentlemen, who feem- warmly. to have 
adopted them in many places, ©. 9 | 

_* Our bogs and moors, which formerly, like cancers, overfpread 
the parith, are now fcarcely fufficient to fupply fuel to its -inhabi- 
tants,. Turf is the -gengral firing ; this is cut late, feldom ‘before 
July ; fo that ifthe ‘furtimer turns out wet, people ‘are greatly dif- 
treffed’; ‘the cabbiiis’ are ‘moift and: cold ; fevers ‘and agues often 
fitceed, ‘and the fencesare torn and deftroyed by the poor : all 
thefe evils might be prevented ‘by cutting turf if March, which 
would allow. it time to dry,’and when carefully clamped, might, 
without ‘mjury, bé drawn home in wet weather.’ p. 36.- 
¢ , All the rent of this parith is paid to abfentees 5. eae” a 
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few good houfes; the reft are the common Irith cabbins, of 
which Mr. Ledwich fays— | | 


‘ The external appearance of thefe is wretched, but they are by 
no means unhealthy habitations, many of them have diftiné apart- 
ments and are convenient, When the roof is good and the walls 
dry they are extremely warm ; and the numbers of children iffui 
from them on the barking of a dog and the approach of a ftranger 
demonftrate, that they are not the dens of poverty and mifery, as 
fhallow obfervers and uninformed travellers would have us believe.’ 
P. 41. | 


He adds, that plenty of food and propagation accompany 
eachother. We confefs it is not perfectly clear to our appree 
henfions, that merely the number of children in a poor man’s 
cabbin proves it is not the abode of poverty and mifery ; for if 
thofe children fhould be half-naked and half-ftarved, it is dif- 
ficult to fay how poverty and mifery can be marked in a more 
expreffiye manner. A poor man would probably think he 
was mocked, if you were to tell him, You have eight or nine 
children, and therefore you cannot be in diftrefs. But we in 
England muft have had an erroneous idea of the condition of 
the Irifh peafantry, fince our author tells us that * though they 
are feemingly badly lodged, they are in every refpect infinitely 
more comfortable and. happy than thofe of the fame clafs in 
Great Britain, as the latter vaftly exceed thofe of continental 
nations in thefe refpeéts.”? To what a climax of mifery muft 
our neighbours on the continent be reduced by this eftimate ; 
but they, probably, actuated by the fame natural and in fome 
meafure patriotic partiality, think with equal pity of the Irifh 
cabbins, and the cottagers of Aghaboe. 

The parith is let into {mall farms, favourable, as the author 
obferves, to population, but certainly inducing a bad fyftem 
of agriculture, and will not, therefore, admit of fhort leafes— 


‘ With us a farm is always left by the retreating tenant im the 
moft impoverifhed ftate; the drains are choked; the ditches and 
fences deftroyed, the land exhaufted and overrun with weeds; the 
houfe and offices fallen, or greatly out of repair, fo that the farm is 
in reality of lefs value from five to ten fhillings an acre than it was 
a few years before. Capital and application with high rent can 
here do but little for fome years. Short leafes in the prefent fitua- 
tion of Ireland are not calculated to ferve landlord or tenant, where 
there is fo much unreclaimed land, and fo indifferent a fyftem of 
tillage.’ P. 51, ; 


There are fome grounds, it feems, in Aghabce, that claim 
exemption from tithes; and thither all the ewes in the parith 


are brought to yean. The tithes, this author avers, are very 
moderate, 
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moderate, and ‘the re€tor fcarcely ever receives more than 
half of what he is legally entitled to. This we fully belitve; 
but we apprehend the ground.on which the Irith objeét,. and 
ever will object to tithes, is becaufe they are paid for the 
fupport of a religion which is not that of the majority of 
' the inhabitants. nae 5 

The implements of hufbandry, made by the inhabitants, 
are yery, imperfect; and they have the averfion to improve- 
ments, which is always felt by a half civilifed people. Of 
the ftock of induftry in the parifh, the author however {peaks 
; and, on the whole, we confider this firft attempt 


favourabl Y : 


(for as a firft attempt only it is given) as deferving great praife 
for the information jt conveys, and the candour with which it 
is written. , 

A ftatiftical account of all Ireland would be a great ftep to- 
wards its improvement: byt the political face of the country 
muft exhibit a different ternper, and the difcontents of an ex- 
afperated people mult be calmed, before the enlightened ftatef- 
man can execute projects of peaceful benevolence. 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


POLITICAL. 


Odfervations ou Mr. Belfham’s Memoirs of the Reign of George the 
Third. By Major Fohn Scott. 8vo, 25. 6d. Owen. 1796, 


MAe8 Scott, the warm partifan of Mr. Haftings, has not yet 

“& done with Mr. Belfham, The angry pamphlet which he pub- 
lifhed during the trial was withdrawn, he tells us, in two days’ time, 
from an idea of the impropriety of canvaffing the fubjeét at fuch a 
junture. Finding, he fays, that Mr. Belfham, in a fecond edition of 
his Memoirs, has not correéted the errors he had pointed out (and 
in truth it muft be confeffed that the hiftorian has fhown a provok- 
ing unconcern with regard to the acculations-of his eager adver; 
fary) he has proved, in the pamphlet before us, that Mr. Belhiam has 
not only grufsly calumniated his countrymen, but that he has endeavour- 
ed 10 caft a fligma upon Great Britain, which, upon a cool examina= 
tion, fhe will be found not to deferve. ‘She character of lord Clive, 
as well as that of Mr. Haftings, is taken under the prote¢tion of 
major Scott. The rice famine in 1770, the affair of the Rohillas, 
and of Mahommed Rezin Cawn, the putting up the lands of the 
Zemindars to the higheft bidder, the plundering of the Rannee at 
Bidjygur, are fome of the chief articles in which he endeavours to 

rove Mr. Belfham has either mifreprefented or miftaken the facts. 
We believe thofe who read with moft pleafure Mr. Belfhami’s hif- 


tory, will acknowledge that his omiffiost of ‘authorities takes from 
the 














Montury Catarocus. 45% 


the weight of it; and that, in the affair of Mr. Haftings, he has 
been rather ‘too apt'to adopt the declamatory language of his accu- 
fers. It is likewife true, that to underftand thoroughty. the com- 
plicated affairs of India, requires a great deal of local, knowledge, 
or very deep inveftigation ; it may therefore be further allowed, 
that Mr. Belfham, or any man, writing in England and ufing do- 
cuments which he muft take in fome meafure.upon truft, may 
eafily fall inte fome miftakes, of which advantage may be taken; 
but thofe, if he has written, with judgment and impartiality, will 
not often affeét the general view of the fubjeét. Major Scott feems 
to have an idea in which we cannot join him, that it does not be- 
come an Englifhman to throw any imputation of injuftice on his 
country. On the'contrary, if our country is unjuft and oppreffive, 
the only way in which individuals can exculpate themfelves from 
a fhare in it, is by protefting againft the oppreffion in every way 
which agrees with their talents and fituation. Major Scott is very 
angry with Mr. Belfham for faying that any territorial revenue 
drawn from India to Britain is an accurfed thing. 


¢ It may be fo. But unlefs Mr. Belfham can alter the nature of 
things, as they exifted from the creation of the werld to this time, 
and as they will exift until the world fhall be no more, every king- 
dom holding foreign dependencies, will naturally draw all the ad- 
vantages they can from thofe dependencies. ‘The emperor Acbar, 
after defraying the expences of ‘his government in Bengal, ordered 
all the furplus, revenues to be remitted to the royal treafury at 
Dehly, and fo did every fucceeding emperor, until their, power 
was totally deftroyed : that was an accurfed thing, The fovereigns 
of Auftria drew into Germany the furplus revenues of the Low 
Countries, until France lately wrefted the Netherlands from them : 
that was an accurfed thing. France does the fame now, and will 
continue fo to do, if on the reftoration of peace fhe retains thofe 
countries : that will be an accurfed thing alfo. 

‘ Great Britain has expended upon the Welt Indies. more money, 
according to Dr. Prieftley, than would make a garden of every 
uncultivated acre in England: that was not only an accurfed, but 
a very unfortunate thing alfo, We threw away one hundred mil- 
lions on the American war; but the objet was to draw a revenue 
and wealth to Great Britain, ‘True it is, we were difappointed ; 
yet we acted upon the principle that every nation ever has acted, 
and ever will a@, ‘Pp. 35. 


Mr. Belfham’s anfwer will probably be, ‘It is very true, they 
are‘all accurfed things :' kings are unjuft, nations are alfo unjutt, 
and would be ftill more: fo if, from ‘time to time, the feeling burft 
of indignation, or the:awful anathema of hiftory, did not recall the 
- native fenfe of right‘and wrong, and fhow that there is one reward 

at leaft, that of public opinion, which will not follow conduct - 
as 
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has no higher motive or no other rule than mere felfith aggrandi/e. 
ment, whether in an individual, or in a corporate capacity. 


Authentic Memoirs of the Life and Reign of Catherine Il. Emprefs — 
of all the Rufias.°°Collefed from authentic MS's. Tranflations, 
Ec. of the King of Sweden, Right Hon. Lord Mountmorres, Lord 
Malmefeury, M. de Volney, and ather indifputable Authorities, 
 Embellified with an elegant Frontifpiece. 12m0. 35. 64. Seande. 
Crofby. 1797. 

When the death of the imperial Catherine was announced, we 
expected that fome--hafty compilations would be obtruded on the 
world, as faithful memoirs of her life. « Such a produétion we have 
now before us. . The compiler obferves in his Preface, that the 
authenticity of all that is mentioned is certainly the preateft recom- 
mendation which the work can have; and the fources from whence 
the accounts flow, ave (leave).no room to doubt their veracity,’ 
But we have no reafon to believe that the werk poffeffes that re- 
commendation, or that it flows from the pureft fources. It ap- 
pears to be principally a collection of extracts from’ periodical 
prints; and the dook-maker has executed his tafk with fo little fkill 
‘or judgment, that we dé ‘not hefitate fo pronounce this performance 


unworthy of public encouragement. 


4 General Addre/s to the. Reprefentatives of Great Britain, on im- 
portant National Subjed&s, agitating at the prefent Period. By 
an Eledtor,.M. A... $v... 315, 6d... Stockdale, 1797, 

The only thing worth notice in _this publication, is a -tale, 
which, if true, deferves the inveftigation of the legiflature— 

-* Two female fervants, of a gentleman in the néighbourhood of 
Goodman’s-ftelds, ‘were alarmed, about one o'clock in the morning, 
by a naked man Knocking at the window, and begging, for’pity’s 
fake, that'they would fend for a watch-mar to take’ him to the 
watch-houfe: ‘They’ affumed courage, called-upi their ' fellow-fet- 
vants, who admitted*the man, and fetched a watchman, that-con- 
veyed him to Whitechapel night-houfe. In due time he was taken 
to Lambeth ftreet .police office, where (the prefent Bafle) Mr. 
Wickhantthen tefided, to whom he reiated the following circum= 
{tances : 

* That, being a ftranger in towa, he was walking through Fen- 
church-ftreet, in a carter’s frock, when a perfon accofted’ him, 
{tating that he wanted a porter, and that the countryman might as 
well get a fhilling as another.—In confequence of this application 
he carried a parcel toa cellar im the neighbourhood: of Eaft Smith- 
field, where, when he ‘entéred with his prefumed*employery fome 
men were fitting, who afked him to’ drink, while he was ‘waiting 
for his money, and détained him fome time: after his receiving it, 


under various pretences. When at Jength he appeared refolule:in 
departing, 
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departing, they informed him that he was enlifted for the India 
company’s fervice, foon over-came every refiftance he made, forced 
him into a back room, and thfeatened to gag him, if he ceafed not 
his cries. At night they ftripped-him, and confined. him with an- 
other recruit, from whom he learned: that a few. mornings previous, 
a coach full of fuch levies had beeh conveyed to Chatham. Such 
information ftimulated him to exert his every effort to effeé his ef- 
cape, and the next night being confined in a barricadoed garret, 
under whofe window there was a pent-houfe, at 17 feet fall, and 
finding that he could get his head through the:grating, after pulling 
off his fhirt, with the grazing of his breaft and fhoulders, and 
ftraining his ancles, he delivered himfelf from his prifon, and fur- 
rendered himfelf to juftice. 

‘ Fired with honeft indignation, Mr. Wickham collected his of- 
ficers, perfonally vifited this crimping houfe, found it far removed 
from a thoroughfare, ironed hike a dungeon, and fpiked likea pri- 
fon, feized its contrafing crew and wretched inhabitants, and 
brought all under cuftody to the police office. Long and intticate 
was his inveftigation, for the offenders had long been habituated to 
this practice, were dextrous mapeeuverers, acted by the advice of a 
Jew attorney, (brother 'to the receiver general,) who attended with 
the company’s aét in hand, was He verfed with its favouring 
claufes, and {killed in quibble and evafion. But the man’s tale 
was clear as the blaze of noon. It was fully afcertained that 
there was a regular fyftem of entrapping the unwary, arid of con- 
fining them in this jail, till they were conveyed by coaches to Chat- 
ham, where a Gale * officiated: as. magiftrate, and an Edwards as 
clerk. What Englifh laws could give to humanity, Mr. Wickham 
afforded, and much was he hurt that he could not be juft “ beyond 
the letter of the law.” Several crimping .contractors have magi+ 
{trates committed, more would they have committed, if the poor 
deluded wretches could have found.a houfekeeper to have been 
bound with them for the profecution of their deceivers.’ _P. 60. 


We know not which -is the greater reflection on the country, 
the permitting of a commercial company to recruit in this horrid 
manner, or the’defeét in our laws which preferves the kidnapper 
from punifhment, on account of the poverty of the man whom he 
has oppreffed. 


Stridures on Mr.. Burke's Two Letters; addrefed toa Member of 
the prefent, Parliament, Part the Firft.. Svo, 15. 64. Ree 
binfons. 1796.- bagel tae ‘hig! 

Entertaining the-opimion that Mr. Burke’s late writings are hof- 
tile to the general happine(s: of mankind, and particularly to. the 
welfare and peacevof this country, it is with pleafure that we ob» 
_ _* * Sentenced to eightegn months imprifonment tor perfonating --—; Roe» 
tinfon, efi. magiftsate for Surrey, and adminiftering oaths, as fuch, et 
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ferve him purfued by a hoft of writers who, perhaps with lefs 
{plendid talents, are yet perfectly competent to the tafk of deteét= 
ing his fophiftries, and preventing their operation, in a confiderable 
degree, upon ithe public mind, ,. Among thofe who have. anfwered 
his Two Letters..on a Regicide,Peace, the prefent,author js diftin- 
guifhed by. neatnefs of .expreffion, and. precifion of argument. He 
follows. his antagonift through all his mazes,. points, out his glaring 
inconfiftencies, and expofes to. the heedlefs andthe ignorant, the 
nakednefs and deformity of the idolthey haye worfhipped. 

In this ‘ fr part,’ the author examines, fome of. thofe ftrange 
pofitions and affertions, which have moft generally drawn the at- 
tention of the public, but which having been. alfo, commented upon 
and refuted by others, we fhall fubmit, asa fpecimen of the au- 
thor’s ftyle and manner, his concluding tefle@tions on the character 
and conduct of Mr. Burke, in which the reader will, find fome 
thoughts that are original, and others that are difplayed in a new 
Sight. 

‘ To prevent this. defirable object, ‘an object sequally neceffary 
to, and equally fought for by both countries, is the foleand avow- 
ed purpofe of Mr. Burke’s letters. An. yunauthonized individual, 
and confefledly againft the withes both of the government and the 
people, he has audacioufly attempted to interpofe an infuperable 
barrier to ali reconciliation. With a‘rude and: unhallowed,.voice, 
he has brokén in upon thofe deliberations, on 'thée:gefult of which 
depends the deftiny of his country;and perhaps of Europe. Hope- 
lefs of inculcating upor others his fanguinary and, outrageous pur- 
pofe, he comes forward himfelf to carry it into execution. .. Well 
apprized, that a nation can feel only through ‘the individuals that 
compofe it, he inceflantly labours on the one hand to exafperate 
the French government, and the French nation, by every indignity 
that language can convey, and on the other, to inftigate :his coun- 
trymen to eternal hatred, and eternal war. The very title of his 
book, and the appellation of the * Regicide Diretory,”’ inceflantly 
applied to the executive government of France,, are.a fufficient in- 
dication of his malicious purpofe. But inorder to fecure his end 
by a perfonal infult, he has. directed the full current of his fury 
againft Carnot, the very member. of the directory with whom it 
was fuppofed the intended negotiation would take place,,’ Not for- 

tting, that the refentment of powerful nations. has; been excited 
$y indignitiés committed by individual fubjeé&ts on each. other, he 
takes upon-himfelf, as far as his. powers will-permit, the refponfibi- 
lity of the fafety and happinefs of millions, and involves in the 
corifequences of his caprice, even thofe who deteft his feracity. 

. * It is wonderfully; and no doubt wifely. directed. by the author 
of nature, that from the fame foil and climate.from which fome 
plants draw théir healthful and nutritive juices, others collect.a poi- 
fon the moft deftructive to the human race. It would feem too as. 


if the hurnan character difplayed a fimilar diverfity, and ‘that fome 
were 
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were intended by a natural reétitude and. benevolence of difpofition’ 
to felect from furrounding circumitances, ¢aufes of peace, charity, 
and good will, whilft others can deduce from the fame circumftan- 
ces, only the motives of hatred, envy, jealoufy, and deftruftion. 
Wherever the latter difpofition appears, there‘is no proceeding fo 
open and generous, no tranfaétion fo honeft, no purpofe fo virtuous, 
as not to afford food for its malignity. With whatever it comes in 
contact, it appropriates it by a kind of chemical affinity, ‘to its own 
nature ; and if it does ‘hot find, creates in every thing around it, 
gall and bitternefs. I fhall not prefs on thy reader the application 
of thefe remarks; but I confefs, it has always appeared to me ex- 
traordinary, that the fame man who perfevered during a long courfe 
of years, in inftigating the people of America to refiftance againitt 
this country, and by meafures which in thefe days would infaltibly 
have brought him to the bar of a criminal court, encouraged them 
to the defence of their independence, fhould, when.a fimilar cir- 
cumftance; occurred i in France, and when there was every reafon to 
prefume this great ‘and defirable event might be accomplithed 
without contention and without bloodfhed, have excited a general, 
outcty againft the attempt. That:the cafe of America and. France 
aré exactly fimilar, will not indeed be pretended ; but the difference 
between them’ was-fuch, as upon all reafonable grounds, fheuld 
have redoubled the energies'of his mind in favour.of the latter, If 
the actuating principle of Mr. Burke, had been a generous. and 
d'finterefted love of liberty, it is not,poffible that he fhould have. 
beheld the rifing efforts of the people of France, with the obliguity. 
of jealoufy, or the frown of -hoffility ; nay, it is not poffible that 
he fhould not have felt. that prepoffeflion i in their favour, that foli- 
citude for their faccefs, which in the early part of the revolution, 
agitated the bofoms of thofe who had been his aflociates in the 
cafe of freedom. But, when the moment of, decifion arrived, 


“ *Twas then, O thame! O trnft how ill repaid 1” 


he with a perverfity, without precedent in. the annals.of apoftacy, 
feized the operative moment to pour his. drug into the healthful 
mafs, and it curdled into poifon.. From that inftant, his exertions 
to prolong, ard by all,poffible methods to ificreafe the calamities of 
the war which he had excited, have been unremitting and fuccefs- 
ful, and left fome..more fdttunate combination of circumftances, 
fing’ returning gleam of human commiferation for human fuffer-, 
ings, flrould lead the contending parties to liften to the voice of ree 
Conciliation, he feduloufly collects the ingredients of difcord from 
every pafling tranfaction, and hoards up the phial of his vengeance, 
till the moment whem it is moft likely-to produce its effect. Ar- 
dent and impaffioned:in. the caufe of freedom in America, whilft 
the affertion of that freedom led-to contention and to blood ; equally 
impaflioned againft the liberties of France, aud prolonging by every 
means in his power, the duration of the war, his character acquires 
a de- 
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a degree of confiftency which his opponents have unjuftly refufed 
fo.his pretenfions. ros ‘Tyriusve, it is not the caufe, that iriterefts 
him—Alternately the advocate of liberty or defpotifm, juft as his 
fupport or his oppofition miay ferve to keep.alive the flames of dif- 
cord, heaéts up to the conftitution of his nature, and in the econo- 
my of the ioral world, performs an unwelcome, but perhaps an 
inevitable part.” P. 73. 


Although Mr. Burke’s publication has paffed the meridian of. its 
exiftence, the prefent author may purfue his plan with advantage 
to the public, 


Hiffory of the Confpiracy of Maximilian Robefpierre. Tranflated 
from the French of Monfr. ve Sve. 45. Boards. rs separ 

1796. 

A life of Robefpierre, written with impartiality, and developing 
the caufes of his rife to the height of power which gave him the 
means of being fo great a curfe to human nature, would be a va- 
Inable work, and might be ufeful in deterring the fons of ambition 
from entering into fo mad a career. But to write fuch a life, re- 
quires great talents and great integrity. The horror which we 
conceive at the atrocious crimes of this demagogue, needs not be 
heightened by declamation ; and it requires rather a pen to foften 
down than to heighten them 3 to. mix together light and fhade in 
fuch a manner, that whilft we retain our indfgnation “at the cfuel- 
ties of the hero, we may ftill fee that there was fomiething in the 
man to palliate the implicit obedience of a large nation to a perfon 
without any pretenfions from birth or fortune to refpeét. The 
work before us is, on this head, entirely deticient.. The confpiracy 
of Catiline is read with pleafure; and the ftyle of Salluft is recurred 
to with continual approbation, A greater theme is prefented in 
Robefpierre tothe hiftorian ; for his confpiracy was for a time fuc- 
cefsful. ' But no advantage is taken of this circumftanceé by our 
author. He prefents to usa coarfe picture. The colours are faid 
on without difcretion. Robefpierre is reprefented from his birth to 
his grave, as devoid of every femblance of virtue; and not one 
quality is given to him to bring him forward in any faciety. With 
the circumftances of the ftory here related, ali are well acquainted ; 
and ‘inftead of a hiftory of the confpitacy of Robefpierre, the work 
fhould have been entitled a declamation againft Robefpierre and his 
affociates.. 


An Impartial Fournal of a Detabhannt from the Reside of Foot 

Guards, commencing 25th February, 1793 and ending oth May, 
1795. By Robert Brown, Corporal in the Cokdfream Guards, 
THuftrated with a Map of thé Seat of War. 8v0. 55. Ode 
Jewed. Stockdale. 1796. 


This work. confifts of a aries of memorandums, which corporal 
. -Browr 
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Brown appears to. have made from the time of the embarkation of 
the troops at Greenwich, to their relanding at the fame place,’ aftet 
the difattrous: campaign of 1794. He is of opinion that. as there 
is a fecret pleafure in-contemplating: paft {cenes of danger and dia 
ftrefs, when the mind is at reft and iquict, this fmall watt may be 
acceptable.to, many of -thofe who thared in the troubles:therein de- 
-feribed, as it, will, bring: to;their remembrance a aucibeegt incidents 
which they had prohably: forgot,’); Pe Ve 

Diaries-of this, kind no, doubt have their ufe, and” the author has 
probably, malintodied the kind of perfons who will be moft interefted, 
bis fellow. foldiers;. To othersiit may contribute fome information, 
and afcertain the more minute occurrences which are funk in the 
compofition.of hiftory. He confines himfelf ftriétly to matters of 
fact, aid ‘feldom, indulges iti reflections, thotigh we are hot forry 
to thet with the followiig— 


«Whatever. eon, may be inthe hearts of the rulers of nations 
or conduétors. of war gainit each other, there feems to be Yittle 
animofi ty ‘between fai ividuals of the different armies. Since the 
17th (July 1794) the advanced pots of the French army have 
been ‘itabiithed on oné fide of the river Neéethé, and ours bft the 
other ; the river is abbut thirty or forty paces wide ; thie ¢armon are 
planted ort Hi fides ready for attack or defence ; yet the then walk 
about, or cartle fsly lay” (tie) on the batik on each fide, and fre- 
guently’ Converfe with’ éach other: Several of the’ Fréneh Rave 
{tript and fwam.over-to our men, bringing with theny gin ahd orher 
liquors, aiid after dridking with eaeh other with the utmolt frank» 
nefsand eordiality, fwim’ back again to their pofts: 

‘ This familiarity we however, fiviétly forbidden as foon as 
known. - 

¢ What refleding mind but shuft latent, the fatal euftom, -ne- 
ceflity, of other Caufes; that urge men, not-only without rémorfe, 
but with an.ardent zeal to deftroy each other; between wliom no 

cdufe of complaint ever exifted, but ortly to fatiate tlie ambition, 
avarice, or revenge of a few individuals.’ P. 180. 


It is but feldérm, however, that our author fteps Out of the ranks 
to indulge i remarks Hike thefe. “The conclifion is perfeétly con- 
fiftent “sip the fimplicity. of cents Which a fubaltern thay be 
fuppofed to poltefs, 

‘ Thus ended our exbedition, which, though unfuccefsful in the 
énd, ail the nation will be ready to allow was not owing either to a 
want of courage or condu in the officers or men engaged in it, 
but to a. number of events which could neither b? forefeen or pre- 
vented ; fuch, as the extraordinary. exertions of the-enemy, fuch, 
indeed, as neither they not dny other nation could corit.nue for any 
confiderable time, ‘lhe freezing of thé Waal, which does not hap- 
pen to fuch a degree perhaps once in a century; and at the fame 

Cait. Rey. Vor. XIX. April, 1797. I j tine 
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time the ‘raging ficknefs which prevailed, reduced.our army to lef 


than half its former number. 
* Under all thefe circumftances, it is rather to be wondered at 


that we effected fuch a fafe retreat, efpecially through a country, 
whofe inhabitants, as far as they durft avow themfelves, were as 
much, or more our enemies, than the French.’ p..276. 

- ‘We cannot but be furprifed to learn that the articles of apparel 
furnifhed by the benevolence of this country in the years’'1793—4, 
were not giveh gratis to the foldiers. ‘They paid 2s. for a pair of 
blue cloth trowfers, and, it ‘would appear; in proportion’ for the 
other articles, although the sia does not = down any other 


prices. 
A Short Defenee,of the prefent Men and prefent Meofures, with oc 


* cafional Stri@ures on fome recent Publications of Democratic No- 

toriety. Jn. a Letter to a@ Friend in the Countr ry 5 including 
Thoughts on War, Expences, Taxes, France, Negociation, Emi- 

gration, Spain, Invafion, Fe. By P, Kennedy. Sv, 15, Od. 

Rivingtons, 1797. bide. 

¢ I know it is difficult to obtain a patient reading at_a period 
over-run with {cribblers, as, A.gypt was with, flies and locufts.— 
For, as an excellent author obferved—that. worft..vermin of {mall 
authors has given the world fuch a furfeit, that imftead of defiring 
to write, a man would be more inclined to with, for his own eale, 
that he could not read.’ Ps 20. 

We fincerely lament that the author had the misfortune to b© 
fent to fchool, and thus to increafe the number of what he call$ 
* that worft vermin of finall- authors.’ 


Conciliation ; or, Confiderations on the Origin and Termination of 
the prefent War. With an Appendix, containing Remarks on Mr. 
Erfhine’s “ View of the Caufes and Confequentes of the prefent 

~ War.” By Hewling Lujon, of Sheernefs. Svo. 25. sae 1797. 


The intent of this Ww rs is— 
_. © tft, To exculpate the Britith, government and nation from the 
foul imputation of unjuaftly provoking a war, into which they were 


reluctantly compelled to engage. 

’ 6 adly, To point out the impolicy of receiving M. Chauvelin 
as ambaffador from the republic of France, in the beginning of the 
year 1793; and to ‘vindicate the firicerity of adminiftration in the 
mre negotiation for‘peace. 

‘ 3dly, ‘To recommend the immediate termination of this de- 
ftruétive war by.a general peace, on the bafis of ‘compenfation, 
which has Ween admitted by the governments of France and Britain 
to be juft, arid to render this peace permanent and fecure by a firm 
alliance between the French and Britifh nations and governments.” 


P. 44. 
On 
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On thefe points the author goes over the common, ground. of 
french events, tells us iothing new about them, and his reflections. 
are in general common-place. ,The.third.part of his fubjeét is bett 
treated, and what,he fays of natural enmity deferves confideration— 


* The aggregate mats: which is: called the people,»whether in 
France or in Zingland (which are undoubtedly the moftenlightened 
nations inthe ,»world) have neither opportunity nor inglivation) af 
they all pofleffed.ability, to form juft or liberal ideas of the character: 
of other nations 5 they. are therefore always ready-and: willing to. 
believe whatas.told them by..thofe whom they kuow to have more 
leifure and better means.of.,information than themfelves.....\ : 

‘ Englifhmen and Frenchmen have, ever {ince the Norman con- 
queft, been told«they are natural enemies.’: This grofs libel on’ nat 
ture they Haveialways confideréd as an article ‘of their political» 
creed; and have very confcientioufly, and willingly, followed! their. 
leaders t6 cut each other’s throats, for the glory of; theix\refpective: 
kings and countries ; and to revenge themfelves ob theirs naturak: 
enemies,” though all the time without any “ mali¢eot hatred im 
their hearts,”’ except whaet:their wife and -righteous * govemnofs, 
teachers, political paftors, and rete might ‘ge aha iteone 
venient to infil into them.» vis 

Tf twe tumierbite ‘arthies of thefe navushlvanhien Ghiould,. veven 
at this moment, when the national animofity created by ambition, 
nurfed by prejudice,'and ftrengthened ‘by-a long’ reciprocation jof 
injuries, has attained its higheft pitch, be'eagerly; waiting: the dreade 
ful event of battle ; and if the meditated flaughter fhould be ,fid- 
denly sand unexpettediy fufpended by the happy: udings ef peace, 
would not the joyful acclamations of either holt aflert: the rights of 
injured mature? Her children, liberated from the,ernek tyranny. of 
human reftrictions, .and-abiolved from tlie’ ftern carpmands, of ho- 
nour, would obey herawful voice, and embrace.as brethren. ; 

‘ A natural enemy) is a moniter” which the ‘world “ ager 
faw,” and national mare is the creature of peer delution.’ 
Pr. 69. ! 


An Hiftorical Effay on‘ the Principles of Political Affsad tone in a 
State: chiefly deduced from the French, Englifh,.and Fewih 
Hiftories : sith an Application of thofe Principles } ina compara- 
tive View of ‘the Affeciations of the Year 1792, and that receitly" 
inflituted by the Whig | Club. By the Rev. ohn. Brand, M.'A. 
Sve. 25. Od. Longmai, 1796. 


Mr. Brand, obferves, in. his. Introduction, that the attack upon 
Mr. Reeves, was, ultimately, direéted againit the * Aflociations again‘t 
Republicans and Levellers;’ that the oppofition, in_refifting the 
Grenville and Pitt aéts, were led by a kind of political neceffity to 
the accyfation of a man. conneéted with the affociated defenders of 


the conftitution; and that hey embraced this meafure in order to 
[12 deftroy 
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deftroy the weight of the affociations, and even to excite the’ poe 

pulace again them. * Now,’ favs Mr. Brand, ‘ the latter cannot 

act unlefs they be embodied ;’ and he goes on to. prove that the 

Declaration. of the Whig. Club, refpectiag the two adts, was the’ 
pian to embody the people, although he quotes that declaration in 

which it is exprefsly {tated that, ‘ the affociation goes only to the 

fingle point of tie repeal. of thofe laws, and the fyub{cribers. pledge 

themielves only to profecute that folé object by every legat and 
peaceable means,’ Nothiig can be plainer then this; and yet it is 

the obje& of this whole pamphlet to prove that in this affociation 
are the feeds of all the rebellions and revobutions that have taken 
place in the world, from the infurrection of the Jews in the reign 

of Nero, to the convocation of the ftates-general of France. . His: 
chief argument, if it may be called an argument, is,’ thataffocia- 

tions like that of the Whig Club know hot where to ‘top, al- 

though their purpofes may have been originally limited. | This:ob- 

jection cettainly does not apply to Mr. ‘Reeve’s affociation, which’ 
we believe has really ftopt. . 

In order to prove the danger from the Whig affociation, our 
author has brought together examples from the hiftory of all na- 
fions ; and as far as the ufe he has made of thofe prodtices the effect 
of alarm, ‘the confequence muft be the eftablifwment of thefe prin- 
ciples : 

That am 2& of the legiflature, however grievous or opprefiive, 
mult be fubrmitted to, until the legiflature of “itfelf think fit to re~ 


al it. 

Phat any mar agprieved by a law has a right to feel, but not to 
complain, nor to reprefent | his fufferings in fuch a manner as to in- 
duce others to complain. 

_ Fhat, confequently, alt fubfcriptions to petitions for the fevsah 
ef an act of parliament, are dangerous. 

The eftablifhnrent of thefe principles of government is the 
natural and indeed the only refult of Mr. Brand's labours ; and un- 
doubtedly entitle him to the praife of a vigorous fupporter of the 
exifting adminiftration, of whatever kind-ef men it may be com> 


The Whig affociation i¢ compared to that of leré George. Gor- 
don. In.p. 33, the author afks, * Is there no danger to be appre- 
hended from the new affociation, ta which they (the: populace) 
will al! throng to fi.".{cribe, when that of lord George Gordon, 
conftruéted with fo much /&/s ar¥ and preparation, fortied of fo 
much teebler materials, brougtit us to the’ brivtk of ruirr?? 

Again—‘ The object of Mr, Fox’s aflociation is clearly Hmited. 
It is to continae in force until the two atts” of parliament, named 
therein, be repealed; and the fubfcribers, as affociators; are to pir- 
fue no other point. But we have had the’ calamity to fee a very 
vacant and terrijjecxample of the failuse of an engagement, defir~’ 

ed 


‘ 
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ed- with as much precifion as that now held out to us, and which 
was contraéted with a more awful folemnity.’ rp. 60, Here he 
quotes the proceedings of the natjanal afflembly of France, in July 
1792, in favour of the eonftitution. How far there is a probable 
connection between thefe events, ‘we leave to the detefthination of 
our readers,—fatishied, ourfelves, that if Mr. Brand’s s principles are 
true, the * people of this country have nothing to do with the laws 
but to obey them.’ 


Remarks apon. whe Condud of the rofpeRive Governmedits of Great 
Britain and France, in, the, late Negotiations for Peace. Bw. 


1s, .Stockdales 4797. - 


This pamphlet is -written with a neat deal ‘of Spetibutnefs, 
makes:continual appeals to ‘Vattel, parades much ..on civilifed. na- 
tions, and is evidently the.production of one who bas communica. 
tions with the cabinet. . Its comtents may be. gathered from. the laf 
fentence, in which the writer afferts that if- an appeal were made to 
public virtne and national honour en the: es war, the anfwer 
doubtlefs muft. be—~ / 


© That it #'a duty, fom which we cannot rece: to profecute, 

with an unanimity, a vigour,” and‘a .decifion proportioned to the 
importance of the crifis,a° éonteft im its origin ahd*continuance 
equally juft and unavoidable; undertaken with a view only of re- 
pelling ‘the attacks -of aiiprpvaked agatefiten, and prolonged ‘only 
through the ftubbborn pride’and inordinate ambitibn’ of the gbemy.” 
P. 42. 2 

We believe jut as much , of. this fentence, as we do of the 
greater part of the work. The nation is heartily fick of the war; 
and the terms, ftubborn pride and, inordinate ambition,’ are twhetls 
of courfe, to which the writer moft probably did not ‘give’ hionfelf 
the trouble to annex apy precife idews. 


An Expoftion of the: Pr iniciphes of, whe Englift Jaccbinn; with Siva ice 
tures on the, Political: Conduct ¢f Charles Fames Fox, William 
Pitt,-aad ‘Edmund Burke: including Remarks .on,the. Refignaticn 
of George W ‘afhingion. By R. Dinmore. Svo. is. Jordan. 
17979) 25 " 

Whatever be-the merits: or detrierits of what is caked gacobinifm; 
at is atleatt our duty, before we form any opinion upon the fubjeét, 
to give a calm and ‘difpafhonate attertiqnu to the {tascments on both 
fides of -thequettion. | The «misfortune. is, that 4 party contentions 
few perfons*are Capable of \preferving that equanimity fo effentiat 
to the candid: detail of faéts,: and the dediGion of* fair and liberal 
conclufions. ©: Inthe» prefentyfirupgle -hetween the new and ‘old 
{yftems, the, charge vofintemperance has been reiterated by the 
advocates of each againft thear sefpective opponents: and it nuit 
ea nasa that both parties have given toomuchoccafion for-the 
liz reproach 
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reproach. THE author’ before us adopts, withotit the leaft heft. 
tion, the name’ by which’ the advocates of thing's as they are have 
‘endeavoured to ftigmatife the reformers of the day ; ; calls himfelf a 
Norwich jacobin, and proceeds to ftate what the opinions and prin- 
‘ciples of th ¢ Norwich ‘jacobins ‘are. “Many of thefe principles a 
part of our readers may not be inclined té adopt’ in their full ex- 
‘tent: but-at any rate they will be admitted to affume a very differ- 
ent complexion i in the prefent picture, from that ‘With which they 
shave been painted in. the caricatures of Mr. Burke and his {chool. 
The author rightly confiders the doétrine of ‘ equality,’ as that 
which it is of moft importance not to have mifunderftood; and he 
repels, with indignation, the charge of ‘ a defire forcibly to equa- 
life property ;’ but he affirms ‘ that the Yaws aught to havea ten- 
dency’ to fuch equalifation; becaufe ‘ immenfe wealth: in the few 
roduces correfponding mifery in the many. But this fhould fim- 
ply be a tendency : there fhould be no force ufed: every man is 
equally with them’ (the jacobins) ‘ entitled to the profits of his own 
induftry, and to the difpofal of it.’ 
The collateral fubjects announced in the title-page are conneét- 
ed with'the’ main argument in an eafy and natural way ; and the 
characters, on the whole, are drawn with qpuite as ‘much candour 


as could’ be expected. 


PO Bor? Cc AL 


Zhe Rural Lyre; a Folume of Poems : dedicated to the Righs 
Honourable’ the Earl of Briftol, Lord Bifhop of Derr ry. By Aan 
Yearfley. to. 105. 62. Boards. Robinfons. 1796. 


The charaéter which Strada gives to Lucan, may with ftri@ pro- 
priety be applied to Mrs. Yearfley : Ingeniuin e1 effe oppido mag- 
num, fed contumacius quam utarte regi poffet ; dictionem, animo- 
fam et ingenio parem, at inamoenam tragiceque feralem.’ “This 
volumé (which is handfomely printed, and decorated with a fronti- 
fpiece) confifts of twenty-four poems. The fentiments and ima- 
gery are, forthe greater part, bold and poetical, the language uni- 
jormly original and energetic ; but the very great abruptnefs of the 
tranfitions occafions a frequent obfcurity, The poems, indeed, feem 
to want a regular combination of thought ; and although the reader 
may admire the whole of fome of them,’he will perhaps.find no one 
which he'can approve as a whole, ‘The ‘ Retnonftrance in the 
Platonic Shade flourifhing on an Height’ is rather obfcure. Of the 
remainder, wé admire ‘ Brutus, a fragment,’ the leaft; and the 
Letters, * in the ftyle of the fimplicity of the antients,’ “from page 
47 to page 66, the * Addrefs to Friendfhip,’ the * Ruftic’s Avowal 
of Faith,’ and the ¢ Captive Linhet,’ the moft highly, We pre- 
fent our readers with the cage He tender lines from the poem 
laft petnened— “Ges 

: -* Mycias! 
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* Mycias! behold this bird! fee, how fhie tires ! 
Breaks her foft plumes, and ipeings again{t the wires! | 
Her haunt fhe well remembers : every morn 

Her fweet note warbled from the blowing thorn — 
That hangs o’er yon cool wave ; re[ponfes clear 
Her fifters gave, and {prang thro’ upper air. 

E’en now (by habit gentler made) at eve, 

A time when men their green dominions leave, 
They fit, and call her near her fav’rite fpray, 
Meet no reply, and penfive wing their way. 

This wound in friendfhip dear affections heal : 
Their young require them : to their nefts they fteal. 
Perhaps, dear Mycias | ! this poor mourner’s breaft 
Was yefternight on her weak offspring preft !— 

The down fcarce breaking on their tender fkin, 
Their eyes yet clos’d, their Bodies ‘cold and thin. 
Where are they now, {weet captive ? Who'll befriend 
Thy mourning children, as the ftorms defcend ? 
The winds are bleak, thy mofly cradle’s torn, 
Hark ! they lament thee, hungry and forlorn ! 
Each fhiv’ring brother round his fifter creeps, 
Deep in the neft thy little daughter fleeps. 

Again the blaft, that tears the oak, comes on : 
Thy rocking houfe, thy family are gone?’ Pp. 88. 


Mrs. Yearfley’s dedication concludes with a difcuffion on equality, 
in which fhe appears to confound natural with artificial inequality. 
The inequalities of nature, whether mountains or geniufes, are 
good and ufeful; the inequalities of fociety are evil in themfelves, 
and to be juftified only as being neceffary evils. ‘ Unerring nature 
produces at one moment the eagle and the bat.’ True! But does 
Mrs. Yearfley infer from thence, that fociety acts unerringly, when 
it blindfolds the eagle and makes the bat his guide ? 

Mrs. Yearfley, by a combination of fortunate circumftances, has 
‘deen prevented from wafting * der {weetnefs on the defert air,’ and 
has been tranfplanted into a lefs ungenial foil. The public, aswell 
as herfelf, have reafon to rejoice. But how many, how. very many, 
muft there have been, whofe natural powers were equale--but 

Chill penury repreft their noble rage, 
_ And froze the genial current of the foul, 

Mrs. Yearfley might have acknowledged, not without fighs, the 
peceflity of fach a fiate of fociety; but furely Ze fhould not have 
gaulted in it. Dedications to great people are dangerous things. 
Woman, beloved by genius, 

‘ Know thine own worth, and reverence the lyre!’ 
1i4 RELI- 
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fn Attempt to account for the Infidelity of the late Edward Gibbon, 

#/7- Sounded on his oton Meméirs, publified by Fohn Lord Sheffield; 

with RefleAions on ‘the beft Means of checking the prefent alarming 

Progrefs of Sceptici{m and Irreligion : including an Account of 

the eave f fon and Death of the Right Hon. Serse Lord Lyttle- 

ton. By Fohn Evans, A.-M. Boa. : 15, Longman, 
3797+ 

The writings of Mr. Gibbon are a fund, from which the advo~ 
cates for chriftiapity may derive great advantages. If we take his 
hiftory into our. hands, we may eafily faow the remarkable coinci- 
dence between the facts which he has related as an hiftorian, and 
she prophecies of them by the facred writers: his fneers againft re- 
ligion may, in general, be fhown to bear upon its corruptions, not 
upon chriftianity ; and where he reajly does attack revejation, which 
is.very feldom when compared with his reiterated affaults ‘on bigotry 
and. fuperftition, the: reafon of his mifconceptions may de eafily 
drawn from his own Memoirs. The latter part is taken up by the 
author of this pamphlet; and if he had confined’ himfelf entirely 
to this fubject, My work would have been more ufeful and inter- 
efting. 

Mr, Gibbon. is frequently blamed for fneeripg, ‘ag itvts faid, ‘at 
religion ; and in thjs pamphlet it is afferted that fiych conduct was 
wnneceflary, as he lived in ‘a country wherg.a map,may write and 
{peak as he thipks, without danger of moleftation.’ Now this is by 
no meanstrue. If Mr, Gibbon had.written a ferious attack upon 
chriftianity, he might not indeed have been imprifoned or pillaried ; 
‘but inftead of ‘being refpected by the fathionable world, inftead of 
having his cémpany and acquaintance courted even by bifhops, 
fnftead of ftandin high in fiterary fame, he would have found 
himfelf bereaved of the greater part of his friends, and. mutt have 
Been excltided, from a variety of caufes, from many focieties into 
which he had the ambition to be introduced. Hence Voltaire, 
Hume, Gibbon, and others, have entered into the conteft in the 
manner the leaft dangerous ‘to themfelves, ahd moft likely to pro- 
mote the fuccefs of the cau? which they have undertaken : and 
the true way to oppofe fuch writers, is not to make an outcry about 
religion beitig i in danger, about the increafe of fcepticifm and infi- 
delity, but to fhow clearly that they are at full liberty to attack relie 
gio in what trannef they pleafe, and that all their fheers mutt re, 
dound back*to their own infamy. 

A fneer has been ufed by a prophet of God againft falfe religion ; 
“and we miift hav but a weak opinion’ of Our own cavfe, if we 
think that the true religion can be hurt by it. The fneer will not 
‘be ufed, except when falfehood is notorious, or there’ is’ dang ge fh 
fpeaking the frothy The caules of Mr. Gibbon” S infidelity & 
vei) Sy: get iamilin | tolerably 
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folerably well ftatedq.and the work may be, therefore, ferviceable 
to thofe who have not read the Memoirs; but much better ufe 
might have been made_of the materials; and then the two laff ar- 
ticles, which are not diftinguifbed by avy peculiar merit in novelty 
or compotion, might have been.omitted, 


The Argument in Favor of Chriftianity drawn from the Chara&er 
and Difcourfes oft Chrift.. A Sermon preached at St. Peter's in 
Thanet, on Sunday, September 25, 1796. By Thomas Edwards, 
L.L. D. 4to....15- Faulder. 1796. 


Dr. Edwards is better known in the learned world as one of the 
moft diftinguifhed f{cholars in the univerfity of Cambridge, than as 
a divine; but the mafterly manner in which, in the work before 
us, he has treated a very important topic, is. a proof that ‘he has 
purfued, with the greateft attention, fubjects beft adapted to his pro- 
feflion. Infidels amufe themfelves with. various caprices of fancy 
on our belief in miracles and prophecy : they pretend that the for- 
mer never exifted, and that the latter obtains credit from accidental 
gircumftances, and is not fanétioned by any divine intercourfe, 
Our learned divine meets them upon their own grounds: for the 
moment, hejlays afide all the arguments to be derived from miracles 
and prophecy : he refts his faith upon a fingle point,—the charafter 
and conduct of our Saviour,—and thence proves the divinity af 
his miffion, : 


Tt will be difficult’ (ays he). ¢ for the ingenuity of {cepticifm 
to devife more than -four hvpothefes, which can with the {mallet 
plaufibility be advanced to elucidate the character of Chriit;e=cither 
that he was an epthufiaft : — or that be was a mere teacher of mora- 
lity ;—or that he entertained a remote defign of proclaiming him- 
felf a temporal Mefliah : — or. that he deluded his followers with the 
vifionary profpe& of affording them a fpiritual deliverance. H 
noue of thefe bypothefes fhould be able to maintain their ground, 
will jt got upayoidably follow that Jefus was a divine inftrugtor?’ 
P. 2. 


Each of thefe pofitions is examined with great judgment; and the 
difcourfe is thus folemaly concluded— 


‘ In a concern of the laft importance I would neither w ‘illingly 
be deceived myfelf, nor would | with to deceive others : but in the 
foregaing train of reafoning [ am, not confcious of any flaw. Should 
the validity of it be admitted, it affords a concife and fatisfactory 
proof of the truth of our religion, — adapted to every capacity, ~ 
unembarraffed ‘by the fubtleties of criticifm and the labyrinths of 
learning. May it be attended with the happy influence, which it 
was calculated to produce! Let us prove allthings; but let ts hold 
faft that’ which is good. When upon examination we are convily 
ced of thie divine origin of chrifti: anity, | let us yuaintain the pro- 

feflion 
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feffion of our faith without wavering. Above all, let the confirmha- 
tion of our faith be the improvement of our praétice; that wheh 
Chrift, who is our fhepherd, fhall appear, we may receive a crown 
of glory with this decifive fentence of approbstion, “Well done, 
good and faithful fervanits, enter ye into thé joy of your sr Ml 
Pole 

A difcourfe like the above'is peculiarly well adapted to the pre- 
fent times. Unbelievers triumph in fome little jeft, derived: in 
general from a mifunderftanding of the {criptures; but they ‘have 
never ventured to impeach the moral character of our. Saviour. 
They are not aware of the extent of their conceflions. It is their 
duty to examine the confequences: and we do not fcruple:to affirm, 
that this partial examination of chriftianity will be attended with 
good effects. To us, however, it appears, that the hiftory of our 
Saviour, taken in connection with the preceding and fubfequent 
feriptures, contains a three-fold cord from prophecies, from mira- 
cles, and from his own conduét, which can never be broken. In 
his condyét the prophecies are verified; and fuch prophecies could 
only come from the author of all truth, But let the unbeliever 
bring his ftrong reafons, and fhow us any probable means of form- 
ing {uch a charaéter as our Saviour exhibited to the world, unlefs 
he was, as\he declared himfelf to be, the light of the word. 


Sermons on the Charadter of Chrift. By Fohn Martin, 8vo. 7s. 6d. 
Boards. Martin. 

The particular fubjeéts which Mr. Martin difcuffes in contem- 
plating-the character of Jefus Chrift, are—1. The Prophecies re- 
lating to him—z. His Pre-exiftence—3. His Incarnation—4. The 
Infancy apd Youth of Chrift—s. His Baptifm—6. His Tempta- 
tions—7. His Miracles—8. His Preaching—g. His calling others 
to preach—10. His fententious Sayings—11. His prophetic De- 
clarations— 12. His Sufferings—13. His Refurreétion—-14.. His 
Afcenfion—1 5: His Interceffion for Sinners—16. His fecond 
€oming—17. Chrift the Sum of the facred Scriptures. 

Our ‘readers will perceiye that thefe fubjects are judicioufly 
chofen: and we will add that, taken colleétively, they form a fhort 
but comprehenfive fy{tem of chrittian divinity. With refpeét to 
the compofition, the arrangement will be found to be regular and 
clear; and as to the ftyle, we think it of the middle kind, eafy, 
and for the moft part correct ; feldom very animated or nervous, 


ut often chafle and elegant. 
' The following fhort extra& may ferve as a {pecimen. 


¢ Our Lord taught with /mplicity. 
© His’ appearance was plain, and unadorned with the drefs of any 


peritas office; yet it was not rude, or of illiberal complexion. 
he language which he condefcended to ufe “was unrefined in its 


ftrudture, inharmonious i in its arvangement, and by no means the 
moft 

















467 
moft promifing to be employed int the atts of perfiafion. Yet thofe 
who were fent to apprehend him, returned and. faid, Never man 
ipake like this man! and all bare’ him witnefs, and wondered at the 
gracious words whi ch proceeded out of his mouth. 

‘ If to us, who only read an abridgment of his difcourfés, there 
appears femething fo folemn in his devotions, fo perfpicuous and 
excellent in his inftructions, fo familiar, eafy, and elegant, iu his 
converfations,: and fo pathetic in his expoftulations, what muft his 
difciples Have felt whem they heard him utter his mind in all thefe 
forms, and faw, as well as heard, that he was. full of grace and 
truth! —To whom faid they, by the mouth of Peter, hall. we go? 
Thou haft the words of eternal life. And when he taught daily in 
the temple, though the chief priefts, and the feribes, and the chief 
of the-people fought.to deftroy him, they could not, for the far great. 
er number of the people were very attentive to hear him,’ p. 205. 


Chriftian Knowledge, ina Series of Theological Extraéis and Abridg- 
ments: affedtionately addreffed to Philofophit Deifis, Socinians, 
Chriftians, and Fews. By a Lover of true Philofaphy. Vols I. 
Sw. 6s. Boards. Cadellazd Davies. 1795. 

The compiler of thefe extracts recommends them to the public 
from his own experience of their utility. We fhall give the ac- 
count of this utility in his own words— 


‘ Whatever may generally be thought of this publication alto- 
gether, I truft that fuch as perufe it with ferioufnefs and candour, 
fall, by God’s bleffing, find in it no féeble defence againft the 
fhafts of infidelity, and no inconfiderable ‘confirmation of their 
faith. So may the Almighty, who brings good out of evil, and 
light the more pleafing and the miore ‘powerful for the deep contraft 
of preceding darknefs, difpenfe fome falutary emanations of {piritual 
truth and comfort, by the imperfeét, but well-meant labours, of a 
once {plenetic and unha ppy {ceptic ! To conclude a Preface already 
too long, whilft I fhroud in concealment my fhame of having been 
ever by any evil fallacies, or mifconftruétion of a revelation, which 
to every eye of pure and right perceptions, fhines with more than 
fublunary light, feduced to fall under this defcription, -— may I not. 
hope’ that the additional ftrength and ftedfaftnefs of belief which I 
have acquired by thefe refearches, fhall be communicated to others, 
who, without any former propenfity to miftruft, may feel them- 
{elves awakened and affifted by the ardour and the force of’ thofe. 
Convictions, by which I am now fo deeply impreffed?’ p, xix. 

We rejoice that a {ceptic is by any means, however inadequate 
they may appear to us, brought over from the error of his ways ; 
but we muft candidly confefs that we do not fee much in thefe ex- 
tras, ‘either to affift in converting his former {ceptical. brethren, or 
to confirm a found believer. The attempt to prove the doctrine, of 


| the Trinity from rabbinical comments, and a a on the wild 
fancies 
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fancies of the heathen mythology, which takes up the greater-parg 
of 106 pages, is too grofs for men of jearning, and too abftrufe for 
the uneducated. In the fcriptures, and the fcriptures alone, this ang 
every other religious point, infifted on as articles of faith, muft be 
fought for; and if from thence they cannot be proved to our fatis: 
faction, they muft be given up: but we fhould do the greateft in. 
juftice to divine revelation if we could fuppofe that it ftood in need 
of any fupport from foreign quarters, or the fublimity of its doc- 
trines be improved by Tartarian tales, and fizments of the Hindoos, 


Sermons tranflated from the original French of the late Rev. Fames 
Saurin, Paftor of the French. Church at the Hague. Volume ¥ I, on 
Sacramental Occafious. . By Henry Hunter, D. D..Paftor. of the 
Scots Church, London-W all. Svo..6s. Boards. Dilly... 1796. 


The admirers of Saurin will be glad to add this volume to the 
collection tranflated by Mr. Robinfon. The metits of Dr. Hunter 
are well known as a tranflator; and certainly, if the doArinal were 
the moft valuable parts of his original, -he might juftly claim a pre- 
ference, in tranflating, over his predeceflor, who was well known to 
be very far from adhering to the tenets of Calvinifm. Dr. Hunter 
agrees entirely with Saurin on thefe points: and of-courfe his tranf- 
lation might at firft view be perufed with greater confidence by his 
Calviniftical readers ; but abftraét from thefe points, on which. 
there is room for great latitude of opinion, fo many greater beauties 
are to be found in the compofitions of Saurin, that Dr. Hunter has 
been very ufefully employed in this work, and particularly fo in 
adapting the length of the difcourfes to the convenience of private 
families. . 

The Inanity and Mifchief of vulgar Superftitions, Four Sermons 
preached at All-Saints Church, Huntingdon, by M. ¥. Naylor, 
M. A. Fellow of Queen’s College, Cambridge, and Le@urer at 
the Parife Church of Wakefield, Yorkhhire. To which is added, 
jome Account of the Witches of Warboys. Swe. 25. Od. Rik 


vingtons. 1795. 

Our readers in the metropolis will fcarcely conceive that_the be- 
lef of witches is not rooted out of the minds of their countrymen ; 
but we are forry to obferve that in the fen counties there are ftill 
people fimple and abfurd enough to give way to this ancient fuper- 
itition. A little:more than two hundred years ago, three perfons 
__ were indiéted for witchcraft in Huntinedonfhire, and various ‘ proofs, 

prefumptions, circumftances, and reafons, were at large delivered, | 
until both the judge, juftices, and jury faid openly, that the ‘caufe 
was moft apparent, their confeiénces were well fatisfied, that the 
faid witches were ‘guilty, and had deferved death.’ The © poor 
wretches, an old man and woman, the woman above eighty years 
of age, and their daughter, were ia confequence executed: their 
‘ i Bat : goods, 
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‘oods, which amounted to forty potinds, were forfeited to fir Henry 
Rommel as lord. of the manor of Warboys ; and this fum he 
thade over to the corporation of Huntingdon, on condition that 
they fhould give forty ‘fhillings every year *to a doctor or bachelor 
of divinity of Qreen’s Cellege, Cambridge, to preach a fermon at 
Huntingdon againft the fini of witcheraft, and to teach the people 
how they fhould difcover and -fruftrate the machinations of witches, 
and dealers with evil {pirits.” -\ - 

This donation ftilt fubfifts :. the ferniors' is animtally preached ;, 
but, for the crédit of Quéen’s College and the corporation of Hunt- 
ingdon, the terms are not ftriétly Gomplied with. Of this we have 
an evident’ proof in the*fermrons before us, The paflages in {crip- 
rare, which have’ beén' fathly fappofed to give countenance to a 
belief in witclicraft; are judicioufty examined ; but we fear that weak 

minds will gontintwe to be prejudiced in favour of this belief, as 
long as the various fale tranflations -from the original, ‘made! pro- 
bably in campliance withthe abfurd: notions of James the Firft, 
are allowed to have a place in our common bibles. The falfe ren-- 
dering of the words ¢2:rruy, ekioraneva: by the word * bewitched,” 
when ¢&:craro is tranflated, * evondered,’ is ‘properly noticed by « our 
author. Adts,' viii,—t3. 

We heartily recommend thefe fermons to the enuf of the 
clergy, in thofe parifhes wliere poor unfortunate-old men and wo- 
men are ftill tormented by their neighbours, on the ridiculous pre- 
tence of witchcraft: and the Appendix .deferves attention fron alb 
judges\.and jurymen., There is.no time,when a judge and jury 
fhould .be more upon their guard, than when the. crimes alleged 
againft the prifoner at the bar are-imputed to him either by .po- 
pular clamour, or the vengeance of the ruling party ; but the hif- 
cory of all ages and countries, teaches us, in too many inflances, 
that the balance is then held with the unfleadieft hand, when the 
rongett nerve is required. 


fhe Duty of Chriftians to Jeek the Peace and Wrifare of the Commn- 
nity. A Sermon, preached at Kingfion upon Hull, om the late Pyb~- 
lic Faf, Wednefday, March 8th, 1797) by William Pendered. 
Sv. ts. Johnfon. 1797. 


The author, in his Preface and his notes, profeffes a fear of the 
‘awful court.of reviewers,’and makes.atmoft a promife not to appear” 
again before the public.. On this account we give him leave to 
from our bar with one word only of advice, to recolleft that as a 
preacher he is to meditate upon the {criptures, and to {peak, without 
fear, awful truths to the people. A difcourfe written with a view to 
the awful court of reviewers is not calculated to make any impref- 
fion upon the hearers ; and on a faft day the thoughts of the. whole 
congregation, both preacher and hearers, me be directed to the 
highefi tribunal. 


- 
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The folemn Voice of Public Events confidered in a Difcourfe from 
Zephaniah iti, 6, 7. relative to the Appointment of the late Ges 
neral Faft, on the 8th of March, 1797- . By A. Maclgine, D. D. 

. 4to.. 15, 6d. Cadell azd Davies. 1797. : 


* What does this folemn voice. really teach us? Surely it cone to 
teach every nation to correét.the abufes gradually crept into the con- 
ftitution ; but thefe abufes are not likely to be removed as long as 
preachers think it neceflary to be fo very,abufive of the French, 
and fo little anxious for the teforms which by many perfons are 
loudly called for at home....The common topics are brought for- 
ward in this difcourfe; the French are called modern Amorites, 
their fins are {pecified, their political fins,,chiefly. .The political 
fins of this government, if it has any, are not {ecified : and there 
is a general call to: repentance -for perfonal fins, which the preacher 
may expatiate upon as.much as he pleafes, without giving offence. 
If a preacher is allowed to fpeak of the execution of the French 
king as that of an innocent man, he fhould with equal boldnefs 
arraign the proceedings of our.own government, and, with the free- 
dom of -the celebrated Maflillon-before Louis the Fourteenth, ex: 
pofe the‘fins-of.adminiftration, from which flattery alone can fuppofé. 
it to be exempt. But we cannot approve of this.condué in the 

ulpit., ‘We cannot allow that it is right in a preacher to enter in- 
to a political difcufon of any queftion relating to our own or. fo- 
reign governments, He is to {peak truths to the difciples of Chrift, 
whofe kingdom is not of this world. 


A Sermon addreffed to the General Baptifts, on the Caufes of their 
Declenfion, and the Means of their future Profperity. Preached 
at the Baptiff Meeting, Saint Thomas’s Street, Port{mouth, No- 
vember the 15th; and at Chichefer, December the 6th; 1795. 

» (Now a little enlaryed.) By John Kingsford. 8vo. Od, Mar- 
fom. 1796.- ~ 

, The readers of this difcourfe will imagine, from the crowded 

meetings .which. they .are accuftomied to’ fee in different parts of 

England, that.the author muft be miftaken in computing the num- 

ber of -his fect at fo low an eftimate. They are not aware of the 

diftin@tion into church members and hearers ; for fometimes a con- 
gregation may confift, as we have feen, of upwards of a thoufand 
people, and yet the merpbers may not amount to a hundred. That 
the mmber of church members is declining, we have reafon to 
believe from the authority of a perfon fo able to procure accurate 
information on the fubjeét. That it fhould decline, we think highly 

robable, if the caufes of declenfion, ftated in this difcourfe, pre- 
vail in the fociety. The difcourfe is written in plain language, 
without any attempt at elegance of ftyle or cormnpofition ; but as the 
matter is of high importance to the Baptift fociety, we doubt not 
that it will meet with the ‘attention from that quarter which it-ruly 


deferves. . 
, Ezekiel’s 
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Exckiel’s. Warning to the Fews, applied to the threatened Invafion of 
Great Britain. A Sermon, delivered at Afi, March the 8th, 


1797. By N. Nifeett, M, A.’ Sve. 6d. Johnfon, 1797. 

Politico-theology. We regret that its: author fhould have inter- 
mitted his more ufeful ftudies for the difcuflion of fo many topics 
which. are calculated to inflame the minds of his hearers, rather than 
to give themia ferious conviction of their own fituation. 





The Connexion of Situation sill Character confidéred with a View te 
__ the. Minifiers of Religion: a Synod Sermon, by the, Rey. Ste- 
* venfon Macgill, Minifer of Eafwood, Sve. Is. Macaulay, 

Glafgow. 1797. | 

St. Paul’s letters to Timothy and ‘Titus contain the beft direc- 
tions which can bé given to-perfons in the offices-of teachers or mi- 
nifters of a chriftian meeting. Before.a fynod or.meeting ia. Sgot- 
land, the fubjeé fele&ted by our author was very fit and. proper ;,aad 
it'js treated in a manner which, we.doubt not, met with the approba- 
tion of his hearers. , Several. of them requefted: that the. difcourfe 
fhould be committed to the prefs; and the young Scotch divines 
may derive fome benefit from the perufal; but there are fo many 
fesmons ‘on the fame fubjeét, and fo many inftru@tions in various 
, forms, to minifters of different perfuafions, that it was fearcely of 

confequence to increafe the number by the prefént publication: 


Twelve Sermons preached at the New Ferufalem Temple, in Red- 
“Crofs=Street, near Cripplegate, London. By Manoah Sibly; 
N.H. S. Servant of our Lord Fefus Chrif. .8v0. Sold by the 
Author, - 1796==40. 


If any perfon, unwilling to wade through the voluminous writ- 
ings of Swedenborg, wifhes to have an infight into the leading te- 
nets of his feét, we recommend to him the perufal of thefe dif- 
courfes.. From the firft paragraph, he may eafily conjeure whet 
he is to expect. The text is GenefisT. 26, 27, in which our 
preacher fays, ‘all fcientific grammatical rules are turned” afide :* 
and this, which to us is a-very great objection to any writer, is 
made a’ ground of praife rather than of cenfure. We beg leave, 
however, to differ from the preacher. in his opinion, and to deny 
this breach of rules for which he contends, The difpute isa very 
old one, involving the meaning of the word Elohim, as alfo the 
new Jerufalem doétrine of the Trinity, On the latter fubject, the 
queftion between the new and the old church is: brought to a fimplke 
ilue; and with the change only of one propofition for another, mott 
of the addreffes of the new church might be accommodated to the 
prayers of the orthodox. Is there a Trinity in God ?> Or is there a 
Trinity of Gods? The procefs of proving a Trinity in God, es 


adopted by our author, from the meaning of the word Elchim, the 
9 unity 


‘ 
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unity in'the Creator, and the verfe in John’s gofpel, proving the 
- Logos to be God, is furely very far fetched,-and cannot eafily be 
. underftood by an Englith congregation, 

When once a writer fets afide the propriety of adhering to gram- 
matical rules, he has taken aftride which naturally carries him inte 
the regions of myfticifm. Every thing is fpiritualifed: and, if the 
doétrines of Swedenborg: had not heen fufficieatly commented upon, 
we fhould with pleafure have {elected fome extraéts from the work 
before us, to fhow the genius of the feét. But our readers are if 
general well acquainted with the leading points; and there is hothing 


hew in this work to eXcite peculiar curiofity. 
: L.A W. 


The Pofthumous Works of Charles Fearne, Efg. Barnifber at bani 
Confifiing of a Reading on the Statute of Inrolments, Arguménts 
in the fingular Cafe of General Stawwix, and a:-Collefion:¢f Cafés 
and Opinions. ' Seletted from the Author's Mann/fcripts. - By 
Thomas Mitchell Shadwell, of Gray’ s-Inn, Ef. Svo.  rt¥. 
Boards. Butterworth. 1797... 


Mr. Fearne’s profourid knowledge of the law of teal property, 
and the ingenuity as well as the foundnefs of his Tegal publications, 
have been the fubject of much profeffional applaufe ; it is greatly: to 
be regretted that the faireft opportunities of attaining pecuniary in- 
dependence did not exempt the circumftances of Mr. Fearne from 
ferious embarraffinent ; and it is at the fametime highly honourable 
to the feelings and difcrimination of the gentlemen of the bar, that 
the diftrefs of the author of the ‘ Eflay on Contingent Remainders’ 
excited fympathy and procured fubftantial relief. The prefent poft- 
hamous volume is publifhed for the benefit of Mr. Fearne’s widow : 
and though its contents may not poflefs a profeffional importasice 
equal to the other works of the author, we are grafified in perceiv- 
Ing it patronifed by a very numerous and refpeétable lift of fub- 
{cribers. 

Reports of Cafes adjudged in the Court of King’s Bénéh s with Some 
Special Cafes in the Courts of Chancery, Common Pleas, and Ex 
chequer, alphabetically digefied under proper Heads; from the fir ft 
Year of King William and Queea Mary, to the tenth Year of 
Queen Anne. By William Salbeld, late Serjeant at Law. The 
Sixth Edition : ineluding the Notes end Referencas of Knightly 
D’ Anvers, Efq. and Mr. Serjeant Wilfony and large’ Additions 
of Notes and References to modern Authorities and Determinations, 
by William David Evans, Rfy. Barrifer at Law: 3 Vols. 
Royal Sve, 21. 7s.. Boards. Butterworth. 14795. 


Mr, Serjeant Salkeld’s Reports have long been diftinguifhed by @ 


wery coufderable anddeferved thare of profeffionst reputation; aiid 
have 
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have been publifhed at different times under the care of: refpectable 
legal characters, Much induftry “has certainly been beftowed on the 
prefent edition; but its value is confiderably leffened by the nume- 
rous inaccuracies which have occurred in the printing. The-editor 
endeavours. to apologife.for this defect, by ftating that it was occa- 
fioned by the diftance of his refidence from London; we do not, 
however, deem fuch an -excufe completely fatisfactory, when we 
confider the peculiar importance of correctnefs in a legal publica- 
ion, to thofe by whom it may be confulted ; and we advife editors 
themfelves to reflect that a long lift of acknowledged errors muft 
naturally lead to a fufpicion that many more miftakes exift, which 
have efcaped editorial detection. 


Ob/ervations on the late A& for augmenting the Salaries of Curates, 
in Four Letters to a Friend. By Eufebius, Vicar of Lilliput. 
Sve. 15. 6d. Cadell and Davies. 1797. . 


‘Thefe obfervations may eafily be anfwered by the poor curates. 
There are cafes, without doubt, when by an abufe of the at an un- 
deferving curate may cut off too great a portion of the income of 
the deferving vicar; but there are fo many inftances of the inad- 
equate pay at times given’to Curates; that'every impartial man muft 
rejoice that their cafe has at Taft been taken into confideration by 
the legiflature, 


MEDICAL. 


Murep/ologia ; ; or, the Art of the Apothecary, traced up to its origia 

nal Source in Hifory ; and thé Antiquity and Confequence of the 
Druggifts and Drug Merchants afferted and maintained againft 
the Mi/r eprefentations of the Author of alate Hiftory of Medicine, 
The. Nature and Defign of that Publication examined, and the 
true Foundation. of the refpeBable Charafer of the Apothecary of. 
Great Britain, at the prefent Time, pointed out and illuftrated. 
By Fofeph Bradney, Efg. 8vo.. 15.. Rivingtons. 


Mr. Bradney here takes up the cudgels in oppofition to Mr, 
Good’s propofed reform in the pharmaceutic  profeffion: but he 
neither wields them: with judgment, nor applies them with much 
dexterity or effe&t. He is indeed as ftrenuous for the continuation 
of the abufes of the profeflion, as his antagoni{t is determined in 
the caufe of reform ; but.his powers of enforcing his defign are by 
no means equal. 

On the propofed mode of reformation, he fays— 


* It might be imagined, that the powers-which already éxift in 
the corporate bodies, who legally prefide over the department of 
pharmacy, were annulled, or of no force; becaufe, if thefe pow- 
ers exilt, and are lodged in the hands of gentlemen perfeétly com- 
petent to exercife them, and, if thefe powers are not only very full 
and comprehenfive, but exercifed with prudence and ‘difcretion, 


Cait. Rev, Vou. XIX, April, 1797. Kk we 
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we are led to judge, that any change of men or meafures, muft.be 
equally unneceffary and abfurd. For even admitting the prefent 
admiiniftration of them not to produce the full effect expe&ed by 
“the new reformer, how would the matter be mended by transferring 
fuch enlarged powers to a defcription of men who are not fuppofed, 
from their education and knowledge, to have their minds adequately 
enlarged to ufe them with propriety ?’- Pp. 5. 

Mr. Good had afferted that druggifts were comparatively a mo- 
dern race of men, and by no means of equal importance with apo- 
thecaries: to which Mr,-Bradney-replies by quoting Chambers. 

The author’s obfervations on the examination of perfons and 
drugs have neither {trength nor novelty to recommend them. | 

On the importance of the drug-merchant, in a chemical point 
of view, we have the following very curious paragraph— 


¢ Chemiftry,’ fays the author, * attaches generally to the occupa- 
tion of the druggift, Not one of them, fcarcely, but has his re- 
gular elaboratory : much of his time is fpent in it. The mecha- 
nic, the manufacturer are indebted to him for many valuable im- 
provements in their refpective arts. The affinities of bodies are 
thoroughly inveftigated by him. He can analyfe and compound 
with accuracy, ‘fkill, and precifion. Many moft ingenious perfons 
are to be found among them ; none but partake of fome experimental 
knowledge. Yet this defeription of men, whofe ufefulnefs the 
world bears witnefs to, are to be degraded and debarred from vend- 
ing preparations and compounding prefcriptions, when the princi- 
ples and relative properties of their compofitions are, perhaps, bet- 
ter underftood by them than by many praétifing apothecaries,’ 


Ps 25, 


Such is the manner and reafoning of this feeble performance. 

Upon inquiry, we are fearful it would turn out that but very 
few of the druggifis ave even acquainted with the general principles 
of the {cience. 


A Differtation on Refpiration. Tranflated from the Latin of Dr. 
Menzies. With Noies, by Charles Sugrue, Se, Se, Bvo. 25. 
Johnfon,, 1796. 

Refpiration is a procefs of .fuch importance to the animal ceco- 
nomy, that every rational attempt to elucidate and explain thofe 
difficulties in which it is involved, is at,leaft defefving of attention 
from the medical practitioner. - The reafons which feem to have 
induced Mr. Sugrue to prefent this tranflation of Doétor Menzies’ 
Thetis to the public, are the fcarcity of the Latin edition, and tlie 
approbation which the experiments and conelufions which it con 
tams, have met with.from fome of the profeffors in the univerfity 
of Edinburgh, . The chief objec of the author of this differtation 
feems not, however, t to have been the removal of the obftacles 

which 
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which prefent themfelves in this part of phyfiology, but to ‘ in- 
veftigate the quantity of air infpired by an adult, and to confider 
refpiration’ as the chief fource of animal heat.’ And indeed, in this 
view of the matter, his experiments appear to have been inftituted 
with confiderable ingenuity. 

The firft feries of experiments are made for the purpofe of afcer- 
taining the quantity of air infpired in each infpiration. Thefé 
feem to have been executed with as much accuracy as the nature 
of the fubjeé&, and the method which the author purfued, were 
capable of allowing. By the fecond fet of experiments, he endea- 
vours to fhow that animal heat is generated in the lungs, and-that 
the quantity fo generated is capable of being ‘determined by a 


method which,has no connection with any theory on animal heat, 
or with the different capacities of fixed and vital air for heat.’ 


‘ This method,’ fays he, ¢ is founded on the two following pro- 
pofi itions, which we prefume, unve been demonftrated by our ex- 
periments. 

‘rft, That nearly -equal quantities of heat are evolved, when 
equal quantities of vital air are vitiated whether by the combuftion 
of coal or by the refpiration of animals. 

Sadly, That the quantity of fixed air generated in the lungs in 
nny given time, can be eafily determined by knowing the quantity 
of fixed air in air once refpired. 

¢ But if the quantity of air commonly refpired had been fo fimall 
as Dr. Goodwin had fuppofed, it is evident, that fo {mall a pro= 
portion of it would have been changed in the lungs, that this organ 
could not be confidered the fource of animal heat. And in fad, 
feveral obje€tions were made to Dr. Crawford’s theory on ac- 
count of the experiments of Dr. Geodwin, and fome others made 
by the celebrated De la Metherie, who eftimates the quantity of 
air commonly infpired at 8 or 10 cubic inches, and fuppofes there- 
fore, that not more than 4 an inch of fixed air is generated. 

‘ But as Monf. de la Metherie meafured only one refpiration, 
and that without much accuracy, there is no neceflity of dwelling 
any longer on this topic. But fronv the above experiments and 
calculations we neceflarily conclude, that the quantity of heat ge- 
nerated in the lungs is fufficient to compenfate for its continual 
lofs, We cannot therefore fufficiently admire the infinite wifdom of 
the Supreme Being, wha has made heat be generated in the lungs 
from that very element, which draws off heat from every other 
part of the body. -We cannot but admire alfo the diffufion of heat 
through the entire fyftem by means ofthe blood. Hence we fee 
the reafon of filling the lungs of drowned perfons with air; whether 


filling the-lungs with air be the moft efficacious method of reftoring 


the proper debree of heat to the vital parts, or whether it be a fti- 


muhus to the heart the motion ‘of which perhaps ceafes in a great 


te afure from. the lofs ofhedt.”” Pp. 60. 


Kkz The 
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The tranflator has introduced fome ufeful ‘notes in explanation 
of the opinions and conclufions of the author, But the tract is 
chiefly valuable for the concife experimental details which it com- 


prehends, ~ 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Hints to Public Speakers ; intended for young Barrifters, Students at 
Law, and ail others who may wifh to improve their Delivery, and 
attain a juft aud graceful Elocution. By IT. Knox, A. M. Small 
Svo. 25. 6d. Murray and Highley. 1797. © 


The prevailing language of the table of contents in this little work, 
viz. ‘ How to make yourfelf heard without difficulty’—* How to 
firengthen the voice’—‘ How to get rid of’ faultering, &c. aflo- 
ciates in our minds with the ludicrous titles affixed to Geoffrey 
Gambado’s plates of horfemanfhip—‘ How to ftop your horfe— 
‘ How to ride gentcel in Hyde Park, &c.’ We do not, however, 
wifh to infinuate that the more material parts of the work affort 
with thefe ill-chofen titles: on the contrary, moft of Mr. Knox’s 
injunctions, though exprefféd in a concife form, are very much to 
the purpofe; and we have no doubt but they will prove of ufe to 
the juvenile public {peaker. The following fpecimen of the work 
will enable our readers to judge of the manner in which it is exe- 
cuted : the leffon is ‘ How to exprefs contempt by the voice.’ 


‘ If you would wifh to fhew the contempt you have for a man, 
and expofe him to the audience, you muft do it with a fcornful 
tone; but without the -{malleft paflion, eagernefs, or violence of 
voice, as, no doubt, Cicero did, when he {poke to Cecilius, who 
pretended to be preferred before him for pleading in the accufation 
of Verres. 

But you, Cecilius, pray what can you do? Where’s your ca- 
pacity upon this mighty pretenfion of yours? When, and upon 
what affair have you ever made any trial of your fkill, or given any 
proofs of your parts and fufficiency to men of fenfe, and have not 
attempted at the Same time upon your own w eaknefs, and run the 
hazard both of your reputation and judgment ? Do you not confi- 
der the difficulty of managing the cau/e of the commonwealth, of 
maintaining the peace of the public from difgrace and oppreffion, of 
unravelling the whole life of a man from the firft breath of bufi- 
nefs, and not only of fetting it forth -in_ its proper colours to the 
underftanding of the judges, but of expofing it alfo to the whole 
world; the difficulty of defending the fafety and welfare of allies, 
the ssnevielt of provinces, the power of /aws, and the authority of 
our courts-of judicature? Take it from me, fir, this is the firft op- 
portunity you have met with of learning fomething from your 
betters.” 

‘ There is alfo a fine example of contempt from a reply,made by 


Jord Chatham, when Mr. Pitt, in the year'1740, to Mr. Winnigg- 
ton, 
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ton, who had called him to order, but in fo doing had himfelf ufed 
very illibefal terms, 

“ If this be to preferve order (fajd Mr. Pitt) there is no danger 
of indecency from the moft licenticus tongue; for what calumny 
can be more atrocious, or what reproach more fevere, than that of 
{peaking with regard to any thing but truth. Order may fometimes 
be broke by paflion or inadvertency, but will hardly be re-eftablifh- 
ed by a monitor like this, who cannot govern his own paflion, 
whilft he is reftraining the impetuofity of ‘others. 

“« Happy would it be for mankind if every one knew his own 
province ; we fhould not then fee the fame man at once a criminal 
and a judge; nor would this gentleman affume the right of ciétat- 
ing to others what he has not learned himfelf.”’ 

‘ Thefe are {peeches of flight and difdain. If fpoken with a paf- 
fionate voice, and with an appearance of any concern and indig- 
nation, their proper effect is at once deftroyed, for the objects 
fpoken of are not thought worthy of anger or refentment, but merely 
of contempt, {corn, and derifion. You would’ be laughed at, if you 
anfwered a dull reafon with heat and choler, or fpoke in a paffion 
againft that which deferves only to be trifled with—It would be 
filly to exert the laft effort of your voice, in reply to fome puny 
infignificant arguments, as if you made ufe of Hercules’ club to 
kill a worm, which is eafily trod to ‘pieces, and crufhed under 
foot.’ P. 25. # 


The Dedication (to Mr. Erfkine) Ahi with the fulfomenefs 
it profefles to avoid. It is trite and common-place. both in lan- 
guage and fentiment, and by no means an evidence of its auther’s 
talent for graceful literary compofition. 


A Letter om the Secret Tribunals of Weftphalia, addreffed to Eliza- 
beth, Counte/s of Pembroke. Sve. 1s. Cadell azd Davies. 
1796. 

It is probable that many of the readers of Herman of Unna # 
have entertained the fame doubts which Mr. Coxe acknowledges he 
has done, with regard to the authenticity of the ftriking and won- 
derful accounts there given of the fecret tribunal of Weftphalia. Kt 
may therefore be a fatisfaétion to them to know that the moft ma- 
terial circumftances are amply confirmed by the books whichMr, 
Coxe has confulted on the occafion: and very aftonifhing it is that 
fuch inquifitorial jurifdiction, contradicting every principle of equi- 
table legiflation, fhould have been fo long permitted in any country. 
The authors confulted are,—Pfeffel’s Hiftory of, the German Em- 
pire—AEneas Sylvius de Statu Europe—Paulus Aurelius de Geftis 
Francorum—T urkius’s Fafti Cardini—Letznar’s Hiftory of Charle- 





- 


* See Cri:, Rev, New Arr. Vol, XIV. p. 63. 
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magne—Schottelius de Singularibus—and Aventinus, author of thé - 
Annals of the Boians. The origin of this tribunal is attributed to 
Charlemagne ; and fo late as 1640, the following memorial was pre- 
fented to the elector of Brandenbourg, againft ‘the city of Her- 
forden ; in which it was ftated, that— 


¢ The burgomafter, affeffors, and counfellors, continut to. this 
day, the ufe of the fecret tribunal. They employ cegtain figns 
and marks, by which they underftand each other ; as S, S. G 
G. ftock, ftone, grafs, greene’ The accufed pe ‘Tons are brought 
to trial, without being permitted to have any communication with 
the witneffes againit them; and without being allowed any counfel 
to defend them, except a fervant of the magiftracy : oftentimes 
perfons of property are arrefted, and tried for a capital’ crime, 
on the oath of one of their debtors, or any perfon who offers. 
Their information and examination are made by unknown figns 
and mvfterious words, and the unfortunate prifoner is fubjeéted 
to ordinary and extraordinary torture, againft the nature of eri- 
minal juftice, and the conititutions of Charles the Fifth, What 
alfo renders this mode of trial more unjuft and terrible, is, that the 
afleffors are for the moft part, manufacturers and apprentices, who 
are totally ignorant of the law, and invert the legal mode of pro- 
ceeding. For the purpofe of forcing confeflion, torture is applied, 
and without any new witnefles, repeated, infomueh that feveral 
perfons found innocent of the crimes laid to their charge, have 


died from the confequences.’ Pp. 29. 





¢ Shocked at thefe enotmous abufes, the great eleftor, Frederic 
William, abolifhed, in 1650, the tribunal at Herforden ; yet ftill 
this abominable jurifprudence was continued in a few places of Ger- 
maany ; nor is it pofitively afcertained, at what period the final fup- 
preffion took place in every part of the empire. No traces, how- 
ever, at prefent remain in Weitphalia ; and its name only exifts*in 
the hiftory of paft ages.’ P.. 31. 


The public are certainly obliged to Mr. Coxe for the informa- 
gion here collected, relative to fo curious a point of hiftory, 


Lodoik ; ou, Lecons de Morale pour  Infiru@ion et ? Amufement de 
la Feuneffe. Lodowick ; or Leffons of Morality for the Amufe- 
ment and Infiruction of Youth. French and Engtif4. 6 Vols. 
tame. 15s. Bell. | 
While fome writers treat the fubjeét of education upon princi- 

ples fo nearly ailied to the abftrufenefs of metaphyfies, as to en- 

grofs the whole intereft almoft exclufively to themfelves, others are 
more ufefully if not more phrlofophically employed in furnithing books 
for general infiruction, which may be ufed withou: doing violence 
to the prejudices of any party, and which have an eye to future 


gemeratiens, without dazzling and perplexing the underftandings = 
7 the 
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the.prefent. The work before us is of this defcription, and forms . 
a creditable addition to the very numérous lift of publications of 
education, which we owe to the labours of literary ladies. Tt con® 
tains a fufficient portion of the utile et dulce to ‘render it acceptabje 
to voung people, and to form their minds to juft methods of think- 
ing and to virtuous actions. Being likewife publifhed both in Frenctr 
and Englith, it has the advantage of pean te the ftudy of 
thefe languages, the former of which is now deemed an indifpenta- 
ble accomplifhment, | | 

The authorefs confiders education as divided into three parts. The 
firft takes man at the moment he entefs life, and conduéts, of (to ufe’ 
the words of the authofefs) ‘ fimply bears him, as a being paffively 
fenfible, to the period when his fenfibility becomes a@tive, and he 
enters on a new order of things, and muft be dire&ted by a different 
courfe, The tecond part guides aud conducts hirh in the road of ac 
tive fenfibility, till the period when man, together with feeling, requires 
alfo reafon and reflection. The third part is applicable to that moft 
interefting epoch,- when an upright, ingenuous mind, enlightened 
by unprejudiced reafon, and direéted in. its movements by the fen- 
timents of a pure heart, forms that happy accord which. renders 
man peculiarly engaging; makipg him at once virtuous without 
jeverity ; benevolent without weaknefs ; rigid only to himfelf, in- 
dulgent towards others; fympathifing in misfortune with the mifera- 
ble, and mingling his tears with his counfel, and his efforts of for- 
titude to fupport the foul of the wretched,’ Vol. i. p..74. 

As the vehicle for her fentiments on thefe fubjeéts, the authorefs 
has chofen the form of a novel, which, although pofleffing little 
ingenuity in point of fable or incident, is perhaps fufficiently cor- 
rect for her purpofe, and is occafionally fimple, interefting, and 
pathetic. T’o each volume (except the daft, where the ftory breaks 
off rather abruptly, and where the death of Lodowick is unneceffa- 
ty) is prefixed an effay on that branch of education. which is illuf- 
trated in the fequel. The whole may be recommended with advan- 
tage, and will, we apprehend, be read with pleafure by the young. 
The detail will catch the attention ; and the fentmments, which are 
every where pure and excellent, will not fail to produce their effec. 
The introdu@tion of Lavater was a bold attempt ; but his character 
is tolerably well preferved. We have more ferious objections to the 
French nobleman, whofe ftory is a mifplaced compliment to anti- 
gallican prejudices. 


The Life and Opinions of Sebaldus Nothanker. Tranflated from the 
German of Friedrich Nicolai, ly Thomas Dutton, A. M.  i2ime, 
5s. jfewed. Symonds. 1796. 


Diz Arucemerne Deutscne BisiiotseK (/a. Bibliotheque 
Univerfelle Allemande) has fufficiently eftablifhed the fame of Ni- 
colai in the literary world, . Thofe.who are acquainted with that 
7 | work, 
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work, will be little furprifed at\the freedom with which the author 
of Sebaldus Nothanker delivers his fentiments upon the fubjeéts of 
religion and politics. We are told by the tranflator, that, ¢ fuperior 
to prejudice, and unawed by flavifh fear, the author nobly combats 
‘ the direful hydra of defpotifm and impoftire,’ But why hypocrify 
fhould attach more to one fet of {peculative opinions than another, 
is a problem which we confefs we are unable to folve. We do 
not know any point of doétrine profefled by any church, that 
* feems folely calculated to diffeminate the baneful feeds of religious 
rancour, animofity, and perfecution :’ and we are inclined to think 
that of rancour, animofity, and malevolence, the Trinitarians, and 
believers in eternal punifhment, have by no means made a mono- 


poly. 

Tie Seaman’s Guide; fhewing how to live comfortably at Sea. Cons 
taining, among other Particulars, complete Direéions for baking 
Bread, either with Yeaft or Leaven, in all Situations. Recom, 
mended alfo to Public Bakers, as well as to Private Houfekeepers, 
By the Hon. Fohn Cochrane. 8vo. 15. 6d, Murray and Highley. 


3797+ 

Bakers, millers, houfekeepers, feamen, may read this little work 
with advantage.. The author has obferved with attention many 
ufeful procefles in grinding and in cookery, which he explains in an 
eafy manner; and as the work is dedicated to the firft lord of the 
admiralty, we hope that it will be the means of procuring to our 
brave failors the.comfort of frefh bread every day while they are at 
fea. The following method of trying the qualty of flour deferves — 


attention — 


* Take a pound of flour properly ground, of a ftandard. quality 
of wheat, and from which it is certain nothing has been extracted. 
Moiften it with water, and make it into pafte; then knead it in 
pure water ; which repeat in different waters until all the farinace- 
ous parts are wafhed away, and nothing but a fubftance, like ‘an 
elaitic gum, remains. Dry this and weigh it; which weight efta- 
blith as the fiandard finenefs of flour, bolted through a cloth of a 
certain finenefs, on a pound weight. When the quality of any 
flour is to be tried, proceed in that method, and fee whether the 
proportion of gummy matter is more or lefs than the ftandard. If 
lefs, it has been robbed of fo much: of the roulan; and the quanti- 
ty cam be accurately afcertained to the utmoft nicety, by any per- 
fon of moderate capacity. It will alfo difcover, whether the flows 
has been adulterated by other grains, as wheat is the only grain 
which contains that glutinous fubftance to any extent.’ P, 19 
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Codicis Manufcripti N. T. Greci Raviani in Bibliotheca Regia 
Berolinenfi Publica affervati Examen, quo offenditur, alteram 
es Partem majorem ex Editione Complutenfi, alteram mino- 
rem.ex Editione Rob. Stephani wir” deferiptam, inftituit 
Georgius Gottlich Pappelbaum; ad D, Nicolai Berol. Dia* 
conus. Appendix exbibet 1. Addenda ad. Wet/fienii Colp _ 
tionem Leétionum Varr. Editionis Complutenfis. .2. E ifttlam 
ad Geo. Travis Rev. Anglum jam. MDCCLXXXY/. ferip- 
tam;,at nondum editam. 8vo. Berlin. 1796... | 


THIS work has been for fome time expected in England. 

The controverfy on the Berlin manufcript ig well known 
to thofe of our readers who have attended to the difpute on 
the celebrated forgery in 1 John, v. 7. Inthismanufcript the 
paflage in queftion on the three heavenly witneffes is found : 
and as in this refpe& it differs from all the Greek manufcripts 
now extant of the New Teftament, except the Dublin ma- 
nufcript, it was natural that greater refearchies would be madé 
into its value and ‘authenticity. The'late Mr? Travis had 
taken upon himfelf to. defend; tooth and nail, the fpurious 
paflage ; and confequenttly he could not afford to lofe fo valua- 
ble a fupport. Being very little acquainted with manufcripts 
himfelf, lefs accuftoried to that accuracy which is requifite in 
a collator, and unable to enter into the great queftion of the 
origin of a manufcript, from its agreements with or differences 
from other manufcripts, he could do little more than repeat 
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the opinions of others upon thefe heads: and if he fpoke po- 
fitively, it is feldom from any attempt at argument. Thus, 
in his third edition of his letters to Gibbon, p. 304, he fays 
of this manufcript—‘ But whatever its age may be, it certainly 
is not-a tranfcript from the Complutenfian. edition.’ Why 
not ?—Becaufe there are fome differences from that edition. 
The flight authority on which Mr. ‘Travis builds his opinion, 
_{earce deferves a moment’s notice : it is fufficient that we have 

now before us an_accurate_collation of the manufcript with 

the Complttenfian’ edition ;‘ and. as'the queftion is cof confi- 
derable importance, we fhali extraét the principal features 
of this collation, by which our readers may judge of the 
credit due to Mr. Travis’s criticifms. 

In the firft feGtion the.Berlin manufcript is defcribed :.as 
this has been done before, we fhall not here repeat the des 
{cription. In the fecond fection, an inquiry is made after the 
writer, of whom our author aflerts that he was an inaccurate 
tranfcriber, and very little acquainted with the Greek Tan- 
guage. To prove-thefe pofitions, 1. a catalogue is given of 
the errors of the pen, and other marks of negligence and ig- 
norance uncorrected. .2. A catalogue is given of the errors 
of the pen that are correfted. 3. The writer is provéd'to 
have copied one hundred and twenty-two typographical*errors 
of the Complutenfian edition. From examining this feétion, 
we cannot but be of our author’s opitiion, that the copyitt 
was a very. flovenly ard ignorant fellow. 

In the third fe€tion we have an accurate examination of the 
text; and we fhall here follow our author in placing before 
our readers:the remarkable paflage in Heb, vit. 1—3. as? it 
ftands in the Complutenfian editiow and the manufcript— 


[ “ 
COMPLUTENSIAN EpITION. 


* Outros yap o peayiosdex Baciaeus van, 
pane sepeus Tou. Seou whiotou, w Tuvay 
ENT AS HPAL VEOTT PEP OVTL ATO Tis KOTNS , 
tTav Pacircwv, ma EvdAcyuTas avTov, w 
wo O:xaTHY amo TavTwy EME ITE Boa. 
Mewtov wev egunvevouevos Bagprcus dinate 
aguvns, emeita De xa Bacireus THAN, 0. EF 
Tt Bagirtus 1onvns, AT ATw?, ANT, BYE 
veroynTos, uunTe aPxnY nusewv unte Cw 
NS TEAOS EXWVY, ADwmoiwuevos bz Tw vid 
sx Sew mever segeug eg TO dinvexesy ev @ 
ati Ka TOU aBpaam TeoeTiuxdn. JEweerTs’ 


Berusyn Manuscript. 


“-yopetvos tis Tov adv cUTOS Yap 0 
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wmerxioeden Bacirsus. caanue sepevg 


tov Seov upiorou w guvay Tay Bos 
GiAcw@v Mai EvAOYNTAS avTOY Ww Nat 
Ocxatny aro ‘ovrwy’ suspicev® 
Rpaan Upwtov pkey epunvevoirevog 
Paoiasus sited emerta of xas 
Paging TaANL.O ETT BaTiAEUS Et 
peng a2Matwop awntwp aysveard 
YNTOS | ANTE Apyny -mEpwY mwnTE 
wis. TEAS. EXWY ADwiLoiMmenos 
€ TO uiw TOU Seou agver sEpEUs EIE 
‘To Oimyenes Ev w OTt xat Tou apa 
cu mportiyandn Gewperte Os THA’ Pe 27. 





Is it prohable that the two paflages fhould agree the one 
with the other, except the omiflion of the third line im the 
Complutenfian, unlefs, the tranfcriber had had) that edition at 
the time before his eyes ? 

There are| three other fimilar inftances which put the quef- 
tion entirely out of ‘doubt. 

I. Adts, xxv, 3. 


| CoMPLUTENSiAN EDITION.’ 


{Tov wWavaov, Mat Wapexadrovy avTov aTov 

[eevor Xap KAT aUTOV, OWS. peramreudn- 

Tal avTOV es bEDCUT RAN, evedpay grou” 
Bertin Manuscript. 


Tov mavaou wou Mopenarowv au Tov 
BiTsT at auToy £16 tepourcianys eve 
— Opay wrotawvres x,t. A.” 
I. Adts, xX. Il, i2. : , 
CompPLuUTENSIAN EDITION. 


* cxpgcants Dedeuevor, nou maSeuevoy emt THs 
ons, ev wivanpye Wavra Te TETPAMOdA TNs 
yng kas Te Supia xai Tat epmeta xai ta me’ 


Bertin Manuscript. 
« sous Ade ucvov nai naSieucvov emt 
tng yns Mai Ta Sripia Kas ta epmeTa.” 
“IM. 1 John, v. 4. 
CoMPLuTENsiaN EDITION. 


* yevynuevov ex Tov Seov vince Toy KOT[MOY, 
MAL AUTH ESTIV H VIAN N VIKHTATA Toy KOT Mov 


Nh TNGTIS Yikedve. TIS ETTIV O WAKO TOY KOT MOV” | 
Lia Bure 
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© ymusvov ex tou, Seou wines Tov Mog. 
MOY TIETIE YuwY Ths ETTIY vb 
HOY TOV KOTAOV Ein K. T. aA. 


Having given fuch fpecimens, we cannot doubt that many 
of our readers will ‘fay, What need of farther inquiry? the 
queftion is fettled. Our author was not of that opinion: he 
was refolved to put the queftion out, of -all difpute ; and after 
potnting out the great'variety of coincidences in'the two books, 

e fums up the whole in the following table. 
@f the errors and readings in the Complutenfian edition, 


the Berlin manufeript has— 


menda typo- |lectiones fingu-] leétiones rari- 
in _ graphica lares " “ores 
fant’! P minus | fant 4 minus | fent’’) minus’ . 





Matth. 11 
ad Cor. I, |}. 16 
ad Cor, II. 
ad Galat. 

ad Ephef. 

ad Phil. 

ad Col, 

ad Theff. I. 
ad Theff, IT. 
ad Tim. I. 
ad Tim. II. 
ad Tit. 
ad Philem. 
ad Hebr. 
A&. apoft. 
Jacobi 

Petri I. 
Petri II. 
Joann. I, 
Joann. II. 
Joann. III. 
Judz 
Apocal. 


Summa! 126 | 


25 — 
“19 I 
13 _— 

I 


ve 


34 


; 


PETE LE 


= | 
= COOn & Wwe Atri nd 


~~ CO ON 


wd 


i 


le 


232 | gb ass |, 3, Beage 


ioe perfon who has read and duly confidered Mr. Marth’s 
invaluable letters to Travis, may now calculate the probability 
there is, that’ fuch a coincidence fhould'take place between 
two books, unlefs one ‘had been tranfcribed ‘from the other; 


and i it is now only neceffary to confider the sature of the dif- 
ference 
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ference between the.copies. ‘Thefe are placed before our eyes, 


and compared with.the margin and text of Stephens’s third — | 


edition of the New Teftament; and the following fynopfis is 


the. refult of the inveftigation—. 


Liber. Steph. |' Steph. null. alic. Summa. 
marg: >|\ text. mom. 

Matth. © «| © 38 
ad Cor. I: 
ad Cor. IT. 
ad Galat. ° 
ad Ephef. 
ad Col. 
ad Theff. I. 
ad Theff. If. 
ad Tim. I. 
ad Tim. II. 
ad Hebr. 
A&. apoft, I 
Jacobi 
Petri I. 
Petri II. 
Joann. [. 
Joann. III. 
Judze 
Apocal. 
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From this view of the fubje€t, our author is of opinion 
that feveral corre€tions were made in the Berlin MS. from 
Stephens’s third edition ; and this opinion feems to us to carry 
with it the higheft degree of probability : but whether this be 
fo or not, we are clearly of opinion that thefe differences from 
the Complutenfian are too few, and of too little importance, to 
affect the main queftion. 

But there are fome parts of the MS. evidently not copied 
from the Complutenfian ; and, in the fame manner as before, 
paflages are brought together, and the author fums up the 
whole with the following conclufion— 


Summa}. 96 |. 35 


168 Pp. 96. 


© The greater part of the Berlin manufcript was copied 
very negligently and badly by an inexpert man from the Com- 
plutenfian edition, with fome, but not many, alterations. The 
greater part of thefe alterations was made by defign, and 
taken from the margin or text of Stephens’s third edition, 
The reft are of no moment. 

‘ The fmaller part of the Berlin manufcript was taken 
from the text of Stephens’s third edition, with a few altera- 
: L 1 3 tions. 
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tions. - Moft of thefe alterations were made by defign,”and 
taken from the margin of that edition, or from the Complay 
tenfian edition. ‘The refl, one excepted, are of no moment. 

‘ In the firft volume the writer changed his original arbi- 
trarily. -In the gofpel of Matthew, and the firft four and al- 
moft half the fifth chapters of Mark, he followed the Com- 

lutenfian edition ; in the remaining part of Mark, and in the 
gofpels of Luke and John, and:in the firft five, and half the 
fixth, of. the epifile to the Romans, he followed Stephens’s 
edition ;, thence to the end of the twelfth chapter he followed 
the Complutenfian edition; thence to the end of the epiftle, 
Stephens ; and he inferted befides. more variations in thefe 
than in the remaining parts of the manufcript. 

© This untkilful copyift conceived that by thefe arts he had 
fufficiently covered his fraud; and being tired of his Jabour 
and troubie, he not only derived all the books of the fecond 
volume from one and the fame fource,—the Complutenfian 
edition,—but in thefe he inferted much fewer varieties than in 
the former volume. 
- © Hence it is.as clear as day that this manufcript is of no 
fort of authority in the critique of the New Teftament. 

‘ Of the year.in which it was written, we know nothing. 
It is very certain that it was not in being before the year 1550, 
when Stephens’s third edition came out;, and it is equally 
certain that it exifted before the year 1672, in which Sauber- 
tyis publifhed fome of its various readings. As the mean num- 
ber of years between thefe two periods gives the year 1611, 
it is of little confequence whether we place the writing of it 
in the béginning of the feventeenth or the end of the fixteenti 
century. 

¢ No one can give any credit to the tale of: Saubertus, that 
John Ravius brought out of the eaft this manufcript, fuch as 
we now know it to ke made up from Spanifh and French edi- 
tions, fince Ravius never was in the eaft. No one can prove 
that the copy was made with a good intention. But whether 
3c was a mere trick of a knavifh mind, of pious fraud, or for 
the fake of gain, I cannot by any means determine. I know 
nothing of the man’s name nor his character.? P.170. | 


To the greater part of this opinion we have not -the leaft 
fcruple to fubfcribe ; and particularly we can have no doubt 
in joining with our author in his affertion, that the manufcript 
is of no ufe whatever in any queftion of biblical criticifm ; 
and that after this examination it cannot be appealed to but by 
men of ‘extreme ignorance, or with bad intentions. It has, 
perhaps, exercifed the talents of men of genius-‘more than it 
ought: but we hope that the pains which have been: takep 
bias ne vpoi 
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upon fo contemptible a forgery, will: not be denied to many 
valuable manufcripts of the Teftament in different parts of 
Europe, which are worthy of complete inveftigation, and 
which may lead to many ufeful difcoveries, both as to the text 
of the New Teftament, and to the age and chara€ter of ma- 
nufcripts in general. 

Griefbach is entirely of the fame opinion with our author., 
Deferibing the manufcript, he fays, page cxii. of his Prolego- 
mena to the new edition of his teftament, * Ravianus, Bero- 
lini, apographum partim Complutenfis, partim Stephanicze 
tertie, editionis, hic ibi confulto interpolatum e margine Ste- 

hani.’ 

P There are two Appendixes to this work. The firft con- 
tains a colle€tion of readings, in which the Complutenfian 
differs from the common edition, and which are not noticed 
by Wetftein. At the end of this Appendix, for the fake of 
the admirers of the Berlin manufcript, our author fums up all 
the faults and inaccuracies of the writer, and his various read- 
ings, which amount to upwards of two thoufand three hun-— 
dred. 

In the fecond Appendix, we have the author’s letter to 
Mr, ‘Travis, written onthe firft of December, 1785, and 
which had not before been publifhed. We need not be 
furprifed at the indignation the author exprefles, in a note to 
this letter, at Mr. ‘Travis’s condu&t. This letter was of great 
importance in the controverfy. Mr. Travis muft have been 
fenfible of this importance, and of his duty, if an impartial 
lover of truth, to have communicated an abftraét of the con- 
tents to the pabfic. The cvrious reader will be gratified with 
a perufal of the letter, and will pardon afterwards all the 
afperity he has found in this work againft Mr. Travis. Such 
violation’ of good faith and honour, as are alleged againtt 
the defender of the {purious paflage, 1 John, v. 7, deferve the 
fevereft chaftifement. 

The author muft regret, that, before his work appeared 
in England, Mr. ‘Travis bécame infenfible to the voice of 
friend or foe, and incapable of retracting his errors. Wé 
will charitably hope thar the difcipline he had received from a 
Marth, a Porfon, a Michaelis, a Griefbach, had prepared himi 
to make fuitable atonement to Mr. Pappelbaum for the ufe 
made of hisname. It is not probable that he would have re- 
fitted ‘the weight of evidence brought againft him; and by 
confeffing his conviftion that his own‘labours en the fpurious 
paflage had been ufeful to thé world in bringing forward fo 
complete a proof of its forgery, he ‘would have removed the 
prejudices of weaker minds.. We have rather trefpaffed on 
our plan, by giving fo long : detail of fo fhort a work: but 
1,14 as 
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as it probably will not come into the hands of many of-our 
readers, and the controverfy is of fo great importance, we 
truft, not only that we fhall meet with their indulgence, but 
that ‘they will receive with pleafure the proofs which we 
have given that the author’s opinion js well founded, and that 
the Berlin or Ravian manufcript of the New Teftament is a 
contemptible forgery. 





| 


Novum Tefiamentum Greece. Textum ad Fidem Codicum Vera; 
fionum et Patrum recenfuit et Le€ionis Varietatem adjecit Dy 


Fo. Face Gricfhach. Vol. I. 8vo. Elmfly. 1796. 
FROM the favourable reception which the former edition 


of this work met with, we cannot doubt that every lover 
of facred criticifm will rejoice at the opportunity of feeing it 
improved by the ftrenuous labours of its author for above 
twenty years. For its appearance in its prefent fhape, we 
are indebted to the munificence of the duke of Grafton, who 
fent the paper from England to Germany, and at whofe fole 
expenfe a confiderable number of copies was.printed. Such 
an inftance of patronage is highly honourable to the noble 
. duke ; and, degenerate as the times are, we obferye with plea- 
fure that thére are flill left among us men of the higheft rank, 
who preferve a due refpect for the facred volumes, and are 
anxious that that work, in which the public is moft interefted, 
fhould be pfefented to the public as free as poflible from er- 
ror. We recolle& the zeal which once animated the richeft 
merchants of London in favour of this volume; we recolleé& 
the pains which they took, and the expenfe they incurred, at 
the reformation, to give to the public a tranflation of the 'Bi- 
ble. Strange! that, as the opportunities of improving it have 
increafed, their zeal fhould have declined; and that a faulty 
tranflation, made from a faulty original, fhould have fo many 
fupporters among the rich, the learned, and the independent. 
That the original was faulty, from which moft.of the tranfla- 
“sire into the modern tongues of Europe were taken, cannot 
e doubted by any one who examines the Prolegomena to this 
work ; and we. are indebted to the late controverfy on the 
{purious paflage in 1 John, v. 7, for a great number of proofs 
whigh put the. gueftion out of all difpute. It remains, there- 
fore, only to make the beft ufe of this difcovery, to perfe& 
the text by means of an accurate collation of, all the beft may 
nuferip ts in exiftence; and the labours of. the learned editor 
of the work before us have prefented. us with a text which’ 
feems to be fufceptible of only very flight improvements. 


3 J Indeed 
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Indeed we were of..opinion, from the pains. taken withthe 
former edition, that farther refearches would enly. tend to 
confirm the may alterations made in the -vulgarly received 
text ; and inftead of being difappointed that. the- number, of | 
various readings is not very confiderably increafed, we reflec& 
with pleafure that ‘moft’ of ‘the beft manufcripts had been col- 
lated for the former edition. On this head our author thus 
exprefles himfelf— 


‘ Fateor vero, examine iterato pauciora, qu in textu. cor~ 
rigenda reftarent, me reperifle, quam ipfe, cum ad parandam. 
novam editionem me accingerem,, exiftimafiem ; cujus rei 
caufa pofita prefecto non fuit in eo, quod alpernarer meliora, 
que offerrentur, fed in hoc potius, quod jam olim in confti- 
tuendo textu xftimandisque le€tionibus omnia, que in utram- 
que partem dici poflent, fedulo expendiflem, meumque judi- 
cium iifdem attemperaffem regulis criticis, quas veras efle ho- 
dienum perfuafus fum. Nec teftes, nuper demum e biblio- 
thecarum latebris Pont ea multa innovandi neceffitatem mi- 
B impofuerunt. Qui enim inter ipfos preftantiores funt, 

T. 124. 131. 157. 208, 229. 235. et verfiones fahidica 
a: yh hierofolymitana, concinunt fere cum ACDL cete- 
risque, quos przcipue fecutus eram ; numerofa.autem grega- 
riorum librorum turba, quamvis permultis novis advenis, ¢ 
Rufha, Hifpania, Italia et Auftria catervatim adductis, nuper 
adaucta fit, permovere me non debuit, ut aliquid retratarem. 
Supra enim profeffus jam fum, perinde mihi videri, utrum 
hujus furfuris codices fexaginta an fexcenti laudentur pro lec- 
tione, deftituta et meliorum vetuftiorumque teftium fuffragiis, 
et internis veri criteriis.’ P. Ixxxvii. 


The prefent volume contains only the four gofpels ; and 
from its fize a perfon might fuppofe that the number of vari- 
ous readings muft be doubled. But the nature of the paper 
im part gives it this appearance, and the letter-prefs is not fo 
elofe as in the former edition ; befides there are a hundred and 
thirty-two pages of Prolegomena, which contain a vaft fund 
of critical knowledge, well digefted, and deferving the atten- 
tion of every perfon employed in interpreting the (criptures, 
The Prolegomena are divided into feven fe€tions. In the firft 
38 difcufled the very important queftion, of the origin and 
authority of the text in common ufe. The hiftory of this 
erigin is well deduced from the firft edition of Erafmus to the 
prefent times. The paucity of the fources of knowledge in 
the firft editors, and the difficulties in the ufe of the materials 
before them, are well explained. The negligence and indo- 
lence of Stephens, which our own countryman Marfh has in 
fo many jnftances detected, are here alfo fo well noted, that 
no 
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no. one will hereafter place much dependence upon is very 
inaccurate editions. ‘The little inquiry he made into the va~ 
lue of his manufcripts, and his vain boafting on the pains 
taken upon every word, are properly expofed— 


© Nam’ (fays our author) ‘ etfi fuamin conftituendo textu 
fidem fummis laydibus ipfe pradicat, eumque “ ¢ codicibus, 
quorum copiam bibliotheca regia fuppeditaverit, ita recenfuifle 
fe profitetur, ut nullam omnino literam fecus effe paflus fit, 
quam"plures iique meliores libri tanquam teftes comproba- 
rent : ‘vaniffima tamen hec omnia funt atque falfiffima. ‘Suis’ 
uifque oculis cernere potett, Stephanum codicum fuorum 
rationem habuiffe pzene nullam, nec teftium ‘etatem, gravi-~ 
tatem, confenfum, immo ne numerum quidem, curate expen- 
diffe, fed velut coeco impetu tantum non femper, przfertim 
in tertia fua editione, amplexum efle, queeunque Erafmus 
porrigeret. Hujus veftigiis fpiffime contra omnium codicum 
fuorum fidem et auctoritatem inhzefit ; quod qui negare vellet, 
nihil aliud efficeret rei notiffimz ignorantia, quam ut rifum 
commoveret doctorum et prudentium. Stephanus iple tex- 
tum, quem edidit, a codicibus fuis omnibus plus centiés diffo- 
nare, ingenue in margine fuo profeflus eft, nec a five 
ab ipfo five ab admiratoribus ipfius prolatum legimus, quo 


fervile excufari poffet obfequium, quod, pofthabita codicum 
fuorum auctoritate, inter quos aliquot ipfa yetuftatis {pecie 


zene adorandos fuiffe narrat, Erafmo aliisve editoribus pre- 
#titit.’ P. xviii. 


The text of Stephens’s edition has been cried up from an 
idle perfuafion that the {purious paflage in 4 John, Vv. 7, 1S vine 
dicated by its authority ; though it is evident that feveral.of 
his manufcripts are now extant, and in thefe manufcripts the 
verfe is not to be feen. But let us hear our author— 


‘ Hactenus de editidne ac codicibus Stephani. Plenius 
enim hee pertractare nos oportuit, quia funt, qui pfeudoio- 
annei de tribus in ccelo teftibus carminis amore eo ufque abripi 
fe patiantur, ut omnes Stephanicos codices dudum interiifle 
audacter pronuntient. Cum enim codices grecos hodie fu- 
perttites caule fu adverfari cernant, deperditos libros com- 
miniicuntur, et hoc quafi {pectro criticis, qui ab omnibus Ste- 
phani grecis codicibus eque ac a noftris carmen iftud ab- 
fuifle contendunt, terrorem incutere vaniffimo conatu fat- 
agunt. Preterea. Stephani, quem falli nefcium nec in adpo- 
nendis figlis fuis criticis ulli errori obnoxium fuiffe fingunt, 
defenfionem in fe fufcipiunt, ipfiusque editionem fummis lau- 
dibus extollunt, viros autem doctos, qui Robertum neégotio, 


quod fibi impofuerat, negligenter perfunctum efie common- 
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ftrarunt et ad. codices ab illo adhibitos provocarunt, caridore 
chriftianaque Ccaritate deftitutos effe, ac taliay que pudendam 
debilitatem (a: /Lameful debility) prodant, adverfus Stephanum 
effutivifle caufantur.’ Oper igitur pretium erat curare, ut 
etiam(fi.imprudentibus illis Stephani admiratoribus errorem al- 
tifime mentibus inherentemevellere non poilimus, (neque 
enim hoc, in quo:poft Wetftenium Porfonus fruftra jam labo- 
ravit, effecturos nos effe {peramus,) alios tamen a preconcepta 
opinione, ne fe ceccis dacibus. committant, prohibeamus.’ 
P. XXX. | 


On the origin of the text in prefent ufe, our author, after an 
ample inveftigation of the merits of different editors, fums up 
his opinion (an opinion confirmed by every day’s inquiry on 
our part).in the following words— 


* Liceat jam tribus verbis recepti textus genealogiam repe- 
tere. . Editiones recentiores fequuntur Elfevirianam; hee 
compilata eft ex editionibus Beze et Stephani tertia; Beza 
itidem exprefit Stephanicam tertiam, nonnullis tamen, pro 
lubitu fere ac abfque idonea auCtoritate, mutatis; Stephani 
tertia prefle fequitur Erafmicam quintam, pauciflimis tantum 
locis et Apocalypfi exceptis, ubi complutenfem Erafmice 
pretulit ; Erafmus vero textum, ut potuit, confticuit e codi- 
cibus pauciflimis et fatis recentibus, omnibus fubfidiis detti- 
tutus,. preter verfionem vulgatam interpolatam, et feripta 
nonnullorum, fed paucorum nec accurate editorum, patrum.’ 
P, XXXill. 

The author’s reafoning in the following part of the fe€tion 
is intended, we hope, for the meridian of Germany, not of 
England ; for there cannot be an Englifhman, who, being 
convinced of the faultinefs of the prefent text, does not think 
that the exertions of every perfon to remedy fuch a griev+ 
ance are objects of the higheft praife, not of cenfure. 

In the fecond fection is defcribed the plan purfued in pre- 
paring this edition. Our limits do not-permit us to dilate on 
this fubje€t to the full extent of our wifhes; but from a part, 
a tolerable eftimate of the whole may be formed-- 


© Equidem preftiti, quod potui. Ur vero leétiones nota-. 
biles omnes exhiberet fylloge mea, fed ar€tiflimo quo fieri 
poflet coagmentatas fpatio, ratione jam uberius defcribenda 
efficere ftudui: nulflam neglexi variarum lectionum collectio- 
ném, fed ex omnibus decerpfi, que notatu haud indigna éxt/li- 
marem. Diligenter excufli editionem Novi ‘Teftamenti Mil- 
lianam, Rengelianam, Werftenianam, Matthzianam, Alte- 
rianam, Birchianam. Preterea iis, etiam ufus fum, que ad 
augendum dpparatum criticum contulerunt Knittelius, Tref- 

rs . | chovius, 
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chovius, Doederleinius, Michaelis, Eichhornius, »Matthai, 
Georgius, aliique. Porro codicum alexandrini et cantabrigi- 
enfis apographa, typis jam exfcripta, denuo examinavi, per- 
peram a Wetftenio prolata correxi, omiflaque fupplevi. Hifce 
omnibus addidi denique, quz ipfe olim, cum anglicanas. gal- 
ficanasque bibliothecas adire mihi liceret, collegeram. Vere 
fionum vetuftarum lectiones excitavi e Millio, Bengelie atque 
Wetftenio, collatis tamen iis, que Bodius, Storrius, Whitius, 
Adlerus, Woidius, Munterus, Georgius et alii fuppeditarunt, 
haud paucis etiam e propria obfervatione five additis five cor- 
reétis. Verfionum armenice et flavonicz novis collationibus 
‘uti mihi licuit, quas humaniflime mecum communicarunt 
Bredenkampius et Dobrowfkius, quibus viris permultum fe 
debere leGtores fciant. Leétiones vulgatz atque codicum quj 
antiquifimam tranflationem latinam, qualis ante Hieronymi 
emendationem fuerat, fiftunt, curate excerpfi e Sabatierio et 
Blanchinio, nec neglexi fupplementa a Dobrowfkio, Altero, ~ 
Sanftlio, aliisve prolata. Tandem patrum allegationes defumfi 
quidem e Millii, Bengelii, Wetftenii itemque Matthei edi- 
tionibus, et quod ad latinos attinet e Sabaticrio; verum haud 
pauca ab his pretermifla ipfe addidi. In primis vero leCtiones 
in _grecis Origenis operibus occurrentes, diligenter a me col- 
Je€tas, fedulo notavi. Compleéctitur ergo mea editio fummam 
eorum omnium, quz a tot viris doctis ad eruenduny textum 


Novi Teft. genuinum incredibili labore colleéta funt, et per 
got volumina adhuc fuerunt difperfa.’ Pp. li | 


In the third fection is given a confpectus of the principal 
rules of criticifm obferved in this edition. Our readers, doubt 
Jefs, remember the rules given in the former edition ; fome of 
which, from their brevity, gave offence to little minds, trem- 
bling at a word,and incapable of forming an enlarged opinion 
upon fuch a fubjeét. ‘Thefe rules are here explained at full 
length; and fuch reafons are given for each, as will fatisfy 
every critic af the neceflity of obeying thefe or fimilar ones, 
not only in a work like the prefent, but in every edition of an 
ancient author. Criticifm 1s common fenfe applied to a pars 
ticular fubject: but men muft pay fome attention to the fub- 
je@t, or as common fenfe will be mifapplied. Unfortu- 
nately, numberle{s weak men think themfelves competent to 
judge of the New Teftament, without confidering, that, before 
they apply their common fenfe to decide upon the value of an 
edition, they fhould have fome notion of a manui{cript, fome 
knowledge of the mode of copying and printing, and fome 
litcle. acquaintance with the Greek language and ancient au- 
thors. dn all thefe refpects we have met with many arguers 

the New Teftament, either in the original, or a tranflation, 
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fadly. deficient} and-to them particularly we recommend this 
fection.as.a-proper-cure for their errors. 

In the fourth fection, the method purfued in compiling the 
text is defcribed. With this our readers are acquainted from 
the former edition. 

The fifth fe€tion fhows the difference between this and the 
former edition. This confifts'in various improvements in the 
text aad notes,—im removing the double readings ufed in the 
former edition;—in bringing forward new readings,—corre@- 
ing.errors of punétuation, &c. and other articles, to be cx~ 
pected from the induftry and learning of the editor, 

In. the fixth fection is the:explanation of the marks ufedy 
inthis edition, which are fimilar to thofe employed in the: 
former; and 

In the feyenth fection is-a very valuable catalogue of manu~ 
{cripts, confiderably enlarged from that given in the former 
edition; to which is. added a catalogue of the Slavoniate 
manuferipts communicated by Dobrowiki. 

Qn. ‘this part: of the work it is needlefs. for!us to fpicak 
much: the public is well acquainted with the merits of the 
editor; and every thing here advanced by him is worthy of cri- 
tical attention. On the text and notes we fhall defer at pre- 
fent any particular remarks, as-we hope feoito have an op- 
portunity of refuming this fubjeCt, on the appearance of x 
fecond volume; by which:time alfo we’ fhall be abie to: form a 
more accurate eftimate of what has been performed in, thisy 
and, remains to be performed in future editions of the New 
Teftament. ‘There was-one thing which {truck us in the a 
pearance of the page. From the paper being fo much better 
than that to which the Germans are in general accuftomed, 
and their ignorance probably of preparing it fufficiently for 
the prefs, there. is. an inequality in the,colour, of the letters, 
fome having the full and perfect black, others being very pale, 
and, in a few places where {mall letters aré ufed, requiring: am 
effort of the eyes to diftinguifh them.:,;Fhe latter failingsis 
very feldom the cafe; but when we compare this with the 
former edition, fuch: failings difappear, and its fuperiority is 
beyond comparifon. 

‘We cannot difmifs this work, without commending it ftre« 
nuoutly to the two univerfities, and to the minifters-of every 
periuafion : 


Nodéturna verfate manu, verfate diurna, 
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Effai Fiftorique, Politique, et Moral, fur les Réwolutions. av- 


ciennes et modernes, confidérées dans leurs: bs dal aver la 
Réwvolution Frangoife. Londres. © | 


Hiiftorica’, Political, and Moral Effay, on angient- and .moders 
Revolutions, confidered with a particular View.to the Er euch 


Revolution... 8ve. De Boffe.. 1797. 9)... nies 


+HE extradtdinary fevolution, in ‘France naturally’ turned 
the attention of the ftudious part of mankind’ to foriver’ 
political changes ; and comparifons were traced, -or conttalt¢ 
difcovered.:’ The annals of Greece and Rome were re-exl 
plored, and’ the pages of modern hiftory wete‘eagerly éon- 
fulted. The progrefs of the republic of Athens was found 
to comprehend fome parallel circumftances: the rife of ‘the 
Roman commonwealth was perceived to Ge fimilar, chieflyin 
@ general view; and, in a furvey of more recent revolutidns, 
thofe of Holland and North-America were regarded as ‘confi 
derably different. A lets degree. of diffimilitude was obferved 
in-the cafe of England, not only with regard to the murdérof 
the! monarch,’ but in the °confideration of the ‘prevalence of 
ruffians over the firft leaders of the party which oppofed — 
court. 

The author of this piece (a French emigrant) profeffes to 
éxamine the remote as well as the: immediate caafes of ' the! 
different revolutions of which he ‘treats; the charaéters and 
views of ‘the parties ; 5 the ftaté of {ctence; morals; and focie- 
ty, at each period ; the caufes which.either extended or cit+- 
cumfcribed the influence of the refpective changes of govern 
ment; and, laftly, the refemblance or-difference betweeneach 
revolution and that of France. Of this: compreheative av 
only a part is yet executed. 

‘The firft revolation of which hest treats, is*that’ by whieh 
the Athenian governmeft became republican. This change 
he imputes, in the firft place, ‘to thar licentious fpirit oficom- 
motion, which, by gradually weakening the authority of the 
fovereign, had produced fuch irregularities’ as afforded ‘both 
a ground’ and an 6pportunity. of fubverting the monarchy 
fecondly, to the ambition of the higher ¢lafles; thirdly) \to 
‘thé increafe of the power of the “Annphiétyonic coaneil, 
which was, in fa€t; an imperium-tn imperio. He reprefents 
Athens as having enjoyed the moft democratic conititution 
that ever exifted. The French (he fays) afect to think that 
they have fuch a government ; but their democracy is only a 
fubmiffion to the wiil of two councils and a directory. “An 
oligarchy, indeed, may now be faid to fubfift in France. 


He compares the three parties which long diftracted the 
Athenian 
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Athenian a ftate, to.the jacobins, the ariftocrates, and the mo- 
deréz, of ‘the French;republic. At the head of the moft tur- 
bulent of the Greek factions, appeared the brave and accom- 
plifhed Pififtratus, whom Robelpierre refembled only in difli- 
mulation ; and the leader.of the moderate party was Mega- 
cles, to,whom Tallien may be compared for the verfatility of 
his, principles. 

Between the fchemes of the jacobins, and the regulations of 
Lycurgus, the. Spartan reformer, this writer obferves feveral 
. points..of . refemblance, ‘That legiflator, he fays, ‘ inftitut- 
ed public entertainments and clubs; banithed gold and the 
{ciences » ordered requifitions of perfons and property 5 made 
diftributions of land; and eftablifhed a community of chil- 
dren, and (in a great meafure) of wives. The jacobins, in 
imitation of thefe violent reforms, aimed at the annihilation 
of commerce and the extirpation.of learning ; formed plans 
of gymnafia, public: repafts, and clubs ; and. did not fcruple 
to command the marriage of virgins, or of the, young wives 
of emigrants, with men. whom they wifhed to avoid: they 
alfo madé¢-a practice of general requifition ; and prepared for 
the promulgation of agrarian laws: Here, however, the re- 
femblance ends. The Lacedaemonian fage left his country- 
men.in pofleffion of their gods, their kings, and. their popular 
aflemblies:, He did not, optrage all their rooted prejudices : 
he paid due regard to eftablifhments which were entitled to 
refpect ; and he did not profecute the work of reformation jj in 
the midft of wars, which are produétive of all kinds of im- 
morality... He undoubtedly had great difficulties to furmoyat, 
and was eyen under the aneceflity of having regourfe to, fome 
degree of violence :, but he did not, vt, citizens ,to death, to 
convince the people of, the efficacy of the new, laws.’ : 

The immediate effects. of republican . dey olutions. upon, the 
Greeks and the French, were, if his opinion, the following : 
an implacable hatred. to toyalty, the.moft determined courage 
in hattley and: the moft inflexible firmnefs, in adverbty, But 
an averfion to royalty was one of the cau/es of thofe revolue 
tions, rather than an effec? ; though it may be allowed, .that 
fuch hatred was augmented and confirmed ia the fequel. 

In treating of the influence which the revolations of Athens 
and Sparta had.on other nations, .he obferves, that Carthage 
was fecured againft the danger of political changes by the ex- 
cellence of -its conflitution. But Carthage was already a re- 
public ; and, therefore, the fubverfion of regal power was 
not calculated to affect that fate. 

As. ‘Carthage was circumftanced with refp ect to the Greek 
republics, fo is Great Britain (he thinks) with regard to 
France, This confideration has induced him to draw a paral- 
jel 
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lel between our kingdom and ‘the Carthaginian ftate. He rés 
prefents each as at once commercial and warlike, and as én 
joying a confiderable degree of freedom, notwithftanding the 
corruption of the fenate. The refemblance is not well traced 3 
and it feéms to have been chiefly introduced for an opportuni- 
ty of defcribing the ftate of parties in England from the time 
of the firft James, and of delineating the chareftéid of Mefirs. 
Fox and Pitt: To the latter of thefe ftatefmen he betrays z 
ftrong partiality; of which he appéars to be fo confcious, 
that he endeavours te remove the fufpicion of it, in a mannet 
which only renders it more evident. 

In the progrefs of his refearches, he traces the influence of 
Grecian fentiments; as extending even to the wilds of Scy- 
thia, and corrupting the fimple manners of the people. He 
exhibits three ages of the Scythian ftate, as well as of thé 
Swifs nation. In the firft of thefe periods, purity of morals, 
firmnefs of character, and the moft unreferved franknefs and 
fincerity, prevailed among both thefe communities ; but their 
Vittues had fome fhades of difference. The former; who led 
a paftoral life, cherifhed’ liberty for the general fatisfaction 
which it afforded; while the latter, who practifed agriculture, 
loved freedom for the fake of their property. The character 
of the Scythians bordered on primitive fimplicity : the Swifs 
had advanced one ftep nearer to the confines of vice.—The 
fécond age was that which was diftinguifhed, among the Scy- 
thians, by the attempts of Anatharfis for the removal of their 
barbarifm ; but the philofophy which he imbibed in Greece 
ferved only to corrupt his countrymen. In the fame manner; 
the introduction of arts and literature tended, atcording to 
this writer, to diminith the virtue of the Swifs—-The third 
petiod was that which difplayed the two nations in a corrupt 
ftate; temperate im their appetites, and mercenary in their 
difpofitions.. - 3 

Aftet a réview of other ftates, we are ptefented with a re- 
entation of the Perfian empire, in which (it is faid) * ci- 
vilifation had perhaps made greater progrefs; at the time of 
the abolition of monarchy in Greece, than in any other part 
of the world.” Some points of fimilitude are found between 
that flourifhing ftate and the German empire of modern times; 
and, in the war between the Athenians and the Perffans, an 

analogy to the prefent war is difcoveréd. | 
Miltiades and Dumouriez are compared, both'in their cha- 
taéters and.in the treatment which they received from their 
tingrateful countrymen, after their refpeCtive victories at Ma- 
fathon and Gemappe. Xerxes and the emperor Francis are 
feprefented as equally obftinate ; but the latter claims a -pre- 
ference in point of perfonal courage. The obftinacy of his 
imperial 
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imperial majefty is fufficiently apparent ; but his partifans call 
it a laudable firmnefs and an heroic perfeverance ; while thofe 
who are unfriendly to the confederacy in which. he is engaged, 
term it a blind and fenfelefs pertinacity. 

The condu& of the king of Pruffia is juftly ftigmatifed by 
a comparifon with that of Alexander, king of Macedon (not 
Alexander the Great), who betrayed both parties during the 
war, and facrificed his honour and confcience to his avarite 
and ambition. wobbn 

The fecond part of the volume compreliends a variety of 
difcuflions, which are not very fkilfully arranged or conne&- 
ed. ‘The tyranny of the four hundred Athenians in the time 
of Alcibiades, and that of the thirty citizens who ruled the 
{tate by the appointment of the Liacedzemonian conquerors, 
readily fuggefted to our inveftigator the confideration of the 
inhuman {way of thofe oppreflors who, for fome years, enflav- 
ed the French by the terrors of the guillotine. Making a tranf- 
ition to Syracufe, he dwells on the hiftory of Dionyfius the 
Younger; he then produces a chapter on the fubject of mis- 
fortune in general; and this is followed by an account of the 
melancholy fate of Agis, the Lacedezmonian king, whom the 
ephori unjuftly condemned to death. Of the triumvirate of 
unfortunate princes, Agis, Charles I. and Louis XVI, he re- 
marks, that the firft had mote of the philofopher, the fecond 
more of the king, the*third more of the private man, than 
either of the others. To each of the three he attributes 
moderation and fincerity; but it cannot be faid with truth; 
that-Charles was fincere; nor was his government diftinguifh- 
ed by moderation. 7 

e afterwards takes a view of the progtefs, decline, and 
revival of philofophy; treats of the influence which the opi- 
nions of philofophers had in promoting the fubmiflion of the 
Greeks to the yoke of Macedonian royalty, and, on the con- 
trary, in forwarding the republican revolution of France; 
traces the rife and fall of polytheifm, and the eftablifhment 
and decline of Chriftianity; examines the prefent ftate of the 
clergy in England and other countries ; makes fome recapitu- 
latory obfervations ; and clofes the volume (to our great fur- 
prife) with a relationof the events and refleCtions of a night 
which he paffed with a party of favages, in the courfe-of an 
American peregrination. 

This writer, while he affeéts fome degree of method, is 
defultory and irregular. He feems to lofe himfelf in the im- 
menfity of his fubjelt; and; as he promifes a very copious 
work, we are apprehentfive that it will be a heap of confufion 
+a chaos of indigeftion. 


App. Vou. XIX. New Arr, Mm Voyage 






a 








( 498 } 


Voyage Philofophique et Pittore/que en Angleterre et en France; 
fatten V7 90; fuivi dun Effai fur ? Hiftoire des Arts.dans la 
Crande- Bretagne. Par George Forfier, Pun.des Compagnons 
de Cook ; traduit de [ Allemand, avec des Notes critiques fur 
Ja Politique; la Littérature et les Arts, par Charles Pougens: 
Orné de 10 Planches gravées en’Taille-douce. Svo. Paris. 


A Philofophical and Pifturefque Tour through England and 
France. in 1790, with an Effay towards the Hiftory of the 
Arts in Great Britain. By George Forfier. Svo. Js. Od. 
fewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1795. 


THE author of this work is well known as a companion of 

captain Cook. From his acquaintance with’the Englith 
language and with 2a number of our countrymen, and from 
the tour he made in this ifland, he was well qualified to form 
a good eftimate of our privileges, cuftoms, and manners. 
The work is intended for Dercignaiees and confequently many 
things are detailed at length, which will be little interefting to. 
an Englith reader. But where he fpeaks of our cuftoms, 
in contraft with thofe of his own country (Germany), if he 
does not deal fo much in rhapfody, nor flatters our national 
pride to fo great an extent as many of his countrymen, he 
prefents to us a faithful picture, from which we may learn to 
correct the faults natural to us as iflanders. We will prefent 
to our readers a few extracts, from which they may form fome 
judgment of the author’s ftyle and impartiality. 


The Englifh are naturally benevolent, endued with fenfi+ 
bility, at the fame time harfh and. rude in their manners, and 

iven to fenfuality. Hence their dramatic writings abound 
equally with fublimity, fprightlinefs, and indecency. The 
propriety to which the French are flaves, does not permit 2 
word in public to fhock the moft delicate ear ; and their wo- 
men have that eafe and freedom, that foftnefs of manners, 
which makes their company fo dear to every chafte heart, to 
every cultivated mind. ‘They can, without a breach of the 
rules of decency, repeat in private every thing which they 
have heard in public. 

‘ The Englifh, in general, have very little refpe& for the 
fair fex, either in public or private. Very often there is great 
indecency in their common converfation, and their women are 
obliged to hear many words which they cannot’ decently re- 

eat ; hence they become referved, cold, diftant, and formal. 
he education of the Englifh is by no means calculated to 
form both the heart and the judgment. They are, in gene- 


ral, but of moderate genius; and they have ao rules of beha- 
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yiour univerfally acknowledged. Always grofs, never deli- 
cate; little attentive, either to themfelves or others; oftém 
awkward, and embarrafled:in good company, they feem to be: 
out of their places near a modeft woman. The Englith live 
too little in company, and prefer clubs without women, be-: 
caufe in them they are unreftrained ; and this accu(ftoms them 
to be ftill lefs attentive to the women. On the other fide, 
when the heart, or, to fpeak better, their fenfes, are really en- 
gaged, as foon as love takes poffeflion of them, they get rid of 
this ferocity, and are more open and poflefs greatet fenfibility,: 
than the men of other nations.’ | 


This ‘oper: of ourfelves is not very flattering: and to be fo 
painted by a German, who can bear it? Anfwer then, Mr. 
Englifhman—Can you go into any company almoft in Eng- 
land, where the company of the women is not eafily difpenfed 
with foon after dinner? and is it advantageous to either party 
to be fo long feparate from each other ? } ' 

We were forry to read the author’s account of the maps. 
defigned for Cook’s voyage. The drawings and obfervations 
were made.with great accuracy by captain ‘Bligh. 


‘ Thefe were depofited at the admiralty, and Mr. Roberts 
was commiflioned ‘to unite the charts, that they might be an- 
nexed to the voyages; but as this gentleman got the command 
of a cuftom-houfe cutter, he found it more to his advantage 
to chafe the fmugglers, than to make charts for navigation. 
This culpable negligence was the caufe of frequent delays in 
the work; and the admiralty was obliged to interpofe again its 
commands to bring it to a conclufion. In fhort, a bad gene- 
ral chart; and fome particular charts moderately exact, are 
the abortive fruits of a labour finifhed with too great precipi+ 
tation. Captain Bligh declares that there are many effential 
differences between the original defigns and the printed 
charts.’ , 


Our dinners do not pleafe this traveller, nor our cuflom of 
drinking till tea is ready. He fays that we fit very ftupidly 
round the table to eat, and does not give us credit for the hof- 
pitality which is fuppofed to be one of our characteritties. 

‘ The Englith boaft’ (fays he) ‘ of their hofpitality, and 
fay that their country is the moft hofpitable in the world: 
Strangers, on the contrary, complain of Englifh travellers, 
even of thofe who have met with the beft reception abroad. 
When a foreigner comes into England, and is invited to din- 
ner, this boafted hofpitality confifts in carrying him to a ta- 
vern, where his reckoning comes up to half a guinea or a gui- 
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© T ufed at.firft»to laugh at this capricious cuftom ; but ort 
reflexion, I find fome grounds for confidering it in a different 

int'of view. 1. The Englifh are certainly very hofpitable 
to thofe who are recommended to people living in the coun- 
try. .2. An invitation to dine m a tavern is more common 
in England ‘than in any other country; becaufe a great many 
people do not keep houfe, and take their meals ufually at a 
tavern. 3. Some think that their guefts will be better pleafed 
by ani invitation to dine where they may be at their eafe, and 
alk for what they like, than to be carried to a private houfe, 
where they muft fubmit to the tafte of the mafter.’ 


‘ On the other hand, the author is delighted with the atten- 
tion of our inns, which is a perfect contraft to the negligence 
and indolence abroad; and he thinks too that a degree of re- 
finement in our manners is taking place, which he attributes 
to the general circulation of newfpapers, and to the good fenfé 
which, notwithflanding our prejudices and paflions, forms a 
confiderable part of our character. “The cuftom of children 
going without ftockings* he reprobates, and conceives that we’ 
may owe the frequency of the gout to this habit: the fubjec¥’ 
deferves confideration. ‘The education at Eton receives a cen-. 
fure, in which we heartily join with him. —_‘ Eton fchool is om 
the other fide ofthe river, a Gothic building, like a monatte-: 
ry» In:this obfcure retreat, the choice of the Englifh youth 
is educated. What edocation! Is it pofhible that children 
born free fhould' bend wnder fuch an iron yoke? Here is to 
be feen, in its full extent, the horrible tyranny exercifed by 
the gréat over the little boys.’ 

+ The inequality in our reprefentation is properlyexpofed in 
the author’s account of Birmingham. 


‘ This inequality in the right of choofing their reprefenta- 
tives Tras been fo often objected to the Englifh, that it.is, ufe- 
lefs to wafte time on fuch a fubje&. Ignorance alone can 
confider any government, at prefent, as the maiter-piece of 
human wifdom, fince they are all the effet of chance. The 
author of a work entitled * The prefent State of Birmingham,’ 

retends that the want of repredentation is a great advantage 
to the manufaCtures of this town, for the workman is not dif- 
turbed in his employment by the fpirit of party, and by the 
peooor neceflarily brought on by elections. O men! O Li- 
ertyd Such reafoning might come well from an inhabitant of 


Aix-la Chapelle, who had. tranfplanted into England. all his 
feudal ideas, and the extinguifhing principles of German cor- 
porations ; but the philofopher who confiders how far certain 
mechanical profeflions brutalife the foul, knows how nece¢fia- 
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ry this political electricity is to reftore man to the dignity of 
his nature.’ : 


The German is right: and in oppofition to the foolifh ar- 
gument on the quiet of the manufacturers, we muft obferve 
that Birmingham and Manchefter, the two greateft manufac- 
turing and unreprefented towns in England, have been, dur- 
ing the laft five or fix years, more difgraced by the fpirit of 
party, than any two other towns, great or {mall, in the king- 
dom. | . ' 

On his vifit to Oxford, our author makes a remark, which 
is excufable only in a man who has travelled much on the 
continent. He took our ftudents for the faithful difciples of 
Loyola, fuch as he had feen them at Wilna in Poland; and 
farther inquiry could not, it feems, convince him that there 
was a very material difference between the two bodies. On 
the drefs of Oxford he obferves— 


* The manner of drefling is not.a matter of fuch indiffe- 
rence as people imagine : fam of opinion that it is very nearly 
connected with laws, cuftoms, religions, and political inftitu- 
tions, whofe irrefiftible influence forms, if I may fo exprefs 
myfelf, the wrinkles on charaéter which time cannot eiface. 
We {peak with admiration in Germany, on the monkith regu- 
larity of the Englifh univerfities, either becaufe we know little 
of it, or becaufe we know not the vices of their conftitution, 
and of the {pirit by which they are governed. ‘ 

¢ The laws againft catholics are fo fevere, that they are not 
executed; yet there is not courage to repeal them. ‘The 
Englifh nation is the only one, perhaps, which is fo blindly 
attached to its ancient forms; becaufe, perhaps, it thinks its 
political exiftence depending on them. ‘Tell them that the 
abolition of a fingle law again the catholics is dangerous, 
the populace inftantly rifes; and fcenes, partly bloody, partly 
ridiculous, fuch as thofe in lord, George Gordon's time, 
are renewed. ; 

* The difcipline of the colleges of Oxford is fo trifling and 
fevere, that the ftudents experience extreme reftraint in little 
bagatelles, though at bottom they enjoy more liberty than in the 
univerfities of Germany : and England fhould rejoice at it ; for 
the leffons which they give each other are more profitable to 
them, than all their college leQures. In my opinion, he who 
teaches his pupil:to know only that which belongs to h g fu- 
ture rank in the world, deferves very little of philofophy. 
Now all the fyftems of education, inftituted and conducted 
by priefts, have in general, this ufelefs end only in view. The 
ftudents of rank and fortune eat at a feparate table, and have 
alone the right of ufing the college library. Happily for, this 
m 3 poor 
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poor privileged order, they are very few in number; giving 
way to the irrefiftible want of company, they wang ree 
rt 


nounce their ridiculous fuperiority. ‘The. greater pa thefe 
abfurdities is a neceflary confequence of the genius of monk- 
ery and the fpirit of the court of Rome, both always favour- 
able to defpotifm, I might add that this fort of education 
probably contributes to increafe the attachment to religious 
prejudices, which diftinguifhes the Englith from other nations 
in Rooter: For myfelf, I cannot conceive how a young man 
can avoid the extremes of fuperftition or impiety, who is ob- 
liged, for eight years together, to be four times a day upon 
his knees in a college chapel,’ 


It is evident that our author was not very minute in his 
inquiries. In moft colleges they go only twice a day to cha- 
pel; and the majority of the ftudents refide only three years 
and a half in the univerfities. From the extraéts given, our 
readers will fee that the writer ufes his own judgment; and 
nothing can be more ufeful to a nation, than to fee the re- 
marks of an impartial foreigner on its laws, cuftoms, and in- 
ftitutions. 
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Salomon Geffner, Von Fohann Fakob Hottinger. Ziirich. 


‘The Life of Geffner. By F. ¥. Hottinger. Small Bvo. Im- 
ported by Efcher. 1797. 


G ESSNER is moftly known in this country by his Death of 

~~" Abel; in France his Idylles were received with greater — 
rapture; in Switzerland he was idolifed. ‘We fhould not, 
newt had he lived in England, have given him a place in the 

igher order of our poets; but his rank in the next clafs would 
certainly have been very refpectable. -The writer of his life 
hardly agrees with us in this mode of eftimating his he- 
ro’s character: the Swifs, as well as Germans, .are not very 
moderate in their praifes; and as they but lately have: begun to 
make a figure in the world of tafte and belles lettres, we muft 
make allowances for their gratitude to the perfons to whom 
both nations are fo much indebted, 

Solomon Geffner was born at Ziirich, on the firlt of April, 
1730. In his youth he gave no fymptoms of his future. great- 
nefs. At leaft his parents and his teachers faw none; and 
Simler, a man of fome learning, was not able to raife the 
hopes of the father, when he affured him that the boy had 
talents, which, though now hid, would -fooner or later fhow 
themfelves, and exalt him far above his fchool-fellows. - 
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he made folitt'e progrefs.at Zurich, he was fent to Berg, and 
.put under the care'of a clergyman, where retirement, and the 
picturefque fcenery around him, laid the foundation for the 
change of his chara&ter. After a two years’ refidence at Berg, 
he returned home to his father, who was a bookfeller at Zu- 
tich, and whofe hop was reforted to by fuch men of genius as 
were then in that city. Here his poetical talents in fome 
flight degree difplayed themfelves,—better than might be ex- 

ected ‘from a lad. of nineteen, but not fufficiently to deter 
his father from fending him to Berlin, in the year 1749, to 
qualify him for his own bufinefs. Here the young poet was 
employed in packing and unpacking,—on the outlide rather than 
the infide.of books. This mode of life difpleafedhim. He 
ran away from his mafter, hired a chamber to himfelf; and 
his parents, according to the ufual mode in fuch cafes, thought 
to bring him to his fenfes by with-holding the fupplies. Geil- 
ner, relolved to be independent, fhut himfelf upin his cham- 
ber, and after fome weeks went to his friend Hempel, a cele- 
brated artift, whom he requefted to return with him to his 
lodgings. ‘The apartment was covered with frefh landfcapes, 
which our young hero had painted with fweet oi!, and by 
which he hoped to make his fortune. The fhrugging up of 
the fhoutders of his friend concluded with an affurance, that, 
though his works were not likely to be held in high eftimation 
in their prefent ftate, very great expectations might be raifed 
from them, if he continued for ten years with equal applica- 
tion. 

Fortunately for our young artift, his parents relented, and 
he was permitted to fpend his time as he liked at Berlin. 
Here he formed acquaintance with artifts and men of letters. 
Kraufe, Hempe!, Ramler, Sulzery; were his companions. 
Ramler was his friend, from the finenefs of whofe ear and 
tafte he derived the greateft advantages. With much difli- 
dence he prefented to Ramler fome of his compofitions: but 
every verfe and every word were criticifed, and very few could 
pafs through the fiery trial. ‘Che Swifs diale€t, he found at 
laft, was the obftacle in his way; and the exertions requifite 
to fatisfy the delicacy of a German ear, would be excctfive. 
Ramler advifed him to clothe. his thoughts in harmonious 
profe; this counfel he followed : and the anecdote may be of 
ufe in Britain, where many a would-be poet is probably ham- 
mering at a verle, which, from the circumitances of his birth 
and education, he can never make agreable to the ear of 
tafte. : 

From Berlin Geffner went to Hamburgh, with letters of . 
recommendation to Hagedorn ; but he chole to make himfelf 

acquainted with him at a coffee-houfe, before the letters were 
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delivered. A clofe'intimacy followed ; and he had the advan. 
tages of the literary fociety which Hamburgh at that time 
afforded. ‘Thence he returned home with his tafte much re- 
fined; and, fortunately for him, he came back when his coun- 
trymen were in fome degree capable of enjoying his future 
works. Had he produced them twenty years before, his 
Daphnis would have been hiffed at as immoral, his Abel would 
have been preached againft as profanation. | 

This period may be called the Auguftan age of Germany. 
Klopftock, Ramler, Kleift, Gleim, Utz, Lefling, Wieland, 
Rabener, were refcuing their country from the farcafms of 
the great Frederic. Klopftock paid about this time a vifit to 
Zirich, and fired every breaft with poetical ardour. He had 
fcarce left the place, when Wieland came ; ‘and by both our 
hero was well received. After a few anonymous compofitions, 
he tried his genius on a fubje& which was ftarted by the ac- 
cidental perufal of the tranflation of Longus ; and his Daphnis 
was improved by the remarks of his friend Hirzel, the author 
of the Ruftic Socrates. Daphnis appeared, firft without a 
name, in the year 17543 it was followed in 1756 by Inkle and 
Yariko; and Gefiner’s reputation was fpread in the fame year 
over Germany and Switzerland by his paftorals; His brother 
poets acknowledged the merit of thefe light compofitions, as 
they were pleafed to call them, but conceived their author to 
be incapable of forming a grander plan, or PE at the dig- 
nity of heroic poetry. ‘To thefe critics he foon after oppofed 
his Death of Abel. : 

In 1762; he colleéted his poems in four volumes, in which 
were fome new pieces that had never before made their ap- 
pearance in public. In 1772, he produced his fecond volume 
of paftorals, with fome letters on landfcape painting. Thefe 
met with the moft favourable reception in France, where they 
were tranflated and imitated, as they were alfo, though with 
Jefs fuccefs, in Italy and England. 

Hitherto we have confidered Geffner only as a poet; he 
was alfo an artift. ‘Till his thirtieth year, painting was only 
an accidental amufement; but at that time he became ac- 
quainted with Heidegger, a man of tafte, whofe colle&ion of 
paintings and engravings was thus thrownopentohim. The 
daughter made an impreflion on him; but the circumftances 
of the lovers were not favourable to an union, till, through 
the activity and fricndfhip of the burgomafter Heidegger, and 
Hirzel, he was enabled to accomplifh his wifhes. How were 
the married couple to live? The pen would not afford a vety 

ood maintenance in England; ftill lefs in Switzerland. ‘The 


poet had too much fpirit to be dependent on others; and he 
deter- 
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determined. to purfue the arts no longer.as an amufement, byt 
as the means of procuring a livelihood. | 

Painting and engraving alternately filled that time which 
was not occupied with poetry; and in thefe arts, if he did 
not arrive at the greateft eminence, he was diftinguifhed by 
that fimplicity, that elegance, that fingularity, which are the 
charaéteriftics of his poetry.. His wife was not idle: befides 
the care of her houfe and the education of her children, 
for which no one was better qualified, the whole burther of 
the fhop (for our poet was bookfeller as well as poet, en- 
gtaver, and painter) was laid upon her fhoulders. | 

In his manners, Geffner was cheerful, lively, and at times 
playful; fond of his wife, fond of his children. He had no 
pretenfions to learning, yet he could read the Latin poets in 
the original; and of the Greek he preferred the Latin tranf- 
lations to the French. In his early years, he led either a fo- 
litary life, oreconfined himfelf to men of tafte and literature: 
as’ he grew older, he accuftomed himfelf to general converfa- 
- tion; and in his later years his houfe was the centre point of 
the men of the firft rank for talents or fortune in Zurich. 
Here they met twice a week, and formed a converfazione of a 
kind feldom if ever to be met with in great cities, and very 
rarely in any place. The politics of England deftroy fuch 
meetings in London, where the Sunday evening aflembly of 
beft refort may be compared rather to the confufion and in- 
fignificance of a woman’s route, than to the refort of genius, 
tafte, and literature. Geffner, with his friends, enjoyed that 
fimplicity of manners, which makes fociety agreeable ; and in 
his rural refidence in the fummer, a little way. out of town, 
they brought back the memory almoft of the golden age. 

Geffner died of an apoplexy on the fecond of March, 1788, 
leaving a widow, three children, and a fifter, behind. His 
youngeit fon was married to a daughter of his father’s friend, 
Wieland. His fellow citizens have erected a ftatue in memory 
of him, in his favourite walk on the banks of the Limmot, 
where it meets the 6ihl. 

The work before’ us, which has fupplied us with the above 
materials, is well written in general. The author labours ra- 
ther too much in his ftyle, and is occupied more in the critique 
of his hero’s works, than in the events of his life. The cri- 
tiques are good, and the work is a valuable addition to Ger- 
man biography. . 
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Di PI fluence des Paffions fur le Bonheur des Individus et des 
_ Nations. Par Madame la Baronne Stael de Holftcin. Pre- 


miere Partie. Laufanne. 


Of the Influence of the Paffions npon the Happinefs of Tniloi- 
duals and of Nations. By the Barone/s Stael. Firft Part. 
8v0. §s. fewed. Imported: by De Boffe. 1796. 


He paffions have fo ftrong an influence over all human 
beings, that private happinefs, as well as public profpe- 
rity, re confiderably depend on the mode of their opera- 
tion. The ingenious baronefs treats this fubje& methodi- 
cally, apd thus arranges her np pr oeee The firft fe&ion 
of this volume treats fucceflively of the effect of each pailion 
upon human happinefs : the fecond analyfes the conneétion of 
particular affections with paflion or with reafon ; and the third 
ftates the refources which we find in ourfelves, and which are 
independent of chance or the will of others. ‘The remainder 
of the work will relate to the operation of the paflions in a 
political view. 

The love of glory is the firft pafion of which our authorefs 
treats. Its movements, fhe obferves, may be traced im the pri- 
mitive nature of man; but it is only in extended fociety that 
jt acts with full force; a remark which is fo obvious as to ‘be 
wholly unneceffary. After a difplay of the emotions and ef- 
fects of an eager thirft of fame, fhe fpeaks of her father (the 
celebrated Necker) as one who has acquired more glory than 
any individual of the prefent age. She properly diftinguithes 
this paflion from ambition, as power is the great object of the 
latter, which is therefore lefs noble and dignified than the 
other, and more confiftent with mediocrity of talents. 

Vanity is reckoned among the paffions by this writer; but 
it feems to be rather afentiment than a paflion. She ridicules 
the folly of extravagant felf-love ; and is particularly fevere 
upon the vanity of her own fex. 

Of love, the baronefs {peaks feelingly; and fhe confiders 
it as the fource of the greateft happinefs, as well as of the 
greateft mifery, which can befall mankind. To avoid the lat- 
ter contingency, fhe does not icruple to recommend fuicide; 
but, in that extreme cf romantic weakne(s, none of her read- 
ers, we dare fay, will follow her advice. Se ey 

Avarice, intemperance, the love of gaming, envy, and re- 
venge, are fuperficia'ly difcuffed. Remarks on the fpirit of 
party follow; and the inflexible bigotry and blind zeal of this 


propenfity are not ill defcribed and exemplified. The love ~ 
wick- 
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wickednefs is reprefented.as a paffion; and the reafonsafligned 
for placing it in fuch a ftation, are thefe— 


* Other pafflions lead.to criminal excefles;\but, when rd 
have driven a perfon to a certain point of criminality, the ef- 
feet becomes a caufe; and wickednefs, which was at firft the 
meatis, is afterwards the‘end or aim. This horrible {tate re- 
quires fone explanation. ‘T'wo circumftances contribute to 
retain mankind in fubjetion to the fway of morality; name- 
ly, public a and felf-efleem. ‘T’here are many exam- 
ples of a defiance of the former, connected with a regard for 
the latter. The difpofition, in that cafe, takes 'a tinge of af- 
perity and mifanthropy, to the exclufion of many good ac- 
tions which an individual would be inclined to perform for the 
reward of general approbations without the extinétion, how- 
ever, of thofe virtuous fentiments which: prompt to the dif- 
charge of the chief duties of life. ‘But, when a perfon has 
difcarded all principle, and all idea of confcience or moral 
obligation, a kind of fever arifes in the blood, which creates 
an urrefiftible paffion for the perpetration of flagitious deeds.” 


The baronefs allows that a wretch of this defcription has, 
in general, fome obje& in view; but his mind (the adds) is 
in fuch a ftate of diftraction, that he lofes fight of the pur- 
pofe which he would with to effeét, and hurries on to frefh_ 
acts of iniquity, more from wantonnefs than from any iJea of 
intereft ; as wild beafts, even when they are not inftigated by 
the cravings of appetite, will occafionally wreak their cruelty 
on other animals. 

The fentiments or affeCtions which poffefs an intermediate 
ftate between paffions and the-refources of the mind, are faid 
to be thefe; religion, friendfhip, parental, conjugal, and filial 
regard. Religion is confidered by our female moralift as 
a natural and heaven-born gift, wholly independent of the 
will. In this particular, fhe agrees with the methodifts, who 
deny that any perfon can he truly religious without the gift © 
of the divine grace. 

With refpect to the refources which we find in ourfelves, 
no ftriking remarks are offered. A fpirit of philofophy, and 
the practice of virtue and humanity, are obvioufly productive 
of thofe pure enjoyments which time or accident cannot 
wholly impair. 

It would be illiberal to pronounce this work deftitute of 
merit ; but the obfervations are fometimes ill-founded, and the 
ftyle is harfh and inelegant. 


De 
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De la Republique. Suite d'un Coup o? Gil Politique fur PAvenin 
de la France. Par Dumouriez. Dec. 1795. Hambourg, 
London, De Boffe. 25. 6d. 1796. 


- 4 Continuation of the. Political Survey.of the Future Condition 


of France. By Dumouriez.. , 8vo.. 1s. 6d. Diily. 1796. 
Wwe: are not forry to renew. our acquaintance with this 
lively and intelligent writer, who, with al} his faults, 
exprefles the fentiments of a capacious mind, and accommo- 
dates them. to events, as he once accommodated his a€tions, 
with wonderful dexterity. Our opinion of his former works 
may be feen in Crit. Rev. New Arr. Vol. X. p. §31, Vol, 
XIV. p. 519, Vol. XV. p. §23, and Vol. XVII. p. 494: but 
many of the fine-{pun theories of a monarchical propenfity 
are now diflipated. ‘The prefent is an acknowledgment of 
the French republic. 


‘ Every thing which he now advances concerning the 
French republic, is founded upon the hypothefis: 1. That 
there was an abfolute majoritv of fuffrages for accepting the 
conttitution of 1795. 2. That the French nation will perfe- 
vere in their new regime, which requires great virtues and 
great facrifices. 3. ‘That the new government has both the 
power and the will to fupprefs all factions. 4. That it is wife 
enough to feek for an immediate peace. 5. That it is able to 
re-eltablith the finances; to withdraw from circulation, or 
give freth credit to, the aflignats; to equalife the expenfes 
and receipts ; to revive agriculture, commerce, and induftry 5 
and to make juftice the fole bafis both of its foreign politics 
and domeftic conduct.’ Pp. 61. 


This, from Dumouriez, is furely a large and a liberal ace 
knowledgment. Let us examine his. premifes. 

He begins with ftating, that, while the eftablifhment of mo- 
narchy or a republic was a que/lion, he took that part in it 
which every man was at liberty to take; but that the fame 
fentiments which guided his pen while he confidered the quef- 


tion as undecided, make him offer up his vows for the fafety 


of the republic which is now eftablifhed. Every Frenchman, 
unlefs he abandons his country, ought to offer up his moft ar- 
dent prayers, and exert every faculty of his foul, for the well- 
being of the republic. ‘ Faithful to my principles,’ he adds, 
“TI facrifice my. opinion to the attachment I feel for my couns 
try;’ and his principles are that the people of every country 
have a right not only to reform but to change their conftitu- 
tion and government, and to delegate its fovereignty; which 


¥y except in the fhape of a delegation, inalienable. 


Previoully to his entering on an examination of the new 
i conftity- 
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eonftitution, he offers ‘fome remarks on the conduct of the 
French armies at.the clofe of 17953 and from the defeats they, 
experienced, he argues that the famous barrier, the Rhine, is 
of no importance aapehere but upon the map. The French 
have proved to the Germans, and they in their turn to the 
French, that whoever pleafes may pafs this river wherever he 
pleafes. There are no true barriers, but {trong places, and 
the inclination of the people. All the country between the 
Rhine and the Sarre, from the Mozelle to Landau, is One 
and without any ftrong pofts. There is only one fingle polt 
between Coblentz. and ‘Treves, for the defence of the >felle. 
Treyes is not {trong ; and, fituated as it is on the right bank, 
it isa hindrance to the defence of that river. Thete fadts 
he illuftrates from other events ; but, the fubfequent fuccefs of 
the French upon, their. own pian feems to detraét from the 
folidity of his argument. This, indeed, he could not forefee. 
The fucceffes of 1796 were incalculable, and beyond all reach 
of human forefight. He contends, however, that, as foon as 
France has re-eftablifhed her. fuperiority, or at leaft her equa- 
lity, in military operations ;.and when it fhall be no longer or 
graceful for her to negotiate, fhe ought to abjure for on 
dangerous fyftem of conqueft, put an end to the war, an, ad 
to her many mournful and bloody triumphs, that more noble 
ene of being juft.and: generous... The French people owe “ 
to the principles of, the canftitution, which they -have 
adopted; a conftitution which profcribes conqueit and ite 
five war, and which he now propofes to examine. 

He thinks this conftitution better ix detail than that of 
1791, but, the fame. in princip/e, although the one was mo- 
narchical and the other is republican ; and fuppofes even that 
this laft conftitution might be made to agree better of mix 
better with a Tatitattoel monarchy than, the firft. It re. 
quires only to,bind the.five volumes of the directory into one 
(relier en un tome les cing volumes du direftoire), and to make 
the prefidency for life, or render it hereditary. He extols the 
wifdom and courage of the compilers of this path re 
who at once. annihilated, the _popular focieties, and wifely ar- 
ranged the-orders of the nation, placing in the frit ‘ish the 
legiilative reprefentation; in the fecond, the executive direce 
tory; in the third, the miniftry; in the fourth, the judicial 
power; and in the fifth, the adminiltration. of the departe 
ments, the diftri@s, and the. cantons. As long_as the co 
tions of this laft clafs have no falary annexed to them, they 
will.of courfe be given to.none but men of confiderable pro- 
perty ; confequently to men peculiarly interefted in the pres 
fervation of the conftitution.. After approving fome parts of 
this order of things, he thinks it reafonable that the executive 
direCtory 
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dire€tory fhould have had, added to their other powers, that 
of propofing laws; becaufe magiftrates have a better oppor 
tunity of eftimating the wants of the people; than the people 
themfelves ; but this, upon more mature reffection, he muff 
perceive, approaches too c.ofely to the old regime, where the 

arliaments had little to do except to regifter the edits of the 
court. Magiftrates may now the wants of the people as well 
as themfelves,; but there would be danger that they might not 
be fo juft in eftimating, nor fo fpeedy in relieving them, or 
even m making them the fubje&t of difcuffion. His more fe+ 
rious obje€tion is, that there are two additional articles at the 
eonclufron which degrade the work; thé one, by which-the 
perpetual banifhment of the as is decreed, whichi he 
accounts inhuman: the other, which guarantees to the pur- 
chafer the poffeflion of their property; in’ whatever manner 
the purchafe may have been made ; which is unjuft. If it 
can be proved that the fale was an unfair one, the hafer, 
and not the real proprietor, ought to be indemnifted by the na 
tional treafury ; for as foon as the unfairnefs is clearly pointed 
out, the latter ought to have his property rater to him. 
He illuftrates this by feppofing a judge fo abfurd as to decree 
that a robber fhail keep the purfe which he has ftolen, and 
that the perfor robbed fhall receive an indemnity from the 
public treafaty. He adds farther, that the convention had no 
right to imfert thefe two articles in the conftitution, becaufe 
they are merely decrees, and decrees of condemnation cannot 
be confidered as laws. ‘They are not binding upon the’ peo- 
ple, being merely the refult of pafion and circumftances, 
improperly added to the conftitutional code, of which they 
form'no part: >. 

‘The other parts to which he objects are, r. the too frequent 
change im public offices, becaufe every public employment re+ 
qttires deep ftudy and long experience ; and he thinks it would 
be more ufeful ‘to divide all public employments into two 
claffes, one for life, the other for a term of three or five years. 
-—2» The number of the legiflative body; which he thinks too 
great. Both the-councils are too numerous for the ature of 
their duties 5 and it is unneceffary they fhould meet every day, 
becaufe they cannot have bufine’ fuflicient to employ all their 
fittings. He fufpects that all of them may not be virtuous 5 
and having nothing to employ themfelves in for the publie 
good, they will think of no intereft but their own, and that of 

ir rélations and friends; will become the dependents of the 
directors and minifters, and at length fink intothe loweft abyfs 
of corruption and flavery. 
- To remedy thefe evils, he propofes that the council of an» 


cients fhould confift of only one hundred, and the other of 
two 
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two hundred members—that the legiflature fhould not affem- 
ble for more than three months in each year, and that to-hin- 
der the legiflative aflembly, the executive directory, or any in- 
dividual whatever, from attacking the national fovereignty. 
during the nine months’ recefs, there fhould be named, each 
year, nine members of the legiflaturey of whom three fhould 
be of the chamber of ancients, who fhould have the fame re- 
fidence as the direétory, and affemble every day under the 
name of the- Comité de Surveillance, or Committee of Watch- 
fulnefs. For his atguments in favour of thefe propofitionsy 
we refer the readér to the pamphlet : at the conclufion we 
have a perfona/ refiection; quite in the nianner of Dumou- 
riez— : 

‘ It is of no confequence to confider whether the author of 
thefe-three propofitions may be profcribed or not; the degree 
of their utility ought to be weighed with atrention. A banifh- 
ed man,, refle€ting in his. folitude, may have wife and ufeful 
ideas. The man,in queftion, profcribed as he is, detefts all 
the factions, but he loves his country; which, whatever his 
enemies fay to the contrary, lie has once, faved, and would fave 
again, were he recalled in this dangerous crifis*. He prays 
for the happinefs of his.fellow citizens, whatever comftitution 
they may adopt ; and if he, fees that the republic promotes the 
happinefs.of the, French people, he will cry out, like the gre- 
nadiers who were.exécuted at Aix-la-Chapelle—Lomg live the 
republic” 

Ife then offers fome refietions on government, in which 
there are advices that deferve the attention of the French 
rulers. ) 

The tranflation of this little work is executed with fidelity, 
though fome paflages have not been reviled attentively before 
going to prefs. . | | 





Proclamation, dans |’ Efprit des Fetines ordonnt's par le Rei; en 
Remontrance @ la Nation Angloifejur une. chofela plus. cane 
daleufe, qui fe paffe chex ellé'députs cing ansy attentatoire, a. la 
Vénération dans laquelle ¢f la. Memowe de Sir. Ifaac Newtons 
et pour la préparer & adopter le Plan. d'une Commémoration 
folemnelle de ce divin Perfonnage. Londres. 

4 Proclamation recorimendatory of a folemn Commémoration 0 
Sir Ifaac Newton. 4t0o. 10s. 6d. fewed.. Elmfly. 17 


HIS is a very extraordinary performance. The author 
(M. de la Blancherie) ftyles himfelf the general agent of 
corre{pondence for literature, arts, and fciences ; and informs 





* The French have fince found a tolerable fubftitwte-ia Bughaparte, Rav. 
» a us, 
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us, that, when he had.acted in that capacity for above ter, 
years, he was induced, by the ill-treatment which he fuftain« _ 
ed from the court of Verfailles, to feék an’afylum in England, 
m the year which preceded the French revolution. ' His func- 
tions being thus fufpended, he’ was filled with chagrin and 
difpleafure; ‘but the idea ofa commenioration ‘of ‘Newton at 
length fuggefted itfelf to his mind, and encouraged him to a 
refumption of his agency; which, he thought, would derive 
the ftrongeft fandtion, in the eyes of the’Englifh, from the 
‘eftablifhment of fuch a fcheme of philofophic celebration. 
His propofal, however, did not;meet with approbation; and 
he declares that he fuftained:a feries of outrages and _perfe- 
cutions from a nation to whofe obedience he almoft thought 
himfelf entitled for-having framed fuch a project. But we 
may fuppofe, that thefe outrages, with the, exception, of an 
arreft for debt, were only the effufions of ridicule, the fneers 
of. contempt, and the mortifications of refufal. . © 
This eccentric Frenchman propofes that a congrefs fhould 
be convoked, compofed of the moit refpe€table perfons.ia the 
kingdom, in point of rank, merit, and abilities; that ‘this 
meeting fhould take place in the hall of the Royal Society, fir 
Jofeph Banks acting as prefident; that the agent-general, 
dreffled in an academic habit, fhould make a formal expofition 
of his plan for a permanent celebration of' the memory of 
Newton ; that columns, or obelifks, fhould be ereé&ted in the 
metropolis, and other parts of the realm, in honour of that 
philofopher ; that the parliament fhould order his works to be 
re-publifhed in a fplendid ftyle; and that the king’ thould re- 
pair, m “folemn proceffion, to the printing-hou/fe, and ado the 
fame. homage to the typographic art, thus nobly employed; 
that the emperor cf China pays to agriculture.  Préceeding 
in his vifionaty career, this felf-conftituted agent’ defires that 
the houfe which fir Ifaac occupied (and which, to the great 
indignation of M. de la Blancherie; is now an~ eating-houfe) 
tray be tepaired at the public expenfe, and afligned for his. 
refidence’; ‘that Mr: Pitt will make a motion in the houfe of 
commons for printing and diftributing this‘proc/amation in the 
Englifh language; and that every Englifhman, Scot, and Hi- 
fernian, will-contribute-two guineas, the fubfcriptions being 
deftined for the-expenfes of the fchemey and, in cafe of fur- 
ees the: promotion of ‘patriotic and charitable purpofes. 
He fates that he'‘has already obtained centribations to the 
amount, of /ixty-nine pounds fourteen fhillings; and he has in- 
fested in his proclamation a recommendatory feftimorial from 
“the Spanifh ambaffador, the chief fubfcribér to‘his plan. 
eaking of his future appearance at court in the publi¢ 
character which he has aflumed, he intimates that he is to be 
intro“ 
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introduced to his majefty by the prefident of the Royal So- 
ciety, attended by two of the ftudents of Weftmintter-fchool, , 
and two ethers from Chrift’s-hofpital. If, on this occafion, 
| he fhall go unpowdered, {uch negle& (he fays) will not 
. from any unwillingnels to pay for a powder-licence, but from 
the confideration of his being in mourning for all the French. 
However great may be our veneration for the character of 
Newton, we cannot refrain from laughing at the abfurdity of 
this pamphlet.. The writer, therefore, will probably be dif 
pofed to add the Critical Reviewers to the number of thofe 
rieurs atid apathiques, at whofe {neers he is offended, and 
with whofe indifference to his {cheme he is highly difgufted, 





Elézies de Tibulle, avec des Notes et Recherches de Mytbologir, 
d stifteire et de Philofophies fuivies des Baifers de Fean i 
cond; Traduttion nouvelle, adreffte du Donjeon de Vincennes, 
par Mirabeau, aint, @ Sophie Ruffty. vec 14 Figures. 
3 Tom. 8vo0. Paris. : | 


Elegies of Tibullus, with Notes and Refearches, Mythological, 
iforical, and Philofopbigal, ta which are fubsoined the 
Kiffes of Fohaunes Secundus. A new Tranflation, addreffid 
to Sophta Ruf from the Dungeon of Vincennes, by the elder 
Mirabeau. ith 14 Engraving 3 Vols. Bue. th. 5 
fewed. Imported by De Boffe. 1796. Sgt 


FROM that energy of character which diftinguifhed this 
tranflator, and os command of language he poffeffed, }r 
might naturally be expected, if he were not defehtive in the 
knowledge of Latin, that ip thefe addreffes to the object of 
his pailion he could. fcarcely fail of fuccefs. Yet, however 
gratifying to the inamorata his exertions might have been, 
though no went of learning be alleged, in our judgment they 
entitle him but to qualified.praife. The compofitions of Ti+ 
bullus are fall of fweetnefs, tendernefs, and paflion ; his lan- 
guage is pure and elegant; and his numbers flow without 
effort, like water from a fountain. Here, however, the capetty 
is reverfed,—and, though it reprefent the counterpart-forms, 
it is under outlines fo ftiffly defined as to fink every play of 
contour in their harfh delineations. Nor are their features | 
and expreflions more happily difplayed. What a .wood-cyt 
could counterfeit of a defign by Correggio, and the eglouring 
of his magic pencil, thefe egies may impart of their Roman 
originals or, to fpeak as might Lavater, a: more appofite con- 
trait cannot well be imagined than the portraits of Mirabeap 


; 


“ 


and his Sophy to Tibullus and Delia. 
The annexed {pecimens, impartially cited, -will fufficiently, 
- wethink, confirm this opinion. 


App. Vor, XIX, New Arr. Na ‘ Lives 
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©: © Apporte un vin pur: cette liqueur bienfaifante apaifers 
‘mes nouvelles douleurs, et préparera un doux fommeil a mes 
‘yeux fatigués- Que perfonne ne tompe.te charme que Bac- 
‘chus aformé:tandis qu'il endort, !’amour malheureux repofe. 
Hélas! ma maitreffe eft furveillée par un gardien incorrupti- 
ble. Plus d’un verrou ferme fa porte inéxorable. . 

© Porte cruelle aux amans! que Ja pluie te frappe fans re. 
‘Vache! Puiffe la foudre lancée par la main toute puiffante de 
‘Jupiter, te réduire en poufliére. ..... Mais, non. Laiffe-toi 
‘fléchir par mes plaintes: ouvre-toi devant moi, et pour moi 
feul refte ouverte; car le bruit de tés gonds me décélerait ; 
‘oublie mes injures, & j’en ai proféré quelques-unes dans mon 
détire, ou, que mes imprécations réetombent fur moi! Sou- 
-viens-toi plutot des pri¢res que je t’adreffai tant de fois d’urie 
_voix fuppliante, en te couvrant de feftons et de fleurs. 

‘Et toi, .Délie, trompe ton argus; mais ce n’eft point en 
tremblant que tu Ie tromperas: il faut ofer, Vénus, elle- 
méme,: fecoure l’audace: elle protege le jeune amant, qui, 
‘pour la premicre fois, ouvre furtivement une porte; et Ia 
‘tendre amante gui la referme doucement, et l’affure par un 
‘verrou. Venus apprend a fortir fans bruit d’un lit volup- 
tueux ; 4 pofer un pied Jéger fur Je plancher le plus mince: 
c’eft elle qui apprend.a parler le langage muet des amans, et 
@ s’exprimer par des fignes éloquens devant un mari jaloux. 
Mais |a deefié n’accorde pas fes lecons a tous les mortels, elle 
les réferve 2 ‘ceux que Ja’ peine n’arréte ‘point, et! a‘celles 
qu’une'cfainte puérile n’enchaine pas la*nuit.  “Vénus mie ga- 
‘rantit dw barbare ‘aflaffin et du voleur fubtul. Que ‘célui’qui 
eft-voué a amour marche fans ‘crainte ; qu’il ne redoute au- 
‘cane émbuche ;° fa pérfonne eft facrée. 1 Of 

* Les frimats de‘ta ‘plus longue nuit d’hiver ne fauraient 
‘me nuire: Qué‘ pourraient-ils contre moi ces torrens de 
pluie? Daris un moment, Délie m’ouvrira fa porte > datis un 
‘moment, an fignal filentieux 'm’appellera au bonheur. * 

© O vous, ‘gui ‘paflez ‘pres’ de moi, hommes’ ou femmes! 
‘gardez-vous deme voir; Vénus veut que fes larcins feient 
cachés: ne m’effrayez point par une marche bruyante; ne 
‘me demandez pas mon nom; __n’approchez pas, pour me re- 
“connaiteé.avec une lumitre indiferete : fi quelque imprudent 
m’a devine, qu'il fe taife du moins, et jure par tousles Dieux, 
‘qu’il ne fait qui’ je fuis ; scar quitonque mé décéléta,‘ttouvera 
pour Jui. Vénus née du fang, de la mer-Ja plus orageufe, Mais 
‘ton marti ne’croirait pas méme a fon rapport.’ Une ferme 
verfée dans. la magie, mela promis, et fon art ‘n’eft pas 


‘rompeur. : 
¢ Je 


£ 
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© Je l’ai vu conjurer les aftres, et les faire defcendre. des 
cieux: 4 fa voix, les fleuves rapides remontent vers leur 
fource; la terre’ s’entr’ouvre; les manes fortent des, tom- 
beaux, et les oflemens refpectés par la flamme du bicher, fe 
raffemblent : fes évocations bruyantes arrachent, des bords.du 
Styx, les cohortes infernales. Elle fait des afperfions de lait, 
et les démons rentrent au fombre féjour. .D’un mot, quand 
il lui plait, elle appelle ou diffipe les nuages, la chaleur_ou les 
frimats ; elle feule pofséde tous les funeftes fecrets de Médée } 
elle feule dompte Jes chiens féroces d’Hécate. Cette favante 
magicienne a compofé pour moi un enchantement qui te fuf- 
fit pour ton jaloux: prononee trois fois * ces paroles pithoni- 
ques, et ton mari ne s’en croirait pas lui-méme, quand il me 
furprendrait dans tes bras. _Mais, Délie, le charme n’eft que 
pour moi: d’un autre, ton mari verrait tout : j‘ai feul le pou- 
voir d’abufer fes yeux. i on 

* Que croirdi-je toutefois? Cette magicienne s’eft vantée 
de pouvoir détruire mon amour par fes talifmans et’ fes’ breu~ 
vages. Elle m’a purifié a la clareté‘des flambeaux, et dans 
une nuit fereine, j’ai facrifié une victime noire 4 fes dieux. 
Ah! je ne lui demandais pas de m’6ter mon amour ; mais de 
te le faite partager, et de ne, pouvoir jamais, a ce prix, mé 
pafler de t'aimer.” Vol. i. P. 69. % 





© Livre Il. ELEGIE I, 


¢ Ecoutez mes vérs, 6 vous tous qui affiftez a la féte des” 


campagnes !: nous purifions aujourd’hui nos vergers et nos 
champs, fuivant l’ufage antique de nos peéres, que la tradition 
nous a-tranfmis; viens Bacchus, que la grappe déja mure 
pende aux.cornes facrées, figne de ta puiflance ; et toi, Cérés, 
couronne ta téte d’épis 3 que la terre fe repofe en ce jour; 
que le Jaboureur aufhi fe repofe; qu'il laiffe oifif le pefant foc 
et découple fes beeufs fatigués: ils doivent repaitre abon- 
damment dans leurs étables, fans que leurs fronts couronnés 
de fleurs, puiffent étre attachés au joug: c’eft de la fete feule 
qu'il faut s’occuper aujourd’hui: que la diligente fileufe fe 
garde bien de toucher a fes fufeaux. Vous qui, la nuit der- 





‘ * M. de Longchamps a traduit que trois fois le jet de ta falive accompagne 
ces paroles trois tois articulées.” Ll y a, en effet, dans Je latin, crache trois fuis ; 
et plus d’un traducteur a ccrit de méme. M. de Longehamps.appuye fa verfion 
dans fes notes, cn difant, que le crachement trois fois répété, était abfolument 
néceffaire dans les enchantemens, et ne s’oubliait jamais. Quand tout cela 
ferait inconteiiable, je croix qu’il vaudrait mieux étre inexaét en trangais, que 
d’étre dégoatant ; fauf a indiquer en note cette légere infidélité.’ 


Who, without a fmile, ¢an read this apology? An infidelity is committed, to 
hide an indelicacy ; and a feximalactc is annexed, to explain it. : 
pt es niere, 
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nitre, avé? facrifié 2 l’Amour et gotré fes plaifirs, fuyez, 
dloigriés-vdus des autels : Ja chafteré plait aux Dieux: venez, 
6 yous dont lés main$ ét les vetemens font purs; vefiez pili 
Yedu des foritaines pour nos luftrations religteufes. a 
© Véyez ¢ormmne Pagrieaut facré s’avance a wep tnsagir 
Brille te few du faérifice ! voyez cetre troupe iunocente qui le 
fuit, les chévény ceints (olivier ! Dieux de la patrie! ‘nong 
purifior$ nés champs ¢t ncs pafteurs. Mais, vous, €cartez 
tous lés maux de nos contié<s paifibles! qu’une moiffon 
fromipeufe d’herbes voraced, ne détruife pas la vraie et fécondé 
moiffon ! que la brebis tardive et timide ne craigne plus, les 
loups vigilans et fanguinairés! que te laboureur, fatisfait.du 
fruit de fes travaux, et raffuré par Pabondance, n’épargneé pas 
le bois dans fon foyer ruftique ! qu’une troupe de tendres en. 
fatis, gage affuré dé l’aifance’ des colons, folatre ¢t drefie au- 
tour de nos chaumieéres le fréle édifice de fes jeux.... Je 
démandé au ciel ces profpérités; il nous les promet::ne 
voyez-vous pas commie les heureufes palpitations de la victime 
et fes entrailles favorablés, nous annoncent la bienveillance 
des immortels? Apportez-moi maintenant le Falerne fumeax,; 
qué lé Chio le plus vieux nous foit fervi 2 l’inftant.  Céle-. 
brons avet du vin cét heureux jour: faut-il rougir, dgns une 
fete, d’avoir le vifage enluminé, et de chanceler quelques pas? 
Mais que chacun, en vuidant fa coupe, |’offre 4 mon hercs. 
Meffala eft abfent ; que nos difcours rappellent fans ceffe du 
moins fon ‘nom ! | 

§ Meffala; ‘illuftre vainqueur de l’Aquitainey je chante tes 

triomphes et ta gloire qui furpafle celle de tes plus célébres 
ayeux : viens toi-méme; infpire moi ces vers faits pour ex- 

rimer notre teconnaiflance aux divinités des laboureurs:: je 
chante’ les campagnes et Ieurs protecteurs champétres 5 ces 
dieax vénérables ont dppris a ncs péres a raflafier leur faim 
par une nourriture plus agréable et plus faine que les glands 
de nos chénes ; ils leur ont. enfeigné Jes premiers a couvrir 
Jeurs fréles ‘cabanes ‘avec que!ques léegeéres folives, enlacées 
dun chaunie recouvert de feuillage: ce font eux qui foume 
rent au jot les fiers taureaux: et ajoutérent des roues aux 
chariots, Alors on dédaigna les fruits fauvages: le pommier 
fut prefte : les jardins recurent des arrofemens fertiles et de- 
vinrent feconds: alors la grappe dorés exprima fous les pieds 
qui la foulerent,’ un vin délicieux; et l’eau qu’on yoméla 
bientér addweit et le rendit moins redoutable a la fobriété: 
on fut’¥ecueillir les moiffons chaque année, lorfque la terre 
ccmmenéa! 4dépouiller: fa verdure defléchés. par Iaftre du 
feu; et lon -offrit.& Vabeille legere un lieu far pour y: con- 
flruire tes celluies:ou ‘elfe déepofe cé mich délicieux qu'elle va 
cueiliir fur les fleurs. * Le laboureur raffaié-de cravail, .apprit 
' a char- 
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& charmer le temps et Ja fatigue, en donnant a fes -fredons 
ruftiques une certaine méfure': ‘aprés fom-repas, il modula fur 
fes' pipeavx la chanfon qu’il:préparait *pour fes dicux turé- 
laires. WMO POT er 208 Hh ear tu 
# Infpiré par toi,:6 Bacchus ! Vagriculteun barbouillé de lie 
commen¢a a former. fans-art des danfesfimples.comihe: lui 5 <i 
choifit le chef de fon nombreux troupeau, le bouc. lafcif pour 
t’en faire un facrifice mémorable. {aneooal enfant treffa la 
remiére couronne ‘de fleurs pour orner fes Lares! » Le 
lanche brebis fut dépouillée de fa toifon pour préparer.de 
Pouvrage aux jeunes bergéres. De 1a les travaux des femmes 
qui chargérent de daine leurs quenouilles,.et apprirent 4 topr- 
ner dans leurs doigts de légers fufeaux : bientet une ouvritre 
‘laborieufe chanta les bienfaits de: Minerve; en ourdificat Ja 
toile, et la nayette courut en cadence entre Ja. chaine-entr’ou= 
verte. Scan : i 
© Qn dit que l’Amour lui méme eft né dans les. champs au 
miliew des troupeaux et des cavales indomptées. G'eft- 1a-gy’ il 
s’exerca &'manier l’are dont les dieitx~Pavaient armé. - Ah! 
qui fait -mieux que moi combien il eftsdeveuu favant dans cet 
art?/Ce n’élt:plus comme autrefoisy fur les, teoupeanx. qu’A 
lance 'fes fléches: c’éft vous, jeunesfilles, qu'il fe plait a vilers 
c’eft vous, ‘fiers guerriers, qu’ib aime:a domptet.: L” Amour 
bleffe, et les richefles du jeune ‘homme -didpaxaiffent, et Je 
vieillard profere des paroles. dont il devrait rougir devant une 
porte qu’on lui ferme avec dédain. L’Amour-commande, et 
la jeune fille trompe ‘tous fes furveitlans endormis: ellefran- 
chit ‘les portes, et vole feule au milieu dea nwit-dans. jes bras 
de fon amant; -quelquefois fufpendue pat la crainte, elle s’ar- 
rete... elle €prouve-d’uir pied timide Je:terrain. ou elle s’en- 
gage; fes mains t&tonnent,; embraflent ics. ténébres comme 
pour lui frayer-un chemin... Aly! qu’is font malhepreax 
ceux que |’Amour-tourmente! mais qu’il eft fortuné l’amant 
@ qui ce dieu daigne fourire! ve os : 
© Viens, 6' divin Amouf,-viéns. a nos -rejouifances religieu- 
fes, inais cépofe tes armes..... Loin... siloin de nous tes 
‘flambeaux ardens; vons chantez ce dieu’ fi puiffant: invo- 
quez-le auffi pour-vos troupeaux; prions le.tout haut pour 
nos brebis 5 mais pour nous, adreflons lui-des {upplications fe- 
‘crétes. Nous pouvons au -refte le prier.tout haut; car la 
foule bruyante, enivi é2 de fes jeux, n’entendra pas:nos priéres. 
La trompette Phrygienne lui dérobera nos worux.. .. o€ é- 
brez ja fétey 6 vous tous qui tes ici: déja la nait.attelle fon 
char; et les étoiles brillantes fuivent leur mére.em formant des 
concerts -harmonieux, Bientét le fommeil: filencienx arrive 
planant fur fes ailes fombres, et Jes fonges ingertains.vont 
‘Semparer de nous.’ Wol. ii. ®- 3. | 
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Of the author’s refearches it will be proper to obferve, that 
they abound with entertaining and illuftrative remarks. What 
has been faid on the tranflation of Zibud/us will apply in ge- 
neral to that of ‘Johannes Secundus. 

The tales and novels of which the third volume confifts, 
are in the fame fpirit and ftyle as the ret. 
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Statiftique Elémentaire, ou Effai fur [ Etat géographique, phyfi- 
que et politique de la Suiffe, Ouvrage confacré a 1 iInfirudlion 
‘dela Feuneffe. Par F. F. Durand, Minijtre du’ St. Evan- 
\ giley Profeffeur Ordinaire dans ? Académie de Laufanne, Se. 
- €9c.° Laufanne. 


A. Statifiical Account of Switzerland, treated geographically, 
phyfically, and politically, for the Infirudiion of Youth. By 
F. }. Durand, Minifier of the Go/pel, Profeffor in the Aca- 
demy of Laufanne, Sc. Se. 4 Vols. 8vo. 165, fewed, 
Imported by De Boffe. 1796, | ) | 


‘ACCOUNTS of countries, given in the ftatiftical method, 
~~ are undoubtedly beft adapted to convey atcurate anfor- 
mation, and to anfwer the purpofe of elementary in{truction, 
—The defcription of Scotland, which was ‘publifhed in ‘this * 
form afew years fince by Sir John Sinclair, has defervedly 
received confiderable approbation. We are pleafed to beholda 
fimilar plan adopted by the refpeéctable and intelligent writer 
of thefe volumes. The language in which they are compofed 
mutt be. allowed to: be very appropriately explicit 5 and.,the 
Swifs Cantons, from their geographical pofition, and their per 
culiar political and moral relations to the prefent ftate of, Eur 
rope, render fuch a delineation much more extenfively interr 
efting, than merely to the patriotifm of the author’s native 
foil. | 

M. Durand commenges a fenfible introduCtion by obferv- 
ing, that the term /@ flati/iique is yet {carcely‘naturalifed jn 
the French language : and he defines it to mean the fcience or 
knowledge of the ftate of countries in general. It would, how- 
ever, in our opjnion, have better fuited his purpofe to have 
‘defined the term as expreffive of an acquaintance with the 
flate of countries,in the detail; he then proceeds to the fol- 
lowing enumeration of the various branches of inquiry necef- 
fary to be purfued in the acquifition of this knowledge— 

© To be well-a¢quainted with a country, it is in the firft 
place requifite to afcertain its extent by the moft accurate 
mea{urement: and-this is what may be called the mathematical 
“part of a flatiftical account. 
‘It isthen proper to confider the relative pofition of a,coua- 


try, 











Durana’s Statiftical Account of Switzerland. 59, 


try, to examine: if its provinces are divided from or united: 
to each other, and whether.they are fituated near ‘pr at acdi+ 
ftance from the fea, ‘hefe various.circumftanees, which:have 
an inevitable influence on the political conftitution of a, ftatey 
on its dtrength or weaknefs, on its refources, and connections 
with its neighbours, may..be.placed in the ‘topographical. dex 
partment. - tetas yiteat 
‘ The phyfical predicament ofa country is of ftilk fuperior 
importance.. Cicero is known to have attributed the. genius 
and characteriftic vivacity of the Athenians to-the purity.and 
falubrity of the air of Attica, -and the clownifly dulnefs of the 
Thebans, to thé foggy weight of the. Bozotian. atmofphere. 
The fame opinion is corroborated by Horace);’ andy Montef+ 
guieu, in defcanting on the various influences»which form the 
characters and the laws of different nations; regards that:of 
climate as the principal. Suppofe, for example, Mthat> the 
Englith people were placed in the icy regions of, Lapland, dr 
among the'burning fands of Africa, would they thencbe able 
to take fo con{picuous a part in the tranfaétions.of theworld? 
It is therefore’ neceflary to coniider the,atmofpherd.of arcoun- 
try, its mountains, its, plains, and the:nature of its. foil,’ the 
ftreams by,which that:{oil is.watered, andthe animal, vegéras 
ble, and mineral predudtions it is found to contain. Lhete' ate 
ticles of inquiry conftitute the phyfce/ part of a fanittical! des 
icriptions  . . ‘ sca’ dale DoMtwAony> 
‘ It is finally an indifpenfable tak to: follow, thefemimi 
quiries by an inveftigation of. the: form and fpirit of théego- 
yernment of a country, whether civil, militany, ovieeclefaG 
tical, to explore the /outces.of its profperity, fuch;asits apris 
culture, its manufactures, and its commerce, and ito give 
fome account of its revenues, and. of its expenditure.— This 
may be denominated the political part.’ => | 


Such, according to our author, are the effential parts of 
a ptoper' ftatiftical account. We agree with his ‘divifions, 
and think them both pertinent and ufeful;’ but ‘the philofo- - 
phy and the ‘arguments of M. Durand do not’ appear to'have 
much depth or acutenefs. ° To intimate that Englifhmen, if 
they were Laplanders or Africans, would not’ aét like Enig- 
lithmen' is furely very feeble, and does not lead one ftep in dif- 
culling the great queftion concerning the influence of climate 
on the human character. ‘The teftimonies of Cicero and of 
Horate have little weight inthe feale. Such beawz-e/prits might 
be expécted to think and’to {peak of idulnefs with all the fen- 
fibilities of antipathy : but their furprife at the effect mutt 
evidently have been greater than their é¢ndeavours to give a 
philofophicai folution of the caufe.—Montefquieu, who was 
likely to be more profound (at leaft in fuch difquifitions) 
pI Nag than 
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than either the orator or the poet, has by no. means piveh fax - 
tisfaction.on the fubjeét : the manner, in which he difcufles 
it, affords an almoft unlimited fcope to the: operation of phy- 
fical circumftances, and admits of little or-no. allufion. to the 
many.and {trong moral influences, of; which the intelle& of 
man, as diftinguiflied from other animals, renders him pecu 
liarly fufceptible. We have frequently regretted to perceive, in 
the works of fome of the molt amiable and ingenious arhon 

the French philofophers,.a,ftrong bias to the doctrines © 

thaterialifm — do€trines which, tend to fap the noble. fabric of 
the rnoral fyftem, and to place.the rational labours of the:le- 
giflator in a degrading fubferviency to the hot or the cold 
remperature of climate. mrs . 

«We hall now return to. our. author’s deferiptions, which 
dre more entertaining than his refieCtions. ‘The, Jakes, the 
Adps, and all the interefling parts of Swifs fcenery, are agreeably 
delineated ; atm many traits in provincial hiftory, greatly to 
atie honour of the Helvetic character, arc occafionally noticed. 

Among other curious particulars in the natural: hiftory of 
Switzerland, the author gives an account of the yoftres and 
the Crétins, which we with our limits would permit us to ex 
traét. It is faid that the preternatutal {welling atthe throat, 
that gives the appellation to the former, varies in fize from 
the bignefs.of a walnut to that of a loaf ;— that, fome hang 
egncatenated like a {tring of beads, and that others are in the 
form:of 4 crofs.. 4 
- M. Durand recapitulates the various notions ‘entertained 
by travellers and.others, with refpect to ‘this phenomenon, 
and, we think with reafon, fubfcribes to the opinion by 
which it is.afferted to proceed from the hot and moift tem- 
_ perament of ithe valleys where the goftres are found. 

The Crétins, idiots who exhibit the human form ina moft 
) deplorable {tate of imbecillity; happily, as our author obferves, 

Q not’ propagate themfelves. One is frequently born in a 
family of halt.a dozen children, the reft of whom have gene- 
tally fuJl health and,faoculties.s M. Durand relates, as a fact, 
that.the Crétims are treated with a fuperftitious regard 5 and 
_ that in fome, families a child of this defcription is valued more 
than the other children, under the idea that it is a medium 
_ of tutelary proteftion.——This kind of fuperftition is known to 
_ prevail in other parts of the.world, and procures refpeét to 
idiotifm in fome countries. where a defpotic and favage policy 
{ports freely, with the ufeful life of man! 

The induftry, of philofophers has not yet been able to dif- 
cover any local caufe to which the idiocy peculiar to the Cré- 
tins Can’ be plaufibly affigned. | 
_ In the fourth yolume of this work, the author gives an in- 

ee teréfting 
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terefting account of the military eftablifhment of Switgerland 
~The Swifs are caleulated to- have twenty-one regiments of 
infantry, which, together with corps of chaflewrs, artillery, 
&c. amount to a‘force of 55,382 men,—Every young mao, 
who is neither.a magiftrate nor an ecclefiaftic, is oblig te 
enter into the fervite from the age of fixteen .to fixty:fve.—+ 
During. peace there is no general; ‘but in time of war dne is 
appointed to.command the whole force of the republic.’ 

The mercenary manner in ‘which a part of ‘this force has 
often been employed im the troubles . OF Wokare. perhaps. dee 
tracts in /ome degree from the amiable fimplicity of the Swifs 
charaéter; but this topic we eave to moralits, being un- 
willing to hurt the patriotic feelings of an author wha has 
given us much entertainment and information, and whofe 
work deferves to be recommended to generafporufal. 
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Usher die Schweiz und tke Schaviewer: E ier Thed, 1795—~ . 
Zweiter Theil, 1796. Sve. Berlin. 


On Swoitzerlad and ibe Swifs. 2Vols. Go. Be. Sewed. Tene ~ 
ported by Efcher. 1797. - . aay 


THE acute and fenfble author of thefe letters profeffes to - 
give in them a faithful picture of his fubje@: arid as, in 
the volumes before us, his attention is directed’ to'German - 
Switzerland, flatters himfelf that.in thus communicating -the -. 
refult of his travels, he-fhall fubferve the moral ’interelts of 
that country and his own. . in 
Early impreflions.on the mind fram diverfity of obje&s, 
the aflociation of ideas thence formed, and the shabits fuperin- 
duced upon them,—even, independent-of origina] chara¢ter— 
would render the reprefentations of the fame country and 
people very different from_.different obfervers. After all 
therefore that has been written on Switzerland and the Swils, 
it will not be furprifing that this writer-fhould -exbibit ,his 
fubjeét in new and interefting lights; efpecially as the ulti- 
mate object of his writing is not cafual amufement, but really 
and morally to improve. | 
There is not a Jetter in. thefe two little volumés which 
might not be eited to advantage. We will-confine ourfelves, 
however, to two extracts, and give them in the omginal, as 
the whole, we are perfuaded, will be fpeedily tranflated’; and 
that the many. who.now, we add with pleafure, read ,German 
amongft us, may judge ofthe ftyle and {pirit of the author. | 
In his account of the Schwytz Canton, the manners of 
which are_defcribed as fimple and-uncorrupted; and its 7 
* acter 
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racter- manly, upright,‘and-dignified, he takes occafion to ex- 
prefs his furprife that.the mercenary /yfem fhould have foot- 
ing within -it. © th Taber sa | 
© Was. mir, hier nicht gefallt, ift, dafs das Landvolk, an- 
eftekt von dem Beifpiel der ariftokrazifchen Kantone, den 
Fresidée Kviegsdienft les, fucht als es follte. Wie 


kann doch, der freigeborene Mann diefes Kantons zu dem 
unwurdigen Entichlufs kommen, den geliebten Boden des 
Vaterlandes zu verlaffen ;° Vater,, Mutter, Gelicbte* und 
Freund zu verlaffen, um ‘unter der Mufkete: dem ‘Willen 
eines fremdem Defpoten zu gehorchen ?—Wie kann er das 
unfchazbare Gut, das feine Vater ihm mit ihrem Blut er- 
kauft ‘haben,. auf eine fo niedrige, yerachtliche Art feil 
bieten.?. Aber es giebt einen Gott, den die Europaér mit aller 
Inbrunft der Abgétterei verehren. Die Spanier fohicken ihre 
Flotten. in die entfernteften Welttheile, um diefen Gott zu 
fich zu ziehen; und damit die Eingebornen uber keinen Raub 
klagen, fallen, geben fie ihnen. etwas dafir, das yfic.thearer 
halten als_allesyjhr, Chriftenthum.—Die Englander, frei, und 
von gewiflen Gefuhlen von Grofsmuth belzelt, fo lange fie 
fich in-ihrem Vaterlandc befinden, vergeflen das Wort Fretheity 
vergefien und entehrep’ alle-Gefithie der Menfchheit, wenn fie 
fich dey verdezblichen Sphare nahern, wo diefe Gottheit thront, 
Dort find fie Tyrannen, Defpoten. Millionen ihrer Bruder 
werden, ins Joch der Sclaverei gefpannt, Millionem werden 
gemordet.—Die Deutfchen, noch nicht ganz teif fit folche 
eminente Latter, begniigen fich vor der Hand, die Speichel- 
Jecker jener Rauber und Mérder zu feyn.—Und diefe Gottes- 
lafterung, diefes Rauben, diefes Morden, diefes’ Heucheln, 
dies alles it, Verehrung des Gottes. den man Gold nennt. In 

nz. Europa hat er feine Tempel, diefer Gotze; aber fein 
Ssnktiariom hat. er in. der Schweiz !- Fragen Sie mich 
noch: » Warum der Schweizer feine Freiheit in fernen Landen 
feil tragt?--——’ . Vol. ii. P. 174. eb . 








‘ Der Kanton' Schwyz —wie ich, Thnen fchon oben gefagt 
habe-——hat fehr hohe Berge. Unter diefen ist auch das 
grofle und weitlauftige Gebirg; das fich drei Stunden “weit 
zwifchen dem. Lucerner und Lauerzer See erftrekt, der Riigi 
Berg... An dem Fuffe diefes mit Alpen und Waldungen be- 
kleideten Bergs liegt die ehrwurdige Republik Gerfau. Der 
emzige Flecken diefes Namens, ae einigen um demfel- 
ben zerftretit liegedden Haufern, bilden den ganzeén Stact. 
Alle auf Gerfauifchem Boden wohnenden Menfchen betragen 
zwifchen g00,und 1000 auts hochfte gerechnet. “Die dazu 
gehorige Landfchaft, die aus fehr gute Wiefen und Alpen 


befteht, wird mit vielem Fleifs und Thitigkeit benuzt. Mah 
hat 
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hat Milch, Butter, Kafe, Friichte, das belte Obft,-Holz und 
andere Bediirfnifley : Das Geétreide wird gegen den Ueberfiufs 
des einen oder andern diefer Artikel in Lucern eingetaufcht. 
Die Einwohner, diefes, in der That kleinen, Freiftaats genief-. 
fen eine vollkommene Freiheit. Ihre Verfaflung ift die’ reinfte 
Demokratie. Die hochfte’ Gewalt fteht bei der Landsgemeinde. 
Die Landsgemeinde ift das Organ’des Volkes. Jahrlich ift 
eine grofle Volksverfammlung, wo alle Birger ‘von Gerfau, 


etwa 3CcO an der Zahl, zufammen ‘kommen, die Wahlen.vor= 


nehmen, und uber Offentliche’ Gegenftande berathfchlagen- 
Lachen Sie nicht iiber diefen kleinen Staat. Er iftklein, aber 
ficher. Un petit etat eft plus fort qu’un grand.—Wer kéante 
diefen freien Menfchen etwas anhaben ? Sie liegen mitten in 
der Schweiz ; haben den Vier ‘Wald{tadtér See vor'fich, den 
Rigi Berg hinter fich. Der Feind miifite érft die umliegenden 
Kantone fich unterwerfen, eh’ er die ‘Republik Gerfau: be- 
kampfen kénnte.—Solche Staaten find auch nur ‘alfdann “a- 
cherlich, wenn fie mehr fcheinen, als feyn wollen. Die Re- 
publik Genf, mit einer Bevélkerung von 40,000 Menfchen, 
wird lacherlich, wenn fie’ mit ihrem NationalConvent; mit 
shrem Heils-Ausfchufs, mit ihren Kommitteen, mit ihrer re- 
‘volutionaren Regierung u. f. w. fich zu einem Jappifchen 
Schattenfpiel der franz6fifchen Republik herabwiirdigt.— 
Wenn aber ein kleiner Staat das ift, was er ift ; wenn er nicht 
mehr feyn will, als er feyn kann, feyn foll; fo verdient feine 
Befcheidenheit, feine Beharrlichkeit, feine Selbftftandigkeit, 
unfere Achtung. 

‘Diefe Achtung verdient und geniefst die‘Republik Gerfau, 
von einem Jedeén der fie kennt. Ein yortrefliches, biederes, 
freies Volk. Man redet und fchreibt freilich nitht fo viel 
von ihm. Man kennt es nicht in einiger Entfernung; feibtt 
in der Schweiz kaum. Aber es ift grofs in feiner tigenen 
Wiirde. Man lebt hier ruhig und gluklich mit’ fich’ und 
mit aller Welt in Frieden. Die Gerfauer haben keine Kriege, 
keine Feinde, keine Allianzen, keine aufwartigen Gefandten, 
keine Laurer, keine Spione, die ihr Gliikbeobachten, beneiden, 
und ihre Ruhe ftéren.— Man hat keine Kamniern, keine Kom- 
mitteen, keine Schultheiffen, keine Landvogte, keine Advoka- 
ten. Die Richter find ehrliche Manner, und befchiitzen das 
Eigenthum und das Wohl ihrer Mitbiirger, nach den Gefet- 
zen der Billigkeit. Man weifs nichts yon Holland, England, 
Frankreich, Spanien, Indien.und Angerika. Man bedatf ihrer 
nicht. Man kennt weder ihren Tjuxus, noch. ihre’Sitténver- 
derbtheit._——Fragen Sie mich, wo ich in-der Schweiz ‘and 
liebften wohnen méchte? In Gerfaus ‘Hier ift'das kléeine, 
ruhige, unbemerkte Flekchen,:.das mir auf det ganzén weiten 
Erde am {chonften gefallt.—Hiet,in begliikter Ma asa 0 

es 
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des neidifchen, undankbaren- Troffes, den Mufen und der 
Freutidichaft fein Leben widmen “zu kénnen ; welch’ ein 
Vorfchmak des 'Himmels | Erinnern Sic fich jener Zeflen, die 
Sie fo oft atid ‘mit fo viele Enthufiasmus wiederholten: 


ie Nivez:pour peu d’amis, occupez peu d’efpace, 2 P 
_  aites.du bien furtout ; formez peu de projets, &c. &e, 
Wollén Sie den groffen Fond von Lebens-philofophie, der in 
diefen wenigen Worten zufammengedrangr ift, in Ausiibung 
bringen; ‘ fo cilen Sie hieher, und werden Sie Biirgero2u 
Gerfau'l’ p.:179. tad 
Who would not be a citizen of Gerfau ? 


The author’s pen on fome occafions is peculiarly keen. 
“ Mafler WilliamCoxe” is more than once introduced ; jas jis 
a right reverend earl, who refided with the Pope as anwdrifh 
volunteer, and vagaried through Germany as an Jrifh bifhopen 

} Te: 


alles 
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Hor odiani Eli fleriartem Librieo, Greece; ex Recenfione Frid. 
- Mug. Wolf: Tenxturfubjeéia eft Ar gumentorum et vinnorum 
Notatio, etpriamiffa Notitia Literarias Halis.oo7 or 1%. 


Herodian’s Hiffory, revifed by F. A. Wolff, who has fubjoine 
ed to the Text a Defignation of the Subjed and the Chronolo- 
£), and has prefixed fome Remarks on the Life and Writings 
of the Author. In {mall Sve. 4s. 6d. Jewed. _ Imported 

by Efcher. 1796. os i *e 
‘HOUGH ‘Herodian ftands not inithe firft elafs:of (Greek 
chiftorians, he does not belong to the loweft-.orders and 
his work :meritsthe:attention of the claflical {cholar, as a:well- 

written narrative of ‘the interefting affairs of _his own times. 
In treating of:thei different editions of this:author’s-hiftory, 

M. ‘Wolff intimates :his fufpicion, that Aldus Manutinus, :the 

fir who.committed jit to the prefs;:made swfe.of anly.one ma- 

nufoript copy:; and ihe:adds, that the fucceeding :editors, to 
the midile of the :prefent :century, fervilely copied chis: text, 
with an exception ef.:the Jearned H, Stephanus, or Etienne, 
who mate various aittrations:in it. It-has {meeibeen improv- 

_ed by the examination of different manufcripts.. « _. 
coe mo artmatations to this edition; but,,at-the bot- 

:tom: page, a:progpellive epitome of:the chiftory is given. 

a his:practice, moor amen as. preferable haha iheat 

mode of -publifhing rthe “Greek clafiics with -a regular! Latin 

verfton-er interpretation, ‘by: which young fiudents are en- 
couraged :in.a negligent furvey of the text. 
‘M. Wolff has-not :bcen fo attached to his own conjeCtures, 


as 
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as to incorporate the refult of vhis thoughts with the text, un- 
lefs the alterations were fo well {upported by rule aud analogy, 
as not to difguft even timid pet tc agri = My , Nor has 
he been tempted. to. adopt the fuggeftions of other eminent 
fcholars, in every cafe in which he is inclined to confider theit 
propofed emendations as fatisfa€tory.. With regard to the la- 
cune whtich occur im the-text, and which inferior criti¢s would 
have boldly fupphied,: they are dnly filled up oceafionally by 
the new editors’ with. proper -marks:.of .diftitiction ; .and,\iq 
other parts, he has.ce< tented himfelf with pointing them out. 
In the firft book, where mention is made of -theschange.a@ 
the difpofition of Cammodus, M. Wolff has adopted the read- 
ing, To evs cwPeov, in lieu Of tm et: cwPpova; a phrafe which 
requited the infertion of a noun to complete the fenfe, and 
which therefore Schottus and others prepofed-to complete by 
the introduction of @vewor yeu. Such an addition, how- 
ever, is rendered unneceffary by the ufe of the neuter; to ca- 
gpw.——In the fecond book (chap. 14}, the editor defends 
the phrafe Saouvratny evdaimouay; and, though zeus is generally 
wed in-an ill fenfe, there are inftances, of fuch an acceptation 
of it-as will {uit this paflage.— In the following book (chap. 
10), we meet. with aera, which Stephanus recommended 
inftead of aaany, and which Politian, from his tranflation of 
this part, muft have .confidered as the, true reading.—A 
paflage at the clofe of the fourth book, which had exercifed 
without effect the fagacity of feveral critics, we here find ima 
luminous ftate. We allude to the words, ts re otgats airs 
titpuxoutve, Which are fubftituted for ret’err: bavate te ave 
teTpuywacvs. Whether M. Wolff is indebted to a manuteri 
for this alteration, or to his own conjectures, we are not i 
formed.—In the remainder of the volume, we obferve (book 
v. chap. 4) a modeft negle& of fubftituting weora (whichy 
he thinks, would be an mmprovement) for weyas an’ intto- 
dution of apo;citi fot pees (book vi. chap. g) 5.2 retention 
of eve before oxvye;, book vii. chap. &)). though he is, ‘ort 
{trong grounds, inclined to omit thexnegative; an infertion of 
Tapeppe for drepippti (book viii. chap: 2);.0n the recommenda- 
tion of former. editors; and: (near the» conclufion of the 
hiftory). a continuance of. exeno after amoZ aobeev, tather than 
exeivor, the adoption of which would, im ouropinion, be areal 
emendation. ' i ns Sto 1 
The general accuracy: of this edition is worthy of. pratfe; 
and, though mdny of the infttators of youth wiil object to 
the abfence of notes anddof acomplhete interpretation, it is iti 
adapted -to the ule of Schools; -as. well as of private readers... 
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Maximes, Penftes, Caraétttes et Antedotes. Par Nicolay 
| Chamfort, un des Quarante de? Académie Frangaife. Pré. 
' cédés d’une Notice fur fa Vie. Paris. : 


Maxims, Thoughts, Charaéters, and Anecdotes. By: Nicolai 
. Chamfort,, one of the Members of the French Academy. Ty 
wiich are prefixed, Particulars of bis Life. 8ue. 6s. fewed. 


. De Boffe.; . 1796. 


(CHAME ORT was a man of genius, ‘but low origin. He 

lived with the great, and poffeffed the virtues of a repub- 
Jican, though mingled with their vices. Under the tyranny 
of Robefpierre, he experienced that treatment which a mati 
might expe€t, whofe friends were Thomas, Condorcet, Sieyes, 
Laroche, Sélis, Bitaubé.’ His papers, after his death, af- 
forded materials for the prefent volume, which amufes by an. 
écdotes of many known characters under the old government 
of France, and inftru€ts by the originality of the maxims and 
thoughts. At times the author faw his fpecies in too bada 
fight ; and confequently his maxims partake more of fatire on 
the manners of France, than of truth drawn from the real 
nature of man. From a few fpecimenseollected from various 
parts of the book, the reader may form a good opinion of the 


writer. 


_ & The world is fometimes.guilty of a {trange kind of rea- 
foning.. A man was not permitted once to be witnefs in fa- 
your of another; and the objection was, “ He is your friend.” 
“To be fure,” the man replies, “ he is my friend, becaufe 
the good which I fay of him is true; he is exactly as I de- 
{cribe him. You take the caufe for the effe&, and the ef+ 
fect for the caufe. Why, do you fuppofe that I fpeak well 
of him becaufe he is.my friend ? and why do you not rather 
fuppofe that he is my friend, becaufe he is a good man ?” 

‘ The greater part of the nobility recall to your ‘mind the 
memory of their anceftors, juft as the Ciceronis of Italy dd 
that of Cicero. . 

‘ What is 2 philofopher? A man who oppofes nature to 
law, reafon to cuftom, his confcience to opinion, and his 
judgment to error. : 
,. © The world, it is faid, cannot be known by books. But 
the reafon has not been given. Here it is. The knowledge 
of the world refults from a thoufand nice obfervations, which 
our felfslove does not permit us to truft to any one, evento 
our beft friend.. We are afraid to fhow that we are like men 
employed about; trifles,' although thefe trifles are very impor*” 
tant to the fuccefs of the greateft affairs. aT" 


¢ Barrifters and judges are juft as much acquainted-with the 
court 
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court and itstinterefts, as fcholars who have got an’ exeat, and 
have dined out.of college, know of the worlds. 

‘ Society is compofed of,.two great clafies ;--—of thofe who 
have better dinners than’ appetites, and of thofe who have 
better appetites tham dinners.  §...5 8 oe 

© Suppofe twenty men. of honour to be all acquainted with, 
and to efteem.a man of: acknowledged merit, fuch as Dorilas, 
for example: when you praife and boaft of his virtues and ta- 
lents, let them all exprefs the fame opinion of his, virtues and 
talents. Suppofe one of the by-ftanders to put in a word— 
“ What a pity it is that Dorilas.fhould have fo little fortune !”” 
“ What do you mean?’ fays another. ‘His modefty only 
makes him live without luxury. Do you know that he hasa 
thoufand a year ?”-—** Indeed!” —* Be fure of it. I have proofs 
of it.”—Now let this man of merit appear, and let him com- 
pare the reception he meets with from this company, with that 
which he had the day before. Dorilas has done this: he made 
the comparifon, and it excited a figh. But there was in this 
company one man, whofe treatment of him was the fame. 
“ One in twenty,” fays the. hilofopher : ‘* that’s enough.” 

© Nature never faid, “* Be not poor ;” ftill lefs, “ Be not 
rich ;”” but it cries aloud to me be independent. 

‘ There are few benefactors who do not fay, Si cadens ado- 
vaveris me. 

‘ Nobility, fay. the nobles, is an intermediate body between 
the king and.people. Yes! as a beagle is between the huntf- 
man and the hare. 

‘ A friend of the abbé-de Lille, hearing him read his tranf- 
lation of the Georgics, fays to him, * ‘That’s ‘excellent! you 
may be fure of the firft living in Virgil’s gift.” 

* I afked Mr. one day how he could poflibly refufe 
fo good a match. “ [ would not marry,” fays he, “ for 
fear of having a-fon like myfelf.” I was a little ftartled at 
this, as he is a very refpe€table man ‘* Aye,” fays he, “ aye, 
for fear of having a ton,:who, being ‘poor like his father, 
would neither lye, flatter, nor cringe, and confequently mutt 
undergo the fame trials as myfelf.” 








Hiftoire d’un Orphelin 3. ou les Enchainemens de la Vie. Roman, 
tradyit de Allemand, par M. P. Berlin. 


The Hiftory of an, Orphan; or the Concatenations. and Depen- 
dencies of Life. A Romance, tranflaicd from the German. 
8v0.. 25. 6d., Imported by De Bolle. 91796. 

‘THE tranflator of this jeu d’e/prit has ptonoynced, in-his 
~ Preface, a panegyric upon German literature, with a 

view of rendering.the ftudy of it more general among the 

7 French, 
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French. For the laft thirty years, however, it has not heey 
neglected by that nation ; and moft of the German ‘works of 
\diltinguithed merit have been tranffated into the French lan. 
guage. hefe verfions have been found particularly conve- 
nient and ufeful by fome Englifh writers, who have. pretended 
to tranflate, immediately from the German, works which they 
had only read in a French drefs. 

The idea of this whimfical pieee thus arofe. Two friends 
being in company, outs-rimés amufed them for a time; and 
one of them afterwards defired the other to think of twelve 
words, which he engaged to ufe as the ground-work of a no- 
vel or romance. The following words were mentioned; vo/s 
cano, minifier, beetle, oftrich, florm, mine, ocean, wolf, lead, 
cowardice, hell, and feduéfion. "To each of thefe fubjeéts a 
chapter is allotted ; and they form, in the aggregate, a chaiti 
of narrative. 

The following analyfis of this produ€tion will exhibit the 
links of the chain. An old German baron travels with a 
young wife into Italy ; and the lady, being eagerly defirous of 
a near view of Mount Vefuvius, mounts that volcano, on the 
fummit of which fhe is delivered of a fon. The infant, that 
he might not incommode his mother in her journey, is con* 
figned to the care of the miniffer who baptifed him. Wandering 
about the fields in a playful mood, the boy hears the buzzing 
of a beet/e (commonly called a chafer or may-bug) 3 and, be- 
ing tempted to purfue the infect, he falls into the hands of 
banditti. Efcaping from the cavern in which he was confined, 
he meets with an exhibitor of wild animals, who compels 
him to enter into his fervice, and take charge of an offrich. 
Having killed this bird by giving it irom and flint for food, he 
is threatened by his matter with a fevere flagellation; but he 
avoids that punifhment by flight; and, being overtaken by 2 
violent form, he takes refuge in shut. Here he is accofted 
by a {portfman, who conduéts him to his cattle, and employs 
him in the concerns of a mine. A fudden difagreement with 
his patron obliges him to quit his metallurgic purfuits ; and, 
being in danger of famine, he offers himielf as an affiftant to 
a tailor, who, being more attached to poetry than to his re- 
ener occupation, advifes our hero to devote himfelf to the 

ufes. Adopting this counfel, he writes a poem, the fubject 
which is the ocean. He prefents a copy of it to a German 
prince, who, being a wretched judge of literature, is fo 
pleafed with it, that he appoints the author his park-keeper. 
A_ wolf having leaped into the ‘park through a breach jn the 
wall, and’ devoured two Spanith fheep, the negtigent keeper 
is threwn into prifon. Here, for want of a pen, he writes | 
verfes on the prince's saad tae lead taken from the cafe* 

. , ment : 
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rent ;. and, ‘having recovered his liberty by. thefe effufions of 
complitnent, “he-renews his wanderings. Finding the proprie~ 
tor-of the mire attacked ‘aiid wounded by two armed men, he 
is enabled a7 cowardice to -refcue hii. - The affaulted 
individual, having a viplent' difpute with a prieft who mena- 
ced him ‘with the torments of -bell, is fo agitated, that ‘his 
wounds are rendered mortal; and he declares, ‘on his death 
bed, that he was guilty of-adultery with the mother of our 
adventurer, to whom,:as-his fon, he bequeaths his whole pro- 
perty. ‘Ihe minifter above-mentioned, being endangered by 
a falfe charge, and required to confent to the /edu@ien of his 
daughter by his accufer, quits his Italian abode ; and, difco~ 
vering our hero in Germany, gives him the yourlg lady in mar 
riage. 

Phe moral of the piece is, that all the a€tions of life are 
connected with each other, and that our fate frequently de- 
pends on what appears to be the mereft trifle. A degree of 
vivacity, which many would not expeé& in a German writer, 
pervades the work ; and it will ferve to amufe the readers of 
romance. 





i. 


Hiftoire Secréte de la Revolution Frangoife, depuis la Convocation 
des Notables jufqu’a ce Four (1° Novembre 1796, v. /2.) cone 
tenant une Foule de Particularités peu connues, et. des Extraits 
de tout ce qui a paru Ue plus curieux fur notre Revolution, tant 
6 France qu’en Allemagne et en Angleterre. Par Frangois 
Pagts.. 2 Tomes. Paris, 1797. London, De Boffe. 


Seeret Hiffory of the French Revolution, from the Convocation 
of the Notables in 1787 to the iff of November t796: con- 
taining a vaft Number of Particulars but little known ; toge- 
ther with Extraé&s of the moft remarkable Publications on the 
Revolution, which have appeared in France, Germany, and 
England. Tranflated from the French of Francis Pagés. 
2 Vols. Sve. 14s. Boardss Longman. 1797. 


‘THE plaufible title of this work has much difappointed us. 
It is neither a hiftory, nor are its materials fecret. It 
33 but a compilation, or rather obfervations on particular 
parts of the hiftory of the French reyolution. In felecting 
even thefe, the author has not diferimimated with judgment. . 
Although he profeffes to confider all the moft important 
. queftions, we find but a very few words on the revolution of 
the church. The treaty of Pilnitz would have formed a valu~ 
able article in a /ecret hiftory ; and furely fomething authentio 
muft be known in Paris refpeting it long ere now: but our 
author difmiffes it with a notice lefs fatisfactory than a newf- 
‘App? Vor. XIX. New Arr. “Oo paper 
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paper paragraph. “¢ The treaty of Siftovia Was robe by 


the convention of Pilnitz, in which all the kings of Europe 
confidered the caufe of bai mv Ie as their orth, bis con- 
vention imported that they fhould unite to Geman his libert 
and to po any future attacks that fhould be made on the 
king, queen, and royal family.” We have a yery minute ac- 
count, though not an original one, of the journey of the king 
to Varennes, but not a word of how he made his efcape from 
Paris, though a matter of great confequence, as involving the 
character of La Fayette, to whom our author is a bitter 
enemy. He very properly thinks that it was the king’s defign 
to have left the kingdom, as no preparations were made for 
his reception in any part of it: but when he confiders that 
efcape as a defign to bring about a civil war, he is indulging 
rejudices againft that unfortunate monarch, which events 
a not juftified. 
’ Nor is our author a clofe reafoner. He confiders the mar- 
uis of Favras as guilty, but affords no other proofs than what 
are already before the public ; yet he cenfures the pufillanimity 
of his judges in condemning him upon infufficient evidence. 
There is undoubtedly what may be called hiftorical evidence, 
different from legal evidence ; but the hiftorian ought to be as 
{crupulous as the judge. On the other hand, the character 
of Mirabeau is drawn with a mafterly pen. He appears to 
have entertained ambitious defigns, the execution of which 
was prevented only by his death. 

We have already faid, that this work is imperfect as a hif- 
tory. It wants method and regularity; there is no fcale for 
the events. ‘rifling ones are recorded with great minute- 
nefs: nor are events always related in the order in which they 
happened; and there appears nothing to juftify this ek ke 
Even fome of the greateft events are related with carelefinels, 
or flightly touched upon as things already known, rather than 
what ought to be ‘detailed for the information .of pofterity. 
We have not a word refpecting the caufes and origin of the 
war with Great Britain, and very flight information refpecting 
that with other powers. “The appeatance of an old man at 
the bar of.the affembly, to inform them that he remembered 
the days of Louis XIV. occupies nearlv a page, while the trial 
and execution of the queen are difmiffed in lefs than ten lines. 
This hafty and irregular notice of matters of fo much cutie 
ofity renders the work, as a hiftory, very unfatisfactory. 

Notwithftanding thefe defects, we meet often with obfer- 
vations that are ftriking and fenfible ; and the author every 
where arraigns the actions of the three aflemblies, and the 
mifchiefs of the Robefpierrian tyranny, with juft indignation. 
It is pleafing to find, that, fince the liberty of the prefs was 
ay “ci -reftored 
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reftored in France, all thatan oy aN can obje& to in the 
hiftory of the revolution, is equally abhorrent tothe fenfe and 
feelings of the beft French writers and orators. M. Pagés is 
fully fenfible of the ‘erfors of the firft affembly. We thail 
tran{cribe his remarks on their conduct after the return of the’ 
king. } br} £:.! , : 

‘Tt was in fuch circumftances as thefe, that the national 
aflembly had to decide on the moft important queftion which 
had yet been fubmitted tothem. ‘They employed themfelves, 
without lofs of time, on the great a&t of juftice which events 
required of them. We thall foon fee how far they were in- 
ferior to the tafk impofed on them. What a field of glory 
would they have opened to themfelves, if; obedient to the 
with ftrongly expreffed by almoft the whole of the empire, 
they had decreed a.republic; founded on the bafis of the Ame- 
rican conititution, which adopts two houfes of legiflation ; 
if it had faid to the king, “ You have betrayed us; depart 
from France, we fear you not!” From how many evils would 
this conduét have delivered France! The execrable decem- 
virate, that government of fire and fword, would never have 
crufhed France! Had they only eftablifhed an upper houfe, 
and a houfe 6f commons, they would have avoided a multitude 
of calamities. Yes, the conftituent affembly (what a leffon 
for legiflators!) was undefignedly the firft caufe of all thofe 
political mifeties under which we have fince groaned, and of 
which moft of the members of that affembly have been them- 
felves the victims. The national affembly did not blufheven ~ 
to furpafs the hopes of the ariftocracy. The thirty millions * 
which the conftituent body had: fo liberally granted to the king 
for the civil lift, probably with a view of diminifhing the 
deficit by an impolitic prodigality, enabled this ara not 
only to efcape punifhnient, but even to fupport himfelf on his 
throne. The conftituent affembly had been induced to grant 
this immenfe revenue, by means of money diftributed among 
the members, It is thus that moral, no lefs than phyfical 
corruption, engenders -a corruption of a fimilar nature. 
Hiftory does not furnifh another example of a king, who, 
after being convicted of feveral different attempts to betray 
his country, and to excite a civil wat, was, neverthelefs, re- 
eftablithed on his throne, without conquering it by force F 
and re-eftablifhed by that very afflembly which, out of royal 
gratitude, he would, if pofible, have maifacred.’ Vol. i. P. 340. 


No, late French author has been fo fevere on the character 
of La Fayette. He reprefents him as artful, perfidious, ands 
ambitious, and omits no opportunity to load his character 
with infamy. Jn this the reader cannot follow him, from a 
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feantijefs of proofs, and thofe of a dubious nature.: :¢ 'Fhe- 
Pruffians,’ he adds, ‘ to whom La Fayette. fled for refuge, con~! 
fined him in a fortrefs belonging to the emperor, who has’ 
kept him in confinement during the lalt four/years, a merited’ 
punithment for his ambition and perfidy, in.deceiving both the 
legiflative body and the king.” His enemies, however, do. not’ 
inflict this merite# punifhment for his having deceived the 
legiflative body; and our author gives us no reafon for changing, 
the common opinion that Fayette’s defign was to preferve the 
conftitutional monarchy, and. to fupprefs the clubs. As to his 
punifhment, as it is called, we know .not how it can be vin-. 
dicated on any principles of juftice or common fenfe. 
M. Pagés is more fuccefsful in attacking the character of 
Petion, whofe fhare in the atrocities of Auguft and Sep- 
tember 1792 cannot well be doubted. 

In Vol. If. after ftating that it may be thought furprifing 
that the national convention decreed a republic, contrary (as 
our author afferts) to their fecret inclinations, he mentions a 
{fpeech of Briflot a few days before the 10th of Auguft, in 
favour of royalty. But it would have been more to his purpofe, 
that is, to the purpofe of exciting furprife, to have ftated what 
happened on the 7th of July. On that day, at the moment 
when M. Briffot had afcended the tribune, to pronounce a 
difcourfe on the means of fecuring the ftate againft all its 
enemies, M. Lamourette, the patriotic bifhop of Lyons, re- 
quefted to be heard for a few minutes. He expatiated on the 
neceflity of union, and moft particularly among the members 
of the national aflembly. ‘ Let us make,’ faid he, ¢ a folemn 
facrifice of our prejudices and paffions, on the altar of our 
country ; let us give a great example to Europe, and infpire 
our enemies with terror; there is nothing incompatible but 
vice and virtue. I move that the prefident put a queftion, in 
thefe terms—Let a]! who hold in equal deteftation a republic 
and two chambers, and who wifh to maintain the conftitution 
as itis, rife.” ‘The words were fcarcely pronounced, when the 
whole affembly, by an inftantaneous impulfe, rofe from their 
feats. ‘Ihe two parties adyanced and embraced each other, 
and folemnly protefted their adherence to the conftitution. 
An individual expreffion of Briffot was certainly of lefs con- 
fequence than this folemn act, of which our author takes ‘no 
notice. ; 

The whole of this volume confifts of reflections upon the 
various periods of the revolution, the details of which are 
very fhort; and the proceedings of the armies are mentioned 
in the grofs.° We feleét the following, as a fpecimen of the 
author’s opinions. 


‘ Thofe who will take a general furvey of the whole of our 


revolution, wili confider above all how crime engenders and 
' perpetuates 
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perpetuates crime... - Fhe guilty have no-hope-df abfolution, 
but by means of freth.offenees. It will be remarked, that. the 
maflacres of September, which, took’ place in order:to procure 
the eleionsof Robefpierre,;Marat, and Danton, and other 
furies of spe fame ftamp inthe deputation of Parissp-were. the 
firft links .in that injmeafurable :chain.of crimes under whicl 
we fo long groaned.;, the fum of our miferies was'the produce 
of thofe choices; and ;they were, the fad refult of, thofe mur 
ders. . We owe. to,that nomination principally, the preferip- 
tions, the, requifitions, the. maximum, the arbitrary, taxes, the 
deftruction. of Lyons, the fiege of Toulon, and di¢ maflacres 
of the fouth and La, Vendée... We never, however, abounded 
more than then, in..pompous maxims. _Juftice and, probity 
were the order of the day, ,at leaft in words. - Robefpierte 
violated every principle and every law, while. he was inceffantly, 
faying, ‘* Ler the nmiverfe-perith-rather than. ene principle be 
violated.” Thefe wretches deftroyed the morals of the peoples 
vandalized France, and.did fo much mifclief, thatdmany per- 
fons ftifl look ‘on ‘the return to, good order as problematical, or: 
rather impoffible: they are the agents. of thofe. who were 
elected after the maflacres.of September, who are continually 
agitating the public, in order to infare themfelves,impunity. 
A man who did.not obferve that the republican government 
was not eftabjifhed, that the great tyranny, for perhaps there. 
{till exifts tao mach, did,mot ceafe till the commengement ‘of 
the exifting legiflative body, faid to me with.a groan,-‘ They; 
fay that Switzerland and Englifh America) are happy. pnader 
republican, governments ;,why..are not we?’ -I, could not 
make a number of:obfervations.to him, which he would not 
have underftood ;;, I. contented myfelf with faying, that the 
conttituent aflembly had overturnedtoo. much, and had under- 
taken too’ much at once; that it had.committed the moft 
ferious errors, and that the convention,was {till mire impe- 
tuous ; that we had had no government till the legiflative body 
met, and that the conduct of the new governors and of thofe: 
who would fucceed them, would decide the queftion whether 
this form of government were equally adapted to all nations, 
whatever might be the bafis of their character.: It refults 
from this converfation, that even the royalifts, for this man 
was fo, would cherifh.the republic, if a good government would 
induce them... This,end will be anfwered, not by terror, but 
by good laws. Royalifm has few refources: the anarchifts 
are more powerful and more audacious: the fame defire to_ 
injure the prefs, the fame thirft of blood confumes them: but 
all the citizens are’ ready to rife againft them. . The priefts 
he tn pe « protect them all, without diftin@tion between thof¢e 
who have and thofe who have not taken the oath, and.they 
~ O03 | will 
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will ceafe to be°dangerous 5; itis perfécution which procures. 
them partizans. Be juft, if you wifh to be great : be juft, if 
you wifh to be happy. - When we. fay juft, we mean juft to 
all, even’ to thofe whom you believe to:be, or who really are, 
your enemies. ‘Thefe are the true principles'of government : 
the exclufives excite apprehenfions with refpeat to theele€tions 
of Germinal: tio longer, undoubtedly, will mén be elected, 
who are covered with the leprofy of erimés for which it was 
neceflary to invent new names, and’ who would wifh again to 
take up gee pee oie Oe a new revoliition ;: they will no 
longer chufe the half-inftruéted, ignoratt babblers, men of 
hothing, apoftles of the agrarian law and‘of a civil'war. It 
will be recollected that the reign of oratots, of thofe*pretend- 
ed worfhippers of the people, ‘is the-worft of all, as we have 
proved in this work’ by inconteftable’ faéts; it has betn the 
6rators, of whom the greater part have iether the knowledge 
nor.the virtue of Cicero, who have lifted the {word of anarchy 
im all reptiblics, who have been the friends of equality, in th¢ 
fame manner as Procruftes, who willed*that'his guefts thonld 
not Be longer than his beds; and who would have. guillotined 
Socrates and Cicero, the one for haying faid ‘that democracy 
is the-reign of the wicked over the good; and the other, for 
aflerting that the temerity and licentioufnefs of the popular 
affemblies had ruined the Grecigg republics; Men of property, 
of honefty, and good fenfe, will be eleéted, who will ‘know alt 
the danger of fundamental mnovations, and that the beft is 
often ‘the enemy of ‘the goods and that that which is fublime 
in theory is often very fatal in-pra€tice: Weare tired of reyo- 
lutions; and. have not ‘forgotten how much gold, blood, and 
tears, they, have coft. " Did we not believe that the revolution 
was concludéd‘on-the 14th of Sept. 1791, by-a perfidious ac- 
ceptance? Had‘ we not the fame hope when thie throne was 
overturned ?... Wag it: not imagined that eyety. thing was 
finifhed on: the 31ft of May 1792, when fonte fattered them- 
felves that virtue was for ever condemned to be filent?’ Did 
not the révolutionary government alfo appear to-be a mean of 
terminating it?) Have we not had new re+a€tions fince the 
gth Thermidor ? TY . 

‘ But, fay the exclufives, the emigrants return in crowds, 
and the tribunals acquit them. ~I know there are judges who 
think it good policy to fhut their eyes upon their return, re- 
folved to punifh them if they difturb the country they think 
that thofe who emigrated after the 31ft of May cannot be 
blamed, nor thofe whom the peafants compelled to feek elfe- 
where, for fafety. . We with not to fay much on this fubje@ ; 
but the following calculation may renew every one’s- courage. 


Suppofing that in-Germinal a fourth or a moiety fhould be 
, elected 
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elected from ‘among’ the royalifts, will thete not ftill remain 
the other half of the third to counterbalance them? Will, 
there ‘not retain’ the two-thirds of the legiflative body, of 
which a gteat majority are more fincetely attached to the re- 
public, than thofe who pretend to be the only patriots? We 
muft therefore believe; that the revolution, in fpite of the 
anarchifts, will refenible thofe violent and terrible claps of 
thunder, which, dfter having beén tor a confiderable time pro- 
longed, after having borne with them devaftation and death, 
finith with purifying the atrofphere, aud bringing back ferene 
weather. We believe that the fame thing will happen to us as 
happened in England. ‘The parliaments, fince fo jealous of 
their liberty, were under Hénry VII. the inftruments of his 
ferocity. Nothing was feen but {caffolds, gibbets, and funeral 
piles. Such were the paths over which’ the Englith trod to 
arrive at the times when Locke dived into the human under- 
ftanitling, Newtoti developed the-laws of natare, and that 

ple had the wifdom, which we have not yet had, to eftablifh 
the equilibrium of the three powers. After tle fanguinary 
reign of Henry VIII: the duke of Somerfet, protector of Eng- 
land, cut off the head of Seymour the high adniiral, his own 
brother ; he foon‘loft-his own life on the feaffold, by order of 
the duke of Northumberland, who himfelf fuffered the fame 
punifhment. « The archbithop of Cariterbury buried the fec- 
taries, arid was burned himfelf in Kis turn, Queen Mary exes 
cuted Jane Grey and all her family; and queen Mary’ of 
_ Scotland loft her herd ont the f{caffold: This part of the hif- 
tory of England is fit to be written by the hangman. Crom- 
well, with ah impudence and liypocrify; and particularly with 
a cant, perhaps till more abfurd and difgufting than that of 
Robefpierre and the Jacobi:is, who wifhed to fans-culottife 
France; Cromwell; who, like Robefpierre, from a fanatic 
became ambitious, arrived at-the di€tatorfhip, after having led 
his king to'the feaffold: Who would-not-have prefaged, when 
he faw this long ind dreadful confufion.in the ftate, that that 
kingdom was nearruin? It was directly'the contrary; or- 
der fprung out of'the bofom of anarchy liberty, public and 
private fafety, were nurféd in the lap of diftord and calamity; 
the bounds of thé human miiid were enlargéd, and its domi- 
nion extended. If the hiftory of our revolution has but too 
much refermbled that part of the hiftory of our neighbours: 
if the enormities of our pto-confuls have furpafled thofe of 
the Englith aces let us, at leaft, imitate the return of that 
nation to wifdom, ‘to internal peace, and to the arts. The 

is no longer; whatever. may be faid, any remains of th 
Orleanift faétion; but feveral of its former agents exift, and 


are united with the anarchifts: that is the party over which 
Oo4 terror 
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terror fhould hever..' As to, the malcontents, their numbers 
will diminith with the increafe of order and wifdom. . Let the 

overnment ‘daily. gain the confidence of the people, and. it 
will have a thoufand arms.at its fervice ; it. will pofiefs that 
irrefiftible and coloffal’ power with which its predeceflors.de- 
ftroyed every thing, and might, if they had chofen, have re- 

newed! every thing,,with which it may do,every thing, .and 
without it ndthing;,, without it every effort. will be paralyfed. 
The.tafk of the legiflative body and of the government is im- 
menfe,. but a haryeft of .glory and of benedictions will be 
reaped by them... ‘They haye to.gain over to the republic thofe 
whom tyranny, ;injyftice, and oppretiion, have alienated from 
it; they have to -manifeft that our covftitution is _not.a; phila- 
fophic fpeculation, the: advantages. of which will vanith, in 
practice; they haye to prove the poflibility of. the augutt alli- 
ance of morals and politics; they have to convince us that,the 
principles of liberty, equality, and’juftice, are not vain words 
atid fruitlefs paradoxes, and that,: if the inauguration of the 
conftitution,took place inthe mid{t of thunder and lightning, 
this ftriking and majeftic coloffus is at length fet upright, and 
is not. a phantom ; they have to repair the, mifchief done by 
thofe.monfters,, whofe. names, whole reign, and whofe ¢ crimes, 
we, fhould wilt for, ever to bury in, oblivion ; they have to rc~ 
médy the-errors andicrimes of three aflemblies, and to blot 
out of remembrance feven. years, feven ages of calamity. 

‘“Weycannot refolve to conclude this hiftory, without once 

more attacking a prejudice, which appears, at this moment, 
to be the greateft obitacle to peace-., It-is faid, that, to make 
it durable, the Rhine fhould be; made our undary ¢ and ram- 
part; it is precifelyithe contrary; the.agg ndifements of a 
nation make the fpirit of, rivalry and hatred fiexcer...” ral 
queft is an wnperithable germ of wars and divifions, Do you 
wifh for a rampart.more folid than the Rhine? Obferve 1¢ 
maxim, fo beautiful, and, at the fame time, .fo politic, of the 
conftituent body, when it declared that France for ever re- 
nounced.all -idea of conqueft. But what, will indemnify us? 
Peace, happinefs, and alliance and commerce. with neigh- 
bouring nations; they will begin by efteeming us, and will 
finifh with loving us. Governors, never forget that love is a 
ftronger rampart than terror, both within and without; let 
not the faying of the Roman general efcape you; “ A few 
more fuch victories os thofe which I have gained, and I thall 
be as much exhaufted as the vanquifhed.” ‘The ruinous fuc- 
cefles of war caufed all the reverfes of Louis XIV. Thefe 
reflections are addrefled to foreign powers as well.as to our 
direCiors.’ Vol. ij. P. 460, 





The 











Eckhel’s Doétrina Numorum Veterum. §37 


The .tranflation of this work, although evidently.a hally 

erformance, is .tolerably faithful, The: whole, may - be 
read with adyeatage . as the. reflections af an_eye-witnels ; 
but, as a complete itor, it is extremely defeiive 3 and what 
is new, bears @ very {mall proportion, to what.is,well known. 


“ate 


+ 





Doéirina Numarum veterum con{criptaa Zofepho Eckhel Thefauro 
_ Cafareo Numorum, Gemma umqacl eterum, et Rei Antiquaria 
_..in Univerfitate. V indebonen’ docenda. prefetto. ..Pars Ll. de 

Moneta Romanorum., Vol. V. continens Numos Confulares et 


» Familiarum, fubjedis Indicgibuss . 4to- .Vimdobone. 1795. 


Profeffor Eckhel’s Doétrine of Ancient Coins. ‘PartiII. on the 
Money of the Romans.’ Vol..V. containing ‘the Confular and 
Family Coins 5 with Indexes fubjoimedi “420. Vientia. 

THE reputation as a medalift, which’ the author enjoys, and 
' the details we have given ‘of the*firft part of his work, 

render it neediefs to be fo particular on’ this, as its mérits and 

his fame might otherwife demand, That our readers, how- 
ever, may judge of his plan, we will here exhibit the out- 

NERS Sea. Ray rns - 

’ “Phis volume is ‘divided ‘into two fe@tions : the former, treat- 

ing ofthe con/u/ar coins, confifts of fix chapters, in the firft 

af which the-ptofeffor inquires into the origin and antiquity of 
the Roman coinage, and.inftead of' referring, with Eutropius, 

Athentus, Macrobius, and:Fadorus, to the fabulous accounts 

of Saturn and Janus, or eveh to Numa, he goes back only to 

Servius, and ftates the earli¢ft devices to haye beén'a theep, 

dn ox, or a (wine S*whenée. the? itime” becunia. Defcending, 

inthe fecond chapter,’ into farther particulars, under the head 
of brafs money, he adverts to the‘as arid its agi Te ‘diminu- 
tion of. the''as, and thediftingkifhing’ marks of the confular 
brafs 3 fubjoining a catalogue 0 ‘proportions and names. The 
third chapter takes up the //ver money of the Romans, and, 
after reverting to its origin and divifion, treats of the denarius, 
quinarits, and /eftertius, ot. /éfertium —(the former, as an ad- 
jeGtive, m tonjunction with zumus, and the latter, as refer- 
ring to mi/liare)— diferaninating the weight and marks pecu- 
liar to each.,.: The ancient,.mode of counting by fefterces’ is 
next explained, and their value compared with the money of 
the moderns. Chapter the fourth has for its objeét the gold 
money of the, Romans ; in which, having traced upward its 
origin, weight, and. value, the learned abbé inftitutes an in- 
quiry, whether gold money were coined under the Roman re- 
public by any ordinary law ? and after an acute difquifition, 
determines the queftion in the negative. &, 
Cc 
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The fifth chapter prefents'a catalogue of confular ¢oins, 
whilft the fixth is occupied ‘with the foreign coins of go/d, 
filver, and. bra/s, infcribed ROMA, ROMANO, and RO- 
MANOM. 

The fecotid fe€tion, and latger portion. by far of the vo- 
lume, is employed on ‘the family coms. Introductory to them, 
the Prolegomena that occur will be found of fignal importance. 
Of thefe the firft chapter prefents a decifion on the utility of 
the family coins. “The fecond treats of the ames they exhi- 
bit, under the titles of prenomen, nomeny\ cognomen, and agno- 
meny adoptive names, and the ‘mention of father and grondfa- 
ther. Chapter the third notices the magi/frates that océur on 
the family coins ;-as does the fourth the treturi and quatuor- 
viri monetales, or~ mint-ma/fiers, whillt the fifth chapter. con- 
tains an inquiry, whether the charge-of coining were. peculiar 
to them? andthe fixth, whether, and by whom, Roman money, 
beyond the city, were coined ? . 

The feventh chapter treats of infcriptions upon the family 
coins, under the divifions of the ordinary rule f Hl 
abridged forms of writing, figle, monograms, archaifms, fingle 
letters of the alphabet, and Grialiaitieal charaftérs.: °° * 

In the eighth ehapter,-the profeffor inveftigates the impre/fes 
in general on the family coins; inthe ninth, the heads om their 
faces, male and female; and, in the tenth, defcants on the 
female head with awinged hat. ° 

The eleventh chapter gives fcope to difcuffions concerning 
genii, the genit of regions, cities, and peoples; good genii, and 
evil. In Ke twelfth and thirteenth chapters, ‘thofe types are 
confidered which were impreffed in atteflation of domeftic de- 
fertsy or in allufion to- the names. Chapter the fourteenth is 
confined to detached impreffes; the fifteenth, to permutated, or 
transferred types, and the fixteenth to ferrated coins. | 
_ The feyenteenth chapter enters largely into the fubje& of 
Pieter coins, filver; gold, and brafs; the eighteenth contains 
chronological rules concerning them; the nineteenth prefents 
obftrvations on-thofe who: have written upon this clafs of 
coins; and the twentieth exhibits the author's defign; which, 
as a {pecimen of his ftyle and manner, we annex— | 


‘ Paucis fic habeto: Brevitatem feCtari placuit. Eam non 
modo fuafit ratio operis oninés riuniorum clafles complexi, fed 
et ipfi hujus claflis numi illud poftulare vifi, qui: plura corti- 
nent incerta, et ambigua, qtiam qus nullo ‘adverfarite poflint 
adfirmari. Que veto voluiptas aut fcribentis, aut, déinde le- 
gentis, cum ad prolixe difputationis finem ventumi eft, effe 
weque incertum, ac dudum? Habet iftud omnis ars humana, 
ut plura fint, que nefeimus, quam qu fcimus, et qui rite 

dabit 
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dabit operam, non ut omnia. explanet,: fed ut plura, reliqua 
relinquat pofteris, qui. forte novorum ope fubfidiorum ea ex- 
pedient, aut nobifcum ignorabunt. Hoc fane confilie ad feri- 
bendum appellet animum, cui turpes videntur nuge difficiles, 
et ftultus labor ineptiarum. Interéa dui? brevitati confulut, 
operam dedi, -ne qua intereidere pateref, qué cognitu effe 
digna, vel qu. utilia ab iis, qui preceflere,, funt obfervatay * 

‘ In enarrandis numis. ordinem fervavialphabeticum gen- 
tium, quem primus intulit Urfinus, quoque opportunior alter 
obtineri.vix peterit.. Inter gentes ipfas numi iterum,pro.alpha- 
betico cognominum ordine. difpofiti funt, cum is.commede ad- 
hiberi potuit. - ta | ’ 

‘ Gentes, et familias ex coloniarum, et municipiorum mo- 
neta cognitas, etfi.eas in fylabum fuum receperint Patinus, 
Vaillantius, Morellius, negligendas duxi. Magiftratus.enim 
municipales, etfi gentibus Romanis homonymi, vix-tamen ad 
eas pertinuere, ut dictum in tractatu,de coloniis, vol. iv. p. 
482. Proconfules, prztores, provinciarum quzftores,. quos 
pecunia peregrina fiftit, cum faltem aliquamdiu fub imperato- 
ribus ex. unis fere gentibus. Romanis capti fuerint,. inter.gen- 
tes, ad quas f{peétant, indicavi quidem, fed plerumque in mo- 
neta ejus.utbis, ex qua prodiyere,..explicavi. Iti tamen infti- 
tuto non ultra Domitiani imperium inhefi.. Nam ¢um dein- 
cep$ provinciarum. regimen multo frequentius\ ac antea de- 
mandatum fuerit peregrinis in civitatis et honorum commuhio- 
nem adfcitis, difficile jam eft, atque intutum,, hos, et vere 
Romanz profapie homines difcernere. Familiarum numos 
uni Goltzio cognitos vetere meéo inftituto omnes afpernor ; 
fuis tamren locis monere non ‘negligo, fi qua.ex numis gens ab 
eo fuit intrufa, ne quid a me per incutiam pretermiflum de- 
fideret le€tor. eee ae ; 

© Denarios Bruti, Caffii, Sex..Pompéii, Iviroram M. An- 
tonii, et Lepidi, quoniam viti hiintér Julii Cefaris et Augnfti 
tempora fummo in republica loco ftetere, et numoruni, quos 
nomine: fuo fignavere, argumenta hiftoriam C2dfarum eximit 
illuftrant, poft numos.Czefaris-diétatoris collocare, explicareque 
opportuaius eft vifum. fbiosh- (2a : T . 

‘ Singulis.etiam numis fui; adjeci meriti ftatum, fic ut fe 
cundum notas jam pafhim receptas: litera R indicet numum 
efle rarum, RR magis rarumi, et fic déinteps, litefa autem C, 
numum effe communem, et obvium,”: 


The reft: of the volume is’ filled with defcriptions and ex- 
plications of the family coins, and indexes of cognomtina, ins 
jeriptions, and things. 


Doéftrina 
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Doé&rina Numor um 'Veterum, toc. Volumen VI: continens Nu 
- mos Imperatorios. bgt Cafar e u/que ad Hadrianum aes 


Familiam. . T7Gt 


Vi olume the ee the Im peratorial Coins from Fins 
ve. » Gafan to Eadvian and bis £amily. | 


40 this vatishhe 4g prefixed a Preface of cotifiderable ex- 
tent, in which ‘the learned author points out'the merits 
and defects of his’ predeceffors in the fame department; inter- 
fperfing fuch’remarks, as evince acutenefs: of judgment, with 
a profound knowledge of his {rbject.—The ‘variety and im- 
portance of information with which thefe volumes abound, 
will 1iét: orily'rendet them’ a moft defirable acquifition, but 
aicsaeeci Noy to tiie te evtoni of their ‘author. 





Letwre’ ME le Millévin Aion’, Profelfeut bribe ite de Batanigga, 
@ LUniverfite Royale ge Turin, Diréétieur du Jardin public 
des Plantes, et’ Membredes plus célébres Académies de P Ene 
rope, fur'les Beaux’ Artspiet, “en particulier, fur le Cabitet 
a’ “Antiquités et d’ Phi fcive Naturelle de 8. E. Monfeigneur le 

~ Cardinal Borgia &Veletvi. Par ! Abbé Etienne Berfon, Doc 
teur én Thiologies Doyen’ dé la C olléviale de Chamoux, ea 
Membre de 0 Aeadémie des Beaux Arts' We Pleprinel: 8ve, 
Rome. > 17962" " 


A Letter to ML Alhioni, M.D. emeritus Prolif of Botany in the 
~ Royal Univer Ji ty of Turin DireGor of the Public Garden of 
Plants, and Member of the moft celebrated Academies in E Ur Ope, 
concerning the Fine. Arts, and particularly the Cabinet of Aur 
tiquities and Natural Hiftory of his Eminence the Lord. Car, 

_, dingl Borg ig ai V eletri, by the Abbé Stephen Borfon, D. D. 
Dean of oe Collegiate, Chae op of, Chamoux, and Member of 
nis Academy of the Fine Arts at Florence. 


“HOUGH the obfervations with which this letter i is intro- 
' ducedy concerning: the-finecarts, -and'the advantages for 
ftudy ying them at Rome, decidedly prové'the tafte ‘and judg- 
nient of the: writer 5 ‘yet ‘as they have but little of novelty in 
them, ‘and ate befides but fubfervient to that which comes af- 
ter,—for the fake, ofthe latter, we fhall here pafs them over. 
Having pointed out thevatious refources’ with which Rome 
abounds for the fludy of antiquities, and the colleétions daily 
making to facilitate natural Lngwledgen which had hitherto 


« 


been too much negletted, Dr. Borfon proceeds to obferve, 
that, amongit the monuments of the fciences, the moft va- _ 
luable and rare curiofities he had feen, were thoie in the mu- 

feum 
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feum at Veletri, a. colle&tion,almoft entirely created by his 


eminence cardinal, Borcra, and by his indefatigable zeal car-_ 


ried to fuch a point of riches and magnificence, as not only to. 
furpafs every other collection in Italy but in Europe.., +. 

The. reputation, which the illuftrious poffeflor has derived 
from his cabjnet, hath extended. itfelf everywhere; but, adds 
the doétor, ‘it cannot make known the rare and eminent guali-, 
ties. by which he is diftinguifhed, and which I have never 
ceafed to admire during the five months_I have had the happ1-. 
nefs to approach him, and he hah condefcended to honour 
me with his kindnefles. All the virtues that can illuitrate a 
prelate invefted with the moft con[picuous dignities and func- 
tions, are united in his perfon to the moft precious endow- 
ments of fcience, andthe ampleft {tores of erudition. The 
many works he at different times hath produced, atteft the 
extent of his knowledge in religious and civil antiquities, the 


juft difcernment and the refined tafte which he carries into - 


every object of the fciences that his genius embraces. “The 
republic of letters entertains but one fentiment concerning 
him, which is the moft juft and grateful admiration for the 
powerful protection he vouchfafes them, and the generous 
reception with which he honours thofe who are cultivators of 
them. Great without pride, learned without feverity or of- 
tentation, his manners affable and gracious, and the amenity 
of his fpirit, are happily adapted to infpire a love for the {ei- 
ences, and refolution to furmount the embarraffments that be- 
fet them; whilft the benignity of his heart, and his other vir- 
tues, fecure to him invariable refpect, and the attachment of 
all that have accefs to-his perfon.’ 

Of the cabinet forméd by this accomplifhed character, we 
will annex a generat but interefling detail. 

The fir/? clafsis diftinguifhed under the head of Ecyp Tian 
Antiquitigs, of which No. I. contains §86 ‘monuments 
{culptured in marble, bronze, lead, ivory, wood, and paftes; 
fome of them painted.—No, II. 412 precious ftones, repre- 
fenting Egyptian divinities, and other fubjects illuftrative of 
cuftoms, rites, &c. amongft which are fifty fcarabzi adorned 
with fymbolical figures, hieroglyphics, with one of green por- 
phyry. .Thefe monuments, which are capable of throwing 
fo much light on an infinity of important topics of religion, 
civil ufages, fymbols, the arts, &c. have been examined as 
fubjects of natural hiftory, under the title of Fofilia A’gyptiaca 
Mufei Borgiani Velitris, by G. Wan, a learned Dane, and 
printed “in 4to, Velitris, 1794.—No. III. a feries of the me- 
dals*of Alexandria, publifhed at Rome, 1787, in 4to, under 
the title, Numi Algyptii Imperatorii profiantes in Alufeo Bore 
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iano Velitris, &c. by Zoéga, another eminent fcholar from 

enmark.—No. IV. about 800 fragenents of manu(cripts on 

parchment, in Copto-Thebatc charaCters.— Frederic Engelbrath 

is at prefent employed in digefting a catalogue raifonné of thete 

MSS.—-No. V. Egyptian paper made from the papyrs The 
3 


only fpecimen Known of the fort was edited in 1788, by Ni- 
cholas Schow, and printed at Rome, entitled, Charta papyracea 
Grace feripta Mufei Borgiqni Velitris, qua Series. Incolarum 
Ptolemaidis Arfinoitice in Aggeribus et Foffis operantium dxhibe- 
tur, cum Adnotatione critica et pal@ograpbica in Textum 
Charte. : 

Under the head of CurisT1an Monuments oF Ecypr, 
occur feveral MSS. which have become the fubjeéts of the fol- 
lowing publications : | 1 

Fragmentum Evangelii §. foannis Greco-Copto-Thebaicum 
Seculi IV. Additamentum ex vetuftifimis Membranis Leétionum 
Evangelicarum Divine Miff@ Cod. Diaconi Reliquie, et Litur- 
gica alia Fragmenta veteris Thebaidenfium Ecclehie ante Diof- 
corum, ex Veliterno Mufeo Borgiano nunc prodeunt in Latinum 
verfa, et Notis illuffrata; opera et fiudio F. Auguftini Antoni 
Georgii Eremita Auguftiniani. Rome 1789 in yt Rperpaee tes 

This work, which reflects great honour on the profound 
erudition of father Georgi, abounds with interefting remarks 
on the dialeéts ufed by the Egyptians, particularly thofe of 
Memphis and Thebes ; the relation between the Hebréw. and 
Egyptian ; and ona third diale€t, in common between that of 
Thebes and Memphis, recently difcovered from a MS. of -the 
Epiftle of Paul to the Corinthians, in the poffeffion of his 
éminefice. . 

Specimen Verfionum Daniclis Copticarum, nonum ejus Caput 
Memphitice, et Sabidice exhibens, edidit, et illuftravit Frideri- 
cus Miinter Hafnienfis 4. M1. Arc. et Soc. Volfe. Velit.. Sod. 
Rome 1786 in 8vo. | 

M. Friderici Minter in Univ. Hafn. 8. Theol. Prof. Publ. 
éxtr. Acad. Volfcorum Felitris, et Arcadum Rime Soc. Com- 
mentatio de Indole Verfionis Novi Te/tamenti Sahidice. Accedunt 
Fragmenta Epifiolarum S. Pauli ad Timotheum, ex Membranis 
Sahidicis Mufei Borgiani Vehtris. Hafnia’ excudebat Fob. 
Frider. Schultz. 17809, in 4fo. : ee, os 

De Miraculis 8. Coluthi et Reliqnits 8. Pane{mi Martyrum 
Thebaica Fragmenta duo, alterum aucTius, alterum nunc primum | 
editum. Preit Differtatio’ Eminentiffimi. Cardinalis Borgia de 
. Cultu 8. Colutht Martyris. Accedint’ Fragmenta varia notis in- 

Serta, omnia ex Mufeo Borgiano Veliterno deprompta et illuftra- 
ta, opera ac fiudio F. Aigujiini Antonii~Georgii Eremite Aus 
guftiniani. Rome. 1793+ 4to. 

From the — differtation of the cardinal, we gather 

: that 
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that thefe monuments were found amongft the ruins of an 
ancient monaftery, fituated near Thebes in Upper Egypt 
whence they were fent to him with fome other MSS. amongtt 
which was found one written in Greek and Coptic, contain- 
ing the gofpel of St. Jonn, which the characters refer to the 
clofe of the 4th or beginning of the sth century. 

The fend clafs confilts of VoLsclAN MONUMENTS. 

No. I. Various bas-reliefs, in terra cotta, painted in en- 
cauftic Thefe have been publifhed in colours at Rome by 
father Becchetti, aDominican, diftinguifhed for his learning ; 
the bas-reliefs, confidering their age, are remarkable for their 
beauty, and illuftrate the cuftoms of thofe ancient times and 
cities, particularly Velitri. , , 

II. Confifts ot a plate of brafs, with 4 Volfcian infcrip- 
tion, which gb¢ Lanz: has engraved and explained. | 

The third cla/s contains ErruscAN MONUMENTS. 

No. I. Twelve pater@ in bronze, ornamented with figures: 
of thefe, four exhibit Etrufcan infcriptions. 

II. Others without figures. 

Ill. Candelabra of bronze, one of which is adorned with 
charaéters and figures. | 

IV. A hundred and forty-one idols and other Etrufcan 
bronzes; fome with infcriptions. 

V. Two myftic cifte, one of which is of bronze, raifed, 
with appropriate ornaments and figures! around it. 

VI. Six fmall columns, and two fepulchral infcriptions. 

Vil. Two hundred and fixty-fix Etrufcan A/es. 

VIII. A feries of fcarabzi. 

IX. Four beautiful urns in terra cotta, ornamented with 
flowers and infcriptions. 

X. Other terra cottas, with infcriptions. 

XI. An urn formed of the ftone called Travertino, which 
is likewife ornamented with letters—Many authors haye 
availed themfelves of thefe monuments for their refearchtes 
into antiquity, particularly Luigi Lanzi, and Ennio Vifconti. 

The fourth cla/s confilts of GRECIAN MONUMENTS. 

No. I. a very ancient seféra, publifhed under the follow- 
ing title: Expojitio. Fubula hofpitalis, ex Are, antiquiffime in 
Mufeo Borgiane Veletris adfervate, augiore Foanne Philippo 
Siebenkees, Nerhiberienh, fic. Rome. 1789, in 4to. 

II. A great number of Greek idols in bronze, with many 
pieces of fculptured marble, of which a very ancient frag- 
poe has been publifhed at Rome, in 4to, by Arnold Heeren, 
1786. 

HI. Two very ‘large lamps of bronze, one of which hath 
twelve fockets. 

IY. About a hundred Greek infcriptions. 
rea V. Above 
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V. Above ninety painted vafes, charged with figures, conte 
monly ftyled Etrufcan: many of them with’characters. 

VI. A beautiful feries ol Greek coims, imperial,.and of 
cities ; above five thoufand.’ 

An account of a rare and unknown medal in this. colleétion, » 
reprefenting the head of Caracalla, and, onthe reverfe, a fi- 

ure half-naked, with an exergue in Greek, U/pia Pautatia, 
, city of Thrace) was publifhed at Rome, in Ato, 1789, in 
a letter from Nicholas Schéw to Cardinal Borgia. : 

The f/th cla/s contains ROMAN MONUMENTS. 

Of thefe No. I. includes above 600, reprefenting, in bronze, 
divinities, animals, and various other remains, amongtt which 
are {culptures of exquifite workmanthip, fome, in lead and 
others in ivory, 

If. A quantity of utenfils of various kinds, and particularly 
a bridle, which has given occafion to the following tract: 
Philippi Inverzim Romani de Freuis, eorumque. Generibus. et 
Partibus apud veteres. ‘Roma, 1795—in which .the author, 
with fingular erudition, inveftigates, amongft; all. nations in 
which equitation has been practifed, whether bridles, and of 
what kind, were in ufe, —efpecially amongft the Jews, Phee- 
nicians, Essuicans, Greeks, ee, and ancient Volfcians ; 
and concludes that the. particular bridle which is the fubject 
of his inquiry, is noj earlier than the Chriftian emperors. 

I]I. Many pieces of lead, inferibed with very ancient cha- 
racters, and many of terra cotta, ornamented. with bas-re- 
liefs. 

IV. A feries of 4s, aff fuf, and very ancient: four of 
them reétangular, infcribed Romanom. Thefe are of great 
rarity, and have afforded matter for remark to profeffor Eck- 
bel. 

. V. Many fculptures in marble: one in particular, a bas- 

relicf of great antiquity, RepIPentNE a figure with a dog, 

larger than nature. 

VI. A feries of weights i in brafs, to the number of henty~ 
fix, with characters; and others in ftone. jos’ 

_ VII. Above 600 Roman infcriptions. 

VU. A great number: of admiffion tickets to the theatre, 
and other fpectacles (teffere theatrales) ; fome ivory, others 
boue. 

IX. A quantity of terra cottas, adorned with figures, -bas- 
reliefs, and infcriptions. 

X. A quantity of lamps, with different figures, fymbols in 
brafs and terra cotta; many feals in brafs ; keys and rings in 
brafs, gold, and Gilver. n 

The fixth cla/s is made up of Inp1AN MONUMENTS. _, 

No. I, Above 100 curioufly painted figures of divinities 
and 
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and cuftoms of thé Indians, which havé given‘éccafion to the 
following pablication by a miflionary, who ‘refided fouttéen 
years amongft ‘them, ‘knew and {poke the’ Shanferit, and, in 
1790, publifhed a grammar of that language: — Syflema Brab- 
manicum Laturgicum ay oe Civile ex Monumentis Indi« 
cis Mujei Borgiani Velitris Differtationibus biftorico criticis ils 
luflravit Fr. Paulintis‘a 8. Bartholomeo Mijf tontrius, Academ 
mice Volfeorum Vehiterne Socius. Roma, 1791, in gto. 

II. ‘I'wo {mall temples, or chapels, in wood painted, mo- 
numents of great curiofity. 

UI. Piftyfix Indian idols in brafs, ftone, and'lead. 

Iv. A con iderable: -‘colle€tioti of the'money of China, Ja- 
pan, Siam, Tonquin, Thibet, Hindoftan, Malabar, Suma- 
+ Armenia, and the other regions of’ A fia. 

V. Many books in the language of ‘China, “Tastarys Ton- 
quin, Japan, ‘Nepal,’ &c. : 

This rich calleétion’ of “MSS. has afforded opportunity 
to a learned ex-miflionary, of difplaying the flores of an-eru- | 
dition fcarcely known yet in'Europe, and of itrefragably re= 
futing the favourite hypothefis of M. Bailli, on the exiftence 
of a people anterior to the ‘Chaldeans, Hebréws, Egyptians, 
&c. as well as of ‘eftablifhing other interefting points. The 
title of this learned work is: M4ufei Borgiani Velitris Codices 
Manu/fcripti Avenfes, Peguani, Sciamici, Malebarici, Indoftani, 
Animadverfionibus hiftorico-criticis caftigati et illuftrati. Acce- 
dunt Monumenta inedita, et Cofmogonia Indico-Tibetina, Auiore 
P. Paulino a §. Bartholom@o Carmelita Difcaleeato, Malaba- 
rice Ex-Miffionario, Academia Volfcorum Sotio. Roma, 179 3s 
in Ata. 

The /feventh clafs sili THE ARABIAN MONUMENTS. 

No.1. A celeftial globe,’ executed by Caiffar, a celebrated 
aftronomer, for Muhammed Alkamel, fixth king of Egypt, 
in 1225 of our era. “Of ‘this a very interefting account has 
heen publithed by Profeffor Affeman, at Patua, 1790, in 
410. 

Al. Fhitty bronzes, with Arabic letters and figures, amongft 
which are two, very aneient and curious Coptic aftrolabes. 

III. A cabinet of morethan 1000 Arabic coins. Of thefey 
two interefting publications have appeared by Profeffor Adlery 
at Rome, 1782, and \at-‘Gopewhagen, 1792, in 4to.—In the 
pene volume, avery fingular monument af the Dru/es is in- 
erted 

Iv. A plate of bral aad, another of lead, with Arabic let- 
ters and infcriptionss 4 yi) 6)» a /? 

V. Cornelian and other_gems of. _ antiquity, with Aras 
bic characiarg, to,the-number.of 113. 
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VI.‘ A fmall column of marble: with engraved characters : 


fingularly curious. 
VIL. A number of Arabic MSS. on n parchment and paper 


‘of cotton. 
The eighth clafs comprehends THE MONUMENTS OF THE 


NORTHERN NATIONS. 

No. I. Seven Runic calendars ; one made of the bones of 
the fith called the /ea-dog 5 the reft of, wood. Dr. Ramus.has 
a a book on thefe calendars, but. which is. not yet pub- 
ithe 

Il. Two magical drums of Lapland and Greenland. 

‘Til. A large quantity of arms of the ancient people of the 
north, formed from various forts of ‘ftones. 

{V. Many other weapons, of copper, iron,-and brats, : 
...V. Sepulchral urns of baked earth, ; 

The wtstth clafs confifts of MEXICAN. MONUMENTS... 

No. I,.A great number of idols in wood.and, baked earth. 
Il. A Mexican MS, on. deer’s fkin, painted on both fides, 
forty-five Roman: palms in length. »; This.is a-moft. valuable 
monument of chronology, which abbé,Linus. Fofepb Fabrega, 
a Mexican, is at prefent employed in explaining, 

‘The tenth cla/s contains CHRISTIAN MONUMENTS, .. 

I. Antique and figured glaffes, belonging to the ancient ce- 
meteries of Rome. 

II. A lead belonging to the hiftory of 5. Genefio, of which 
a curious account was publifhed by Profeffer P.. Irenaeus Affe, 
at Parma, 1794, in 4to. 

If. A number of croffes, crucifixes, rings, chalices, lamps, 
of ivory, and {culptured ftones, &c. 

Af Above 100 Chriftian infcriptions, 

V. More than 200 feals of churches, bifhops, archdeacons, 
sich &c. 

VI. Above fevent pictures on. wood. 

To mention all ~ works in this mufeum which contri- 
-bute to illuftrate the fciences and religion, ‘would be endlefs ; 
we will, therefore, add only the infcription at its entrance : 


STEPHANVS BORGIA S.R. E. 
PRESB. CARD. 
EX MVLTIS ORBIS PARTIBVS COLLEGIT ° 
ANNO MDCCXY. “> 
AVGVSTVM CIVEM SVYM IMITATYS 
QVI REBVS VETVSTATE AC RARITATE ° 
‘ NOTABILIBUS * 
- SVA PRETORIA ORNAVIT. “°° S90 
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To aie mention of the “fubjegs of ristetrdd ‘hiftory ‘inthis 
mufeum, 








4 Week's Gourfe of Edducation at\ London. $47 
mufetim,’ Dr; Borfonshas: prefixed)a minute! deferiptionf a 
very curious, and, as it fhould feem, non-defcript univalvular 
fhell, of the ‘colour of whité wine: vetging on. yellow} | tranf- 
parent, and having the appearance of the thinneft glafs.. Qf 
this he has-given four engravings, 
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Une Semaine-d’une Maifon d’ Education de Londves:: contenant 
des Lectures; des Hifttres agréables, et des Dialogues:: Par 
une Dame de Di/tinétion. : 


A Week's Courfe of Education at London ; containing Leélures, 
Tales, and Dialogues.,12mo. 35. 6d. Elmfly.’ 1797. 


THs compilation has no preface or addrefs to-the reader ; 

and it exhibits no ‘internal marks of the hand of a Jady 
of diftinétion, to whom. it is attributed in the title-page. A 
fhort dialogue introduces an extra€t from Marmontel’s Hiftory 
of the Incas, which fome female‘pupils are fuppofed to read 
to their inftru&trefs. Remarks are then made on the fubje@ ; 
and a ridiculous ftory-is afterwards read, of a princefs whofe 
nofe derived-a preternatural elongation from her having eaten 
a particular fpecies of ' figs ;:a punifhment which was inflited 
upon her for her perfidy to ker lover, Frefh readings and 
new dialogues follow: the latter are not ill»written; andthe 
work may: prove ufeful to thofe who are endeavouring to ac- 
quire a knowledge of the French language. 
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Récueil des Adtes Diplomatiques concernant la Négociation du 
Lord Malmefbury avec- le Gouvernement de la’ Republique 
Frangaife, a Paris, du’22 O&. au’ 20 Dec. 1796. Suivies 
d’ Ofervations Diplomatiques et Politiques. Par ? AuteiP de 
la Politique Raifonnée, fc. Uambourg.’ 1797. 


Collettion. of Diplomatic Pieces relating to the Negotiation of 
Lord AL Sy with the Government of) the French Re- 
public, Fc. To which are added Diplomatic and Political 
Obfervations. 8v0. 33. fewed. Imported by De Boffe. 

"Tb igiomatic conduct of the regular governments of Eu- 

rope has been long the fubje¢t of juft ridicule among thofe 

who have peer ia all, concerned, in, negotiations; and the ill 

fuccefs of lord Malmefbury, in his late journey to Paris is by 


no means calculated -to.bring them, into general credit. 
common courier. might.at once have fettled the whole of his 
bufinefs ; and, by a proper underftanding in the outfet, Great 
Britain. might haye_been {pared the difgrace of feeing her re- 
mp Rexe Pi py a por 
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“prefetitative expofed'to the ridicule ‘of Europe. » ‘Our 2ithor 
‘does not fee thefe thitigs in the fame light; he is attached to 
“the ftyle of the’ off courts, and gives us’a’detail of the-meé- 
“Morials in ‘the late negotiation, with’ a view of eftabliftiing 
fome general principles for ‘diplomatic ‘condu®. He refers 
us.to the peace of Utrecht for a general ftandard, and talks 
of the balance of power with the ufua! obfcurity attachéd te 
that expreflion. We may judge*of ‘the extent of his forefight 
‘by-the following paffage: ‘ The feparation of the interefts of 
Auftria and England, very poflible, and even-very probable, 
at the begining. of the. year 1.796, is now impofhble ; and 
‘thofe old friends, which at one time had almoft loft fight 
of each other, will remain fo much the more united, as 
France’ endeavours* more objtinately to -feparate them.’ 
Of his talents for improving the diplomatic branch of go- 
vernment, we may form a-tolerable judgment from the en- 
comiums beftowed ‘on the German ‘conttitution,- and ‘his 
wifhes ‘that that, itr our opinion, barbarous feudal government 
might be re-eftablithed with all its ancient rights and dignitles. 
To fuch a!perfon the conduét of the ele€tor of Hanover 
-muft naturally’ appear very criminal. “We are’very forry,’ 
fays he, “that, whilft this work was in the prefs,-a ciroum- 
ftance fhould have hindered us from: imferting here. a-‘note 
“tranfmitted to the dict of the empire by the government of 
“Hanover in O€tcber 1796. This ‘note is ‘hot ‘to be found 
in any of the public papers ‘of Europe's’ (though it was da- 
ferted in the. Englih papers, the I’imes, the Sun, the Cou- 
rier, &e. &c. very early in November) ‘ and it is to the follow- 
‘Ing putport: that’ his ‘Britith majefty, both from the inntility 
“as well as ‘injuitice of the prefent war, cannot-concur many 
of the mieans propofed by the empive ‘for its continuation. 
“T’heexpreflions are fo ‘little reftrained, that this nete furpaffes 
the moft ubeénftitutionalaéts ever before committed againft 
the diet... At the fame time, too,:his Britith majefty,.on the 
folemmn day of opening his parliament, prailés the @mnefs of 
his ally the emperor; aiconftancy every way worthy of him. 
‘The, perfonal chara&ter of the king of England aga man of 
imtegrity,, conftrains us’ to believe that the latter ate his real 
‘fertiments ; ind if circumftances have'forced him toa - 
“ferent line ‘of conduct as ele€tor, he furely might have guard- 
‘ed his eXptéffions fo'as not 'to give fo dangerdus! an example 
in the caufe of the ¢mpireand of Auftria,‘at a’tithe whén-the. 
Tyhtem of dettruction was bit juft arrefted-in its-edreer, But if 
he tind of ‘England could not perfonally play this) double 
gate, gui gowusrne donc ?—wh6, then, is:governor?”| .“/ a 
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As a bafis, of diplomatic reafoning, we. cannot, recommend 
the work before: us.- It.is.taken too.much froma facts of a late 
date, of which the axthor does not feem capable to form a 
juft eftimate. When recourfe is,had.to.arms, there is an end 
of reafoning from diplomatic ftyles; and if the fyftem of lord 
Malmefbury might be ufeful in fuch a negotiation as the treaty 
of .Pilnitz, it can, be no longer of avail if France fhould re- » 
tain its republican government. oe 
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L "Ombre de Catherine II. aux Champs Ely fees. 


The Shade of Catharine II. in the Elifian Fields. 8vgq. 2s 
Imported by De Baffe. 1797. | 


fe HIS pamphlet is the production of an enemy of the French 
‘revolution. It contains. three dialogues of the dead ; and; 
in each, the late emprefs of Ruffia is one of the fpeakers. 
Charon, having receivedher in his bark, ferries ber over the 
Acheron ; and the is conducted to the retreat of the fpirits of 
prittces.' Meeting ‘with Peter the Great, the is rallied by hint 
on the’ opinions which the late emperors of Germany” and 
Turkey, and thé kings of Sweden and Pruffia, entertained of 
fome' parts of her character ; but he adds, that they all agreed 
im oye, her as the improver and reformer of Bet conn 
try. Along dialogue enfues, which terminates with’a pom- 
pous panegyric pronqunced by the czar upon the goyernment 
of Catharine. . | 
In the dialogue between the emprefs and Lonis XVI. the 
laments his irrefolution, while fhe applauds the virtues of his 
character. “ She expreffes her furprife at his not having pit 
himfelf at the head of his army, when the marefchal de 
Broglio* advifed him to. take that decifive ftep ; and fhe com- 
pares’ his weaknefs in this inftance to that of her hufband, 
Peter Ifi@ who, by adopting the counfel of the veteran Mu- 
nich, and leading his guards to Peterfburg, might have faved 
both his life-and crown. _ ‘ 
_ The converfation between the czarina and the Pruffian he- 
ro/is not very interefting. It contains, at the clofe, a fpeech 
which Frederic puts into the mouth of Paul, the reigning 
potentate of Ruffia, ‘who is fuppofed to promife that he will 
embark in the caufe of kings again{t France, and, by a vigo- 
rous war, crufh that diforganiling fpirit which threatens the 
fubverfion of focial order.. But we have reafon to believe 


that Paul will not be fo quixotic. 
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Les Caules dela Révolution de Francepet les EB forts de la Noblefi 
"pour en-arréter les Progress PremieroV olume d'un Quynage, 
‘dont te fecond contiendra Promenade dans la Grande Bretagne, 
‘Sette troifieme, Promenade en: Irlandes«Par De. Latognaye.,, 
The Caufes of the French Revolutsos,’ and the: Efforts of the 


~ Nobleffe to interrupt its Progrefs. ° 8v0,° 78. De Botte 
A Well-written treatife on the caufes of the French revdhis 
4» tion is yet a defidératum. Thefe caufes, it is true; are 
well known; but men whofe prejudices furvive their experis 
ence, are not likely to draw the proper inferences from theth. 
The author of the work before us is extremely ill-qualified for 
the tale He fees no caufe for the revolution, but the weaks 
nefs of the court, and no leffon to be leatned ‘from it;' but’td 
aft with more prudence and cunning if goveriting the people. 
His profefled intention is ‘ to give a juft idea of the origin 
and duration of the troubles, to explain the ‘honourable’mo- 
tives which led-the nobility to leave the country, and to prove 
that the weaknefs and indecifion of government are the chief 
caufes of the overthrow of ‘empires.’ ~The idea; howevet, 
which he gives of ‘the origin of the revolution, is not juft, be- 
caufe it is not founded upon acandid relation. of facts: and 
what he calls’ indeciffon ahd weakne/s, are the want of thofe 
exertions. of arbjtrary power which may for a time fup ie 
but.can neyer extinguifh, the fpirit of rehflance to op eth n. 
. Our, author, however, writes in a lively animated file, and 
interfperfes his narrative with little pieces of poetry, and plea- 
fantries that are not unentertaining ; and we agree with him, 
in excufing thefe, that, ‘itis a great matter to be able to latgh 
in the midft of misfortune.’ But we queftion whether ‘the 
charms of ftyle will compenfate for the HY of qualities far 
more valuable ina work which profefles to examine the caufes 
of the French, reyolytion,, Of what kind, for example, are 
the defeéts of the following narrative ? . | me 
‘On, the 14th. (July 1789 ), the populace’ was con- 
duéted by! the new militia to the garde-meublé in the Place 
Louis. XV. which: they pillaged entirely, and took away the 
ancierit-armour; from thence they repaired’ to the Jnvalids, 
and making a forcible entry, got votfelion of near thirty thou- 
fand. mufquets, and a dozen. cannon. Encouraged by their 
fuccefs, they ran to.attack the Baftille, in which there were, 
as: ufual,.. only fome.old invalids, and ‘thirty. Swifs foldiéts, 
who, although. they had. {carcely any ammpnition, and’ only 
fome, bad cannon ufed upon rejoicing days, dnight have. - 
fied the efforts of the populace, It would have been'fufficient 
to keep the gates fhut, and not trouble themfelves about the 
‘impotent efforts of the mob; but inftead of this, the yd 
| € 
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held a parley, admitted the ringleaders into the interior 5 and, 
after ‘a very flight\defence, the populace got'admittance with 


them, atid feizedthe governor, the major, about a hundred.in- 


valids, and the Swifs,--condudted them to the Place de Gréves 
and having hangedthem upon the lantern-pott, cut their bodies 
in pieces, and paraded their bleeding limbs about the ftreets,’ 
To this ‘curious account, which our readers will perceive is 
original in almoft every fentence, a note is added, probably to 
complete the climax. £ It is a fact little known,’ fays this ae- 
curate hiftorian, ‘ and yet probable, although ever fo fingular, 
that M..de Launay, governor of the Baftille, was himfelf in 
feéted with the modern ideas of philofophy and fraternity 5 
and that this (rather than any other motive) was the reafon of 
the admiffion of the populace into the Baftille. He was the 
firft example of national gratitude.’ . | 
This. fpecimen, feleCted from not a few, may fuffice to 
ftamp this. work with the credit it deferyes. . nbs 
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Lies derniers Résicides om Madame Elizabeth de France, et : 


Louis XVALI..Par M, Le Chev. de MM...” 
The laf? Regicides: or Madam Elizabeth of Frances and Louis 
PH author profeffes to ‘lay before the world the°prim 
_* caufes of the ‘revolution, and the ‘f{pirit of republics. 
With the Jatter he feéms to be very little’ atquainted ; and in 
tracing the primary caufés of the revolution, he falls into an 
error very common with the emigrant writers, nameély, either 
miftaking caufes for etfe€ts, or fecondary caufes for primary 
ones. He has faults, however, of much more confequence 
than thefe. He invents, amplifies, and exaygerates, without 
the leaft foundation in fa&. His intention, like that ofothe 
clafs of writers to which he belongs, is to impute’ all to the 
people, and nothing to the court. He talks of order; laws, 
and liberty under the old régime. Among the principals em- 
ployed to bring about the revolution, he reckons’ Mefmet’ and 
Caglioftro ; and, as ufual, he makes no differente betweem the 
conduét of the chief popular characters in the ftates-general, 
and the party of Robefpierre. In his wrath against all writers 
and agents on the fide of freedom, he confoutids Franklin, 
Howard, La Fayette; &c. &c. in the fame mats. In the fame 
{pirit he even afferts that England once was a propagendi/? ma- 
tion, and in queen Anne’s time wanted to give liberty tall 
Europe. In Paris, he finds a general congrefs of all: ations 
, affembled for this purpofe; and other fets of propagandifis‘he 
difpofes of in the following whimfical manner ; nO 
yi * Pp4 (In 
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‘In Europe they employed: themifelves on the flaverpiog 
America; ine France, :on toleration in Ruffia and: Sweden 3,ar. 
Geneva, on the. conftitution of Polands.in Italy, Becearia de- 
neunced the. penal. code of France; at London, Howard! rew 
proached the, French. with the unhealthinefs of: their prifone 
and hofpitals ;;,.at;Boiton, they decried the inquifition.ef Vex; 
nice; at Paris, they revifed and amendedthe Englith laws; 
and in Holland they, inveighed againft the military fyftem-of: 
all {tates.. Every-where war was declared againit governments 
and at the fame time the dogtrine of perfedizbi/ity made its ap- 
pearance.’ . : | 7 


' As this writer confiders the revolution of France asa difor- 
det, he has inveftigated its caufes, with a view to offer his ad. 
vice to governments which are yet monarchical. We havé 
already mentioned that he confiders Mefmer, Caglioftro, and” 
the philofophers, ‘as the caufes of that revolution ; but having. 
no preventive at hand for fuch fymptoms, hedireéts his at-" 
tention wholly to kings. “ On raffemble en vain. toutes les 
causes de la révolution: il n’en eff qu'une, la trop grande bonté 
du fouverain.”® He is of opinion that if Louis XVI. had 
been feverey he would have been feared; and if “he had in- 
fli&ted punifhments, he would have been, obeyed: aid thelé 
are the remedies he: wifhes to recommend, on the firft ap- 
pearance of innovation, which, our readers may perceive; very 
much refemble the violent remedies prefcribed in defperate 
cafes, which are faid either to * kill or cure.’ But we thall 
not detain them any longer with a publication fo little worthy 
of credit or‘attention, 


Don Fuan Baptifia Munox Gefchichte der Neuen Welt aus: 
dem Spanifchen iberfetzt,, und mit erlauternden Anmerkungen 
-herau/geben van Ma. C. Sprengel. Erfier Band... Adit Kup 
Sern und Charten:|, Weimar. 1795- 


A Hiftory of the New" World, tranflated from. the Spanifh of 
Don *F. B. Mundi, with illufirative. Remarks, by M. Cy 
Sprengel. Vol. I. With q Plate.and Charts. ~ 


We have taken occafion but lately to obferve, that the 
want of a literary intercourfe between this country and» 

Spain leaves.us,muchin the dark as tomew publications... Of 
the hiftory before us we long ago heard ; but it is, only-through 
the medium of this publication that it hitherto’has.conie to out: 
hands. This however we have little caufe-to regret : for though 
the ftyle of Déu Miinoz is highly to be praifed, that of his» 
tranflator is equally good, Indeed, in the prefent inftanee,. 
aii. a | lle Ria his 
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his work-fhould be preferted, forthe’ important additions it is 


found to’ contain,—additions which the author is glad to'adopt. 
From the: various publications on the fubject of this hif- 


tory, it might be imagined\the information concerning: it-was 


exhaufted : but this willbe feen tobe far from! the faé&t.. Dre’ 


Robertfon, with a!l his refearch, left. ample- materials »unex- 


plored; and even: after what the ‘atehivds of Spain could dif-. 
clofe‘to Don Munoz. wnder*the expref$ command of his {o-, 


vereign, Mr. Sprengel has fhown he had much to fepply..: ° 

In a preliminary difeourfe, Don-Munoz details the. hiftory 
of his work,—recapitulates the fources whence his information: 
is derived, — and interfperfes a. variety of judicious remarks«. » 

The Hiftory itfelf. is divided into books, fix of ,which are 
comprifedan this'volume. Phe firit and fecond are properly: 
introductory, and compofed with confiderable judgment. The; 
voyage of Columbus begins.with the. third, and) takes! in the: 
tranfactions of the year.. ‘Ihe! fourth book opens with, his, 
return to Spain in 1493; and the fifth records the. events of 
1494 and. 5. Book the fixth bepinis from 14905, and comes. 
down to the year 1500, 

It is not enough to fay of. this ork, that it cumin inch: 
which is new ;-for it would be to robit ofits praife, fhouldiiwe; 
omit to ahdanies that Don Munoz, without affeQing, the thew, 
of novelty, has:frequently given it by placing old “objet Ma; 
more firiking points of view. ; 

Befides the portrait of Columbus admirably engraved, and. 
a chart of Hifpaniola with the original names and divifions, 
two others are annexed by Sprengel to the work,-——one, of the: 
Wett Indies from Bryan Edwards, on a large fcale with cor- 
reétrons; the other, the moft ancient and hitherto an unedited: 
chart of the new world by Diego Ribero, cofmographer to 
Charles the Fifth, thirty-feven years after the dite dilcovery by 
the Spaniards. The latt is accompanied with an illuftrative 
memoir, which occupies an appendix of feventy pages, and 
evinces the intelligence of the learned tranflator. 
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La Fr ance pendant QDuatorze Siécles, ou Preuves de la Conftitus 
tion de la Menarchre Frangoife dans fes différens Ages. Par 
M. de Bi aires 8v0. 


France during Fourteen Centuries; or Proofs of the Confit 
of the French Monarchy at its different Periods. 


OF. ll the follies of this enlightened age, there is fcarce one 
yore Judicrous than that. which in France has been the 
objet of fo much difcuffion. On-ene fide it was Yaid that 
France never had a conftitution till the laft revolation 5. on.the, 
other, that it has had one for fourteen ages; and by the lat- 
g ter 
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ter party, ithe inference drawn is, thataconftitution, which 
had lafted for fourteen ages, ought, net to be. changed,. 
Fhe: affertion: of ‘the »firft.party is: without, foundation;,the 
inference: of sthe laft party. is moft abfurd. . Allowing, that 
France has hada! conftitution for fourteen. ages sor, more, 
it is ‘certain that. before that. time its . conftitution. was 
very different from the late: fubfifting one;, and as the late. 
con{titution could be admitted by a generation living fourteen 
centuries ago, to the deftruction of the preceding conftitu~ 
tion, there cannot be a doubt that the prefent. generation had 
the fame right to introduce a new conttitution, and,a fuc- 
ceeding generation will have the. right: to remove it... The 
difficulty is, to tell what this conftitution has been for four- 
teen ages. The inquiry is of no great, confequence. to the 
prefent difputes; but. it is a-matter of curiofity to the, hifto- 
rian. |: Herold,,-Pithou, Bignon,: Eceard, Lindenbrog, afford 
materials for this inquiry; and from them is drawn. the chief 
information in the work before us;.and of thefe materials,the 
beft ufe isnot made, becaufe the authori¢ under the influence 
of a. te What had he to.do with our, conftitution, 
or. with: Copenhagen-houfe?,..Wihat had he to do. with,the 
praife or blame of iminifters?, His bufinefs was to. fhew us the 
conftitution of .France for. fourteen ages, of .which wevhave 
no fcruple to fay, that it; was better than the prefent conititu- 
tion of Fez, Algiers, Morocco, Rufha, Naples, ‘Turkey, 
and that tit;was alfo a: verybad conftitution. ‘The cry of, our 
anceftors againft it, was not without foundation—+‘ No, great 
monarque ! no wooden fhoes !’ : | nid 
- Phe refuit of the inquiry is ludicrous, enough. . One of the 
articles of this fourteen-century conflitution is, Tous font libres. 
| Avpretry {pecies. of liberty «they enjoyed indeed for the lat 
140o°years! An» Englifhman would: be. nearer.the truth in 
faying;:* All: but the nobles care flaves.’ » Another) is, wucuz 
citoyen. ne peut rérre enlevi.ad fa jurifdidiion waturelles~—except 
when he is taken away by a /etirc-de-cachet, that is, juft whene 
ever-the--minifter pleafes.. We will not extract any more. 
This will thow the. temper of the writer,.and, that he wants 
the firft requifite in an hiftorian,~ftrict impartiality. There 
were fo many bad things in this old conftitution. of. fourteen 
hundred years, : that unlefs a worfe itate of things takes place, 
every friend of prog | muft rejoice that it is fwept away 
from the face of the earth. Pofterity will judge of this, when 
the point may be argued by Englifhmen withont’pafhion) / / 
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Report made to his Majefy, Louis XVIII. 8x0. 3s. feed. 

, | Imported by De Boffe. 1796. ~ Ua 
NOTHING is fo difficult as to reconcile the opinions of 


the emigrant writers. Neither in thé clofet nor the field 
are 
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are they @ united corps; and their countrymem who look in 
their writings for principles and maxims of conduct, will too 
frequently een objurgation and contenditig pres 


judicess. In our XVIfth Vol. N.'A- p. 446; we gave ‘fonie 
account of M.‘deCalonne’s Tableau de I’ Europe. ‘The pre 
fent work is a long and elaborate anfwer to the Tableau, and 
atticularly addrefled to the perfonage ‘called Louis XVIIL 
MM. Calonne, our readers may remember, contended that the 
king fhoyld declare, and adhere to the declaration; that mo- 
narchy fhould be eftablifhed on a conftitutional bafis, regu- 
lated and limited by fixed’ laws; but on the other hand he 
deftroyed the effe& likely to refult from fuch temperate mea- 
furés, by attempting to’ prove that the principles of the pres 
fent French conftitution have fubverted the foundations of 
all fociety ; and that every peace concluded with the republic 
is a {tep to infure the univerfal triumph of atheifm, equality; 
regicide principles, confifcation, &c. gc. and that the\French 
monarchy only would fecure a good peace. From fuch writers 
the French republic has certainly little to, fears Men mutt be 
confiftent with themfelvesbefore they can expect to convince 
others ; and we obferved, in‘reading the Tableau, that the au- 
thor’s arguments were ‘in genéral provided with: as many 
profs egain/fias for them: +-a.mode of writing which is, to 
fay the leaft, more ingenious than ufeful. KL) giguralton 
The author of this Report endeavours to arrive at the fame 
conclufion as M. Calonne,'by a different road. He ftates very 
candidly the errors of the old:government; but. makingiadi- 
ftin@tion between the government and the conititution, he-con= 
tends that the latter contained even a greater portion of poii- 
tical liberty than M.-Calonne would advife the king to pro» 
mife. It would not be very interefting.to our readers, were 
we to follow thefe champions in their career; but weamnft 
in juftice fay, that the author of the Report is more moderate 
in his fentiments, and a more clofe-reafoner than his anta- 
gonift. , | : hw 
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Lettre de M. de Galonne au Citoyen- Auteur du prétendu Rape 
: | port fait aS. M. Louis XVIII, | 
Letter of M. de Calonne to the Citizen-Author of the preteniled 
“Report made’ to his Majefty, Louis XVIII. 8vo. 1s. De 
* Boffe.. 1796. , ) | 3 

HETHER M. de‘Calonne has felt the force of his an- 
tagonift’s arguments, we know not; but there are fymp~ 
toms of forenefs inthis pamphlet which difgrace the gravity 
of political difcuffion. . He peje out a. few things which the 
author of the Report has muilreprefented or mifunderftdod ; 


but all the reft is vulgar farcafm, which we little expected 
from the pen of M.. de Calonne., OCCA. 
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EFUTATION de la-'Théorie Pneumatique, &e. “Refa= 
*“ tation of the Pneumatic Theory, or'the New Syftem of 
Modern Chemiftry, 8vo. Paris.—This work is) by’ Lamark,® 
and is an enlarged edition of his Recherches furles Caufes 
des principaux Faits Phyfiques, or, Enquiries into the prin= 
cipal Faéts in Phyfiess ©) > ono ed takingsn | ete 
Reflexions fur la Colonie de Saitit Domingue, &ci' . Re- 
flections on the Colony ‘of St: Domingo; ‘or an Inquiry ‘inte 
the Caufes' of its Ruin, the Meafures adopted to re-eftablith 
it, with a Sketch of the Plan of Organifation proper to re- 
ftore its Ancient Splendour ; addreffed fo the Friends of Com 
merce and National Profperity, 2 vols. 8vo. Paris. This 
forms a continuation of the Hiftory of St. Domingo, in‘ vol. 
8yo.: publifhed by the fame author. It is divided into five 
parts, andeach of thefe into chapters. In‘ the-firft part, the 
author treats of the ‘colonies of antiquity atid of the middle 
ages;.the ‘revolution which the difcovery- of the new world 
occafioned in the political fyftem of Europe ; the foundation of 
a French colony in St. Domingo, its commerce, progrefs,! 
2bufes, and-the caufes of its decline. In the fecond, he gives 
the prefent ftate of the ifland, and the meafures adopted to:re+ 
eftablith it. In. the third, the application of the French con+ 
fiitution to St. Domingo, and the Spanifh part of the illand: 
In the fourth, he treats of the foundation of the commercial 
fyftem of Europe; the influence of colonies on the general 
commerce of nations, &c.’ In the fifth he takes’a view of the 
influence England has. had on colonial events, and the ftate of 
St. Domingo compared -with that of France. He concludes 
et Pra into the meafures proper to reftore peace and 
induftry. | : Eve eg" 
Coup d’C&il fur les Courfes des Chevaux en Angleterre, as 
-— i his 
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—This is a treatife on the breed of Englith horfes, and on the 
means of extending»that branch of rural economy to France. 
Parts, 8vo. 1790. \ iT sw. a rs Fe ° ai 

Introdu@tion ‘a 1’Etude des Médailles, par A. L. Miltin. 
IntroduCtion "tothe Study of Medals. Paris. 1796,—The 
object of this work is to facilitate the ftudy of medals, and to 


recommend. its utility in the ftudies of geography, hiftory, — 


chronology, &c. The author gives lectures on the fub- 
yect. , - s ry 
: In iruGtions fur le Claveau des Moutons. Inftructions on the 
Rot in Sheep,. publithed by the Council of Agriculture, drawn 
up by Citizen F. H. Gilbert, Paris,.1796. . 

Petit Ditjonnaire Hiftorique, &c. Small Hiftorical Diction- 
ary for the Inftruction of Youth, 12mo. Paris, 1796. 


La Jacobiniade, ou.le Délire andl’Agonie:des Jacobins. The 


Jacobiniad, or the Madnefs and Agonies of the Jacobins, a 
hetoi-comit poem in four cantos, Bvo. 1796. 
L’Enfant du Carnaval. Paris, 1796, :2 vols. 8vo. The 
Child of the Carnival, a remarkable and true Hiftory.—This 
3s a novel intended to bring into contempt the cruetties of the 
revolutionary government, .- ‘The author, chowever, like moft 
French novelifts, as rather deficient indecency. | ) 
(E uvres de Monerif, .&c. A newredition of the: Works of 
Moucrif, a Member of the French Academy, &c. with Addi- 
tionss—F rancois-Auguftin-Paradis de Monorif was.born at 
Paris in 1687, and died #770. He was a wit and a polithed 
weiter. The prefent edition includesshis fugitive pieces, and 
4g:0tnamented with plates, 2 vols. 8vo. poe 
Hiftoire Philofophique dela Révolution, &c. A Philofo- 
phical Hiftory of the French Revolution, from the Convo- 
cation of'the Notables by. Leuis.XVi.-to the Separation of the 
Convention : by A. Fantin-Defodoards. Vols. LL and If. 
8vo. Paris, 1796. This author publifhed, in 1789, the. Hifto- 
ny of Frauce, from the Death-of Louis XLV. to the Peade 
concluded iat Verfailles in 1783, ‘in 8 vols. with a:palpable 
partiality, which hehas fince excufed, by.informing the world 
that theieenfor/of the prefs obiiged him to publifh that work 
in a mutilated fiate. .. Left tochimfelf in the prefent publica- 
tion, hie work is more juit, more interefling, and more philo- 
fophical.. .It wilhextend to 12 volumes. - Re 
‘(¢Relation des Combats, 8c. Accovnt of the Engagements 
and Events .that»oceutred in the Naval War of 1978, between 
France and England, to which is added, a'Sketch of the pre- 
fevit War, of the Caufes-of the Rum of the Neves and the 
(Mans of refkoringsit, byrear-admiral Kerguelen, 8vo. Paris, 


‘ago. Allowancesmwft always be made for the prejudices-of 


fituation 
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firuation in compiling -works of this: kind; yet the-author vie 
* sgeneral' candid: ' He'mentions a plane which “he 

the directory: for a defcent on our coafts, whichy’ cide, 
would inevitably: fucceed, as it ~wasoformed. im the sea? s 
country. itfelf, ‘and all the force of Great-Britain could not im- 
pede its:execution. - Does:this allude'toTréland'?s) ©) .o1p 

LarPrononciation dela) Langue Frangaife, ce. The Pro- 
nunciation of theF rench Language detetmined by —— 
figns, 8yo. Paris, 1796. 

Recueil Périodique: public par Ja la Société de Santé; &c. The 
Periodical -Colleétion of the Society of Health at Paris. No. 1. 
— Ini this we find am effay: on difeafes. occafioned: by utieafi- 
nefs of mind, by Deffeffant ; anatomical oblefeaiiéde Le. 
veillé and Cevenon ; on the. origin of the venereal 
Bouillon. Lagrange 3 monthly regifter:of the weather and if 
eafes at Paris;:and other articlesai: "09 

(Euvres de Xénophon, &o.: ‘Phe Worksof. Kancnlist trant- 
lated into French by citizen Gail, Profeflor of Greek Litera- 
ture. 8vo. Pariss—The author, who is well known by his 
verfion of Theocritusy his edition of Anacreon, and other claf- 
fical ftudies, has not had encouragement to proceed in 
undertaking. ‘The prefent volume contains 4 only the 
to the Apologia Socratis, the treatife deR tr nd 
res ipparchicus. - Befides the beft printed pick 

our MSS. belonging ‘to the rsth and 16th scapes 
the P Parifian libraries, which had never been collated °° 

CEuvres d’Architeéture de Peyre, 8c. Peyre’s Arch 
tural Works, embellifhed with 20 plates, in large folio. Pati 
This is publifhed by Peyre’s fon, who isa member of thena- 
tional inftitution for architecture, and has prefixed a Di/coiirs 
in which he compates ‘the temples of’ the ancients with the 
churches of the moderns. - 

' L’ Antique’ Rome, &c.’ Ancient Rome, or Hiftorital and 
Pi&urefque’ Defcription ‘of ‘what ‘concerns the’ Roméaits;"ih 
their Cuftoms, -Civil, Military, and Religious, and Publit’a 
Private~ Manners, from Romulus ‘to’ Auguftulas, with* 
plates, by H. Graffet St: Sauveur, - formerly: vice-confal OE 
France itr angsty: 4to. Paris. —This work is‘crude-and fy- 


perficial,, The plates and printing are:well executed’ 
Journal dela Langue Frangaife, par Domairs se fell 


nal of the French L by Dom ember of the 
‘National dik tadadascaat heen ‘Tranasor of Harris’ Phite- 
‘fophical Grammar, Paris, 1796. ¢°£ ©? Sef 1s9y 982 aren 
‘Among’ the tranflations,. we have a -teaniftation inte’ 
bic of ‘the Addrefs ‘tothe’ French’ People; décreed®” 


Vendernialte, ‘and printed in a very fplendid anratine? by: 
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of the national convéntidni : The Paris preffes probably never _ 


chads more; employment:than at prefent. | Among: their, date 
ee, may. be enumerated, Young’s Travels, Camus’s 
‘ranflation of Ariftotle;:Henry’s Hiftory of; England, ‘anew 
edition of Gibbon, in +8 vols. 8vo.: Serutt’s Antiquities, 2vqls. 
4to. that part of Blackftone’s Commentaries which relates.to 
critninal’ proceffes 3 -Hiftorical and Chronological Summary of 
the Roman. Law, from the. Englith ; Stewart’s Differtation on 
the Antiquity of the Englifh Conftitution; Jerufalem Deliver- 
ed, in French’ verfe, by Baour-Lormian; a Tranflation of 
Tacitus de Moribus Germanorum; Cooper’s Information re- 
{pecting i America 3 and: fome: ofthe moft approved. novels 
Jately: publithed -in othis' country. The prefs feems to be'en- 
tirely free in France}: and: the periodical journals are: full-of 
pafquinades, charades, anagrams, and other levities, at:the ex- 
penfe of the ruling powerss»|‘Thefe are fuppofed to be .the 
production of the royalifts or the jacobins. re 


; .<DiesHoren, &c.. . The Hours, a periodical, work, publithed 
by, Schiller.; No. I. to, X..1795.-+Dhefe confift, of, mifcel- 
laneous. pieces. in ‘profe..and werle, by. the, celebrated. author 
of the Rebbers,, 1:50 199-03 Sed doidw eAies® ind 
,-Samlang..vermifchter, .cc, .Colleétion of Mitcellaneous 
Poems,, by.C. A. Overbech,, 8vo. Lubeck and Leipfigs |. 
..Handbuch zur kurforifchen Leéture, &c:,, Manual for a 
curfory Reading of the New ‘Teftament, intended forthe Ufe 
of, Schools, and. Univerfities,..by J..G..F..Leun,, Vols. 1, IL. 
8vo. Lemgo, 1796.—This work prefents, the fignifications of 
the principal ;words.and:modes.of expreflion in the New Telf- 
tament,,according to the order,in: which they occur. . It par- 
takes much of the.form of .a diGtionary; and the plan is the 
fame. ag that adopted by,the author in his Manual fora cure 
fory, Reading of|the.Old ‘Teftament.; . "vel dillon 
| Gefchichte, der Mauritanifchen Konige, &&c,..Hiftory of the 
Moorifh:. Kings, compofed by Ebul. Haflan Aly Ben Abdal- 
Jah, Ben. Ebi, Zeraa,(a mative of. the city of Fez... Tranflated 
from, the; Arabic, and .illuftrated with.notes, by Fr. de Dom- 
bayy/ grams Tis part of .she.hiftory takes in the period 
from the year 762)to 1325. A061 oie‘! prorat 
Rrapkerighsnd die Freiftaatep, &¢,.. France and the, Free 
Stares: of, North; America, by E. A..G. Zimmerman, Aulic 


his 


£. North), any 
Pounkelles and Psofetion at Brunfwic. Berlin, 1795. Vo ae 
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This work gives a comparative view of the geographical. and 
phyfical ftate-of the two countries, and of the inhabitants of 
both, compared as to character, &&c. 

Jeremias, aufs neue aus-dem Hebraifchen, &e. Jommmiili, 
newly tranflated from the Hebrew, and accompanied swith 
fhort Notes for fuch Readers as do not profeffionally apply to 
the Studyof Theology, by Dr. J..C. Vollbroth. Celle, 199 
—This tranflation ‘is aber on the fame plan which = 
author followed in his verfion of the twelve atuieg prophets, 
and of Ezekiel and Daniel. 

Chirurgifche-medizinifche, &c. Chirurgico-medical Ob- 
fervations, chiefly collected. in the Ducal Hofpital at Jena, by 
Dr. Juft..Chriftian Loder. 8vo. Weimar, 1794.—-Thefe un. 
common cafes ‘appear to have been fkilfully treated. 

Handbuch der Anatomie, &c. A Manual of Anatomy, by 
W. R. C. Weidemann, Profeffor of Anatomy. Deeatuae 
Svo. 1796. 

Grundrifs der Chemie, &e. Elements of Chemiftry, ac- 
cording to the lateft Difcoverics, intended as-a ‘Text-book for 
Academical LeQures, by Dr. Fred. Alb, C. Gren. Vol. I. 
8vo. Hall. 1796. Dr. Gren adopts the dynamic fyftem of 
Kant. 

Der Polynomifche Lebrfatz, &c. The Polynomical Theo- 
rem, the moft important Problem in Algebra, with fomte 
others: demonftrated anew by Tetens, Kluegel, Kramp, Phaff, 
and Hindenburg. Publifhed with ‘«emarks, and-a‘brief Sketch 
of the Combination, Method, and-its Application to Algebras 
by C. F. Hindenburg, 8vo. Leipfic, 1996. 

Theorie des Watlerttofes, be. Theory of the Impuilfe of 
Water on Mill-wheeis, with 2 View to Praétical Application 
and Experience, by j. i’. Geritner, Royal Profeffor of Mathe+ 
matics. 4to. Prague. ' 

Freymuthige Gedanken tiber die, &c. Free Thoughts on the 
moft important Concern of Germany, relpeétfully offered to 
his own and other good Princes, for their Exemindion and fe- 
rious RefteCtion, by a Friend to his Countryy 3 vols. 8v0.1795-6. — 
—This is the third edition of a-work printed privately im 
many, but which has had an-extenfive eirediation: “Tes 8 in 
favour of reforms. 

Der Mentchenfpiegel, &c:- The Mirror’ of Marikinds ee 
PraGtical Manual for: thofe who would to Forni ' Judg- 
ment of Men at once from their Features, compofed by * 
Man who had an opportunity of conmpating (Men’sA tions — 
with their Features for feveral Years, 3 vols. byb: pistes. 


Vienna, 1791- -6. : 
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- C. Plinii Sécuiidt Panégyricus. Pliny’s Panegyric on Tra> 
jan, with Notes, by Theoph. Erdmann Giering. 8vo. 1796, 


ipfie. : et HELE Ry , 
th ec logi’Aviioteles Vindicias, &c. A Deferice of the 
Theology of Ariftotle, by J. Severinus Vater, 8vo. 1795, 
Leipfic.—Fhe author's object is to demonftrate that Ariftotlé 
held the being of a God diftin& from nature. | 

Nouvelle’ Gramthaire, &c. A‘new: Praétical Italian Grams 
mar, by J. N. Meidinger, 8vo. 1796, Frankfort.—A re-publi- 


cation of a very ufeful mar. 
Die Gefchiche der Urwelt, &c. The Hiftory of the Pri- 


mitive World, in Sermons, aoe." an Attempt to render the 
unlearned better acquainted with the Spirit and Meaning of 
the Mofaic Records, and defend them againft the Attacks of 
Raillery and Scepticifm, by J. Ruds Theoph. Beyer. Vol. I. 
Part. I, 8vo., 1795, -Leipfic. 

Naturlehre der Seele, &c. The Natural Philofophy of the 
Mind, in Letters, by J. Chrift. Hofbauer, Profeffor' of Philo- 
fophy, 8vo. 1796, Halle.—In thefe letters the author con- 
fiders the theory of the different mental faculties, and the {tate 
of the mind ip-exercifing them. He mteans to inveitigate the 
lefs comnion phenomena of mind hereafter. 
“Das Betragen der Franzofen, &c. The Condué& of the 
French in the Palatinate. of the Rhine, impartially delineated 
by an Eye-witnefs, itr Letters to Privy Counfellor Girtanner, 
Syo. 1795, Chemnitz. é 
_ E. FF, Chiadni tber die Longitudinal {chivingungen, &c. 
E. F. F. Chladni. on the- Longitudinal Vibrations of Strings 
and Rods, 4to. 1796, Erfort.—This author had remarked that 
long flender ftrings, befides their ufual lateral vibration, were 
fufceptible of a vibration of a different kind, which produced 
a tone from three to five octaves higher than their common’ 
tone. This was obtained by drawing a bow over the ftring 
‘under as acute an angle ‘as poffible, and in the direction of its 
length; or by drawing a finger dipped in powdered refin, or’ 
a piece of cloth, or other foft fubflance, lengthwife up and 
down the ftring previoufly rubbed with black refin. A con- 
tinuation of his experiments convinced him that the ftring, on 
this occafion, vibrates in the direction of its length, or alter- 
nately contracts and extends itfelf longitudinally. 

Ideen uber Pathogenie, &c. Thoughts on Pathogeny, and 
the Influence of the Vital Powér on the Origin and Form of 
Difeafes, as an Introduction to Pathological Lectures, by C. 
W. Hufeland, Teacher of Medicine, 8yo. 1795, Jena. ©. 

' Aftronomifche Tafeln, &c. Aftronomical Tables for the 
Determination of Time from Obfervation of correfponding, 
though unknown, Altitudes of two Fixed Stars, calculated 

App. Vor. XIX. New ARR. Qq chiefly 
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chiefly for, the, Ufe, of Navigators, by JA. Koch) M.D. 89a 
Stral Lode ¢z9fnct hele tables are calenlated for twenty-three | 
"Fade oi, edt enn 

bAUUCHE VCTIUCBS, OFC> - yarcal 
proportiona mii ef mot, a Forelt Wool 
Germany, bg | “Je Hartig, Sy: . BA7PAY BersdD 

Xpovinoy Vewpyiz Dpavrg &c. e Chronicle of G. 
bnE 


26h 20 y fir f& pyblithed, by,F..C- Alter, Greek Brofeflors fol. 
plates, ¥ 6nNa, F790.) t hal qmes big V7 212 jo 
Gefchichte aller, Wendifch-fla ia His of 
Wen df tay tes ey ts A. vit. eas 3 yee 
1796.—This hiftory of flaves forms three. alvines:» ® 
Univerfal Hiftory, and points out their tranfitions from 
bandmen to hunters, freebooters, warriors, conquerors; and, 
laftly, founders of ftates, with the rife and fall of them parti- 
cular governments. 

Dayid Klaus. David Klaus, a Book of Moral Inftruétion 
for good People of all Conditions, by J. Werner Streithorit, 
Svo. 1796» alberftadt. 

Terpfichore, von J. G. Herder. Terpfichore, by J. G.-Her- 
der, 3 vols. 8yo. Lubec, 1795-6 —This is a tranflation of fe. 
le& pieces from the Latin poems of James Balde, a German 
poet of confiderable merit in the laft century, with Effays on 
the Nature and Effect of Lyric Poetry. 

C. F. W. Glafers Befchreibun &c. Defcription of a 
newly invented ceconomical Lamp Pr Students, calculated for 
preferying the Eyes, and. attended with fome other Advan- 
tages, 8vo. plates, 1796, Nuremberg.—This lamp is formed: 
en the principle of Argand’s: but the oil is. contained in a 
wooden vefiel, on whieh the. glafs tube is ferewed, and this 
tube is furrounded with another of larger dimenfions, fo 
that a folution of verdigreafe in vinegar may be contained 
within them to reuder the light lefs prejudicial to the eyes. 
A movable mirror is added, to throw the light wherever re-. 

uired. 
. Befchreibung eines neu, &c. Defeription of a new-invented 
Pair of Bellows, by Jof. Baader, M. D. 4to. plates, 1794, Got-, 


tingen. 

Bic heiligen Graber, &c. The holy Sepulchres at Kom,. 
and. the Prayers, two fatizical poems, by J. D. Falk, 8vo. 
Leipfic, 1796. Aud by the fame author, Tafchenbuch fur 
Freunde, &c. A pocket-boak for the Friends of Jeft and Sa-, 
tire, with an allegorical Kagraving of the Kantifh Philofophy,, 
and a Calendar for 1797. 

Verfuche tiber verfcheidne, &c.. Effays on. various, Sub- 
jects relative to Morals, Literature, and Social Life, by Chrif- 
tian Garve, 2 vols. 8vo. 1792-6, Breflaw. . The lobyseet are 
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Patietices Fathion ; the Maxim of Rochéfoucault, that the air 
of a citizen is foriietianes rubbed off ifi the army, never at a 
court ; Indecifion 3 the Difcourfe of Solon to Cr anid that 
of fatus té Xerxes, in’ Hero us “The ‘on ‘the 
Love of dur Country 3 ‘on the Artof Thi 4 on the Mad 
Chara€ters in Shakfpeare, and on that of Hamlet in’ par- 
‘ticular. 

‘Haufbedarf aus der alten Gefchiche, &c. The Ancient Hif- 
tory of the World, i gompiee for the ufe of his et ehic i i 


are ats Drceetr of Hikery at Rocdgiber eaatets Konigberg, 4 ok 


Bo. 1797; 
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it. 4 4 
FROM 


The Beginning of JANUARY tothe End of APRIL, 149%. 
_— 
FRANCE. 


ROM the improvement of reafon, confeqyent on the 

diffufion of philofophy, it: might have been expeéed; 
that the nations of the civilifed world would have ceafed 
to engage in the, murderous. practice. of war, unlefs it 
fhould: be juftified by irrefiftible exigency, which can 
only occur in the obvious cafe of immediate felf-defence. 
But, unfortunately, the f{peculations of philofophers «are 
inconfiftent with the ambition of the rulers of the earth; 
and the wifhes of philanthropifts are counter-acted by the, 
interefted views of unfeeling politicians. The war which. 
arofe from the French revolution, but which that event did 
not juftify, continued, at the clofe of the year 1796, to. 
rage in various fcenes of aétion ; ; and it feemed to derive 
freth fury from the ill fuccefs of negotiation. 

The beginning of the year was diftinguifhed by the moft 
vigorous exertions on the part of the French; nor did the 
Auftrians neglect the means of offence or of refiftance. 
The latter advanced with alacrity to the neighbourhood of » 
Verona; and fome fierce engagements enfued. On the . 
12th of January, the divifion of general Maflena was at- 


tacked; but he repelled the affailants; and, in a conflict 
| : at 
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at 1t Monte-baklo,_ the. ‘French had.:alfo. the advantage.>? 1A 
mee ry et apayonist ake place von the agth. :Alvingi 
g. thet rengb> at: Bivoli;: enable 
rey Pi * eve | antua;.:but the ivigilance and ‘ad 
drefs _ of Buonaparte, hafited, -the-wiews of ‘the Auftrian 
commander,,; The, attack »was. at -firft: favourable to ithe 
troops ef ee diflodged the enemy-from “fez 
veral pot i however, higfly bys: the eflicaoy 
ofthe Freh ch’ | thé Auft & WETC, put. to’ flighti 
next day produced ied battle). i im. awhichsthe rez 
publicaus were again victorioug, .- After the carnage-of the 
field,, many of the fugitives were drowned't in the Adiged’ii« 
About the fame. Rs the .pofethon of the fubutb of Sa 
Sere belonging, to antua,. was warmly difputed. ‘To 
vour. the attempts. of. a Auftrians, general Wurmfer 
gave orders for a fally.s... , garrifon: could: not co- 


opSTHEs. Ay ate -who ultéd the French poft, and 
ye 







0, bein furroundedy, ne ¢ obliged x fabmit to capes 
yity. . » darn ashe: 

It’ was aifirmed: “by, the; French- bee sone bad sah 
about 25,000, men in .thefe;,conflidts,. andi: hadvidilledbor 

unded 6900, witha: lofs,of little moment on thdir part. 
Thie-may be. eg -ag the language .of exaggeration ; 
but | it is certain that Bugnaparte met. with~fignab. fuccefs; 
and that + Fhe. imperial cane inaly, Pmieteaggem oF heatoan 
rut 4, of yd boirusteg usr’ # 

Other, advantag followed thefe, victories 3 sudthe: gar 
tifon, Mantua, being, thus pre@luded fram all: chance of 
elit rendered. to the republicans on the dilgraceful 

_Captiyity,. des progtefs-of ‘the enemy began to 

. Z ae fs of, f the. emperor but the exhortations 

+h Net, and the renaittance of. Britith: gold, 

in asia to.renew, his efforts 5 and he prepared to aét 

Ww. oubled. vigour,for the seeovery. of the territories 

whic had toh, and the defence of ee which he re~ 
tain eden 


Having ‘fent a a detachment to i es the Anftrians i tai 
Tyrol, Bubnaparte marched. to the ‘fouthward, and invaded 
the dominions, of the, pope, Néar. Imola, a finall’ ‘army 
eailkasoieee to.withftand.the intpuders,; bat neither the 
ftrepgth of an entrenched pott, nor the enthufiaftic fervour 
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of attendant priefts, who urged their countrymen to. vindi- 
cate. the caufe of religion againft atheiftical republicans, 
could invigorate the exertions of the papal troops.:’ Phe 
works were foon forced by the French and feveral towns 
of the ecclefialtical tate were eafily reduced. | 

The pontiff was now overwhelmed with confternation, 
Defpairing of the fuccefs of his feeble arms, he refolyed to 
fue for peace ; ; and, at Tolentino, a treaty was conclu d 
{on-the tgth of February), by which he engaged to wi 
hold all fuccour from the enemies of the French re ‘ublic, 
to. cede.to that ftate the territories of Bologna, Pissded 
and Romagna, and to grant,large contributions, in. money 

and valuable effects, to his conquerors. Thus> was: the 
ba! yfather,. whofe predeceffors-had given law fo Chriften- 
ante, “plundered and impoverifhed ‘by. thofe whom. he 
thought himfelf bound by religion and policy. to refit. 

The. French were the more eager to agree to.'a pacifica- 
tion. with the pope, as they apprehended that.a profecn- 
tion oftheir advantages in his;dominions would endanger 
the lofs of their conquefts in. the north-eaftern parts of 
Italy. They. now renewed thei¥ operations in this quarter, 
and met with their accuftomed faccefs, 6... 

As the imperial army had pofted itfelf on the Ayanks'ot 
the Piage, Buonaparte: ordeted his men to force a pallage 
and hia siews.ware-favouréd by the’ extraordinary drou 
of the feafon, which bad: rendered that river fordable. "ite 
brave afliftant, Maffena, penetrated by Feltri into the up- 
per valley of the. Piave, and defeated general Lufignan ; 
and other \comsnanders paffed the river-with their’ ‘refpedtive 
divifions.: “On the 16th of: March, the oppohtion of ‘the 

, Auttrians, to the paflage: of the Tagliamento: prodced 4 
tharp, gonfliét,.» »§ome parties both of horfe' and foot were 
driven back with Jofs; -but;: atilongtl,’ the French prefied 
forward with fuch force and rapidity, that the aréhduke 
Charles, finding’ it ampradticable to heneatenail the foe, oF 
dered a retreat. ‘4 h S 

., The. Auftrians’ hoped, by the: defines of Gradifes, to 
check the progrefs of the republicans ; but;' though the left. 
wing of the latter met with a repulfeinan dfault upon ‘that 
pott,, the, former were driven from their entrenchments 
with the captivity of about 3000 men. The archduke aig 
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. Mea tats’ te hn BY 9 Hae of Cat snd) at Tar- 
-Pisy he was Gepoted t adhe “= kagerhent with 
‘Maffena; in Nanaia tHe 22d" Of Mar the ‘Auftrians 
fuftained’ ebiidersble late: e - 

In an invafén OF HASTY P51; new laurels were acquired 
‘by ‘the republican generals” Joubert atid Hillier main- 
“tained 4 Yeries OF fhatp tonflicts with the defénders of that 
province; and, in’ thé courfe of thefe actions, they cap- 

tured about Geo individ. - The courage’ of the hardy 
wiativés proved! fruitléfs} dnd they defpaired’ of - “fecuting 
their country from a foreign’ yoke. Frequent migrations 

-enfued; ard the panic er the heart of the’ Aufttian 
Gomimiods’ | y 

tT he einpéror’ Petunia his rabjeees to rife 2x tafe elise 

: tthe career Of Gallic vi&tory might be effectually repreffed. 
Thé fortifications of Vierina wére répatred and augmiented ; 
etd all the:means of defence; and the remaining refources 

tof the country, were-ftudioufly called forth. 

2 i themean time; the Frénch made an eafy congueft of 

Carinthiay and. Carniola was reduced with equal facility. 

ty a proclamation which Buonaparte ‘addréffed to the inha- 
bitants of thefe parts .of the tittle °6f Auftriay he called 

: them. the innocent! vidtithe of the rafhinefs’ of othets; and 
afltited them of thei eagernefs of the ridlérs of the French 

: tepublic to put an end tothe calamities which’ defvlated the 
continent, ~Generdk Clarke, he faid, had ‘heen deputed to 
Wierina by the! exedutive ‘dire ory) with’ ‘ptopofals of 
peace); but- the imperial 'miniftérs would not fuffer him to 

“treat perfonally with their’ fovereign) He added, with a 

difgufting intemperance of language, that thefe counfellors, 

“corrupted by. Britith gold,\ betrayed their country and 

, theirs Ptince, atid wére as unwilling to: agree ‘to a pacifica- 
tion,; as, the pérfidious — who are odious to all 
Europe,’ » is 
io ‘Bhe fugitive: atchduke. badd choice of a Riéng pofition 
near Gratz; and hére he waited the arrival’ of fuch rein- 
.forcements as, might enable him'to make-head againft the 
enemy,; During. the inaction. of the prince; baron Laudohn 

difpoffeffed the Fretich of Roverédo, and other polts in the 

bibhoptic of Tronts but thefe advantages’were inconfider- 


‘ReleBing on the danse? Of his fituation, the emperor 
 Qa4 began 
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gan, to, think ferioufly. of :peace. ~Heicould2not flatter 
himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs from the renewal, of :his 
efforts; for, as the bold republicans had baffled ;his veteran 
forces, he could not expect that his new levies. would-be 
fuccefsfu] againft armies habituated, to vidtory....He: there 
fore refolyed to enter into a negotiation, , aeredel 

. Before we ftate, the refult of, the altered pa iadt ih of 
his imperial. majefty, fome mention of ;other operations 
will be cequifite. .. 

‘Though the. French eatin their principal vefiosts:j in, Italy 
,and. in. the Aultrian circle, they were not inaétive in other 
parts, of the continent, They defended the fort, of, Kehl 
with pertinacity, and sallicted fevere damage. on. the, be- 
figgers, who, in their protracted enterprife, arefaid to, have 
loft about 14,000 men. ‘The place. was at, length evacuated 
but the Auftrians did not iong retain.a fortrefs, which they 
‘had purchafed at.an enormous, expenfe,. General; Moreau, 
with the army of the Rhine and, Mofelle,. decamped fram 
Strafbourg, and eftablifhs d_ his quatters in,.the, imperial 
territories by, the defeat of different, diyifions of. the hails 
army. ,He then prefented himfelf before Kehl, and, re 
vered the place .by a cowp.de main, in confequence oft ¢ 
terrors, oF perhaps the treachery ‘ of the imperial command, 
ant. He _purtued ; the fugitives, with rapidity. and effect, and 

inereated. the. alarm which the triumphs ot Buonaparte 
had diffuled through the Austrian pro , 

In the mean time, the army of the ae and Meufe, 
mbianded by. Hoche, pailed the lower. Rhine,; and.at- 
tacked t the Auftrians, who were fcenatey entrenched jn the 
neigh: ourhogd | of Neuwied. Their redoubts, and, hee 
Works were forced, with little difficulty ; and above 4909 
ritn were made. prifoners. At Altenkirchen, they.! fu Lailky 
ed another, defeat ; and misfortune. ‘epntinued., to, purfug 
tliem. ©" 

Thefe vigorous operations againft, the haraffed fabjedts 
of the ¢ emperor, “were. {topped by. the intelligence of a nes - 
gotiation between. Buonaparte and the archduke. The 
former, shaving intimated to the ,prince his.defixe of ter- 
niinating the effulion of blood, received an unfatisfactory, 
anifwer 5 but two general officers. were foon:after fent by 
Charles ¢6 the French camp, in the charaéter of negoti- 
ators. An armiftice..was .adjufted for fix days; and the 
tcrm of its duration was extended by another: agreement, 

& , In 
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In the progrefs ofthe conferences,’ preliminary’ articles of 
peace were. wh a rem she avert a on the om 
of Aiprik 0 ta 

‘When this dan was configned to the sles no official 
or authentic ftatenient of a// the particulars of the prelimi- 
nary agreement had’ been publithed. The /ub/ance, how- 
ever owas régularly communicated, on the 30th of April, 
t6°the two houfes of the Gallic legiflature, in a meflage 
from the dire€tory, which mentioned the ceflion of the Ne- 
therlands to the: republic, and the eftablifhment of an in- 
dependent ftate in Lombardy, as the leading features of 
thes compaét. ‘In ‘other accounts, it was added, that the 
empéror would be indulged with the reftitution of Mantua, 
and the grant of'a part/of the Venetian territories ; and 
that the definitive treaty would be adjufted in a ‘congrefs 
at Berne, to which the alliés of the two contracting parties 
were expected to fend deputies. 

Thus, at a time when! we*were lavifhing our treafures 
for the fupport of the emperor, that prince violated his 
engagements by agreeing topreliminaries without the con- 
currénce’ of the Britith cabinet: Perhaps he thought that 
he had been injured by his alliance with our court, in be- 
ing encouragédito a prolongation ofthe war, by which 
he hati irivolvédthimfelf*in freth difficulties, and had been 
reduced ‘to the neceffity of accepting mofe unfavourable 
terms than ke’ thight othetwife have obtained. 

- With regard ‘to’ the intetior ‘concerns of France, we may 
obferve, ‘that the fpirit of ‘republicanifm continued to in- 
fluence°the legiflatire, and evinced itfelf in an order for 
the renewed commemoration of the death of Louis XVI. 
The generality of the people, however, were not pleafed 
with this unneceflary and malignant retrofpect. It was at 
the fame time ordéréd, that' the oath againft royalty fhould 
be accompanied with a fimilar denunciation againft anar- 
chy. ‘Tunrults arofe‘in°Paris and fome other towns, on the 
celebration of this‘anniverfary ; but they were not attended 
with much mifchief.i> 

-'The» exiftence.of a confpiracy was announced by the 
direCtory, on bhe 31ft of January, to the council of five 
hundred. -“‘Lhreesperfons were apprehended as the agents 
of the prince who ftyles himfelf Louis XVIII. and it was 
afirmed that a regular plan had been formed for the fub- 
verlion of the republican conftitution, and the elevation of 
that 
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that unfortunate exile to the thrane: steavinditainiais 


filled. But this plot does net appear teohave proceeded 
beyond mere attempts to found oe inclinations: at the 


people... q dioman2 14, ag 

The debates mhichseave sometvaiatile fome sibshihigat, 
in the council of elders and that of ‘the five hundred, have 
not been dufhciently intere(ting to claim diftin&: notice in 
this. hiftorical ketch. Various .difcuflions’ have, indeed, 
taken place; but. many. queftions have been» repeatedly 
adjourned ;, and the internal regulations, resent adopted, 
are not of.great moment. | 

Theele&tions of members for the renewal af a third part 
of the two -aflemblies, have, im general, been conduéted 
with : tranquiility and order; and the majority of the des 
puties, who have been hordured with the popular fuffiages, 
appear tobe fuch as are srt to pa a sshvine of mos 


deration. 


GREAT®* BRITAIN, | 


The menaces. of an inyalion ehiabé: it was ¢ fad, would 
be more formidable than that.of Ireland). praduced, during 
the recefs of p ‘aid fome. fen{ations 9% terror among 
thofe Britith fab; sees s.who were not diftinguifhed by. {pirit 
or, fortitude } but the boafts of the enemy, inthis refpect, 
proved mere "gafconades ; for the armament which appear- 
ed on our coafts confifted only of two frigates, a corvette, 
and alugger. Thefe veflels failed. towards the Briftohchan- 
nel; and, after a fruitlefs attempt to deftroy the thipping 
in the harbour of Ilfracombe, they arrived:on the coaft-of 
South Wales. Above 1300 men, unprovided with artillery, 
landed in the northern, part of Pembiokethire, on. the 2ad 
of February; and fome of thefe intruders pillaged the 
houfes of the ruftics. Lord Cawdor immediately repaired 
to Fifhguard with a body of militia (to the number of 
about 700),.and a numerous party of gentlemen:and pea- 
fants; and. he foon received a. letter, from) the: principal 
French officer, fignifying a defire ‘of negotiation; as the 
fhips had left the coaft. He infifted. on the angualified fur- 
render of the whole corps; and: the demand owasynat re=) 
fifted. The.French quietly refigned: theirxarms';::and,: 
with characteriftic marks of. cheerfulnefsy fubmitted to 
the fate of prifoners-of war. ‘Two of the-thips: which had: 

-... -brought 
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brought themover, were. captured in their return'to Brett s 
and the expedition excited generabtidicile. > 
‘The menwho.weresthus configned to captivity, appear to 
have been, for the moft part, delinquents of various denomi- 
nations; whom. the French. government withed to:difmifs, 
or.transfer.to, foreign cuftedy.. This circumftarice ageta- 





vated the infult, without being injurious to the captors. 
_ he. parliament, had not long re-aflembled when? this 
' contemptible invafion occurred... Aniaffair of a more feris 
ous.nature called for the deliberations of the affembly; for, 
on the fame day which gratified the inhabitants of the me- 
tropolis. with an account of the furrender of the »party of 
ae ig na (the 26th of February), a refolution was 
adopted, by the privy council, prohibiting the direétors of 
hs from, iffying any.cath, till the fenfe of the Jegiflas 
turé fhould haye been taken;with regard. to the-extraordis 
nary fituation of affairs. |. 61g wAF Vo 
_ The frequent exportatignef bullion and cath, in foreign 
loans and fubfidics, as well as.in other concerns, had con+ 
curred, with therpragtice Of hoarding, promoted by the late 
algrms, to vender goin extremely fearce ; and fo great:a de- 
mand: for it arofe in different parts of the country, that the 
pecuniary exchange-of the notes'of the bank became a mat- 
ter of extreme'difficulty-and convenience. The managers 
of: that-corporation had repeatedly expoftulated with the 
minilteron. this fubje&'; butshe was: deaf‘to: their remonw 
firances, and continued-a fyftem which éndangered the 
ftability ‘of public credit. © =) 5 8 sj 

. The.erder of council excited. great confternation among 
the. propriesors ofthe | public funds; andthe panic) éx-' 
tended its.effects to. individuals of other denominations 3; 
while all claffes impatiently waited the refult of the ingui- 
ries which the legiflature would inftitute at fo alarming 
~ When«a royal meffage had been delivered to each houfe, 
juftifying the late order by the: * peculiar nature and exi- 
gency of the ¢afe;’ and recommending the adoption of 
fuch. meafures.as-might be * bef calculated to meet any” 
temporary preffure, and-to call forth in. the mof effectual 
manner.the extenfive refources of the: kingdom,’ the dift 
cuflion was openedon the 28th of February by a fpeech | 


from, the minifter, who, firft propofed an addrefs of thanks 


to 
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to the king, atid then adviféd the appointment of Pi tee 
comimittee for examining the affairs’ of thé*bank.’ “Of the 
‘ability of that eftablifhmient to°anfwer all the demands ‘of 
its ¢reditors, he had no doubt; and; niocwith{tanding the 
alarm-whichhad/arifen, the eetietal’ opinion, he had rea- 
fon to’ believe, concurred with his fenthients. But it was 
incumbent on the houfe, hé faid, to faquire’ into‘the con- 
eerns‘of the bank, that thé ‘neceffity of the order might be 
afcertained, as a preliminary ftep to'the adoption’ of par- 
Hiamentary regulations. ‘The inveftigation, however, ought 
to be‘conduéted with fecrecy; and it would alfo be ad- 
vilable, ‘that the inquiry fhould not be too circtimitantial 
or minute ina cafe of fuch delicacy and importance. Tf it 
fhould appear to the propofed committee, that the extent 
anid the quick fucceffion of the late demands upon the bank 
had fo farembarraffed the dire€tors, as'to'tender a fafpenfion 
of the practice of iffuing ‘cath expedient, ‘the’ parliament 
might then confirm arid enforce the late’ proceduré of the ex- 
ecutive power, and take other'ftéps of prudent regulation. 
In-the debate which was’ produced by the motion fora 
committee, Mr. Fox took theléadkk” He’ feverely ‘animad- 
verted on the conduét of thé*rulers of the cabinet, fh hav- 
ig uistates public non by a prohibition of the batik from 


aise 


fure itfelf kit be siftified: ‘the’ ridedine! ‘he faid; were not 
proper. “An a& of parliament ought to have preceded ‘the 
order; and the conftitution would not then have been fo’ 
grofsly infringed. “But;'as'the cafe now ftood, an @di& of 
thé privy council had deftroyed, for a time, ‘a confiderable 
part of the’ property’ of the country. The proprietors of 
ftock might juftly ‘complain of being ‘defrauded, ‘as théy 
would new be obliged to receive their dividends ‘im paper, 
in violation of that contraés which gave them a rrcht to 
demand cafh. ‘As the notes whith would be éffered ‘to 
them might prove lefs valuable'than money, ‘the ‘deluded 
creditors of government might at length find, that, though’ 
they were not oftenfibly taxed for their hock’ the depre- 
ciation of the notes-of the bank would: ope ratereaey real: 
taxi In'a cafe’ whith thus involved a breach’ of ‘contraét, 
the moft minute fcrutiny ought’ to’ take’ places*that the 
grounds of fuch an extraordinary procedure ‘might ‘be: 


fully known « fuch an examination was neceilary‘for the 
$13it0- i r eftos 














y Review.of Public Affairs. 573 


solpnions of onfidence, inftead of :that- imperfe& in- 
quiry, which the gourt. recommended, ‘The whole manage- 
ment’ of the. finances: req uired the .moft ;complete invett 
gation; and it w 4 was gh expedient ta determine,.qwhes 


ther the’ mifcon the-premier had not ‘produced that 
neceflity which he. now alleged in. juttifieation of, the 
moft violent encroachments an the conftitution. .dn, the 
prefent cafe, he ,wes apparently, a ‘culprit, and ought, to 
adduce proofs,of his. innocence, before the houfe fhould be 
defired to acquit him.: A blind, confidence in one who 
had aéted in fo irregular and arbitrary a manner, would be 
inconfiftent with.the duty of popular reprefentatives. 

The obferyations of Mr. Fox were reinforced by lord 
Wycombe, Mr. Haffey, and, other fpeakers, whofe objec 
tions and complaints, Mr,, Pitt endeavoured to obviate, by, 
ftating,, that his propofition of.a limited inquiry folely ori- 
ginated, in the. particular, urgency, of the affair, which re-- 
quired immediate decifion;' by, reprefenting the obnoxious 
order as .not.proceeding. from any idea of the,infolvency 
of the bank; and by denying, that,foreign loansor remit 
tances had occafioned the grievance in queftion, which, he 
faid, was produced bythe temporary panic of individuals. 

Mr. Sheridan. entertained, the houfe with the effufions.. 
of pleafantry, at the expenfe.of Mr. Dent, who; had made, 
fome abfurd remarks. He then, fatirifed, the proceedings 
of the minifter; and moved an amendment, by which the 
inveftigations of the.committee would have been rendered 
more comprehenfive.. But the houfe, by a majority of 156 
(the numbers being, 88 and 244) rejected the motion of 
the uncourtly orator;..and, that of the  minifter, being. 
adopted, fifteen members were named for the inquiry.,, 

In the, houfe of peers, a fimilar committee was appointed, 
after a debate in whieh. the,dukes of Grafton and Bedford, 
and the: marquis of Lanfdowne, ftigmatifed with juft cen- 


fure the conduct of the cabinet. 
After fome days. of inveltigation, i it was announced, in 


the report of the committee of the commons, that, on the 
2sth of February Jaft, the out-ftanding engagements of the 
bank amounted to, 13,779,390, pounds; and that the funds 
of the fociety: were 17,507,280, pounds, exclufive of a debt 
from government, which was ftated at 11,686,800 pounds, 
Notwithftanding this favourable view of the funds of the 


bank, the refult of the inquiry induced the legiflature to 
6 : continue 
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continue the prohibition, with an Saal of ihe frac 
tional parts of a pound, till'the bac of fi cee 
was added in favour of the’ army, for ae al 

thought neceffary- ° Ptrart % 


Pe ihe 


With a view of general sceittitlatd Av bit was 
enacted by which the direétors*of thé bank "were! ‘ens 
powered to iffue notes anfwering'to the funt of two rian 
and alfo for one pound. The public acquiefced ‘with’ 
ing patience in the new currency of paper; and rhe’ € 
of a great quantity of dollafs, at the fatie ‘tite; 7 ua 
fome compenfation for the fcarcity of Britifh ‘¢oiti. But) 
while. the nation fhall fuffer an imprudent’ war’ to be 
¢gontinued, the public credit will not effectually recover 
from the fhock which it has fuftained. As wir is ‘the 
caufe of the evil, peace ig the only remedy. ~ 

A defire of procuring that remedy for the misfortunes 
of the nation, prompted the earl of Oxford, on the 234 
of March, to move for an addrefs, in whieh his majefty 
fhiould be requefted to renew the negotiation with France, 
in fuch a manner as might convince the enemy of the fin- 
cerity of our court: but the propofition was exploded by 
a majority of 54 votes. ‘The fame motive induced the earl: 
of Suffolk to recommend the difmiffion of the chief pro- 
moter of the war from the helm; but his remoriftrances 
could not influence the peers'to concur in an addrefs for’ 
a‘purpofe fo beneficial to thé community. — 

At this time, the people feemed to fhake off, in fomte de- 
gree, the torpor which had long rendered them paffive 
amid{t the burthens and calamities of the war. It was re-' 
folved in the metropolis, by an aflembly of the livery, that 
an application fhould be made to the king for the difmiffion * 
of his minifters; and the example was quickly imitated in 
many counties of the realm; while, on the other hand, a 
fall number of addréffes were obtained by minifterial 
intrigues, in oppofition to the views of the friends of im- 
mediate peace. 

The difcontents which had arifen in Ireland were pro- — 
ductive of debates in the Britifh fenate. The earl of 
Moira, on the 21ft of March, recommended an addtefs, 
im which the peers fhould defire the king to ufe his endea- — 
vours, for healing the wounds: of the fifter kingdom} but ~ 
a great majority oppofed his motion. On the 23d, Mr. 
Fox, in a copious ‘harangue, urged” the expediency: of 3 

adopting 
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santa? desicnt and. pon meafures, as the difturb- 


ances migh me, truly, alarming. ,,“Phougle 
rl aes >i pendent of the ee 
at 


kingdom, he: faidy. bh 
rendered ag sss fervient to the dictates of the; 

lith mie a influence, the reafongble demands 
af rip aon had gn, FeieChed, and the:grievances of 
Hiber nation had been augmented 
cd im ar propofed,, that th= 
houfe sys aa ‘the fovere erejgn on this, interefting fub+ 
je, fediowe, endeavours for the reftoration 
of th ¢ weftern-nealm. _ Mr. Pitt difapproved 
this pr Rot only,.as being unneceflary, butias.en- 


crosehing. on the e independence of the Irith parliament ;.and 
the houfe refufed to vote. fuch an addrefs. 


ture, the parliament of 









_ The next debate which. merits, our notice occurred on,the 

4th of Apiil; tnd the f fubject. of i it was connected with mi- 
nifterial Ae taba exemplified i in the frequent remittance 
of Britifh, treafure for the a, of the : emperor, Mr. Sheri- 


‘crarySy 


dan ent tered into” a de detail o the negotiations between.the 
a Tt of the exch eq ner and the directors. of the bank,, 


~cwr ¢ 


a View | of "eon 1€ Anconfiderate pertinacity of the. 


foam and of . ‘proving that the latter had. refifted the im- 
portunate. demands, of, the. court... He affirmed, that the 
conduct, of the minjfter had heen. a. feries, of impofition 


upon the bank, the, parliament, and the country.; that, he. 
had gradually, undermined the foundations of public credit, 


had watted the refources of, the nation, and. had wantonly 
increafed. the piblic burthens. beyond all former example. 
in this ftate of affairs, it was a {pecies of madnefs, he {aids 
to lavith on. a foreign. pow: er that treafure which. was-ne- 
cefflary for our own exigencies, particularly as the refufal of 
pecuniary aid to the emperor was.not likely to retard peace, 
or leave that potentate at the mercy of France. He con- 
cluded with: propofi ings that the houfe fhould proceed, to 
inquire, whether additional adyances of money to his impe- 
rial, majefty were confiftent with a due regard for the na- 
tidnal interefts. "Mr. Pitt refifted the motion with his ufual 
plaufibility and his'ufual fuccefs.. It was fupported by Mr. 
Fox, tamely, oppofed by fir William Pulteney, and rejected 
by.a great, plurality of yotes. 
ith'fuch determined eagernefs did the prémier purfue his 
impolitie fchemes" of protracted war, that he did not {crupl¢ 
to 
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to negotiate a new loan, after he had déclared that he had 
fully provided for the exigeneiés of the year. . But it is 
proper to mention, that he condefcended fo far to 
with the prevailing defire of peace, as to advife his fove- 
reign to fend Mr. Hammond to the emperor, that he might 
concert with that prince the conditions on which the twe 
courts fhould infift, if the French fhould be willing to're- 
new the. negotiation. This refolution was adopted by the 
cabinet on the gth of April; and it, had fome effect in the 
elevation of the price of the funds : but a fpeedy depreffion 
followed. The envoy did not fail from Yarmouth before 
the 17th; and he had not reached Hamburgh when the 
preliminaries were figned. A knowledge of the-danger to 
which our imperial ally was expofed, might have fuggefted 
to our minifter the expediency of an earlier deputation. 
While the court and the nation were in a ftate of fuf- 
penfe with regard to the immediate purpofe of the emperor, 
the fecond budget of the feflion was opened on the 26th of 
April. Mr. Pitt vindicated this extraordinary appeal to the 
liberality of the public, by alleging the intra€table ‘obfti- 
nacy of an enemy who had refifted:all approaches to a pa- 
cification ; and he trufted, that the people would admit the 
neceflity of powerful exertions, as the difplay of unfubdued 
{fpirit could alone reclaim-our adverfaries to the dictates of 
reafon. After'a-fpecious and delufive preamble, he entered 
upon financial {tatements. Having recapitulated the votes 
of fupply which had paffed before the Chriftmas recefs, he 
intimated, that the progreflive demands of the year might 
be expedted to exceed fifteen millions, exclufive of the for- 
mer fupplies of the feffions The loan for which he had 
lately agreed was only, he faid, for fourteen millions and a 
half decifively, out of which,a million and a half would 
be charged to Ireland; but ftipulations had been made 
for an ulterior loan of above three millions and a half, 
if it fhould be thought expedient to gratify the emperor 
with further advances. As new taxes were requifite for 
defraying the intereft of the new loan, he propofed that a 
floating navy-debt, and the deficiency arifing from the de- 
reli€tion of fome of the impofts which he had recommended 
in the winter, fhould be provided for at the fame time. 
He then flated his fcheme of taxation. It involved'a va- 
riety of new duties, which, he conceived, would not be . 


ieverely felt. 
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The following are the diftin articles, with the eftimated 


produce of each: 
Additional ftamps on agieeineity; &c. £320,000 
Copies of deeds," —s - - - : 50,000 
Private transfers of property, - 170,000 
News-papers, - - 114,000 
Advertifements in thofe papers, - = 20,000 
Certificates of attorneys, - 15,000 
Ornamental plate, - - + - = 30,000 
Bills of exchange, - - - - 40,000 
Probates of wills,  - - - : 40,000 
Policies of infurance from fire, - - 35,000 


Tolls, : ‘ - - - 450,000 





Total, £ 1,284,000 





‘We cannot fuffer this ftatement to pafs without a few 
words of animadverfion. At a time when public credit is 
in danger of ruin; when commerce and manufactures are 
at a very low ebb}. compared with the ftate in which they 
would have been under the fway of an able and difcrete 
cabinet ; when the people, after an interval of lethargy, are 
clamorous for peace; a minifter comes forward with pomp- 
ous boafts of the flourifhing ftate of the kingdom, urges a 
vigorous continuance of an odious conteft, and demands, 
with unblufhing confidence, fuch an addition to the grants 
of the feffion, as will extend the fupplies of the year beyond 
forty-two millions and a half. Even if this were the firft 
demand for the war, it would be a juft ground of complaint; 
but, when it follows a feries of prodigal expenditure, and is 
urged at a time of national diftrefs, no cenfures can be too 
fevere for thofe who recommend or who countenance 
- fuch miultiplied exactions: 

The new requifitions of the court were oppofed with {pi- 
rit by meflieurs Fox, Sheridan, and Grey; but all argu- 
ments. and remonftrances were as inefficacious, as if they 
had been delivered in a defert. The houfe fanctioned the 
propofitions of the minifter; and bills were prepared for the 
enforcement of the new taxes. - 

The queftion concerning the loan to the emperor was 
oak on the 1ft of May. It was then ftated by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, that the whale amount of the 
loan.would be 3,600,000 pounds; part of which would 
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anfwer the late pecuniary advances, while the reft_ would 
provide for the further exigencies of the court of. Vi- 
enna, as. occafions might fucceflively arife. The, vigo- 
rous co-operation of the emperor was requifite, he faid, 
for the attainment.of a fecure and honourable peace 5 and, 
that prince being precluded from the practicability. of 
fuch exertion-witheut the aid.of grants frem the treafury 
of: Great Britain, it was effential to the intereft of this 
kingdom to fupply the deficiency of his finances, particu- 
larly as it was not probable that the intended remittances 
would have any ill effect on the courfe of exchange, on 
the circumftances of the bank, or on the internal ftate of 
the country. Mr. Fox. expreffed his furprife at the mi- 
nifter’s intention of fending more money to the continent, 
when he had reafon to fuppofe, from the intelligence of 
the armiftice, that the emperor was ferioufly engaged in 
the bufinefs of a feparate negotiation, He_ therefore 
moved, that the defired vote fhould be poftponed: but 
Mr. Pitt would not agree to any delay, as even the report 
of the vote might give a favourable turn to the negotiation, 
by convincing the enemy that we were ready to continue 
our liberal fupport of the caufe of the emperor and the in- 
terefls of the confederacy. : 

Amidft the parliamentary deliberations, intelligence ars 
rived of a naval victory. Sir John Jervis had cruised for 
fome time in expectation of meeting with the Spanifh 
fleet; and he was at length apprifed by his fcouts, that the 
enemy had been difeerned at the diitance of only four 
leagues. Pleafed with the information, he eagerly fought 
an opportunity of afcertaining the ftrength of the hoftile 
armament; but, when one of his fhips made a fignal, in- 
timating the appearance of twenty-five fail of the line, he 
was lefs fanguine in his hopes of fuccefs, as he had only 
fifteen fhips of that denomimation. He refolved, however, 
to engage the foe without delay. The Britith admiral, 
having arranged his fhips in the moft compaé order, failed 
with fuch expedition, that he reached the Spanifh fleet 
before it was difpofed with due regularity or connexion, 
‘Such a moment (as he properly obferves in his official 
letter) was not to be loft ;’ and he had fo ftrong a confi- 
dence in the valour and difciplitie of his men, that he did 


not {cruple to depart from the ordinary fyftem, as a confi- 
derable¢ 














Review of Public Affairs. 579 
derable degree of enterprife feemed requifite at: the com- 
mericement of a'war with the Spaniards. He therefore 
paffed through their fleet, in a line rapidly formed; andy 
by tacking, fepatated one third of it from the main body. 
After a conflict which continued about five hours, he de* 
feated the enemy, and captured four fhips: namely, two 
of 112 guns, one of 84, and one of 74. It was then found, 
that the whole Spanith fleet confifted: of nee tees fail 
of the line. 

In this engagement, which’ took place near Cape St. _ 
Vincent on the 14th of February, 300 men were killed or 
wounded on the part of the victors ; but, im the thips which 
were taken, the lift of thofe who loft their livés, or’ were 
wounded, amounted, according” to the account given by 
admiral Jervis, to 603: 

The fervices which our feamen had performed during 
the war, and their expetation of frefh oceafions of fortu- 
nate exertion, gave them ‘fo high (and indeed fo jufty 
an idea of their own importance, that they refolved to infift 
upon dn augmentation of their pay, and a general improve 
ment of their fituation. The fcheme was conduéted with 
temper and regularity. The crew of the Royal George, 
and of fifteen other fhips, borrowed a hint from the con- 
ftitution of their ‘country, and chofe reprefentatives, who 
affembled in form, and, on the 18th of April, prepared 
a petition to the houfe of commons, as well as to the 
lords of the admiralty. They peremptorily declared, that 
they would not proceed upon any expedition or cruife, 
till their defires thould have been granted; and they dif- 
played fuch firmnefs and fpirit, that their officers were in- 
timidated into fubmiffion. 

This mutiny alarmed the cabinet; and earl Spencer was 
dire€ted to haften to Portfmouth, with other commiffioners 
of the admiralty. The earl rémotiftrated with the feamen* 
of lord Bridport’s fhip, and urged them to return to their 
duty; affuring them, that fuch of their requéfts as fhould 
- appear to be reafonable would be granted. When he had’ 
made his report, the affair was deliberately canvaffed ; and 
the miniftry prudently determined, that it would be better 
to acquiefce than to refift. A proclamation was iffued on 
the 22d, promifing the royal pardon to all feamen and ma- 
rines_ who fhould immediately relinquith their mutinous 
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practices; and it was intimated by the lords of the admi« 
talty, that the parliament would be defired by the crown 
to attend to their demands. 

‘Though thefe intimations were calculated to pacify the 

failors, the delegates (as the reprefentatives of that body 
.of men pompoufly ftyled themfelves} did not wholly de- 
fift from the exercife of their affumed authority. The de- 
Jay of the parliamentary difcuffion of their claims kept 
them in a ftate of irritating fufpenfe ; and in that interval 
forne lives were unforturiately loft. Being ordered, on the 7th 
of May,to prepare for weighing anchor, the feamen at St. 
Helen’s refufed to obey ; and fome of the delegates repaired 
to Spithead to propagate a general fpirit of difobedience. 
They attempted to board the fhip of vice-admiral Col- 
poys; and many of the crew were willing to aflift them ; 
but that commander threatened them with violent oppo- 
fition. The men perfifting in their mutiny, hé gave orders 
to a party of marines to fire; and feveral of the mal-con- 
tents were mortally wounded. The feamen returned the 
fire with fome effect ; took full poffeflion of the thip ; put 
Colpoys and his chief officers under arreft and menaced 
them with exemplary punifhment. 

The delegates were now, in a great meafure, command- 
ers of the fleet; and it was concluded, that nothing but 
an immediate compliance with their principal demands 
would reftore due fubordination. On the 8th of May, 
Mr. Pitt, avoiding all difcuffion of particulars, as the re- 
marks which might ’be made on fo delicate a fubje& might 
be rendered fubfervient to the invidious tafk of irritating 
and inflaming the minds of the failors, requefted the houfe 
of commons to agree to the eftimates which had been pre- 
pared, for an increafe of the pay of feamen and marines, 
and a more copious allowance of provifions to thofe ufeful 
fervants of the public. Mr. Fox condemned the delay which 
had occurred in this bufinefs, as an inftance of culpable 
negligence on the part of the miniftry ; and wifhed that the 
affair might be fully inveftigated, inftead of being con- 
figned to fecrecy and oblivion. But neither he, ‘nor any 
of his. friends, oppofed the motion. A bill, founded on 
this bafis, was produced by the minifter on the following 
day. It paffed with rapidity through both houfes, and 


was inftantly fanétioned by the king. 
7 The 
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‘The members. of.oppofition would not fuffer this affair 
to términate without, an attempt to fubject the miniftry ‘to 

a parliamentary ftigma. Mr. Whitbread, after a fpitited 
subline: propofed a refolution, importing that, in having 
delayed the determination of this important bufinefs, Mr. 
Pitt was guilty of a grofs negle&t of duty, and merited the 
cenfure of the houfe: but he afterwards extended his mag_ 
tion to the minifters in general. It was refifted with 
warmth by Mr. Dundas and other fpeakers, and rejeGted 
bya majority of 174: Sir William Pulteney, for whofe 
opinion the premier is known to entertain a great refpect, 
voted with the minority on this occafion. 

The act of relief did not immediately reclaim the fea- 
men to obedience. They withed for other favours, partie 
cularly a relaxation of the ftri€tnefs of their difcipline ; but 
they were at length induced to fubmit; and, having re- 
ceived a frefh pardon, they declared themfelves ready to 
renew their fervices with all the enthufiafm of former loy- 
alty. It was afferted by the adherents of the court, that 
the emiffaries of the party which oppofed the government 
had inftigated the failors to.thefe bold proceedings: but 
fuch calumnies are the ordinary fruits of party zeal. | 

To prevent a. refumption of this topic, we have extended 
the article, in point of time, beyond the affigned limits; 
and we difmifs the fubje& with expreflions of fatisfaction 
at the happy adjuftment of an alarming difpute, 


IRELAND. 


Though the late invafion of this kingdom had given an 
opportunity for the difplay of a general fpirit of loyalty, 
the difcontent of the catholics had not fubfided ; nor were 
the proteftants of the north free from ftrong feétifarioiis of 
difguft. The former wifhed to. be rendered eligible to a 
feat in parliament, and to enjoy an occafional promotion to 
the higheft offices 1 in the ftate; while the latter were de- 
firous of reaping the full benefit of a free conftitution, 
by a parliamentary reform, and other meafures calculated 
for the repreflion of minifterial tyranny. It was pretended, 
that thefe oppofers of abufes and grievances chérifhed in- 
tentions hoftile to the peace of fociety, and that their ob- 

jeGts were pillage and maffacre ; ; and the chancellor of Ire 
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land even accufed them of having inftigated the French to 
invade the kingdom. 

The ftatute againft popular meetings, and the a& for 
_ difarming the inhabitants of thofe counties or diftrifts 
which were alleged to be ina ftate of difturbance or in- 
furre€lion, were ftrictly enforced ; but the feverity of the 
‘government did not prove completely eflicacious. In va- 
rious parts of the province of Ulfter, outrages and cruel-+ 
ties were perpetrated by the licentious and exafperated 
. peafants; but the advocates of reform difavowed thefe pro- 
ceedings ; and it certainly was not their intereft to encou-s 
rage fuch enormities, | 

The Janguage of the oppofite parties, with an allowance 
for the exaggerations in which each may have indulged, will 
ferve to exhibit the grounds and circumftances of the con- 
teft. Ina meflage from the lord-liéutenant to the parlia- 
ment, delivered on the 18th of March, it was ftated, that the 
* dangerous and daring outrages,’ which were ‘ evidently 
* perpetrated with a view of fuperfeding the law and pre- 
* venting the adminiftration of juftice by an organifed 
* fyftem of murder and robbery,’ had lately increafed in a 
very alarming degree ; that thefe outrages were encouraged 
and fupported by treafonable aflociations for the over- 
throw of the conftitution; that the mal-contents had 
threatened the lives of all who fhould ftand forth in fup- 
port of the laws ; ; that they had fired on the foldiers who 
were employed in the difcharge of their duty; and had 
acted in fyftematic defiance of the exertions of the civil 
power. On the other hand, it was affirmed, in the appeal 
of the inhabitants of Ulfter to their countrymen, and‘ to 
the Britifh nation, that they were § united i in an organifed 
*fyftem, not to promote murder, but to promote peace; 

* not to deitroy perfons and property, but to fave both from 
deftruction;’ that they had folemnly pledged themfelves 
for the promotion of every temperate and rational meafure 
by which the freedom of Ireland might be eftablifhed ; and 
that _‘ the common enemy,’ difpleafed at finding them in- 
clined to purfue their great objects with the irrefiftible 
weapons of truth and juftice, had prattifed a courfe of 
Paes aggrefhon, for the purpofe of ‘ goading them 

into infurre@ion, or driving them into defpair,’ 
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In the debates which followed the intimation of the 
viceroy, fome of the members of both houfes.declaimed 
againft the tyranny of the government, while others af- 
fected to think that the miniftry had: been too lenient. 
Mr. Grattan. was the chief opponent of the court. He 
condemned, with great vehemence of oratory, the mea- 
fures which had been taken for difarming the proyincials 
of Ulfter, and expofing them to the lawlefs rage of a li- 
centious army, before any inveftigation of their delin- 
quency had been adopted, or any grounds difcovered 
which could juftify fuch feverity of treatment. He mov- 
éd, that, inftead of applauding the conduét of the lord 
lieutenant, the commons fhould advife him to recal that 
unconftitutional proclamation which had introduced into 
the north of Ireland the defpotifm of military government, 
and fhould promife to make fuch an inquiry into the ftate of 
the country as might tend to produce regulations favour- 
able to the interefts of the people. The crown lawyers 
acknowledged that the proclamation was not ftriétly con- 
ftitutional; but they were of opinion, that itwas jufti- 
fied by the critical ftate of affairs. ‘The motion being 
rejected, a courtly addrefs was prefented by each houfe to 
the viceroy, who, thus encouraged, continued the fyftem 
of coercion. 

An attempt was foon after made, by rhe enfeebled party 
of oppofition, for the repeal of the bill which had been 
enacted againft fuppofed infurrections. This ftatute, how- 
ever, was fo ftrongly defended, in the opinion of the com- 
mons, by the chancellor of the exchequer and fir Hercules 
Langrifhe,'that only fourteen members voted for the abro- 
gation of it. 

To fupply the exigencies of the government of Ireland, 
and provide for the defence of the country, riot only againft 
foreign enemies but alfo againft domeftic foes, a new loan 
was negotiated ; but fuch was the fearcity of money in that 
kingdom, or fo ftrong was the dread of danger, that even the 
offer of unufual advantage could not produce the defired 
fubfcription. It therefore became expedient to apply to 
Great Britain ; and pecuniary advances were obtained from 
thofe- who are unttedforably willing to render their opulétice 
{ubfervient to the increafe of the burthens eithér of this 
kingdom or of Ireland. 
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The Irith Jacobins (as the mal-contents of Ulfter were 
called) continuing their oppofifion to the court, many were 
apprehended on fufpicion of treafon; and fome were tried 
and condemned at the provincial aflizes, while others were 
acquitted, 

If we may depend on the affertions of the minifterial 
party, an alarming confpiracy was lately difcovered at 
Belfaft. Secretary Pelham informed the houfe of commons, 
on the 29th of April, that a confiderable number of perfons 
had been feifed in the midft of treafonable deliberations, and 
that their papers were alfo fecured. He then propofed the 
appointment of a committee of fecrecy, for the examination 
of thefe papers, and the general inveftigation of the plot. 
Mr. Grattan oppofed the reference of this bufinefs toa 
fecret committee, as a meafure which was repugnant to the 
conftitution ; but it was vindicated by the attorney-general, 
and readily approved by the houfe. The peers appointed a 
committee for the profecution of the fame inquiry, 

The alledged confpiracy may, perhaps, exift more in the 
imaginations of courtiers, than in reality. However the 
affair may terminate, we quit the fubjege for the prefent, 
and proceed to other parts of our hiflorical review. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The French yoke is not perfectly agreeable to the gene- 

rality of the inhabitants of thefe provinces. Occafional 
tumults have arifen from this fource ; but the ftrong arm of 
power has fupprefled the diftiitbances. 
' That article of the preliminary agreement between the 
French and the court of Vienna, by which thefe territo- 
ries are ceded to the former, cannot be very pleafing to 
the Belgians ; but they will be obliged to fubmit, unlefs 
the influence or the arms of Great Britain fhould procure 
the recal of the obnoxious ftipulation. Such a contingency, 
however, i is not to be expected. 


HOLLAND. 


The Dutch, or rather the French rulers of the Batavian 
a. have been for fome time employed in the form- 
ation.ofia new conftitution. It is apprehended by many, 
that’ 1 more refemble that which was framed by the 





Preach in the year’ 1793, than that of the year 17955 
which, 
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“which, in their late’ oath againft royalty and anarchy, they 
declared their determination of maintaining. But it is 
probable, that the party now prevailing at Paris wil infufe — 
#ts moderation into the Batavian fyftem, and will anni- 
hilate the pernicious influence of the remains of the Jae 
cobjn faftion. 


GERMAN Y. 


The conduét of the king of Pruflia, about the beginning 
of the prefent year, feemed to threaten Germany with 
difturbance. This prince is inflamed with a thirft of terri- 
torial aggrandifement, and actuated by a felfith fpirit of 
rapacity ; and, in the profecution of his views, he is ready 
to employ either force or attifice, though he is inclined to 
prefer the latter mode as the leaft expenfive, and therefore 
made ufe of it when he was defirous of drawing fubfidies 
from the Britith treafury.. Rejoicing at the difordered ftate 
of the empire, he fought an opportunity of eftablitfhing his 
influence in Weftphalia and other circles; and he fent a large 
army to fupport his views. From what we have learned of 
the fecret articles of the treaty which he concluded at Bafle 
in the year 1795, it appears, that he engaged to fecure the 
Netherlands to the French, as well as fome of the neigh- 
bouring provinces of the continent, with a provifo of his 
being aflifted in the addition of certain portions of Ger-- 
many to his own territories. The emperor dreaded the 
execution of a fcheme which tended to the diminution of 
his power and preponderance in the Germanic fyftem ; and, 
jn February, he addreffed a refcript to the diet, in which 
he warned the different ftates of the danger which im- 
pended over them from the ambition of the houfe of Bran- 
denburg and the rapacity of the French. Thefe grounds 
of alarm, we may fuppofe, haftened the negotiation be- 
tween Francis and the republic. ‘ | 


DENMARK, SWEDEN, and RUSSIA. 


Fhe Danifh and Swedifh nations are diligently employed 
in the promotion of commerce.and manufactures, and in 
the cultivation of the arts of peace. A breach, however, 
has recently occurred between the former.and the Trie 
polines ; ; but this circumftance i is not likely to operate,in a 
yery injurious way. 
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The Rufhan potentate, foon after his acceflion, was ‘ree 
quefted by the courts of Vienna and.London to affift them 
againft the French, in compliance with the ftipulations of 
his deceafed parents but he did not think himfelf bound 
tolenter into a-confederacy which he ‘difapproved, though 
he gratified the emperor with affurances, that he would 
not tamely fuffer either his Pruffian majeity or the French 
to execute their fchemes to the prejudice of the Germanic 
body. : ei 
It gives us no {mall pleafure to learn, that silees prince is 
truly attentive to the duties of his high ftation; that he 
has inftituted fome ufeful reforms in different branches 
of the adminiftration; that he has relieved the inhabitants 
of Livonia from the effects of a tyrannical fyftem; and that 
the perfecuted Poles have found in him a friend and proe 
tector,. 


SPAIN. 


Notwithftanding the weaknefs of the Spanifh monarchy, 
preparations have been made in that kingdom for an inva- 
fion of Portugal, The connexions of the court of Lifbon 
with Great Britain have long difgufted the French, who, 
from a defire of depriving us of the advantages of that in-. 
tercourfe, have inftigated the Spaniards to an attack of their 
neighbours. The Portuguefe troops, reinforced by Bri- 
tifh auxiliaries and French emigrants, were ftationed, early 
in the fpring, between the Tagus and the Guadiana, for 
' the defence of the threatened realm; but we do not find 
that any actual hoftilities have yet taken-place. If the 
late preliminaries, however, fhould not produce a general 
pacification, the arms of the Spaniards and their republican 
allies may with little difficulty reduce Portugal to fub- 


qniffion, 
ITALY. 


Under the revolutionary aufpices of Buonaparte, a new 
fiate has been erefted in Italy; to which, from its fitua- 
tion on the hither fide of the Po with refpe& to Rome, 
the appellation of the Cif-padane republic has been given. 
It was ordained, by. the deputies who affembled ima formal 
congrefs, that this republic fhould confit of ten depart- 


ments, extending from the fouthern betders of Mantua to 
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the frontiers of Fufcany; that the legiflative body thould 
be formed of two councils, one of which fhould contain 
fixty members, and the other thirty; and that the exe- 
cutive branch of the government fhould be. conduéted: by 
three individuals. After the. completion of a emaccarence 
code, the congrefs was diflolved in March. 

To the republic which has been formed in the Milanefe, 
it was intended that the province of Brefcia, and other 
parts of the Venetian dominions, fhould be added; but 
the ultimate refult of the negotiation between the French 
and the emperor may be attended with fome alterations 
int that refpedt, 


TURKEY, 


As the Turks were in conftant dread of the ambition 
of Catharine II. the acceffion of her lefs enterprifing fon 
to the Ruffian throne has given them fome gratification. 
They ftill preferve their neutrality; and their fovereign 
does not negleét the concerns of national improvement, 
That they attend, more than they formefly did, to the i in- 
terefts of commerce, we have reafon to believe ; for a 
Turkith, thip, navigated by Turkith failors, inftead of 
Greeks or Armenians, lately arrived i in the river Thames, 
Their vindjdlive {pirit, however, is not mitigated by the 
progrefs of civilifation; for, at Smyrna, they have re- 
cently murdered many Greeks, and deftroyed the ware 
houfes of the Franks, merely becaufe a Janifary loft his life 


jn a fudden fracas, 
EAST-INDIES. 


The reduction of Amboyna and the neighbouring iflands 
not having been mentioned in our laft Appendix, it is pro- 
per to intimate, that the difpatches from Madras, received 
in November laft, announced the fuccefs of the operations 
of rear-admiral Rainier. Anarmament appeared before Am- 
boyna ‘in February,, 17965 and a capitulation was quickly 
adjufted, by which that important ifland and its dependen- 
clés were furrenderted to the Britifh government, on condi- 
tion that, *befides’ feeuring; to the inhabitants in general, 
the rights of private property, the new pofleflors. of the 
jfland fhould continue the ufual pay to the officers of the 
civil eftablifhments, to thofe who.were in the military and 


to-the minifters of religion. 
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Similar conditions were granted to the occupants of 
Banda and the adjacent iflands, when the Britifh fleet had 
anchored near Naflau, the principal fortrefs of Banda. 
The governor alleged. a great want of provifions as one 
caufe of his ready fubmiflion to the demands of - the 
enemy. : 

In the treafuries of Amboyna and Banda, were found 
147,797, rix-dollars; and cloves, nutmegs, and other valu- 
able articles, were difcovered in abundance. Intelligence 
‘of this fuccefs being tranfmitted to Madras, a reintorce- 
ment of foldiers, and a fupply of ftores, were {peedily fent, 
that the iflands might be fecured againft re-capture. But 
we are doubtful whether they are ftill in poffeffion of the 
Englith, as a confiderable hoftile force has been feen in 
the Indian ocean. 

It was reported, in fome of the accounts-which arrived 
from India, that Tippoo, the enterprifing fultan of My~ 
fore, meditated an immediate renewal of hoftilities, in the 
hope of recovering thofe extenfive diftricts of which the 
Britith arms had deprived him. But it appeared from more 
authentic information, that this rumour was ill-founded. 
It is not probable, however, that the Eaft-India company 
will Jong be free from the attacks of that prince, if he 
fhould be able to form, by perfuafion and intrigue, a ftrong 
confederacy of the native powers. | 
~ A new war in India would be particularly unfeafonable 
‘at this juncture, as the finances ‘of the company are at a 
Jow ebb; fo low, indeed, that the managers of the trea- 
fury of Calcutta have publicly offered the high intereft of 
12 per céntsto procure occafional loans. ‘This offer, how~ 
ever, has not proved fo. efficacious as the company ex- 

ected. : 
r The. government of India being in q ftate of fome dif- 
order, and the military ofhcers of the company being in- 
flamed (chiefly on the account of difficulties with regard 
to promotion) with a degree of difcontent fron¥ which 
pernicious confequences were apprehended, the commif- 
fioners of control refolved to fend out a governor-general 
of high refpeétability and reputation. This poft was 
offered to the marquis Cornwallis, who confented again to 
encounter the dangers of the climate of Hindoftan; and 
it was propofed, that, among other grants. of ‘authority, 
he fhould be indulged with a difcretionary power of dif- 
banding the European military eftablifhment of the com- 
pany, and fubftituting his majefty’s forces. This propo- 
{ition was condemned by moft of the proprietors of Eaft- 


India ftock, as an arbitrary encroachment on the rights vd 
the 
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the corporation. At a late meeting of that body, it was 
urged, that the meafure would tend to the annihilation of 
chartered privileges ;: thatthe civil power of the fociety had 
already been taken away by minifterial violence 5 and that, 
if the power of the fword fhould now be wlirped by the 
government, that.of the purfe would not long be enjoyed 
by the company. The refult of a {pirited debate was the 
rejection of a motion for concurring with the directors, 
who, by a {mall majority, had.voted in favour of the new 
{cheme. .In confequence of this oppofition, the departure 
of the marquis has been deferred. 


WEST- INDIES. 


Some of the particulars which will be mentipaed under 
this head, belong to the year 17963. but, as they were not 
known in England before the prefent year, they may r€a- 
fonably form a part of this Appendix. 

The Caribs of the ifland of St. Vincent, who had for fome 
time been in aris againft the government, were reduced to 
fubmiffion by ‘the {pirit and the prudence of major-general 
Hunter and governor Seton. Martin Padre, a negro, who 
had great influence over the favages and their licentious 
confederates, furrendered. on the fecond of O€tober; and, 
before the clofe of thre fucceeding month, all the haben 
tents fabmitted. ‘The brigands of Grenada were reduced to 
obedience about the fame time. _ At St. Lucia, however, 
the unfubdued French and their aflociates continued to 
maintain a predatory war, to the great annoyance of the 
well-difpofed inhabitants of the ifland. 

An attempt was made by the French, in November laft, 
againft the tle of Anguilla, not with a view of retaining it 
when conquered,but for the purpofe of plundering andde- 
ftroying the villages and plantations. About 300 men, fe- 
le&ted from the troops of Victor Hugues, landed on the 
ifland, and committed various acts of devaftation and cru- 
éity. Captain Barton, of the Lapwing, was no fooner in- 
formed of this invafion, than he failed to Anguilla; and, 
on. his appearance; the enemy’ haftily re-embarked. He 
engaged the two fhips which ‘had conduéted the French to 
the iffand, fuk one, and captured the other; but, being 
purfued by two frigates, ke burned his prize. 

The.difpatches which arrived in the winter from St. Doe 


mingo, 
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mingo, brought intelligence which was not difagreeable, 
though it was not perfeétly fatisfattory. The judicious 
meafures of major-genéral Bowyer promoted the fecurity 
of Jeremie ; and other diftri€ts were alfo in a ftate of fafety, 
to which the divifions among the enemy contributed. The 
exertions of lieutenant colonel Hooke were greatly inftru- 
mental in relieving Irois from the diftreffes of a fiege ; and 
the precautions of the Britith officers baffled, in other re- 
fpeéts, the views of the foe. Horrid barbarities were} in 
the mean time, perpetrated by the blacks under Rigaud, 
who maffacréd a great number of the adherents of the 
Frerich republic. 

To our poffeflions in this part of the world, an addition 
has been recently made at the expenfe of the Spaniards. 
An expedition was undertaken by lieutenant-general fir 
Ralph Abercrombie and rear-admiral Hervey, for the re- 
duction of Trinidad ; and thefe commanders, having col- 
le&ted early in the prefent year a force which they deemed 
adequate to the enterprife, failed to the gulph of Paria, 
where, on the 16th of February, they found a Spanith fleet 
at anchor, under the protection of a {mall ifland which was 
furnifhed with batteries. The Britith admiral-made fuch 
difpofitions as were calculated to.prevent the departure of 
the enemy, who feemed inclined te take.advantage of the: 
approach of night, and attempt an efcape. . It was the in- 
tention of the affociated commanders to make a general 
attack, at day-break, both upon the fhips and upon Port 
d’Ef{pagne, the chief town of Trinidad; but the Spaniards 
rendered one part of.this fcheme unneceflary, by burning 
three fhips of the line anda frigate, to prevent their falling 
into the hands of the Englifh. A fhip of 74 guns,.how-. 
ever, efcaped the conflagration ; and the was brought off in. 
fafety by. the boats of the Britith, fquadron. ‘The {mall 
ifland being evacuated by the enemy, fir Ralph Abercrom- 
bie and his men landed on Trinidad ; and, before the even- 
ing of the 17th, the town and the neighbouring pofts, ex- 
cept two forts, were in the poffeffion of the invaders. On 
the following day the governor thought proper to capitulate 
for the whole ifland ; and it was agreed, that all the fol- 
diers and feamen fhould be fent to Spain; but fhould not be 
again employed in the war till they were regularly balanced 
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againft. Britifh captives. ‘Befides 73 pieces of ordnance, an 
extraordinary quantity of ammunition was found among the 
ftores of the ifland. | HA. 

This fuccefs, which is faid to have been purchafed with 
the lofs of only one life (that of lieutenant Villeneuve), did 
not produce in England that joy which ufually attends the 
brilliant exploits of the Britifh aris. The reafon may eafily 
be conceived. Favourable intelligence only ferves to encou- 
rage the obftinacy of our court, and to retard the reftoration 


of peaces 7 
NORTH AMERICA. 


The commanders of Britith thips of war having made it 
their practice to {eize the property of the fubjetts of France 
in American veffels, as well as in other neutral fhips, the 
French complained of thé tamenefs with which the rulers of 
the United States fuffered fuch infults upon their flag; and 
they atJength refolved to ‘do themfelves juftice, by feizing 
the goods of Britifh merchants in American bottoms. The 
irritation: arifing from this fource, {till prevailed in the 
minds of the Irans-Atlantic republicans, when, general 
Wathington, in December laft, opened the congrefs,. The 
{peech which he then delivered was pregnant with judicious 
advice, in the departments of policy, naval and military af- 
fairs, arts, manufactures, int commerce; and, with re- 
gard to the chief caufe of camplaint, he obferved, that 
communications had beer ‘received from the French mini- 
fter in North-America, which indicated the danger of a con- 
tinued moleftation of the trade of the United States. He 
did not, however, abandon the expectation, that the dif- 
pute would be fettled without the intervention of hoftilities. 
At the fame time, he deprecated all meannefs of fubmifhion ; 
and hoped that none would forget what was due to the cha- 
racter of the government and nation, or relinquifh a full 
confidence in the ‘good fenfe, patriotifm, felf-refpe&t, and _ 
fortitude,’ of his countrymen. qe 2 a Dae 

As this was the laft fefion in which the general was in- 
clined to appear, he clofed his harangue with thé following 
expreflions, which involve both fmplicity and energy. * The 
fituation-in which I now ftand-forthe laft time, in the midft 
of the reprefentatives of the people of the United States, 
naturally recalls the period when the adminiftration of the 
prefent form of government commenced’, and I cannot 
omit the occafion to congratulate my country on the fuccefs 
of the experiment, or to repeat-my fervent fupplications to 
the fupreme ruler of the univerfe, and fovereign arbiter of 


nations, that his providential care may {till be extended to 
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the United States; that the virtue and happinefs of thepeos 

ple may be preferved ; and that the government which they 
ave inftituted, for the protection of their liberties, may 

be perpetual.’ 9% 

The election of a prefident, on the retreat of the il-: 
luftrious founder of the American ftate from public life, 
‘was contefted with eagernefs and warmth, bet with- 
out riot or tumult. On the 8th of February, the two 
houfes of congrefs determined this important affair. Mr. 
John Adams obtained a majority of votes, 71 in number ; 
and Mr. Jefferfon had 68. Of the other-eandidates, Mr. 
Pinckney had the greateft number of fuffrages. It was 
then declared in form, that Mr. Adams was eleéted prefi- 
dent of the United States for four years, and Mr. Jefferfon 
vice-prefident ; and, on the 4th of March, thefe gentlemen 
entered upon their refpective functions. Both are men of 
ability and experience; and, under their fway, the republic 
will, in all probability, continue to flourifh. The difputes 
with France, however, are not yet adjufted. 

_ Addreffes from the different provinces of the Americarr 
confederacy were voted with zeal and alacrity, as teftimo- 
nials of reverence for the character of the retiring patriot ; 
and, as they breathe the language of fincerity, not that of 
courtly adulation, they are highly honourable to his well- 
earned fame. - 


AFRICA. 


The Dutch have not yet been able to recover their va- 
Juable African fettlement; for the Cape of Good Hope is 
ftill poffeffed by our. countrymen. It is guarded by a fleet 
under rear-admiral Pringle, who, in January laft, fent an 
account of-the, reduction and demolition of a fort and 
factory at Foul Point, in the ifland of Madagafcar. It was 
concluded, that the deftruction of this depé: of arms, 
ftores, and merchandife, would greatly diftrefs the French 
at Mauritius; but the enterprife ought to be followed by 
an attempt for the conqueft of the latter ifland- We are 
furprifed at, the neglect of the admiralty, in not having 


provided for the fuccefs of fuch an attempt at the begin- 
ing of the war. We do not mean to depreciate the na- 
val exploits of this period; but, when we refle& on the 
very extenfive fcale and extraordinary fuperiority of our 
equipments, we may be allowed to exprefs our aftonifh- 
ment at the inadequacy and imperfection of our maritime 
‘operations. 
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